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Having completed onr arrangemeiita for tearing 
Enffland, we net out from Lmidoa on Monday, 
38w September, 1S29. Arriving early next momin^ 
. ftt SontBampton, we embarlied in the CamiUe steam- 
packet for France, Mid, about twelve o'clock at nifht, 
oaat anchor before tbe quay of Havre de Grace. The 
Bioment we arrived in the harbonr, the vesaei wa« 
boarded by a troop of custom-hoiise officers, as fierce 
as bnlM<^^ who, under pretence of preventing: 
smn^^Unff, but in reality in order to eitort bril>eS, 
preventea any packages or paroels being taken on 
■bore. I heard a lady pleading to these male harpie« 
for a little bag containing ber nigbt^-dress, but in 
Tain.. Cust4Hn3iouae officers aie proof against tha 
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doqnmoe of bMntf . White »liiiiidrcd little di«l«([iiN 
were gmag on between them iioportukt men inoffie« 
ftnd tbe fatatagen, in itrj ban French, or broken 
£DgliBh, eTerjUffht on board was suddenlr extin- 
^Uhed, and we aad to grope our vnj on •hore, m 
well 88 we could, in almost total darkuen. Tliii 
harboor regnlntioQ is meant, it seeme, at onoe to 
prevent Brea and gmu^ling. The former purpoae 
it probably effects ; but, for the latter, I can imagine 
no contrivanoe more likelj to promote it. However, 
this is the bosioeH of the French Government, — » 
Mrporation which can never be accused of wilfully 
n^ecting' its own interests. 

Among savag'es aad barbarians, you receive the rite* 
of hMpitalitTeven before your name or yourcountiy 
ie denuindea of you ; but when a man passes from 
Mie civilized kingdom to another, he is always treated 
as Uttle better than a thief. In the present instancy 
the first thing, of course, on landing, was to repair, 
witb mr wife and children, to be searched at ikt 
enstom-hause, where I, moreover, delirered up my 
paaspDrL The officers of this eetablithment, like the 
old Romans, respect the majesty of youth, however, 
for my children were not searched. On emerginr 
from this den into Uie streets, I had time to hiofc 
about me, and b^an to be struck by the singular 
physiognomy of the city. It was considerably past 
midniglit ; and, except in the immediate viciuiti' of 
the quay, the streets were deserted and silent. The 
long rows of lamps extending between every donbie 
row of houses, having nobody to light, seemed to be 
burning for their own amuaement, or just to enable 
ns to find our way from the custom-house to our 
hotel. 

It ie a point not to be disputed, that, when one ia 
hungry, it u extremely pleasant to have something to 
eat; and, therefore, I need not enlarge npon th« 
Mtiafaction with n'hich we, and a great many more 
of our seafaring companions, sat down to our delicious 
tea and coffee, with egg^ tongue, fowl, bun, toA 
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VMMt b««f. At to Ae price of thcM aitielM, wb wiH 
diaODN tbftt point in BDOther place, in order thkt w« 
vay allow uo drop of gall l« mingle with the fonutaJB 
oi (foi pleaaareB. 

The next nomiB^, w* ^ our bagfage paswd 
through the onstontJiouse, without vaj nnniual degree 
of utortion ; but had the mortification to loM'two 
pieces of calico, for want of briUng the proper penMi 
with a few fhuics. Thig buaiuegi orer, we repaired 
to the prefectore, to obtain thoM providoDal pM^ 
porta, in which the French goTeniment cajries on a 
lucrative trade with atrangen; and, being armed 
with this uselcBs but costly piece of paper, we Balliejj 
SMlh, orer one of the drawbridres tltfown ovmt the 
dty moat, to new the fortificatioiu luid enTirou of 
Havre de Qrace.* 

The country in the vicinity of Havre ia neither 
ilBTtile nor picturesque, but it had the efavm of 
novelty, and was basking, like a wild cat, in the 
nnsbine, which was enough for me. There luckily 
huipened to be a fair that day at Inmmville, a vilh^ie 
» Gttie to the south of the city walb ; and, oar bnn- 
ness being to see whatever waa to be seen, we wT 
eonne repaired to it: There was, however, not 
nach animation in the scene. The pei^e drov* 
sober bargains, sauntered about, looked at Mcb othei^ 
and went their way, just as if it had been wi affiur 
of every day occaireoce. The articles for sale were 
hud out very tastefully in booths, reeembling thoee 
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nd«m of iLe good people i£ Hivn wo, id Sanaa 
J greit, u iriay be interred baai ike foUoving huhOT 
coDitructad liere in iaS9 : — " Le gnod mit viut it 
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4 FAIR AT IKOONVf LLE. 

of the SepUi^er Ur at Ki«Ml ; and tliA mMod) 
Miif slopiuff, was <b7 and clean. The merutuidiM 
whi^ moat •boimded oemUted of iemale orauneotii 
18 bracelets, clasps, ear-riugs, brooches, o<Hnbe, Seoi 
iv of which were handiome and valuable. Fruit 
u kinds was Hwnty and dear, — the oouBtryroaud 
Havre beioj^, as I have said, barreu, and but little 
oultivated. In the course of our moruinff's walk, we 
•WW mere pretty woneii and lovely ohildren, than I 
had lever before seen in any country town, not 
excepting Wo»ce«ter or Exeter. Their hair, etpedaUy, 
was exceedingly beautiAU, generally chestnut or l^tat 
l^ubnm : but their skins were ooarse. 

Having to- remain a lught in tke ^ty, 1 teft mj 
hotel ftfter tea, in order to take a strell about tlie 
streets, and contemplate the features of the plaee 
by lam»4ight To one accustomed to the life and 
animation of the streets of London, or any other 
great £ngliah city, sach a place as Havre must neee»> 
sarily appear dullj but its lofty wooden houses, 
projecting over the streets, and almost meeting above 
our heads, its nuioerous quavs, shops, hotels, &a 
all possessing the air of nov^ty, rendered ray walk 
■officiently AmusHig. On the way borne, I stepped 
into an aubei^e, being curious t^ observe the iuterual 
.eoonomy of such aii< establishment ; but having drunk 
my wine, and chatted a little with the landlord, wh« 
was a oivil, cemmunicstive fellow, 1 found there wat 
nothing to he seen hepe,'aad tetreated. 

The next morning, immediately after breakfast, 
we left Havre in die Honfleur packet ;* but, before 

' M. Licquet, who mmoi to h»ve travelled thraugli this part 
of (he country brfore he demribtd it — b prmticf often revwsed — 
mekce a T<ry curious remark upon a cuelom which Kema to 
have ODCe prflvajkd on board the Honfleur packet, *^ Tout 

,pr)a d'HonHeur," safs he, " aur la fataise la plua ^lev^, nous 
apcrcevona une chapelle i^'iie i Marie. Si It patroit du itiam- 
iHiat a caniervi Fanlique ua^, il >e placeia sur I'aiaiHit, Mat 
le premiuT eon chapeau, et invitera Ics passager^ i ae reecm- 

.m«iid<r a N6tie Dame de Grace. L« OButri^B d'un paquebot 
CD cet entlroit a doDiii lieu, dit-on, i cettt coutume reijgieiuh 
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we had g«t fmrij oiit of tKs harUnr, were nearly 
ran down by as AmancBD br^, Awiiijittftbe-extreme- 
■BskilfiilnesB and stupidity of- lA» master.' The 
pasaase across the Seine, thotufli etiort, waa rongli' 
and' ffi«agreeaUe, and moat of 'the obildren oa bou4> 



. Ab we drew near the Houdaur side of the riTer, 
a verj striking ohang« was ofasenvble in the cbBraoter 
<rf the Bcenery, the hills beinftofty, and covered with' 
trees and beautiful verdure down to the water's ed«e.' 
Before ug, on one hand, was the town, whioh, like' 
most TOry oM places, looked, pietnresque at a distance; 
and, on the other, the C6te da Grace, with its roman> 
tic beaaties of scenery, and ancient chapel of Our 
!Lady, which appeared to have been erected there' 
merely to enhance the cbanna cf the landscape. On 
landing, we found the streets lurrow, croaked, and, 
titiough steep, extremely dirty. Moat of the hunaea 
were of wood, painted in front with alternate broad 
stripes of black and white, in some casee ohlique, in 
othen perpendicular; and age and decay seemed Ut 
have seised upon them all. It was from thia town, 
aaeording to the President de Brosser, and the Abb^' 
Prerost, that, in the year 1603, Pftulorier UauTiUe 
sailed on that voyage, dnring which he ditoovered the 
northern coasts of New Holland. But, at present, 
Hoaflesr sends out no ships on distant expeditions, 
and seems, in a great' measure, to have lost whatever 
naval importance it may formerly have posaeMed. 

Abont half past three o'clock m the afternoon, -wo 
set out from Honfleur in the diligence for Caen. 

(* tableau que prSsente alors le paquebot, at i la fi>i« soleBOel 
et loucliant, A peine le pilote a pirl^ que les conversations 
t'arritent; toot Is moude k d^uvre ; un eilence profond ' 
a'lttablil ; on n'enlend phu, pendut qnetqute innana, que le 
biuineiiKiit dei vwaen, etk murmure de fa priere." — Bmaii, 
. be p. 313. All thie looks exceedingly romaatic in print, but 
it does not take place. The captain of the steam-boat has twI , 
praerved Ihi oacieni cvstota ; and, in bet, all thia suit of 
Oaltrj ii abandoned Ui the old vomnu Vhen men pray in ' 
Hormaady, the; pn^ m God. 
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ETSry bftdjr his kewd of Fnndi diUfeooM, bat no 
mM, except tko«e iriio hare leen Aeiii, can poMibljr 
imwioe now iig4f and Innberiii? thej are. Tm 
rMMT, hoirerer, who haa beheld tooae ilefftaU T^k 
dM in which wild b«Mt8 are convened from oim 
emmtry lair to another in Englaad, will be able to 
torn a oonceptian somewhat anproft^ing the tUiw, 
ttongh not, br any meaui, coming np to it. In tiua 
atnpuar macmne, the inTention of which must hare 
sreceded that of Noah'a ark, off we aet, with nvat 
■oaridung and vaddng of whips, along one of thn 
wont, but moM pietnrMqiie, road* I hare erer behdd. 
Antnmn, ** with hi* ffolo hand," had already begnn 
to gild the lesTet of the treSt, which oliuterM beiuw 
tifliUy aboat the snmmit of every hill, alon;; the mi%, 
or among the foldings of which, the road lay. While 
our oanvan waa toiung np one tA these eminences, E 
got oat, and wdked on Wore it. The sceneiT, oa 
all aides, was aiogulariy lovely : richly wooded Talleys, 
■treanu, copsea, and brown aDtnmnal woods, smilijig 
in the evening gnn, met the eye, and refreihed die 
imagination. On the sides of the roads were nnm^ 
HHU blackberry trashes, covered with their wild fi-ra^ 
wfaicJi, with a total disregard of the rights of the 
Norman sparrows, who enattered and looked on mo 
with terror, I employed myself for a fiiU i]iurter of 
an hoar in picking for the inmates of the travelling 
bouse wbioh was cremiiw alter me. 

When we had reached the top of the hill, I got 
again into the vehicle, which now moved on at a more 
capid pace, through a oonotry thickly covered with 
^pie-trees, the fruit of which lav profuselystrewed 
upon the enaa aud the sides of the road. The trees 
■re genenuly planted ID qnincnnx, and, being nearlv of 
the same heufht, and spreading like an nmbn^la, 
have the nnibrm appearance of a Quaker's planta- 
tion. In Devonshire, Herefordshire, and the other 
dder oonDtiea of England, J never observed this 
nnifbrmitr in the vast orchards Ihroogh which I have 
>«ssed. Night now came «b very rapidly, and tha 
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ABHIVAL AT CAEK. 

AWUY ^n'tk tha l%ht, our dcm I 



_ -^Vy hot, and wsb oampared, br one «f tba 

kdiw, to the Black Hak M Calcutta. Uowann', w« 
Matiamd t» mmim omnelrM, m well aa w« mhiU, 
l^- nttMing inTeotiTM Kgdnst th« dil^enc* and tke 
rokdi, wiiich aeemad to hsTfl Hitared into a oDBapinoy 
to dnke na to pieces. Of Pont I'Ev^iie, and tlM 
otiier pUcea thfoi^ wbicfa we paiaed, in tiie oourM 
•f the BTenin^, we could see nothinj^, except what 
wa Tistble from the windowi of our vehicle, which, 
it abooid be remarked, alwafH mored more rapidfy 
tiironfh a town than ob the solitary highwaj', 

AAer ajouraejr, which etery body pronouoced dull 
•■d tediooi, we reached Caea* about midnight. Aa 
tkii waa to be onr place of residence, our hMoe, aa it 
were, for many moaths, we anxioualy Bcnitiaizedt 
throo^h the windows, the aj^tearauce o{ the streeta, 
whidi, at that hour, waa pMuliariy sombre and stri- 
kia^, — the faoDsea being dark and loftvi and tho 
luBM, swinging from ropes over the middle of the 
vaad, ii^ng their dim Ufht over the silent and 
deaerted scene. Instead <rf shying at an hotel or 
inn, where we might have got supper and a bed, the 
Inmhering vehide drew up before a kiad of office, 
where oomnon dvility was not to be net with. The 
twaag, onfortuBatelf , waa rain j and dark ; and the 

* On the oriiFin uid lignif oitxoo of the atmt of Caen, nili. 
^••nuM m nil) undecided. Dr Dibdig, who M geDcnllT out 
m hit totftOant, iimginM, tint, la L«tiiii it ibtwld bt Cadaai, 



which u DienljF ■ vninmUicil ii^eiion of the vard Cadomut, 
mCadomum. The reuimiogs of irchAiologitta, on aubjectscf 
&i> kind, ire more ingeoioua than smuime, ind could poMO* 
bat little interest to pn English reader. The mm of the nutter, 
boweirar, ii, thit inlhing M *U i> kBovo upon the nilgeet. 
Dibdia, who Henu to have a puaioB for cwitTiuIiGtian, ugn, 
tbtt the Sunni tgaeu to have made no Rttlementi ben ; 
but the Abbe de la Rue, who, although a dull writer, ha* been 
Terr induatriout in his rcwclie*, and it aa leameil aa hii anta- 
foniat iithereTene,)Taa^n««hiniHlf tohaTeproTedtherontrerr. 
I am certainly of the ABbi't opiniiiii.-.8ea .Ssani Bultrip-* 
nria FiUxfa Ci>a,fca.MiML 
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momeBt we amTeJ, the diU^ace waa mrronnded, — I 
aaght titaoat tayh«dtgei, — by* mob of lowwutam, 
frmn tfa« variona hotels of the city, «aoh «f wh^ 
esdeavonred to lay violent hands upon our ltif);iij;«, 
M it wax taken down from the roof of tha eoMb, 
loudly Tocifentting- all the while the praises of tha 
mt«I>U8liment to wliieh he, or she, (for there werd 
many women atBOBj; then,) happened to belMg. It 
was with the utmost difficulty that I preTsnted odf 
tmnks and parcels from beiag earned off to different 
hotels ; or, for oi^ht I knew, by tiueves, who mi^ht 
choose to mingle in the crowd. It was a soene at 
which any boi^, bat the peraons ooneeraed, mi^ht 
have died with hughter. With one htwd, 1 was com* 
Belled to BeiM the arm of a strappinf; weneh, n^ had 
taken np my sac de nait, and was about to be off wiA 
' it, without inqniring or caring' to whom it belcHigMl^ 
bat calculating that the owner wonld follow his bag- 
gage; while, with the other, I had to lay hold of S 
porter, who, with indesoribable taagfroid, had put my 
portmanteau on his sbonlder, with the same laudaUa 
iDtention. My tongue, not at ail used to the dialect, 
was, in the meanwhile, aotively employed in denoao- 
cing the whole rabble, in English or French, just m 
Ibe one or the other came uppermost; and, at length, 
by dint of a great deal of gesUcidatioaand dercelooksf 
1 succeeded in diaeogaging mj various packi^es, and 
in piling them up, in one heap, in the mud. 

By this time, w« appeu'ed to understand one auo. 
ther ; and the port«r8, perceiving that I would hava 
my own way, stood quietly waiting for orders. After 
hearing the names of the various hotels, I chose that 
d' Angleterre, rather from national instinct, 1 sup^ 
pose, than any intelUgible motive <^ preference. To 
the HAtel d'Ang^eterre, therefore, we proceeded, with 
oar children in «nr hands, through the dark, mudd^ 
streets, but comforting ourselves with the thought, 
thatfinafew minutes, we should be seated at the tea- 
table, before a cheerful, blaiing fire. We had no 
sooner entered the inn, howerM, than vmons 4us 
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WBteh for a menlk over the Sevea Sleepers; 
the chambernuid, who undertook to lif bt lU to our 
apw^Bente, ieevMd in some danc'ec of IttUm)^ askew 
by 'the way. The very sight of uie itaircaae Btarll«d> 
■B. Inel«ad of » fine b<«nied flight of etaiaa,. with 
(idi «>Epeting', confined by bright brass rods, we dis^ 
covered a dismal lerie* ol stone slepe, dripping wet, 
ud Mcendiug- between walls exactly in the sanw 
yredieament. The su^icion might now have entered: 
«pr heads, that, like young Mviewe in Goldsmith's. 
WHuedy, we had mistaken a caslle for an inn, if it 
had not been that the broad-laoed, sturdy being ia 
pettiooats, who marched beisre us, candle in haad^ 
MSted as a complete check upon our imagiDalions. 
' Whea we had reached our chamber, an iBimenaa 
lirfty roam, hnng with eiimsoD drapery, we sat down 
— ' — *'" for. some time, waiting for the deliciouB' 
iwl, ham, &c. which our hungry fancy had' 
iQug been feasting on ; but, fiudiug that no waiter- 
made his appeaninoe, and that the noises wejve dying, 
away in the lower part of the house, we b^;«n to 
smfwot that the people, who, I suppose, badsunpei^ 
were quietly going to bed, without troubhng tnern* 
selves any farther about us. . Upon ringing for oaO' 
of the ohambermaids, I found that this was actually 
the case. There was neither milk nor cream ia ths' 
hoase — it was too late to get any-.-iind ooffee witb- 
out either was out of the ^uestiMi. Fowls, wine,' 
kc. she informed us, we might have; but we were 
now out of temper, and nothing would do. Upgit' 

ycoD^>laining to the servant of tliis Bt«ptd ptecft 
neglect and mismanagement, observing that the 
children were hunrry, and would ted the want of 
the coffee, she replied, with infinite otnnpoBure, that 
" they would go to sleep, and tbrget it'" — which, , 
at course, the^ did. 
Nat monuDg, feeling no disposition whatever t#. 
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tanudtt «t thia ilUuMoeA hotol, I Mt out mdj, in 
MWei of fbraishad l«d|rmgi in a pri*ala bouM. Aftar 
h w »y raia, whoa tke atrceta are nuninf daqt witk 
aaiU, Jtnd tboae who paaa t« awl fro are beilaltyetl I* 
tkair waiato, tile apfeannee of a laifa eitj is &r fr*iB 
Wiu prepoaaeani^. The nMwaent one looki «br«a<l 
•B Cmtn, faewerar, ana is atraii bj tfae aiie and \ofA- 
Maa of t^ hooaei, the gnator nan^er of wludi at* 
«f atona j althonjih hwt aad there, in the more amtitat 
^Marten of the town, an old paintad wooden honacs 
with ita ear*ed wiiniow fraaaea, and fable end towai^ 
the atnet, meets the eje. The ahopa are nunerona 
•ad lartie, aad aereral of tiioae in the principal atreeta 
have floe light windows, and tikt gooM are neatlf dia> 
poaed, aftM the Bniflieh fiubion, thoueh, in moat easea, 
the economj of the shopkeeMrs mifht be very mneh 
improved. ThoaewhoeihilHtmo8ttaet«&ndeIegBD«a 
are the merMrs, lineDdr^terg, and miUinere, in whoM 
wiodowa, inusliDs, lace, and rich silk dresses, are in- 
feaieiulj displayed, to tempt the eje of the ladies. 
The booksellera are the most doveaty and heedlesa 
of external decoration. Indeed, one may walk a hmg 
time lUHMt Caea, before one discovers that it poaseaaea 
a booksdler's shop at all, nathinv beiDg; risible in tha 
windowa of the moet respeotabk but a few tnwdiy 
^ittts and toys, sach aa oaumonlj adorn thoae <)t ft 
country stationer in Eofflaad. 

When wo first Arrived, obaerviofr that many of the 
towkamen lived, as it were, inb Jove, in shops alto- 
gether without fronts, we began to infer froai tUa 
drcuButuiee, that the winters must be exceediorir 
Mild here, and, bad we departed immediately, una 
would bare been the in^ireeaioa on our minds ; but, 
when the hard weadier eame on, I saw many of these 
poor windowlesH eiliiens perishing with cold in tb^ir 
ahopa, or keeping soul and body together by bnryinr 
dkeiaselves beneath mountains of clothes, with chaufi 
Jertttet under Iheir feet, and chafing-didiee upon 
their counters to thaw their fingers. The Normana 
*" - - - ■ a grest partiality for living in til* 



OMB air. bi te Tilli^M, in tk« towna, aaf, vma m 
ne eittw, yon aToy dk]r Me p efln Mttinf hw h w 
AeirdooM working, iwpnriiHj tbe taoe-MAken,* wW 
m>f abttiateiy be wid to line the itreatB of Caea, w 
gnat is their number, aad •« iuvM«rato tkeir paaww 
Cm- shewiBc themeelves. 

Aiaoaf Ote MMt promiaent fieative* «f Caea, ig tlM 
■^afew af 4eMTted chnrebei and chapek vbidi ever^ 
where meeta the ejieL Hare, we find th« htAj edifiM 
*—-'--*- a kind of baaar; there, intos ' 

fretted windows, whenee the rapoMr of incenee «Moa 
atole upon Ae air. This, if it be rifuded, aa I dkiak 
it Hmat, aa an indication of the indiSerenee of th* 
Bw^le for religpion, ia a veiy sdandialr *if ht, eaka> 
tated to give atrangers an uDfaraurable idea of the 
Nc»inan <jiaraet«r. To whom the Uame ia to h« 
attributed, I cannot determine : the priegta aoonaa 
the liberals ; the libenjs acciue Uie priests ; and a 
atrangn' may, perhaps, euapect that both ba*e had a 
hand in it 

Bat, if many t^orchea haTe that &]lea to min, or 
been degraded to rile uaes, there are still a great 
unmber remaining, whoae lofty ^irts, and magnihoeat 
forei^ architecture, confer an air of grandeur i^kw 
the city. I say, foreiffn architecture ; becauae I aaa 
•onTinecd, that the ohuroh Style of bnihling, call it 
Qothio, or Norman, or Sbiob, or what you pteaoe, if 
parely Mi«ital, siooe no resemblance to it oan b« 

■ ^ith irgui to the nuiaber of lue-milicn in Cmo, I hare 
been able to leani nolbing atct. Dr Dibdin, from hesruv, 
tm twectr tbonaand ; fait French trUHlUor, thirty thaoond ; 
M. BuJnni, in hii Aimaairt du Celimilot, dwnw, thu tfaeie 
■«stkut£%>bowudbdi*dewt)oeiil, but ilauju>t>petafy 
tht aomber employed at Cd£n or Bayeux. Aa the whole popu- 
UtioD of Caen doei not exceed thirty-nine Ihoiiuad, I ehould 
the number engaged in lace- 
r eight thouiuid. M. LicqucC 
n thi opca air whaa be ifnlM af 
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traced in the cnil or militarr aK^heotare «f tim- 
northarD barbarwB*, who rearad tbe majoritj ef these: 
■tmctnres. When we eomtptre tfaeae fine tenpkft 
with tk« luBHB dwellingm around tkam, althoagh, av 
I have Bsid, the latter are &r from being mean or 
despicable, we are absost tempted ta imagine, iodeedr 
that not mI^ has the style of arnhiteeture been bor- 
rowed, but the architeclB alao, and Ihe haadi bj* 
irhioh they wra^ ratfed,^ — sa vast ie the diapariey. 
It is to it« churchet, in fact, that Caen owes its ptin^ 
ci^ beautj. Vkw it ttma whatever point « th» 
noinity joa please, yov can never fiul to be atmck' 
with the number and Enadenr of its eaored edifices, 
etpedidly when the ridi hues of lunrite or ennset are 
glowing on their htfty pinnacles, ami on the windows 
and rooii of the sabjaceot hotuea. 



CHAPTER II. 



The Pvblic PnnaeTVidts- 



Mcinitv 



— The Cahariet 
Caen — French 

, .. Mt—Mr Anmtrnng, th, 

FactatiBii of the Eti^eh at Catn — Carmelite Je Beyid— 
Hoadlodu Village— The C«ri—SBoH4e at GormeOte. 

Althoogh I had deteitnined to ntahe Caen my> 
head-qvartera for aome time, it was a fortnight a£ 
hast before I cvnld disooTCr a soitoble roMdence. la 
the meanwhile, I perambulated the city and its environs 
in all directions, noting the appearance of its various' 
quarters, and endeavouring, from the healChfiil or 
squalid looks of the inhabitants, tJ> judge of the elas- 
tieity and saluhrity of the air. During these walks,- 
my eyes and nose perpetually informed me, that tbe| 
people of Caen were not remarkable for taste or 
delicacy, — idl the pleasant little paths in the neigb- 
bourtiood of the town, — every q»ot from whence a: 
' >asaDt view might be obtained, t<^:etha- with the 
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aOeya, by«-atre«ts, a>d eTcii the euViMiig of A« 
churdi«« and pubUc pUoes, bciag oOTMed with filth, 
Otli«c little traits of muiBen, oanoberatiTe of tb* 
atme laipreHaioa, every day obtruded tli«MMlTM opea 
my notice. Here, indeed, would Alexander tfae Great 
bave found ample Faaaaiig to be ooanueed of hi* 
mortality. la tbe hotels and lodgii^ hoDSes, nar»> 
over, families will find suSoient t <' • . • 

piu^ to haeten, as fiut as possible, t 
in houees of their own. 

One Snnday.shortiyafterBiyarTiraJ, being demrona 
of ebserTing in what manner the Sabbath is kept 
by the peasants of Normuidy, I took out my family 
into the firida,,snd strolled towarda the village, on 
the road to £i^eux. Volney remarks, that, «b faia 
arrival ai AJaxandria, he was foieibly Mruok with 
the ioadequacy of verlMl description to oonvej to th* 
miod a distioct idea of the appearance of a foreigii 
city J for that, in the scene before him, be co^ 
recogniae no resemblance to tbe accoants be had 
read. On a small scale, I may say the same thingi 
I certainly bad never read any description of France 
which save me a clear oonoeption of its featnre^ 
physical or moral. On the jiresent occasion, one of 
tbe most striking ol^ects which presented thems^vea, 
was an immense cross, * not less than fifty feet high, 
painted with reddish brown, like the post of a gat£ 
It stood upon a small stone platform, about seveil 
feet high, to which you, ascended by steps. Upon 
this cross was a wooden image of the. tteviour, painte<l 
the colour of life, or rather of death, and having ■ 
vast mAss of curly Uack hair, hanging down profusely 

• These calvsries, ds they are called, were thrown down 
inring the Revnlution ; but a portion of the elergy has injudi- 
eiDui^ exett«l itKlf in reitorlDg tbem. Tb«ir niay now be wen, 
tike lbs idoli of utiquin, upon the beighti, and on the road- 
gides, in every part of the country, where they are kneeled to 
W the women, and lauched at by the men. The greater number 
of them aie of wood j trat nae occasionaliy meets with so old 
ero«o of stone, manuhctored before the Revolution, and preaervei* 
* ^' of the peaaantry* 
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0m* tii» ii«dc and teoir. StcMni of Mood w«n 
mpreMBted triokling orer the foreb«a4 fmn bcntMtk 
the crown of tbotiM, from the apear iFoand in the 
Me, kod fmmt tiie feet and lumdR. As &r ag I caold 
jndffl, the fifvre itm fst&er elererly execated. Two 
' tptua, the one hBTing ■ piece of ipon^ <ki its point, 
ue odMi naked, mrfliiF np hma the tmok ef the 
efOM, bettMth the feet of the figure, and, touching the 
- - ' u, on eM^ aide beyond the extended hau^ 
kied of triangie, with the baee nppermoet, 



Ai I g^ed at this Tut idol, for to a proteetant it 
appears do better, itanding' np against tbu ekj, and 
aaw the body relieved, as it were, upon a baok-gronnd 
of light driviDg i^onde, a Bublime feeliitf swept 
my mind. The awfol scene, which this moe 



to think, that perhaps the catholics were not a 
oetker wrong in setting np these calvaries. My eye, 
toowerer, and my mind, nare now bec«sBe ^miliar 
with them, and I pass them as coolly as I wouU pus 
a Rulestone ; and this appears also to be the case with 
moat otiier peisMM, wnetber protestaot or cathMicb 
The parpose, therefore, for which they are M«oted ia 
not answered. - 

Nererthelesa, extemidly, some tnall degree of 
reroect is shewn. Baring the short time we stopped 
to look at this cross, nnmbers-of persons, of both 
sezea, and of all wea, passed by ; some in their Sunday 
dothes, others uvssed as on any other day of the 
week. The first person who pnfiwmed tlie act of 
idolatry was an old woman, who, creasing her ferehead 
a»d her hearty and fixing ber eyes vpon the gronsd, 
passed by, b<niding the head in adoration. A little 
girl next went by ; she crossed her forehead also, and, 
touching the region of the heart devontly, curtsied, 
and proceeded on her way. Then caaie a crowd of 
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■mona, of diffemit igM, wi»m IctnfnOj oIwitmL 
Of two little boji, who were nii>nii» along' viajiag, 
the elder eeemed to nonUect hiiBMlf middnilj, u Iw 
enne opposite the aa»ge, pulled off his etf, aa^ 
tnrsiiig' to hi» Ut^ iMother, a child appareDtlir of Caar 
jean of afe, cwieed him to follow hi« esanpta. Bott 
then ptnwd bareheaded ; bat inmediatrij retwsed to 
their plaj, and laughed and iported aa menify u be- 
tcsre. All the women touched their bearte, or oroMed . 
their foreheads ; b>t uuhit of the men pawed witbovt 
•bew-ing the least 8i|^ ot reverence. It was n«t the 



least cnrions part of the matter, to notice wh«l wm 
passings in oar own laiodi. We respected tiiOM wbft 
perlormed the duties of their reli^n ; we digapproTed 
ftf the cwiduct of thwe who did aot. The ehanuAet 
«f the action, in a philoHOphical point of view, wm 
not considered. At leoKth, we obterred a Mddier 
4rawin|- near, on his way from die villac^ to the eiljr, 
and we were carioas to observe what he wmild io, 
for we were aware that the Jesnils bad for many 
years been aotiTelj' employed in catholidziBg- th« 
army. He walked on so &r without making ai^ 
Man, that we concluded he woold pass the imagn 
without takiofT any notice of it; and one of my 
oompanione said, " Oh 1 he is of the old repabliesa 
■obooL Obserre how disdainfully he k>aks up at it." 
Just as he came opposite the orosa, bowera', he pat 
np his hand, and touched his cap, in the moat re^eo^ 
ml manner, as if to his superior officer. Aftxt this 
exhibition, we oontinned our walk. 

lo ezaminiog the immediate tidnity of Caen, the 
CouTM, or pnUic promenadeg, are som to attract 
the attention of a stranger. The principal of thea* 
walks, called the Court de la tttint, was akng 
the rirht bank of the Ome, from a Uttle above tbo 
Vaacelles brid^, towards the village of Allemwn*, 
and k shaded by fine rows of ma^ficent elm*, 
planted, acoordiug to the bishop of Avramjies, in hk 
"OrigHieade Caen,"in the year 1691, at the expenae 
of the city. The «ther walk stnkaa off in a tran*- 
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mse -direction, from ti« l«w«r extrMui^ of tiw 
Conn lie 1b B«ine, along the andeat waUs of tht 
city, towards the point wvere the tlieatre noir staeds. 
This promenade, called, I know not why, the Quatre 
Carabiiu, is more anoient than the Other, the treet 
which aTerahadow it haTing been planted in 1676. 
These ni^le walks, resembhng those of Kengingtoa 
Oardens, extend roand two sides of a space consisting 
of lai^ level sieadowg, kept constantly green hy tbe 
river. Here, in fine weather, the fashiooaUe world 
of Caen t»ke the air, suae oa horseback, others on 
toot; and it is here, perhaps, that one sees to moat 
adrantagw the tine women of Normandf , their com- 
{^exion being,- according to a well known law itf 
optics, rendered doubly Itrilliant by the Tost matisea 
oi green which Horroand them. At one ^d of the 
Qoatre Carabins, is a coffeehouse, which nanst cer» 
tainly hare been baptized by some Codiney, for, orer 
the aoor, is painted, in letters of no «mall dimensions, 
the words " Caffi de Wanxhall," to the no small 
anMiBenuat of the En^h, who t«ke the air upon 
^s walk. 

The oonntry roond Caen consists ^moet entirely of 
riersted plains, or downs, destitnte c(f trees, and swept, 
in their whole extent, by every wind that blows. Oiie 
of onr English trsTellers, speaks of having enjoyed 
from a cerbiin point, on the road to the D^vninde, 
a prospect which would have delighted the " old 
masters ;" but either hit eye must have been relreshed 
by that optical illusion, called in India the Sukole, ov 
CAittram, which represents hills and palaces, where 
tliere is nothing bnt migt, or he must be ignorant o( 
what eonstitotes a landscape. The pencil of Claude 
Lorraine himself could make nothing of snch scenery. 
It ij preoieely Uke a Hampshire down; more fertile, 
perhaps, but not half so picturesque as Dartmoor, 
the beauties of which Mr Carrington has so enthusi- 
astically celebrated. 

These downs, however, if not beautiful, are ex- 
oeediofly wdl cuUiTated, and vould be still more w. 
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if the preseDt short leatM of nine jean were doubled 
or trebled. Od this subject I had one iij a voTf 
interegtinff conversation with a Norman tanner. la 
crossing Uie hig'h plains to the north of the citf, I 
observed this man at plough, and, being desirous of 
ascertaining- how the Triptotemean process was per- 
formed in this part o( the world, 1 went up to him, 
to examine his movements. Being a good-natured, 
commnnicative fellow, he stopped his plough on 
teeing me approach, in m-der to chat with me. 1 first 
inquired of him why the land in this part of the plain 
was not enclosed, like some other parts within sight, 
aad learned that it belonged to some Hospice in or 
about C^n, the regulations of which reqaired that it 
should be kept as a sort of common. He observed, 
moreover, that even were it not so, it would never 
be worth while for anv fanner to be at the ezpeneo 
of eDclo«ng or greatly improving it, because the 
inevitable consequence, at the end of his nine years' 
lease, would be an increase of rent. Thus the mas 
would be doubly a loser by his enteqirize. As it is, 
he derives all the advantage he can from the land 
at the least possible expense. Upon my obaerrinjf 
to him, that with us leases are sometimes granted tor 
ninety-nine, and seldom for less than twenty-one 
years, he seemed to be overwhelmed with astonish- 
ment, and exclaimed, that, " In that case, a man migl^ 
indeed see the beginning of his lease, but could never 
Me the end ; and that by the time it was expired, the 
owners would foi^et it, and the land would become 
the fanner'a own property I" 

On another part of the common I saw several 
'flails at work, tArashlng out the sarraiin,* or buck- 

* Mr Tumer, who, if not an Bmtuung, is at leut b leamed 
ind Noaible writer, ha> the loIlDwing lemark npon the ume of 
ihia grain : — " TrBdilian, (Dunded principally upon the French 
nune of this plant, nurann, haa given nM to a gcoeral belief 
that buck-wheat wu introduced into I^ance by the Moon ; but 
this opinion hu, dS Ute, been Mj combated. The plant ia 
not to be loHiui in Aridiis, Spain, oi Kcily, the ooontrie* more 
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wheat, the com from which that nUaiBoni blwi 
bread, which one sees for ule in every street in Caen, 
is made. The plough, aod other implemearta of 
tgricaltnre, hsTe no^ t imagine, been freatly im- 
prored in this country iince the days of Art^or 
Young; and therefore, a description if them, ereB 
if at all intelligiUe, woald, to «ay the least of it, be 
extremely oselesa. The plough now before me, how- 
cTer, aeemed to be an exceeding'ly neat implement of 
its kind, and I said bo to my iiiend the tanner, who 
wa« plewed at the compliment, and replied, " She 
goes well, eir." It wa« the first time I hod observed 
that a plongh is of tfae feminine gender ; but my 
friend seemed to be a kind of an amateur, and swdce 
of his ptongh with as much affection as a true Dred 
sailor speaks of his ship, or Sancho Pauia of bis ass 
D*pple. 

After Tainly traTeraing the whole dty of Caen, 
and several of the vUlaees in tlte neigbbourbood, in 
search of a house, for I could see none that would 
suit me, some being t«o Urge, others too small, I 
recollected having heard a gentleman in the steam- 
packet mendoa the name of a Mr Armstrong, who, 
s always ready to furnish strangers with 



t received the gentle* 
man's address. Upon inquiry, howerer, ! found that 
every body knew Mr Annstronr, and half a score of 

nons at least offered to condnct me to hie house. 
ow found that this eentleman was a banker, 
money-changer, bouse and packet agent, wine mer> 
chant^ — in one wtffd, the factotum of the Englidi 
residents, many of the most respectable of whom 

particulatlv inhibited, bf Mabometuit ; ud in Brittmy it atill 
pUK8 W the Celtic appellatioa, kad-raxi», B^ilyiag red-corn, 
of wtjch word* Morrazin may &iHy be r^nrded ab a comiption. 
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HOT e<ret7 imj be ee«n in hi* oi&oB, ehatthig with 
BMk other, or with the owner. Here we imw billi 
of all the hassffl, farai^ed or imfnnuBhed, which 
w»re fa) be let id the city, or ita Ticinity, and wer« 
^•titely furnished with whatever iaforiBatioii we 
reqaire4 re«pectiDC' the terms sad mode of letting', 
■nd immediittc^ discovered the amt of housa we 
wanted, in a TiUage about two miles irom the town. 
To save themselves a world of trouble, strai^n 
arriving- at Caen, should at <nce have reooarse to thia 
rentleuaQ, who not only possenM the power, bnt 
Bkewise the dispoeitioo, to serve them,* 

After reioaining^ a forteig'ht in lodgings, we removed 
to OUT village CormtUei le Moffol, a place by no meaaa 
e^cnlated, I fear, to become the rival in romance 
of Miaa Mitford's. According' to the Aitb^ Ddarue, 
the epithet Royal was ande ally beetowed upon this 
hmnlet, on account of the privilwiM which the kings 
of France, and, still earlier, perh^is, the Dukes of 
Normandy, graxitei to its inhabitants. These privi- 
leees, which consisted in eseoiptioti'lrom tdl impost!, 
aids, or military serriee, wore conimed by PhiUppv 
de Valois, by letters patent, in 1347, and appear to 
have been origiotutty groDted trpon oooditioa that the 
inhabitanta should keep guard at the BGUet gate of 
Caen, whenever the King or the Ihdce of NormMndy 
happened to be in the city. Small and insignificaDt as 
CormelleB is, it has produced two men distinguiBhed 
in their day for their literary acqinreraents, — Gillea 
Andre' de la Roqne, historiographer to the king, and 
knight of the order of 6t Midiael ; aad Bu^ou, cur^ 
of the parish, member of the " Academic dea Inscrip- 
tions et Bdles Lettres," and author of numerous piece* 
of fugitive poefay. 

This village, in which there are five or six faonsea 
adapted to become the residence of English families, 

* Sina OUT arrival s Dewtnnm hoi been establialied, eicln- 
•tvely for the Engliih, by Mr Anoitrang, to lrhii;h a Urge 
dbidW ef the mfwctibla nBdeat* ne n^tcrikEn. 
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liM on the east aide of Caen, nearly midwmjr betmcn 
the roadi to Faluse and Honflenr. It u approadied 
tfarougph a iong avenue of fir and poplar trees, newly 
plantM, whicb in Bommer will hare a very pleasant 
appearance. On both sides of the road are higfi 
level downs, extending eastward from the Ome, aa 
far as the eye can reach, covered in siunmer with 
urrazin, ana in winter with one vast sheet of snow, 
which, daring the past season, waa blown up inttf 
ridges, resemUin^ the small waves of a sea suddenly 
firoien. Over this blaok plain the north wind sweepa 
almost UDremittingly, during the winter months, 
sometimes lifting ap the snow, and dashiof^ it, like 
the spray of the sea, agaiost any object which may 
happen to interrupt its rioleuce, at others, driving 
the fine and almost impalpable atoms with monotonous 
force along the billowy plain, lo the bitter days of 
' last winter, as (armed to the teeth in tarlan) I passed 
to and fro from Caen over thia road, I was frequently 
greatly amused by listening to this singular noise, 
resembling the whistling sound which the wind 
makes when blovi4ng through a grove of pine trees, 
though not exactly, for there was added a certain, 
I know not what, which ever accompanies small 
bodies in pnwressive motion. I here noticed a greater 
crispness and hardness in the snow than I had ever 
before remarked; and when the sun, which seemed 
to harden, not to melt it, shone in unclouded bright- 
ness upon the scene, every little snowy eminence 
assumed that pinky hue which Rousseau speaks of 
baring observed on the peaks of the Alps. I dare 
say, ^at wherever the air is particularly clear, the 
^^e phenomenon is risible ; but I do not remember 
to have remarked it in England, or even among the 
■nowy mountains of Walea. 

The house we occupied at Conaelles is the property 
of Mr Macpharlane, the cure of the parish, an Irisb- 
man, and formerly parish priest of Castleknock, near 
Dublin. B* had been educated at Caen, where hii 
uncle held a distinguished place in the Uuivewity, 
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but, like most other prieafa, quitted France on the 
breaking ont of the Revolution. After thirty jrears' 
residence id his own country, however, he returned 
to Nontiandy, where he obtained from the goven>- 
inent the cure of Cormellee. To eke out the scanty 
Btipead allowed to a cler^jmao of inferior rank in 
France, he receives a few pupils, chiefly froni Ireland. 
These, together with a niece, a young lady of eighteei^ 
and Captain Daly, an old Irish officer of great pie^ 
ftnd learning, might be said to constitute the cur^^ 

Our house, for which we paid twentjf pounds 
«-year, unfurnished, was large and commodious, with 
Stables, coach-house,* &a and had a lai^e Tardea 
both behind and before, well stocked with waU and 
Other fruit trees, the whole surrounded by lofty walls. 
Mext door was a smaller house, likewise belonging 
to the cnr^ occupied by a gentleman who had left 
England with me for Normandy. The remainder 
of the inhabitants of the village, one English family 
excepted, which soon after our arrival removed to 
Caen, were French, of wltom none but the mayor 
■were above the rank of peasants. Excepting the 
«nrf 8 family, therefore, our society was at Caen, 
which I generally visited once a-day during all 
weathers. 

* DariDg tbe gorenunmt of Napoleon, tbia lonw and tha 
next were & bwt-riMt aagai manutsctory, which did not lucceed. 
It »«s aeit converted into «n ordinary sugar refinery, bul with 
no better aucceas. Tte oanu&ctuie of tugar from bee(-roo^ 
■ tsTauriie fancy with the French, is itill carried on al Mathien, 
B mall villt^ ui the CBDloa of Douma, neu the Ha-duKb 
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CHAPTER III. 



Serttia—Manntri of the Feai 

— Winter {hatume ^>- Curi/yva cuatom ttj cne juace^.TiutiteTt — 
Forettt of Jforvtavdy— Burning of Coa!—Prcjiuiicet of 
tAeFrinch—Woaien Shoei—The Ciaufferette—Femah 
Peoiantry—Maiiag Love— The TTTmaeaa—Earlif Bimy 
. — Village Chnch — Public J.ibrary of Caen. 

It 18 difficult to 

tlum the cottttast __. .._ .... __ __. _ 

London, and that which preTails in a Nonnon vilhge. 
In the former, your time is occupied with operas, 
parties, club-houses, and every other ezcitemeDl which 
dvilieation can furniah ; in the latter, none of these 
interrupts ycnr quiet. Here, tliwefore, you io m 
you please, free from the tyranny of fishion. On 
the other hand, nuless you can create amusement for 
-yourself, you will have none. Even at Ca«n thwe 
la no resource for the idler but billiards and news- 
papers, which, as far as I can diseorer, consume aU 
the time the English in that city can spare from 
eating and drinking. 

I had not beeu many da}^ at Coraiclles befor« I 
learned that Bochart, the celebrated author of the 
Geographia Sacra, and many other learned works, 
14-as buried there, almost at the foot of my garden. 
Mi^s Dawson, the cure 'e niece, undertook to shew 
me the pave. I found the spot in the comer of 
a little field, which had formerly been a grove, the 
property of Bochart's family. No mound or stone of 
any kind marked the grave; but a few low trees, or 
flowering shruba, waved over the narrow house, their 
leaves fiJling and whirling about in the wind. Why 
Bochart waa not buried in oonsecrated ground I have 
'ot learned; but I suapect it was because be was a 
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vridtcsbuit. The resntations of the oatbolio diiirch, 
respecting the buritu of heretics, are remarkable for 
their bigotry : should a protestaut die in aoy part 
tit Prance, where his sect had no cemeteiy of their 
own, he could not, according to the decisions of the 
church, be interred in consecrated ground ; because a 
catholic cemetery would be thought to he polluted by 
his corpse, which, if deposited tt^re, nii^hi, if recog- 
nized, be dug up, and cast out of the sacred precinc^ta. 
Even after this bad been done, no catholic would be 
interred, until the ground had been re-consecrated, 
by a sprinkling of Greeorian water ; that is, ordinary 
holy water, mingled witb salt, wine, and ashes, called 
Gregorian becauae the nae of it is prescribed in the 
Mcramenlary irf St Gregory.* 

Returning from Caen early in the evening, perhaps 
before eight o'clock, I used generally to observe every 
house shut up, and lights in the upper windows. 



indicating that the peasants were retiring to rest. 
'd fact, during ccdd weather, they are most commonly 
t bed long before that hour. They have, indeed. 



) BMtive for sitting up late, the day being long 
enough for labour, and candle and firewood being 
extremely dear. Their modes of defending thent- 
telrea from tbe cold are various. In the first place, 
every person in the country, male and female, that 
can get it, cheer themselvee with eau de vie, the 
smell of which you may always discover as they pans 
you. In the next place, they clothe themselves, the 
women especially, with th« thickest and heaviest . 
puments ; it being not at all uncommon for a woman 

* Code Ecchtiatiique Franfoii, tome ii, p. 41S Anolher 

■pBTt of the Code infonni ua, thit ij laiB eveiy French suhject, 
^ -whiteTet irefd, may have the MvimlBge of being buried in 
amsecritai grauai, by hedging or walling off a portion of the 
cathoHc c«iueU!ry» and making a AeparaCe entraDce. These regu- 
lations, however, du not dat« farther back Ihsn the ^ear II. of 
the RepobKc, when Catholicism nan on tbe wane in France. 
Unirtn, si^cides, and duelliita, vho are more deapicable than 
,<ithei, ue not slloved Chiiatian bnriaL 
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to wear leveii petticoats. Thej moreoTer wear, under 
the chemise, very thick knit flannel wurUmbM, called 
tricoti, with lon^ Bleereg, which come down to the 
wrists, and are turned up over thoae of the rowa: 
these tricota, aa well as eTet7 other article of female 



fitrmera, and the pinafores of children, are of a liglit 
bright blue. 

Another mode of procnring warnitli, common 
among the peasantry, and not altogether unknown 
in some parta of Eogliuid, is, to t^e refuse in tho 
cow-houses and stables, where the breata of the 
cattle diffuses an agreeable warmth through the 
building. At Lions-sur-Mer, and other villages «a 
the sea-coaat, the lace-makers resort to the same 
curious practice to save fueL They agree with 
some farmer, who has several cows in warm winter 
ijuarters, to be allowed to carry on their operadoas 
in company with the " milky mothers." The cowa 
are tethered in a row, on one side of the apartment; 
and the lace-makers are seated cross-leg^ea upon the 
^VDud, on the other, with their feet buned in straw. 
Opposite each girl, in a email niche in the wall, is a 
candlo, placed behind a clear hemispherical bottle, 
the flat aide of which ia towards the candle, and the 
globular one towards the knitter. This bottle ia filled 
with water, and throws a small stream of strong, pure, 
white light npon the cushion, which renders the 
. .minutest thread of the lace more visible, if possible, 
thaft by day. These cow-houses being generally too 
dark to allow of their ever working without candles, 
and the cattle being sometimes out in the fields by 
day, the lace-makers prefer working all night. Num- 
bers of young men, of their own rank, resort to tbese 
cow-houses, and sit or lie down in the straw, by the 
cushions of their sweethearts, and sing, tell stories, or 
»ay soft things to them all night, to cheer tliem in 
their labours. The cur^ of the place, anxious lest 
the morals of his pretty parishioneis should suAeiv 



ECAKCITT OF FUEL. 35 

ban more dum once endeaTonred to ke«p away ih« 
lOTerg, but in Tain. To avoid, howcTcr, all re^ 
gronnd for acandal, tbe mothers and elderly female 
relations of many of the girls remain with them all 
night, pnmiing die same occupation. 

In the city of Caen, daring the last terribl« 
-winter, when several persons were frozen to death is 
their beds, the poor were permitted, during several 
hours of the day, to warm themselves at the fires 
of the hospital, as, according to Aristophanes, the 
poor of AtDeuB resorted, during winter, ta the stove* 
of the public baths. Firewood is every year beco- 
ming scarcer and dearer in Normandy, as well as in 
the other parts of France ; and it is certain, that 
the inhabitants will soon be compelled to conquer 
their stupid prejudices, and bum coaL In 1811, it 
was calculated that, in the department of Calvadoa, 
the richest and best cultivated in France, there were 
97,000 hectares of land covered with forest, or one- 
fifieenth part of the whole departmenL Since that 
period, the forests hare been rapidly diminishing,* 
* Dr Dibdin, an imniing, but eicanvely hutf and incorrect 
WnCer, nyi, that the French atirer think of plutiiw tne* for 
fwl, either in thf Deighbaurhaadofpapalonicitie*,orelwwfaa'e; 
bat, if this be the cue, how hire they managed to ^t tiiel tm the 
liM tvo tbouuod yean ? The Doctor'i infonoation is eitremelj 
ineomct: heuya, that, :o the arrondiHemenl of Caen, there are 
only three hundred and forty-four hectare! of fbrest, whereaa there 
sreybur Ihougand hectares. — ^nnvatTt de Caltadotf [8S9, p- 
82. There are, moreover, a great number of young plantation! in 
TiriOu! parts of Normandy ; hut whether Ihey are gufEcienllr 
Dunannu, ii more than 1 can determine. The goremmciU 
r^uIatcB the cutting of wood in the treat foreata, and will, I 
Irsat, take care that the people ih^l not want fuel. Cod 
mine! are beginning ta b« opened, and worked actively, in 
tome (sntoaa: — " La mine de Littr; livifie tout 1e payi qui 

UBii habile! que prudentes, jouit d'une pmapentj que I'aorDll 
lie jour en joor. Le* rouCa nombmuaa qui traverHut rain»> 
uiieun ont M etablie* aux fran dee 



proprif taires de la mine, ou- .__ 

tt«B produit!. 1.1 oontmuoede Littry, quicompte d^ptuade 

law lubitau, «t ipx dbir '-'-' ■■ "-" 
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•Md at prMent, I lielisTe, there is & pretty fmeral 
oonTiction, that the wood will not loi^ snppljr the 
consumption of the inhttbitanta. Last autumn, just 
after our arrivt^ the first NewcMtk coals ever Been 
at Caen were brought thither for the use of the 
English. There is, moreoTer, » coal nine at Littry, 
three leagues beyond Bayeux, vhic^ at present is 
aetiTely worked, and is wdd to be extremely pro- 
ductive.. The coals are much inferior in quality to 
' those from the north of England ; but tbeir reputation 
is every day increBsin? ; the roads to and from the 
mines are continnally thronged with carts and wagons ; 
•ud tbe place, which was at first a wretched village, 
is rapidly starting up into a wealthy town. Nerer- 
theless, the prejudice against coal oontiDneB very 
strong at Caen. Dr Bennett, the prolestant clergy- 
nwn, told me, that he had received notice t« quit nis 
bouse, betmite he banted coal ; and another EngHtb 
eeotleman at Caen, who had invited a lai^e party, 
finding his drawing^'Dom very thin, and inquiring the 
reason, found that the French had staid away, he^aum 
it was jinderalood he burned coal. What renders the 
preference for wood fires more astonishing is, that, 
beeidea giving much less heat than coal, they are Ua 
more expensive; but prejudice, we see, is stronger 
than avarice, even among Frenchmen. 

To return, however, to the peasants. Their feet 
are defended from tbe rigour of the weather by their 
tdbota, or wooden shoes, which are formed of one 
8<^d piece of beech, hollowed out to lit the foot; 
These shoes are reused from the ground by very high 
heels, and a corresponding thickness in the fore part 
of the sole. Besides these, a thick sock of felt is 
irorn, which at once increases the warmth of the 
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Habot, and jnreT«nte il from riikbin^ tb« foot; »ai, 
with the country belles, who have a particukr pauioa 
for Snerj, this sodi ii of a scarlet colour. The sabots 
are kept i^ou the foot bj a itran of black polished 
leather, irhi^ paaaes over the neck of the foot, andle 
nailed below beneath the inetep. Add le all these con- 
trivaoces the chanfferette, which everj woman, ridi 
and poor, in Normandy, constantly vsea, during; oold 
weather, eroi in church. The chaofferette is aeqnare 
wooden box, pierced at tlie top, lined with tin, and 
-filled with burning brai»e, a species of charcoal, which 
diffuses a pleasant warmth, without causing headacb. 
It is not an nncomnion thing, 1 was iufonned, for 
the women in the lower ranks to haye children before 
marriage ; aad, with one or two natural children, they 
'6nd no more difficulty in getting huehands than they 
do, nnder Bimilar circumstivnces, in Tartory or Thibet, 
and are received among their &ir siaterbooi^ whether 
before or after marriage, oxaotlj as if they had kept 
, tbemselres chaste. Their mauneraand conversation, 
msceover, are remarkably coarse. Among women of 
a higher rank, personal siureitbuice is not considered 
unnecessary. During courtship, the mother generally 
gits in the room with the lovers; walks out wiu 
them ; gofs to church with them ; and, in one word, 
never quits ber daughter's aide, until she is fkirly 
married. The other day, in a match where the lover 
was French, the mistress English, the gentleman, some 
lime after he had obtained pennission to pay his 
addresses, petitioned, with mucn gravity, to he allowed 
every day, on entering and quitting the house, to kiss 
his mistress's cheek. The favour was granted; and 
the methodical and conscientious lover, never dream- 



ing of overstepping the bounds prescribed, gave hia 
beloved two kisses regularly per day. The courtship 
was carried on in French, of which the mother did 
not understand one word, and the daughter ve^ 
few ; but, the diplomacy of love requiring hut litd^ 
aid from language, the business was conducted with 
facility, and terminated as it ought. If the mother. 
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bomTcr, l«ft the room for an iiisbuit, dnriiig the 
oourtship, the lover, in the greatest alami for the 
bononr of his mUtreM, woold start np from the mfa, 
on which they nsDallj gat, and, throwing open the 
door of the apartment, that the persona in toe next 
room might-Ware a full view of him, would pace to 
and fro, or stand as far aa possible from the girl, until 
the duenna returned. 

When a marriage takes place, all the fiimitiire, 
liDen, plate, &c. is brought by the lady; and in these 
■DBtters the Normans are extravt^ant. In hiunble 
life, the girls frequently labour for many years to get 
together the sum necessary for furnishing their trou4- 
teau, as their contribution to the matrimonial stock 
IB denominated; and are generally betrothed, from a 
Tet^ early age, to some younif man of the neigbbour- 
bocM, who does the same tbing. The young lace- 
nakers of Caen, whom we see plying their fingers so 
merrily at their cottage doors, are all labouring for 
love. A great many of the young men of this depart- 
ment are ston»«ntters, and go up to exercise their 
«allii)gin Paris, where, Iftboni beii^more productive, 
they more rapidly acquire the sum supposed t« bo 
necessary for commencing housekeeping. 

I observed, a few pages back, that, before the first 
hoot of the owl, the villagers are generally in the 
land of dreams ; but, if they retire early to bed, they 
certainly make up for it by rising with the lark in 
the morning ; though I cannot discover that the old 
«d^e, 

Etrly to bed, inil early la Hie, 

Is tiii way to be heiltliy, wealthy, sad viae, 

is at all verified in their case; for, though they are 
healthy enough, they cannot be called either wise or 
wealthy. However, as I have said, they are ra> early 
in the morning ; and I hare not nnfrequently been 
awakened before dawn on a Sutiday, by the flml irf 
one of diese noisy descendaDta of RoUo, who are, in 



fmenl, particnlarif indostrions on Uiat daj, as if to 
annoy the protestanto, and their own pastor. 

Shortly' ^er our arrival at the Tillage, we went 
to tbe little church to hear ereninr Berrice. W« 
approached the sacred huildingr through a narrow, dark 
lane, and crossed the oemetery, where the light, stream- 
ing from the narrow windows, and falling on the high 
walla and trees by which the edifice is surrounded, 
had a solemn, romantic appearance. On entering, I 
flbserred that the congregatioD was thin, and, as in 
all the other dturchea, consisted chiefly of women ; 
hot these were well dressed for peasants, and their 
clean white caps, ranged in long hnes, had a pleasing 
appearance. Along me walls, long slender candles 
were bnrning, but not in sufficient number entirely 
to dispel the darkness which still harboured in various 
nooks of the building, and communicated to the scena. 
an air of sombre religion. I walked up the church, 
and took a seat near the pulpit The cur^, in hia 
black robes, was standing sAently at the extremity of 
the church, in front of the altar, where a tew small 
tapers yielded a dim religious li^ht, and imperfectly 
discovered the large picture which formed the altar-, 
piece : suddenly several roices burst forth in a loud 
Monotonous chant, which, by the continued recurrenoe 
of the same notes, produced a kind of sublime effect, 
like' the endless repetition of the same figure upon an 
Egyptian obelisk. Then the singing ceased, and th« 
aermon commenced. The whole discourse turned 
upon the necessity of penitence for sin ; and the looks, 
tones, voice, and gestures of the preacher, were pre- 
ctsely snch as one ought to find in a village church. 
He did not hunt after rhetorical figures, or aim at 
producing effect by violent gestures ; his manner was 
as simple as that of a patriarch addressing the peopla 
sfhis tnbennderatree. This, however, is not by anj 
means the general character of a French preacher, 
nor is it that best suited to the taste of the people, 
who prefer fierce declamation, a theatrical display ftf 
emotion, and terrible deouudation of Qod's vengeanoo. 
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In religioii, H in eTery t)rii^«l»*, tkey lore exigigen- 
tionj whidi,perhapt,Uthe case with all half-jMrbaroua 
BttioTiK. The giTOiif resinoiu smell of the incense 
in cntholio churches is offenuT^ especially on first 
entering'. 

Tuesday, October 20th, I walked in to Caen with 
tlie cnr6, to be introduced at the public library. The 
weather was beautifiil, and the wide downs which 
stuToond the city, over which numerom small rillaees 
■re scattered, seemed to rqoice in the sunshine, Uke 
tlie living creatvres wbieh moved t« and fro over 
them. O)overging as we went, on " fete, free will, 
foreknowiedre absolute," &<.'. the way seemed short, 
ftnd we were in the town almost before we were aware 
of it. As we passed the great qviarriee of Vancelles,* 
the cur6 observed to me, that, when William the 
Bastard bad completed the conquest of England, be 
prohibited the people of Caen from bnildine with 
Stones, under the persuasieh that they would soon 
becomescaroe, and transported the best of those found 
in this neighbourhood to Lwidon. 

The public library occupies the principal apartment 
of the Hotel de Ville, in the Place Royal. The 
room, which is directly above the chapel, now used 
as a wood-house, cannot, I think, be less than one 
hundred and gfty feet in length, by about fifty in 
width. About the middle, it enlarges, like a chnrch, 
and takes tlie form of a cross, of which the arms, 
however, are short, and terminate in lofty windows. 

* Dr Dibdln nukei a vei; lu^luble mistake, in epeakiai of 
these quarries, informing ui, that, accordinx to Huet, the abbey 
of St Etienue, at Caen, was boilt with stone brougbt partly from 
VaneeUe*. »nd" partly from Germanj!" French Trims, tome ii, 
p. 2S. Huet, however, knew better. By " Allemagne," the 
word wMvh deceived Che worthy Doctor, the authoi of Che 
Origina dt Caea, merely meant the village of that name, 
atuaCed upon the banlu of the Ome, about two miles above the 
city. It would, indeed, have been yeiy eitraordinary if WiU 
Ham, paoingby the noble quaiTies of Caen, had Mnt all the way 
to Oermany for stone to bmld hii chorcheA 



Above tli« book pelves are portraits of the principBl 
^ae&ctors to the library, or Ur the citj, among whom 
Bochart,- and Huet, bishop of AvtancheE, are, perh^Ni 
tbe most remarkable. The few Btudents who A^quen* 
this establishment, are furnished, as at the British 
Museum, with cb^rs, tables, pens, and iidi. The 
library is said to coatain twenty-fire thousand Tolnmes, 
and perhaps it may; but the greater uuiuber of these 
volumes are worth nothing-, consisting chiefly ot 
■ school divinity, casuUby, legends of saints, ko. 
These books are tbe spoils of Uie monasteries of the 
neighbourhood, which were ransacked during the 
Revolution ; and they have still the uipeanmce of 
belonging to a monastery. I observed, iu a veiy 
conspicuous part of the room. Father Sancbeis 
treatise on tne Sacrament of Matrimony, - which 
i4>pears to baTe been a fevourite work with the 
mouks; and, not far from it, was the folio editimi 
of the French Eni^clopeedia ; the former, the most 
abandoned production of the catholic church, the 
latter, the most objectionable of all those tvorkn which 
have been directed against Catholicism. Of English 
books, there are extremely few, as -well as of modem 
French publications. There is no printed catalogne, 
it being thought that the twdve or fourteen hundrad 
francs, which the printing of a cat^ogue would cost, 
woaldbebetter kid out in the purchase of new books. 
The written catalogue, however, which fills five folio 
volumes, is cleverly tmd methodically made out, and 
serves all the useful purposes of a catalogue. The 
librarian is a civil, hut neavy man, with scarcely 
sufficient intellect for his office, which does not 
require much; but yet, I cannot suppose that he 
could have mistaken a printed book for a manuscript, 
nntil Dr Dibdin set him right Not being a bibho- 
grapher, like my worthy predecessor, i made no 
inmiiries respecting any editio pritteep$, or Polyglott 
Bikes 1 bat, being frequently desirous, durii^ the 
seven or eight months I spent at Caen, to make nse 
of this Ubnuy, 1 found it miserably defident in all 
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worki of atititj. In fact, pablic^libranei are but too 
frequently filled with cunoua tOTs, and articles of 
mere Iiuarj, to the exclnsion of what b most 
^qnisitfl and valnable in literature. I caDDOt, how- 
ever, imagine a more despicable heap of rubbiih than 
a bibliomaniac's library j such a one, for example, as 
Dr Dibdin would prize, and as one finds in t«o many 
neat booses in England. One event connected wita 
tile higtoiy of this eatablisbment, I ought to mention 
with praise. In the course of the Jast sprin)r, the 
shelree were cleared of all duplicate copies of books, 
and of much other useless lumber ; and the Totoroea 
thus cast out were sold. I examined the mass, aa 
it lay strewed about the floor of the room, but could 
discover little to tempt any one but a bibliomaniac, 
except a, few odd volumes of St Au^tistin, Bochart's 
Qei^raphia Sacra, and the Postliumous Works of 
Benedict Spinosa. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Opening oft/u Omt Ro^—Abbty Chvreh of SI EHaau— 
TamS of Wiffiflm tht Conqueror — Women exdudedfrom 
Ot Sandiiary, or Ctoir, in Cathnlic Ckurehti— Hataitert 
of OmrUofJialice—Femalf Vabtioftht Cour Bogab — 
Adeoeatt-GaKral'i Speech — Exemiion to HSondaWe — 
Curiont Ctutom — A. Ckrattaing—ChoKttjf the Soma tff 
Chitdrm regitUUed bg Laa. 

On Tuesday, 3d November, the Conr Royale, that 
is, the Court of Justice, was opened for the season, 
and, of course, I was desirous of being present. 
LeavingCormelleB early in the morning, we arrived 
at the Palais de la Justice about ten o'clock, bnt 
observed no indications of the approach of an imposing 
ceremony. The sates, however, were open, and a 
f«w solitary individuals were pacing to and fro, with 
folded arms, beneath the vast portico. On inquiring 
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at irbat hour the Conr wu to Open, we found that 
we had an hour to spare ; and as nothing wag to be 
gained by remaining where we were, gazing at the 
passing crowd, or at one another, I proposed viaiting 
the church of St Etienne. It was agreed. We 
repaired to the church — entered. The interior of 
the building is magnifieent The body of the church, 
eTpanding, as it were, before the eye, to a dUtance 
which appears immense, by the delnsive effects of 
the architecture, is profosely lighted by five large 
windows, and is free from all aiueetnly ornament. 
On the left hand, a range of small chapels, enclosed 
at the bottom by iron railings, and decorated with 
pictures, which look well enough at a distance, 
extends along the whole length of the building ; and, 
sweeping round the eastern extremity, behind the 
altar, reaches half way up the other side. In these, 
beiides the pictures above mentioned, statues, relics, 
&e. meet the eye in profosion. Upon examination, 
the pictures and statues xre found to be poor things. 
Of the raloe of the relics, I am no judge. 

After baring enjoved the first coi^>-d'ail of the 
buildiug, I be^n to look about for the worshippers. 
A poor old woman, wrapped in a wretched gray 
cloak, the hood of which was drawn over her head, 
sod partly concealed her face, was sitting near the 



no signs of life in her countenance. In fuct^ she bad 
the appearance of an image, flung carelessly against 
the waU. Perhaps the poor old craature had bees 
carried thither to die, — happy to close her eyes in 
the honse of Ood. Slie certainly seemed too weak 
to haye crawled thither herself. About the middle 
of the building, another woman, but j'ounger and 
stronger, was kneeUng before the railings which 
divide that part of the edifice which is called the 
choir, or sanctuary, from the remainder of the churdi 
In opening the iron gate of the choir, we distorhed 
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her deTotioDB. She arose from her koees and retired. 
I could not gee snotber Boul in the abbey ; but, from 
certain enclosed niches on the right, probably the 
Mcristy, the soQDd of numerous voices proceeded. 
The conrerHBtion was carried onby laen; and, by the 
snatches of it which reached us, it appeared t« be on 
some vulgar worldly tof ic. Id catnolic churches, 
the choir, or sanctuary, is regarded as too sacred to 
be entered by women. The reason, however, may. 
be discovered, if we look narrowly into the matter, 
in another regulation ot the church — that which 
condemns the priests to single blessednesB ; for th* ' 
too near approach of beauty might derange the ideas . 
of men living in forced ceubacy. Whatever be- the 
cause, it is a disgraceful r^ulation, — savouring more 
of those barbarous times, in which women were 
ioohed upon as inferior animals, than of that high 
state of civilization which France boasts of having 
reached. In England, and, indeed, wherever pro- 
testantism prevails, marria^ renders it possible tor a 
clergyman to be surrounded by the fair, even during 
the performance of the most holy offi<»s of his 
religion. 

When we had entered the sanctuary, I advanced 
up towards the altar, to the spot where the ashes of . 
William, the Norman conqueror of England, repose, — 
or once did repose, — and put my foot upon the tomb 
of thU mighty king. There was his name upon tha 

Eonnd, — " Invictiasimus Oulielmus." Poor fellow I 
ull antiquaries had trampled a thousand times upon 
his remains; tl^e mob had torn them from their 
restin? place ; and a cobbler's children had, perhaps, 
playea at bat and ball with his thigh bones. It wa« 
noti however, to bestow an Egyptian immortality upon 
bis thigh bones that William fought and conquiered, 
but that his name might fill me world, and the 
memoiy of mankind ; and I that moment felt, that 
his object had been accompli^ed. The very atmos- 
phere seemed traught with the glory of WiUiani, 
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irluoh han?, like a migfatjr aludoir, upon the chiuvh, 

rn the adjoiaing streets, and, in one word, on all 
city of Caen. I seemed to breathe the air of 
heroism as I moved, and mj heart dilated with 
indescribable pleasure. Such is the induence of 
great mental eaerrj, even when, as in the present 
iBstanoe, it is allied with vice and tyranny. 

From the abbey we retnrned to the Palace of 
Justice, where some signs of the approaching ceremony 
were now visible. Small groups of English ladies 
were walking to and fro on the Place St Sauveor, — 
the people under tbe portico were erery moment 
beoontiog taore numerous, — and among them J now 
and then saw the black gown and cap, and the white 
appendages, of au advocate, passing and repassing. 
The lawyers, and even the judges, wear their own 
hair, — a wig not being here denned a mark of wis- 
dom. Among the crowd I observed one individual 
who seemed to have served his apprenticeahip at the 
Old Bailey and the oourta of law in Londw. He 
wore a white hat, which was perked iu a knowing 
manner on one side of the head. His coat, a long 
brown frock, was left unbuttoned, and he stuck hit 
hands in his pockets, and strutted about like a man 
quite at home. His oonntenance exhibited that mix- 
ture of audacious impudence and hardened indifference 
respecting right and wrong, which appears to be the 
livery of all haunters of courts of justice, and created 
in me a sensation of ineffable loathing and di^ust. 
I could read perjury, fidse testimony, thieMa£ing, 
and every cowardly atrocity, in his features, and felt 
as uneasy as I should if a rattlesnake or a crocodile 
were creeping about me. 

At length the judges arrived, and entered the 
^artment where ther were to put on their robes of 
ceremony. We had been told by a female attendant 
of the palace, that the great dietaries of the court 
would hear maas, in a neighbouring chapel, before 
they oODunenoed the bnunem of the day; but could, 
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le information from m 

irant of riTilitj visible in sU the imderatrappen tit 
justice, and engendered, perhapi, by tbe nuntcrons 
questions which are necesstuil; pot to them. While 
we were standing in some doDbt what mOTement to 
make next, we obserred as old gentleaian, with a 

Sartj of ladies, coming^ up, and, haTing whimpered 
>r B moment or two with some of the Cerbemses <rf 
the place, make for that part of tbe palace where, wo 
had Wen told, the ceremony was to take place. We 
DOW took this party for our l^ide, and followed them, 
without speaking a word. They passed under a lof^ 
archway into a spacious court, and, having' crossed 
it, entered a small doM-, finmi which a steep winding 
flight of stairs led up to the top of the building. 
Treading close in the steps of onr conductors we 
reached a small landing-place, where a nuui appeared, 
bearing, like a jailor, a huge bunch of keys in his 
hand. We now began to suspect that, inetead of the 
palace of justice, we had entered a private ^wdling; 
and I expressed our suspicion in French to cme of 
■-4 strange yoaag ladies who were going befbre nsi 
sne turned her nne bine eyes upon me, and replied 
smilingly in English, that she beheved we were going 
right Without tdiing the sKrhtest notice cj our 
little dialogue, the man with the keys ascended the 
stairs, and we followed him, door after door ojteninr 
before us and closing after us. At length we arriTei 
at a long gallery, or ccnridor, overio<wing the great 
court we had crossed below, and saw on onr left 
numerous little doors, with tbe names of different 
individuals painted upon them — " Prevost" — " Du" 
-val" — &c. I conjectured that these were tbe Danes 
of different advocates, and that the little niches 
Itelonged to them. I afterwards fonnd that tbey 



contained their caps and gowns. 

Passing alone this corridor, ana eniem^ a nnait 
dew at t&e biOxw end, we tnddenly foond oorsdhraa 



t 
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In tile hall of jaatiee, in a imall gallerj, whenoe we 
ooold look down and tee all that might be Koing on 
belov. Three or four persona were alr«B<fy in the 
court, and the ntunber increased every minnte. 
Among the crowd, there appeared several advocates, 
who passed into the privile^d portion of the apart- 
ment, enclosed frota the apace allotted to the vulgar 
by a range of high seats. Round the farther end of 
the court ran three rangee of seats, — those next the 
wall being evidently the places of honour j and in the 
centre was the president's chair. With a singular 
disregard of appearances, the public had been admitted, 
' Wore the room, which had been dosed for nearly a 
'year, was cleaned (h? ducted, and even before the 
stoves, which were jtiat lighted, had warmed the 

The various tables,- which were ranged round the 
wall, were covered with green basie, which lotdced 

'tolerably well, though somewhat dusty. While we 
were gaiic^ about us, two female domestieB — for in 

.Normandy women do Bverv thing — came in with 
small brushes in their hauos, to stir about the dust, 
demolish the cobwebs, and put the place in order. 

.,They first removed the green baiie Irom the tables, 
npon which a thick coat of dust, the deposition of a 
whole year, now appeared ; but when this was brushed 
off, we discovered thai they were of marble. When 
this portion of the business had been performed, one 
of the female valete retired, — first, however, after the 

.manner of the place, making a speech to her learned 

-aiat«r, which, though by no means inaudible, was 
unintelligible, in the gallery. 

While these important matters were in progress, 
we observed the advocates below elbowing the 4»x>wd, 

-md making towards the door, with. at fierce a deter- 
ninatien to ha oat fint, as they could have manifested 
lud the cry of " Fire I Fire I " resounded in their eaia. 
im|uiring into the cause of this sudden retreat, we 

iMTKed with disnay, tlwt tiie boll whidi w« just then 
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heard toin^ ^i<i)!'> ^o^iTi '" " neigbbonriog chtuvb, 
wu cftUing' the lawyers to maaa, and that we had j^ 
to wait another- good honi- before the banneis of tbe 
da;' ironld commence. Aa man could be heard, vr 
rather Been, erery day, we remained where we were, 
for fear we should lose onr places ; and the gallery 
gradnally became fuller and fuller. 

At the extremity of the coort, directly above the 
president's chair, was a portrait of Lonis XVIII, and 
«ii each side, npon the waUs, namerous fleurs de 
lis, SDmrauDted by crowns. Above these, and not 
Tery far from the roof, were two larg« stone tablet*, 
shaped like those which in pictures are (generally 
represented in the hands of Moses, npon which were 
the words " Code Penal." On the left were other 
similar tablets, bearing, we supposed, the words " Code 
Orile," bnt they were inTisible frora where we sat. 
On the edge of the table which st«od before the 
diair of the preudent, the words " Respect A la L<d" 
were written in letters of ^Id. The ^Ided orna- 
ments, which adorned the seat of the chief of justice, 
were stack on while we were there. 

When mass was at length over, the judg«8, the 
adToeates, and a mob of fiulowers, entered the conrt, 
and walked up, ecctnding to their rank, to their 
pkces within tne endosnre. When seated round the 
room, the jndpes in their scarlet gowns and the 
advocates in black, they made a very respectaUe 
npearance ; but the scene which followed wofully 
disappointed us. We bad been told, tliat the advocate- 
general, tbe person who was that day to address tbe 
oourt in a set speech, was an orat«r of more thaa 
ordinary powers, — aa orator who had frequently 
tncoMded, by bis knowledge of tbe secret springs m 
tie passions, in melting even lawyers to tears. He 
•oon stood up, with a roll «f paper in his band, and 
iwad a speecn trf an hour's length, to an aodienoe^ 
•very individual of which, I am convinoed, wn 
Jitftrtily wwtry of his prosii^ banague, for the hat 
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fifty minates at least. His voice was lu^brioiu and 
tremulous, as if from a sudden access of ^ief, or from 
eitreme old age, tboDgh the man was but of middle 
age, and bad not, I suppose, any very particular reason 
for bovering upon the verge of weeping. If any one 
ever shed tears at hearing him read — for he could 

' not be said to speak — it was certainly ^m pi^ or 
rage. His action and gesture were inferior to tbosa 
of a common raethodist preacher ; and his person, 
which, according to Cicero and Quinctilian, should 
be eloqnent in an eloquent man, was as inexpressive 
as a stick. Of the matter of his discourse it would 
be nnjiist to say much, for he took care wo should 
not hear half of it; but, as for as I could judge, it 
consisted of a string of commonplaces on the dignity 
of the law, and the superiority of modem advocates. 
When this tiresome oration waa over, two or three 
new judges were sworn in and installed, and the 
business of the day was at an end. 

My nezt excursion was with a party of ladies 1o 
the village of MondeviUe, situated upon the left bank 
of the (Site, a little to the north of Caen, where, I 
was informed, there were some small but aingnlar 
caverns to be seen. Though it was the beginning of 
December, the weather was remarkably fine, the sun 
shining beautifully all the morning trom a sky slightly 
sprinkled with thin clouds. The road to the vSlwe 
was dry and clean, but, as soon as we bad entered it, 
became almost impassable, from mud and pools of 
water, to say nothing of worse impediment^. This 
is always the case in Norman villages. The peasants 
seem to delight in dirt and unsavoury smells, and, in 
general, select low unwholesome spots on which to 
erect their hovels, as has already been remarked bv 
a judicious native writer. The grounds, to see which 
formed the object of onr walk, were once l^d out 
with taste, and are certainly very beautiful upon k 
sm^ scale. They are sitoated upon the side of ■ 

•iteep hill, and command a very fine view of the 
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Onw ill the ynj up to Caen, winding tkrongh lieb 
modowB thiclilj studded wiUi trees, now of coui«e 
leaflese. Here and there io the gardens, was a tnuJI 
cavern, or hollow in tb« rock, shaded bj clusteriufT 
tred, and approached by narrow deep rsTuies, over 
which small rustic bridges are thrown. One of these 
caTea is lai^e and lofty, and divided bf a portion of 
. the rock, — which springs up lilce a huge pillar, — into 
several ^tartments, the most gloomv and remote of 
which ends in a dark fissure, which seems to lead 
into the bowels of the earth. In one of the dirisions 
of the cavern, was a fine large dark green plant, 
flourishing in obscurity. Another division had been 
converted into a receptacle for potatoes. 

In various parts of tile gardens, which, as Montaivne 
said of the Tyrol, were like a plaited garment, U»t 
would i4)peBr large if stretched out, there were 
numerous statues of Pagan divinities, standing up 
among the trees, — as Cupid, the three Graces, Venus, 
ice. Two of these were exceedingly fine cbsIs,< — 
one of the Venns de Medici; the other of Bacchus 
carrying a &un. At the bottom of the gardens, there 
runs a stream of beautifiilly dear water, beneath 
overarching trees. 

The eastern portion of Maudeville is a long line of 
miserable dwelungs, sweeping round in a curve, at the 
foot of a gray barren hill. The village below is a 

Sicture of Btter wretchedness — the hill above, of utter 
esolation. Yet this miserable cluster of hovels is 
.'sot altogether without consequence, being mentioned 
more than once in the history of the dudiy. It was 
anciently called HamundiviUa, which has gradually 
been softened down to its present name. It wsa 
bestowed, in 989, by Dnke Richard I, upon the cbardi 
<tf Fescamp, whose abbe was at once ils civil and 
^iritnal lord, A very curious custom anciently 
oDtained here, as well as at Caen. Every year, the 
landSiWbich, like those in many other parts, belonging 
to corporate bodies, were not permitted to be eaclMM^ 
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were measared out by a p«rch, *ad eack perMm't 
iiliare tiUottad to fain. This was called the Litre*; 
■ad tlie monka of Fescamp were Ixmnd to funkh a 
iat oow, a pipe of ci<l«r, sod a proporti«9Uit« quantity 
of bread, to rstresh the Tas»als, Briwts, and cUrk* of 
the aaid parish, eagsged ia th« admeaMir^est of the 
lands. The most remariuble part of the buaiueaa 
was, that, even so late as the sixteenth ceotuFf, the 
length of t^ perch was not fixed, but raried evMnr 
year, accordinr to the siae of the man's foot wfai<£ 
the farmeis luioee to make the atanJdsrd of tke 

. Sunday, Dec 2(L — A feiW dajs ago, there was a 
chnstenin^ at the Tillage church; and I, of ceitnK, 
went to witneas the ceremonj. It was to hare taken 
place at three o'clock ; bnt, at the i^pointedi ho«r, the 
CUT^ had not returned from Caen; and, while we 
were waiting for him, we strolled about orei the 

. crisp frosty fields behind the village. At length t^ 
dark figure of the parish priest was seen approaching 
from the city ; and, preceded or followed bv all the 
n^ged boys in the place, we repaired to tde aoene 
of action. It was sow, howcTar, the turn of the 
cobbler, who was tbe lather of the child, to msiattMi 
his dignity ; and, the ciir6 having been behind time, 
he also resolved to come slowly to tbe ground. \a 
the meantime, our patience was pretty nearly put to 
flight by the cold. We entered the diurch, kicked 
onr beds agunst the pavement, looked at the altar- 
piece uid the font, abused the oobUer, then went out ' 
again. In tile churchyard we found the eaxi, Woking 
balM-ozen, and vowiog, that, unless the sboeoojier 
made hast«^ he would retreat, and leave his offspring 

'nameless. To prevent so embarrassing a reault^ we 
sallied forth, and, proceeding down tbe village, soon 
ancouutered the child, vtugly wnqiped up, in the arms 
of the sage-femme, and accompanied by his grandfather 

'"DvittmiEuaiHittorijueniirCaai, &c. tome I. p.aBEI. ka. 
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and graadmother. Retiirningr with thii imposing^ 
pageant to the church, we beheld the ceremony 
penbroej. It ia ber« no joke to be christened; for 
the csodidnte for admiBsion into the catholic church 
not only ha* cold water poured upon hia bare head, 
and oil pot upon hi« bomm, but, to complete lii« 
trials, has a quantity of salt pnt into his month, like 
an Arab receirin^ the rite 'of hospitalitj. Hie 
Tonng cobbler, Mstuuen-Emmannel-Alphonse, made a 
de«perat«Ij wrjr month at this put of the ceremon* ; 
(mt remained quiet during the rest of the service. He 
was one day old. 

No money is p^d on these occasions ; bnt as 
Hatthien-EmmAnuel, &o. was a first idiild, a delicate 
fine white napkin was added to the box of bon~i>tms 
tuually presented to the priest The Latin portion 
of the eeryice, part of which, to their great edification, 
ts repeated by the godfiithers and godmothers, ia 
Wnerally hnrri«d over in a Tery slovenly manner'; 
but, in conclusion, the priest addresses a disconrse in 
French to the sponsors, &c. with somewhat more 
leisure and solemnity. The water is put into thn 
font once a-year, after being consecrated, and is kept 
Under lock and key. 

According to the ecclesiastical code of France, the 
" mati^re eloign^" of this sacrament is natural 
wat«r, such as rain, fountain, river, M sea wat«r. 
Artificial wat«r, eau de vie, wine, or saliva, if substi- 
tuted in the place of natural water, wonld render the 
hnptism nnlL On solemn occasions, water which bis 
been Messed on the Saturday before Easter is used.* 

The formula of baptism is generally pronounced 
in Latin ; but we are comforted with the assurance, 
that, even were it delivered in French, or any other 
language, it would be equally effectual ; nay, even 
should the priest commit a few grammatiou errors 

■ Coanl. THdcDt. Kn. 7, Cm. S j lUDOcent lit. cap. non. 
at eitri. ie btptiimo et eiua eSectu. • Codt Ecdf. Ft. lonw 
". p. 284. 
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on the occasion, which the Chnrch foresaw ifm not 
Bt all improbable. 

Aa new-bom infanta are estremelj liable to di^ 
the catholic chnrch, which teaches, that if thejr 
depart anbuptize'd, the^ are for ever excluded Jrom 
. Uie presence of Ood, ig of coune anxious that the 
ceremonj', upon which so much depends, should be 
perlbrmed ee soon as possible after birth, and earnestly 
exhorts parents not on anj account to defer it beyond 
the first day. In het, the synodal statutes of several 
dioceses positively ordain, that in&nts shall be baptized 
on die very day of their birth, ot, at farthest, on the 
nest day. 

In addition to all this solicitude, — which may be 
interpreted more ways than one, — the laws ofFrancA, 
both civil and ecclesiastical, absurdly meddle with the 
names which parents bestow upon their children ; 
the former confining the choice of parenta to the 
names of the saints mentioned in the calendar, and 
the celebrated personages of ancient history; the 
latter, to the names of such saints as the chnmh 
hoDotirs with puUio worship. For some mysteriona 
reason, which is- not even hinted at, the cor^ Of 
parishes are directed to take care tiiat no pagsn 

Spellation be bestowed upon an infant. The names 
Socrates and Aristrdes are, therefore, proscribed 
in France. This law dates as fer back as the year XI 
(1803;) and,conseqnently, is a specimen of Napoleon's 
wisdoQ). The most langhable part of the whole is, 
that, by this masta^ece of legislation, those persona 
who, at the period of the promulgation of the Uw, 
ht^psned to bear heterodox names, were invited to 
ohanM them ibr new ones. Monks and nnns cannot 
stand at godfathen and godmothers.* 

• Cub .EccImoXigtu j:>an('au, tome II, p. S84-aM. 
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CHAPTER V. 



^^rmrntm to Vieu^, an ancient Soman city — Sinaitiar 
Firty-boat-^Tht C)am*-~Thi Curfi mtce — Sano- 
phagi—The Catartt— Cidtr Brandy — Ottide tr ''" 



Peaiant Girh — Public Scalti aiul Wrighti—Dcircratfd 
Chapel-— Commtncemenl of Winter ~ Snow —Intattitu of 
the Cold—The Wal<!a com, ot of the Forati^Winter 
Studiet — Chrittauu See— Midnight Mass. 

On ona of those fine frosty d&fg of December, 
which preceded the setting in of the rbow, I made an 

. BKcuraion to Vieux,* — r which I belioye, in spite of 
the bithop of AvruicheB, to hare been the ancient 
Coital of the Viducasai, — in company with a small 
party of ladies. We left Cormelles early ia the 
nivniing, aod, passing through If, Allemague, and St 
Andre, crossed the Ome in a fernr-boat of very 
remariiahle form and construction. It resembled the 
upper part of a Gothic arch, and, consequently, was 
nearly as broad as it was lone. It was perfectly Bat, 
lihe a raft, or catamaran, and had no seats, so that 
we were obliged to stand upon its wet floor, while 

' paasinr the nver. The binder part, or stern, if it 
oonld be called so, was open, and as nearly as possiUe 
on a level with the water's edre _; hot a species <HF 

. bulwark, about a foot and a half high, ran ronnd the 
two sides, and met and joined at the point. A cable 
of nodemte size was extended across the slu^^h 
stream; and by this the little NoiBian Charon, who 

* The reader viH find, in tbe Appendix, No. I, tie liigtarjr of 
the Ttiioiu diMoTCria vhich hivB been nude it lh» TiUig^ 
copied bom Xa Deicriplion Topographtqiie et Statiitigne dt fa 
Ffaace, (Tfo. ^ p. 41, 42, ) s work <^ merit and authority. 
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WHS as sileot u U* b<nt, pullad as over. On the 
otlier Bide, we made the land over a raft reMmUiag 
the flying bridge at Plymouth, which Uea moored, I ' 
imaffine, the greater part of the year, exactlj wbra« 
we found it; for it is meant for the convefance of 
hw^ea and carriages, which do not ^pear to pasa TWy 
freqnentlj- by this road. Though awkward enonrii to 
look at^ it is convenient ; bat, like every thing eb* in 
the coimtry, is oot of repair, and holds so mnch 
wat«r in its pits and hollows, that one of the ladies 
wet faer feet m traTersii^ it. 

From this feny we walked on Ut Fignerolles, a . 
viUage remarkable for uotbing but its vast dunghiDs ' 
and numerous geese, and from thence, thnnirii a 
picturesqne and well-wooded conntir, to Viettx. 
Hero it very soon became evident^ Uiat, whatever 
mi||^ht have been the case formeiivi all traces of 



antiqaitT' had now disappeared. We perambulated 
the vill^ and its environs in even direction, and, 
excepting that the place was somewnat larger, could 



discover nothing to distinguish it from any of the 
other villages in the neigh^urhood of Caen. We at . 
length resolved, as a last resource, to visit the chnrch ; 
and, knocldog for some tine at the door of the 
presbyt^re, or parsonage, by dint of perseveruice 
succeeded in awakening a rough middle-aged womao, 
in a peasant's haint, whti, aflier some parley, consented, 
in a snrly morose tone, to shew us the sacred building. 
This rnde piece of womankind, we found, was the 
curb's niece. I had at that moment nader my ann, . 
the niece of another cnr6 — a yonng Irish beanty, 
transplanted from Dublin to those rude scenes ; and 
tbe contrast between the two was complete. 

We followed onr conductress, and were led into 
the church through a dooi< opening beside the altar. 
In catholic countries, wtwien are not, as I. bare 
already observed, permitted to enter thia pait of the 
*Aunih ; and, eiUter ft* this reason, or becMue Ae 
view of the altar wooU b« more striloDg in approach- 
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GKtludio frieDd inuuediatfllf turned ronnd, a 
out, in order to ent«r from the ^at door. Onr fiiir 
ooi^notress, however, was not a persoa to b« joked 
irith ; and, the tooiuent oar whole partf waa outside, 
■he very oooUf lacked the door, and put the kejia her 
pedcet When we perceived this, we explained our 
movementfi; but the kidy's onl^ replj wa«, that she 
could not waste her time on our account, aud that 
we must be utisfied with what we had seen. I had 
hithert« seen no instance of such gross incivilitf in 
Hormandj, and certainly shouhi not have expected 
it from a woman. 

However, since we found ourselves thus shut out 
of Ihe church, we were forced to be content with 
the ohurchyard, aud strolled about, moralizing like 
Hervey amon^ the tombs. Here, they were of all 
Bhj^>es and sizes, some formed like Eg-yptian sarco- 
phagi, and covered with sculpture bedaubed with 
paint, and rude enough to be mistaken for hierogly- 
phics ; others like little pframidii, springing up from 
small square bases, apd surmounted W pigmy globes ; 
others, again, like common stone coffijis. A cemeteiy 
is a place where one can always spend half an hour 
pr^tably, if not pleasantly ; but, even here, in the 
midst of mtH'tality and gloom, one eets hunery, — at 
least this was the caae with ua in &e churchyard of 

After a verr sharp and careful scrntiny of the 
appearance of all the houses iu the village, and ma king 
numerous inquiries, we were directed to what the 
good people were pleased to call an auberge. It 
was such .a place as one sonetimee reads of in a 
romance, when the author, having rejoiced our ima^- 
nstioD with pictures of splendour, which we should 
be glad to find realised, tasks his invention to the 
utmost to represent the other extreme, for the sake 
of contrast. This, at least, was the appearance it 
wore at first ; hut most things uqin)v« « little open 
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acqnaintaiMse. It ww a lu^e room, or rather a aqnars 
pla«e BiUTOaDded by four wbIIb, in one corner of which 
there vros a bed, while od the opposite eide, the rude 
table and forms, which the familv used when assem- 
bled to devour their meals, were huddled toother in . 
the mwt admirable conf uaion. A few wooden shelves 
fastened to one of the walla, supported the batlerie 
d§ cuuine, and other nteosils of the family. Two or 
three miserable chairs, which looked as if they would 
have been glad to retire from active service, stood 
here aod there upon the floor; and upon these we 
seated ourselves. 

Upon our inquiring, with much misriviag', whether 
there was aaj wine in the house, we learned that 
the whole stock of the aaherge consisted in the fourth 
part of a bottle of cider brandy, which was imme- 
diately produced. When persons, in a case of tiiia 
kind, are put upon Hobson's choice, they are very 
soon decided. We accepted of this remnant of a 
bottle of this moat execrable of all spirituous liquora, 
seeing that nothing else was to be procured ; and, 
desiring one of the nuudservants to warm a little. 
wat«r, in order to convert this brandy into punch, 
we began timidly to direct our inquiries towards the 
solids. Here, however, we were more successM. 
There was . an abuudance of bread and butter to be 
got, and this was quickly laid out on a clean cloth, 
upon the only table iu the house, together with a 
plate of apples and another of walnuts. 

While these operations w>ere going on, the lord of 
the mansion came in, and began to exhibit his know- 
ledge of the locale ai the village. He informed ys that 
he was the Guide to the Antiquitiei ; but when we 
inquired what those antiquities were, we found that 
there were none. Fur our satisfaction, however, he 
undertook to conduct ns to the spot where, according 
to bis account, some very curious relica of past times 
bad formerly been dug up. While this diaJo^e was 
going on between us and the guide to the antiquities, 
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B«Teral little arching, evidently not mach aomts* 
tomed to the eight of stran^n, crowded rauitd the 
window, and appeared, by the liberality with which 
tiiey shewed Iheir white teeth, to be very mnch 
amiiaed at our costome and maBnera. The anbei^itl, 
ftuions for the honour of his house, now drew over 
the lower part of the window a short cnrtmn, whieh 
might hare been white when the Romans were at 
Vienx, t» screen us from the gaze of those " earioua 
impertiaents ;" but they, with heroic perseTerance, 
ascended the ieat of the window, and refased to 
retreat, until the enraged guide menaced a sortie, 
when they gtdloped off In oonfiuion. 

And now the dinner was spread, and each of the 
attendants irew from her pocket a hnge churp-knife, 
with which we commenced enr attack npon the bread 
and butter. These kaives, like Achilles s sceptre.paM 
down from mother to dane:hter, or from fhther t» sob, 
as the case may be, as an neirloom. 

From our anbei^, we repaired to the spot where 
we had heard the tesselated pavement had been dis- 
corerej; and our guide, determined to amuse ns, 
coaunenced the iiggiog of a hole, in which, in case 
of necessity, a cat might have been bnried without 
ehewine her tail. A small piece of brick, which, 
for aught I know, might have been bnried there by 
the ingenious guide hunsetf, was all his enterprising 
mattock and spade could conjure from this pit; and, 
laughing intermdly at the ludicrous figure we must 
have made, overlooking the rogue of a brick-finder, 
we put an end to the excavations, and retreated from 
thecapit^of the ViducasBi,leavin? the piece of brick 
for the nest cnrious traveller. Returning home by 
a nearer route than that we had taken in the momiiv, 
we reached Cormelles about two honrs after danc, 
having walked abont twenty-two miles. 

From this unlucky bunt after ssdquities, I pass 
to fiomethiug more substantial, — the markets of Oien. 
These are held twice a-week, on Monday uid Friday, 
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when the genuine Honaaa fttmtut, rough, riidt, but 
cunning as the devil, may be seen in his true colours. 
The fruit-market and the fish^mu'ket, whi^h flank the 
(church of St Pierre, one on each side, and form a 
kind of Cillingagate in miniature, are held everf 
day ! but the market xar i^o^^^iiv occupies a large open 
epace, called the Place 8t Sauveur, near the Pstaoe 
of Justice. Here oue m^ observe the productioni 
of Calvados of every kino, and study, perhaps to a« 
much advantage as any where, the waence of buying 
and selling. The first visit I paid tbis market wa* 
for the purpose of buyini; a load of wood, a business 
requiring considerable skill, as, like great vit and 
madness, the good and the lud seem to be divided by 
" thin partitioDB," and there is, of course, no relying 
upon the honesty of the sellers. Afl^r strolling ^ut 
for some time, we observed a wagon loaded with elm, 
the best fire-wood, and demanded the price. Then 
were three persons near the wagon, ana of these, one 
repUed, "Fifty-five francs," another, "Fifty-eight." 
Here was a trait of Norman character. Both were 
determined to ask the foreigners a little too mnoh, 
but one had more consdence than the other. The 
wood was scarcely worth forty trancs. However, 
there was no necessity for dealing with these persons, 
as numerous carts and wagons, loaded with trunks of 
kuarled oak, beech, and elm, were scattered about 
the market-place, with peasants in blue frocks, trom 
the neighbourhood of Pont I'Eveque, Lisieui, and 
various parts of the Bocage, fierce-looking as banditti, 
lanuging about them, watching for customers. Aa 
we passed to and fro, they crowded about us, teasing 
lu to buy. Among them were the sworn measurers, 
with their instruments in their hands, and the wood- 
cutters, with axe and wedge, ready to commmica 
op«ations. 

Id other parts of the Place, the peasants were 
ranged in long lines, some with butter in the form of 
a sugar-loaf, wrapped up in clean .white iinen, amd 
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looking Tei^ nice ; otbcn witli snuU white che««e«, 
about the gize of & bun ; others with fancy bread i 
Others with fruit or veeetabteB. The country ^rls 
who attend thig market Qave all the flash of fine rosy 
health upon their che^ ; but it must be acknow- 
ledged that Te^ few of them are bandaome. They 
have io geaeral fine high foreheads, but their cheek< 
bones also are high, and there is a i(|uarenesB in the 
form of the countenance, like that which distinguishee 
the Mongol race, which puts all ideas of beauty to 
%htv 

On one side of the market-place stand a woman 
and a man, the representatives of Justice, near a largo 
table, upon whicn are placed the public scales and 
weiebts. Hither the reluctant peasant, who would 
preier scales and weightu of bis own, and his custo- 
mers, resort f and the goddexa Dik6 presides over the 
transfer of the butter, &c Irom the seller to tbe buyer. 
If you are a stranger, however, and imagine that the 
weighers are placed there to perform their datjr 
gratis, a gentle tap upen the shoiuder, and the words 
" on sou. Monsieur," will remind you, that in civiliaed 
society, man is to expect notbing for nothing. The 
same sum is also ctemanded from the seller; bat 
whether the charge be propor^ned to the value, o> 
the bulk or weight of the artideB sold, I have not 
learned. 

At the east end of the Place St SanTear,ie an ancient 
ehapel — thedoorway of which is engraved in Ducarel 
— coQTerted into a market-house. I nave a great avar> 
sion to all metamoiphoseB of this kind, and experienced 
a sort of disgust for the people as I entered it. Tbo 
tine old pil&n, the stone filigree work, and rich 
tracery, the erabowed roo^ which had once been 
faalloired by the chant of anthems, and the solemn 
ceremoniea of religion, were now dirty, mutilated, uid 
decayed. Tbe rude, motiev-loving Normans were 
brawling and disputing at the foot of tbe columns ; 
and, taking ioto the account tbo propeiuities of alL 



toai^et-people, one might, without too great a stretch 
«f unchiuitablejtesg, ^rm, that the house of prayer 
bad here been made b den of thieree. If the geeoe, 
kon-erer, waa melancholy, it wem pictaresqne, and 
vould hare looked well in a piece of Tenier's. 1 have 
never seen » email picture of the kind more interesting: 
here were flonr, pease, retches, beans, — in one word, 
grain and pulse oi erery kind, — ranged alone in sacks, 
at the foot of the Gothic pillars, with their month* 
open to tempt the multitude. Rough peasanta, with 
their red caps up, sky-blue frocks, and unshorn chins, 
were iabbermg, gesticulating, disputing, and swearing 
on all aides ; white fierceJookiug old women, like 
Shakespeare's witches, or yoang ones, more pretty, 
but not less fierce, stood behind the sacks, declaiming 
in most unfeminine tones the praises of their pease 
and beans. 

Towards the latter end of December, the snow, 
iriiich had several times slightly sprinkled the gronnd, 
and melted away, b^an to come do wn in good earnest ; 
and, in the course of a few dsys, the whole country was 
buried beneath a covering mttny feet thick. In the 
meanwhile, the wind shifted round to the north, and 
travelling, perhaps, over nothing bat ice and snow, 
from the Polar circle until it reached us, brought 
with it a degree of cold wbidi I did not suppose was 
ever experienced south of Spitzbei^en. The ponds, 
the rivers, the very air was frozen : nay, what was 
much worse, my ink was converted into a mass of 
solid ice ; so that, my first occupation erery morning, 
was to thaw my ink before a Uaiiag' fire, whicn 
generally took up half an hour at the feast. I now 
began to underslaod the reason why Greenland ba« 
produced no poets or philosophers. It is impossible to 
meditate or think continnously in the cold: ideas, 
like words, may be s^d to have wings, which, not- 
withstanding their spiritual nature, appear to be 
firoaen hy a sharp north wind. The same warmth 
which reduced the ink to fluidity, seemed, likewise^ 
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t« put my ideM in motion i but tbe activity thm 

Cduced, was not of long continnance, and required ta 
renewed ever and anon, by beapiDff tbe fir« afreah, 
and tha Btrenooua use of the bellowB : in fiict, tlw 
«Dly plesMtnt tbinga I can remember, were, blowing 
the fire, and drinking hot coffee; every thins' else in 
life was iiuipid. With respect to walking, though it 
was certainly possible to exert the locomotive powers 
it wag impoHHible to produce an agreeable warmth in 
the frame in that way. The most that could be done, 
was to keep oneself from being frozen lo death. Tha- 
sun il«elf seemed like a mere phantom, or mock, sub, 
travelliug- like a deputy through the sky, not com- 
miMtoncd to yield any warmth. Tbe snow, on the 
other haad, daizllng and glittering on all sidea, acutely 
pained the eyes, and rendered ul quick moremenU 
impOBsihle, except on tbe highway. 

Id the meanwhile, the wolvea, starved out of their 
retteata in the liilly districts, issued forth from tbe 
woods,' and, spreadjog themielveg over tbe plains in 
the oeighboarhood of tbe towns and tillages, caused 
• panic terror in the whole conntry. In Bome in- 
•tences, it is said, they attacked the. diligences on tli* 
highway ; and were prevented from devouring the 
horses, wbid), in general, are not quite so &t as 
tddermen, and, perhaps, the passengers themselves, 
only by having all the turkeys, geese, fowls, &o. in the 
velucle, thrown down to tbem. Their bowlings, lik« 
those of Virgil's Circean chorus, " sera suh node rtfr 
tienlum," terrified many a poor old woman into piety, 
•ud brought the Virgin into more request than ever. 
It is very certain that people were afraid to move out 
After dark { but, though I retired more than once from 
Caen at the hour in which it was fashionable for the 
wolves to be abroad, not a soul of them, ever paid Us 
reelects to me, most likely out of r^;ard to tbe Muses, 
whose priest they, no doubt, understood me to be. 

Travellers, like bears and dormice, should go to 
sleep in tbe winter ; for there is very little to sec. 
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an<) not mneh to ba learned. For mj own part, I 
tni^t as weti have slept for a mootfa or six weeks, 
M I oertaiiily lost as mack time. But sleeping, as 
irell as waking, was unpleasant : my dreams wer% 
horrible, every whit as bad as those which Mr d« 
Quieey procured himself, b; Rapping- upon opium) 
for 1 saw nothing in the regions of death's half brother 
bnt ice and saow, and heard nothing hat the infemfd 
whistling of the north wind. Our doors and windows, 
s,t this time, were Uterallf besieged with spBjrom 
and robin^^dbreasts ; and when yoa opened tbem t» 
peep out for a moment at the storm, to^tiier with a 
put of SHOW, a poor littk bird was not unlrequendy 
oriven into the apartment. I used to leave the 
windows of mv library «fea in the dusk of the ereiw 
ins, to allow these brethren of ours, aa Mr Coleridge 
e^ls them, to come in to perch for the night amon^ 
my books, and to shot np the place after they were 
Mleep ; but few ventured, and these were sure to 
make a great noise to get out in the morning. At the 
same time, the only amusement the chil£'en could 
find, was throwing out crombs of bread, and watchiiv 
the robins diving like cormorants for tbem in the soft 

As the snow now prevented my carrying^ on my 
researches in the country, I had recourse to reading;, 
knd the studies I carried on were singularly heterogie- 
neons. One while 1 read Plato; then Guillaame de 
Juaiitge's Hittory of the Dukes of Normandy ; then 
Tennemann'g Histm-y of Philosophy; then Orderius 
Vitalis; then the Nouvelk Heloise. Now I piled 
up the wood upon my fire ; blew it with the bellows ; 
warmed my hands, or stamped upon the ground to 
restore the circulation in my fret: then I would 
look out despairingly through the window at the 
unceasing snow, the odious glare of which saluted my 
eyes when 1 first opened them in tiie morning, and 
last closed them at night. Every body in the conn- 
try senned t« have dulUuns both on the hands and 
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Feet; and thecheebH looked as if tbey were juttupott 
tfaepMnt of becoming affected in the saine way. 

Tnis waa predseiy the character of the weather 
when ChriBtniaB arrived. I expected the jollities and 
wassailintr of this Beason would have put the cold, or 
at least dl thoughts of it, to flight ; but Christmaa ia 
not a merry season here, unless you consider it a 
meny thing t« ^o t« mass, and hear canticles a mile 
long. On Chnstmas eve, the snow being too deep 
to allow of my going to Caen, to hear midnight maw, 
which is always a splendid ceremony in great catholic 
chnrches, I wag compelled tocontent myself with the 
Lilliputian repreaeutation of the thing in our own 
parish church.* After spending the evening at the 
presbyt^re, I went to church with the curb's family, 
about eleveii o'clock. The first thing that struck me 
on entering was the chanfferette, filled with bumii^ 

* The more im|i«iDf nteiuiiitiM of tin dty churclus, how* , 
~ T, were witueaUd by my friend, Di BenaeU, the protntant 
lister of Cun, who tW deecribea them:— "The GnC 
f St JeeD, wteic ihe briUUnl light of 
a taper?, etreamin^ between tlie mossy pH- 
B the gilded oraniKDls of the altar, and on 
.irea, almost dauled ihe eight. The eervlc* 
eiiced here, however, 1 proceeded to the Glo- 
t churcL of the Jeauila. Here 1 wai forcibly 
Wnirlf, on my entrance, bythc Bolemnitv of the scene; theeffect 
ef which waa conaiderabl j heiKhtened by the mreel Toicea of ■ 
immber of women, who joined the regulir chanten in tinging 
forth the praiBea of the RedtcHier. From this beautifol church 
I repaired to the Abbey of St Eticnoe, where the honea of the 
Norman conqueror repose, and whoae extent and antique grou— 
deuT were more than I can deecribe. The aombre interior of the 
building ; the solemn chanting ; the fine melodioua organ ; the 
dreswi of the clei^ ; and the nomerona anemblage of pemDl 
dr»wn together by devotion, alti^ether formed a ipectacJe it 
eaice rich and impoaing. Being deeiroua of aeemg all the 
churches, as they appeared on tUe festiTal, I Tiaited tbow of 
Notre Dame anj St Herre ; aad then returned to that nf St 
Jean, where I now fimnd the aervke proeeediog in all ila aplen' 
donr. The detotion of the people, on thU occaaiDn, appeared 
must atriking ; and the aweel ac«nt of the incense, uid Ibe 
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(thutoal, npon niiicb the ow^ wM compelled to 
-'--' '■- ■ ' n hie blood from oongealiBg 

ETerj otlwr petaon in the 



frtand daring mass, to keep hie blood from oongeaUng 



e uiffatw _ 

one of the Berereat of the whole winter, every tliii^ 

beincf buried in Bnow, and tbe wind Mowing bitterly. 

Wiiei '—^ ---'-- -^—-^ ■^- ' - ^-' 



When we arrived at the chnroh, the Hrrice had 
already berim. The appeanuoe of the place was 
ringnlar and impressiTe, but not Ten- dUlweot tram 



1 heen dnriiup the jubiwe, thoo^h dw 
9 more tasterally attired, and tlia wholiS 
oongr^tion larger, and J^parcmtlr more happy. 
The knowledge that it waa midnight — that it wai 
th« anniTeraary of Christ's natirity — and, that in 
ten thousand chorches, the &ithfiil were at that 
moment aasembled to celebmte the featiral, oertainly 
oontribnted to oast an additional air of solemnity over 
ceremonies striking enoogh at all times. 

The law, it seem», ordiuns, that, on this occasion, 
high mass shall be celehratad at midnight, and loir 
mass at break of day ; but it is the practice to run 
over low mass immediately after the greater aolem- 
nity, to avoid the necessity of getting up so early in 
the morning. As peofde are generally out of temper 
when they are hungry, Roman Catholic priests must 
be in no enviable mood on the eve and moraing of 
'^■'■■'" -- -■ -------- .1. fagt from w» 

1 two in the 



Dight. the coming of the Saviour of the world, must afbrd Eresl 

ntislnclkin to ■ sincere ChriMiui." Thoe lie the rtmarkg of 

lun DO k« mnu-kible far his piitv and goodnen of hurt. 



W UISHIGMr UASSj 

The liHle ohweli wweMotediiiel^ ir«l> lighted aft. 
Sereral of the joaug women of ^e Tillage, in order 
to eiliiint dieir ,tocm powers, had been employed for 
& forttright previouslj in learning 8 canticle to b« 
MHig mon ttis tNvsgion ; and, no doubt, went t« mam 
with deligbtAil Mttidpationg of the effects of their 
voices upon the ears and haarta of the congregation. 
Unfortunately, the nngrng of this canticle came 
in Ust; and the Nomuu) boors, influenced as little bj 
nepect for womankind ae for religion, g-ot up before 
the girls had cwnpletedone Ten% and left them, like 
dnll psjliamentaiy orators, to address tkemeelTeH to 
enpty beuchesi Siren the sacristan, whose limbs, 
tottering with age and trembling with cold, aomewbat 
•Kcoaed bis impiety towards the sex, began to extiii> 
gtasb the titters ; and to prevent our being left alone 
with the Bii^n in total darbneaa, the core was 
obliged to desire the sirens to reaene the remainder 
of their canticle nntU next day 1 
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Cttendurinffa Snimi Storm— Ifon . _ 

irfAt Epiphany -^Sinq of the Sfatt^Marriag^ Stavm—^^^ 

Village Wtdding —lUegitimalt Children — Comtnatum 
aad Dress of the Ladies— Con uption of Manners— Cha- 
racttrofihe Womtn— SwceOlance ofMnthers—AvrieidaT 

Coaftssioa— Character of the Inferior Pnctii-CoadiliOH 
of the Church — Pay and yiimbet iff the Cfcrjiy. 

The appearance of Caen, in the dnsk of the erening 
of a snowy day, is not s little singular, as the numer- 
Wu small penthouses, and other projections from, the 
walls, adhrd a snag lodgement to large C[uBntities of 
taow, which contrast etrikiagly with the gfay watle 
and sombre atreets. KnmeroiiH four peraoliB are' 
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t« be Men wrapped in m old bUakat, or having a 
coal Mck thrown «Ter tke ahoiilden, creeping hk* 
pfauitonu thronfli the streets, buffeted by the now 
•twin, and weighed down with wretch<Kbe88. Bj 
the aide of the«e, perhaps, the larapligbter b(AblM 
along, upon his iUiuninetuig occupation. 

It m ImpoBsible to understand the full force of the 
reTolutJonarj cry, " d ia lanteme ! " without knowing 
ezacllj the way iu which the lunps are suspend^ 
in French towns. It is thus: — A strong rope ia 
' fastened to the wall, on one side of the street, and 
Wretched across to the other, where, passing OTer a 
mall pulley, it falls into a. long wooden box, which 
reaches to within about four feet of the ground : at 
the bottom of this box there is a sBuill door, Jattened 
by lock and key ; and when the lamplighter, (not 
■nfrequently a woman,) comes with bis cumbrout 
apparatus in bis hand, the operation of lighting ia 
oommenced with the anlocking of this door. The 
end of the rope, which is fastened to a peg, U then 
taken out, and the lamp, which swings over the mid^ 
die of the street, is slowly lowered down ; and the 
lamplighter again fastens the rope to the peg, marches 
out into the road, unhanga the lamp, and carries it 
OTer to the wall. Here a new series of operations 
takes place : first, the lamp is wiped a little, and oil 
ponred into it; it is nest put down upon tha 
ground, while the opentor takes out flint and steel, 
and strikes a light ; then, the light being struck, the 
beacon is fired, carried to the middle of the street, 
and, when the artist has returned to the box, is 
Bwnttg np OD high, just as goods are hoisted over th« 
side of a transport ship. To cloee the whole busi- 
ness, the rope is tasten^H], and the box carefully locked 
as before. 1 have stood many a weary minute wat«h> 
ing this enUghtemng process in the streets of Caen, 
where no one in want of a simile can say, " as quick 
as a lamplighter;" for 1 know of no two things in 
nature more alike than a Normaa lamplighter and 
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a BDftil. Y«t, nieh ib tbe force of habit and preja- 
dice, an honest French emigrant once proposed to 
. Uie Lord Mayor, as a vast improvement, to introduce 
this fashion into London, where, to cany such a 
sebeme into effect, it wonld b« necetsary for half of 
the inhabitants to turn lai!q>lighters, ao long and 
tedioua i« the process. 

Hi^pening, in the bepnnin^ of January, to be at 
Caen in the afternoon, I bad to retnm at night&ll. 
When I bad ascended the hill of Vancelles, and was 
fiurlj in the ooontry, I observed that a tbin wbite 
haze, apparently impregnated with enow, bung aver 
the earth, looking like a reflection from the snow 
beneath. As I proceeded over the down, tbe canopy 
of mist seemed to close around me, and tbe scene 
assumed the most dreary aspect At length, I thoiu;fat 
1 could perceive Bometbing like avast star, twinkhng 
throngfa tbe wbit« vapour on tbe edge of the horiion ; 
Mid, while I was looking intently at it, conjecturing 
what it could be, another similar light burst upon the 
eye from another quarter. Immediately several others 
■{ipeared ; and I now perceived distinctly, that, on 
every snowy height, within the reach of the eye, 
a great fire wa« kindled, vrbich, as it blazed up bke 
a flsming pillar in the hazy distance, threw an air of 
sublimity over the prospect. I could not for my life 
eonjeoture what all these fire« were kindled for. One 
moment, I imagined they miii^t be meant to scare 
away tbe wolves from tbe Tillages and farm-yards; 
again, I thought they must be connected with the 
remains of some Pagan ceremony, and were, perhaps, 
those Baal'jres form«'ly lighted up on every omi' 
Bence, in honour of the god Baal. Upon inquiry, 
however, 1 learned that my Baal'fires were con- 
nected with a Christian, not a Pagan, ceremony, bnng 
lighted in commemoration of tiie appearance of the 
star, on the night of tbe Epiphany, to the Wise Men 
of the East 

The Epiphany ia called in Mtholiccountriea, " Tha 
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Feast of Uie Kugi," it bring suppAaed, that th« thiM 
magi, who vere gnided bj the star to Bethlehem, 
were rojal personages. In former times, this festival 
was kept with great pomp and rejoidng. A loi^o 
eake, the origin of our Twelfth Cake, was made, aii 
a small bean was put into it. When the cake was 
cut and divided among the eompanf, the person to 
whose lot the beau fell was called the " King of the 
Bean," and was regarded as the master of the eere> 
monies for the ni^t. At present, the baker who 
serves a family presents a cake, oontainiog a bean, on 
this iay, which, though seldom ywj rich, is not iU 
ta«t«d. 

The ohsMration of this festival, of which historical 
mention is first made br Ammianus Marcelliuus,* 
wu introduced into the church in the fourth ceutarjr. 
From that time, until Septuagesima Sundar, tbe oom- 
ments and dresa of the priesU, as well as the covering 
of the altar, have been ^reen. Picart observes, that 
there are persons superstitious enough to believe, thai, 
hj wearing about tneir persttns a little im^e repre- 
senting the adoration of me kings, with the following 
inscription, — " Sancti tres Seges, Gaspau, MBLcgiOB, 
Balthasak, orate pro nobis nunc et in horfi mortla 
noetree," — they may be cured of the headach, fever, 
and falling sickness, and preserved from accidents, 
witchcraft, and sudden deMh. M. Thiers f observes, 
that, iu 1676, he found one of those im^es, wrapped 
np in a phylactery of pewter, suniended as an amulet 
from the neck of a little child. 1 have mat, however, 
with nothing of this kind in Normandy, where, though 
religion, is at a low ebb, superstition exists stUl in tite 
greatest activity. 

In the short space of time between Christmaa and 
Lent, marriages are numerous in all those parts of 
France where matrimony is in fashitHi, as persons 
wish to take advantage <^ the church's permission to 

• L. ziL e. a t 7>^' ^ SupBMitimt, toL L p. S. 
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make nmiirals koA mirtli precede that drearr iewon 
in which Hymeo's torch is turned opaide down, oit 
Mther eitingoithed ; for waanuge u not celebrated 
durinir LeDt 

During the matriimonial season, there was but one 
ireddin; in our Tillage. But aa weddings, like 
holiday g, excite more attention in proportion to their 
i*nty, all the world was in arms wheo the iraoortant 
oeremony took place : and no wonder ; for, beudes 
tiiat it wa^ the only show of the kind, the personages 
were important, the bridegroom being tbe keeper of 
alittlfl hedge elehouee in Bretagne, and tbe bride 
tbe daughter of no less a person than the clerk of 
our parish. Thoo ■ ' ■ 



r parish. Thoach marriage be a 
oatholio conntries, tue ceremonies are not verf diffe- 
Mmt from those which prerul in England. There 
is a little sprinkling of holy water, a little mora 
Madinz of primers, and the whole concludes with a, 
nau; but, in other respects, there is nothing remark" 
able. The truly remat^ble part of the buBinesa was, 
that they had been married before, by the ciril 
anthorities, and the going to church was therefore an 
act of supererogation. Many persons do not add the 
saaction of the church to their union until six oV 
seven years after it has been consammated ; and 
others, reposing on tbe dvil contract, dispense with 
it altogether. From the statistical tables published 
this year by order of the French gorerBmeut, it 
■opeara that mere than one-sixth of the children of 
the department of Calvados are illegitimate ; while in 
Paris, the same olaas of children form more than a 
third. ' It will soon be a mere joke to marry at all in 
France ; at least this will he the case when tfae 
iHegitimate outnnmber ,their rivals, which, as things 
are goin^ on, must very soon happen. 

Voltaire complaiaed, that, in his time, the modesty 
of his countrymen had fled from the heart -to- take 
refuge on the lips ; and he was no doubt a pretty good 
ja4g« in these matters. At preasnt, however, it can- 
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a»t in ^neral b« wid, tiiat the lipt of the ladteft bt 
France are by any meant remarkable for tbeir modeat]% 
for they will speak of thiuga whieh would put an 
English worn an out of coantenance. At the same timc^ 
their dreiw is almost prudiBh. Even at balla and ereD- 
ing parties, their " robes " are only what, I believe, it 
technically called haif-low, among the ladies. Frtm 
beneath the Deck of tlu«, however, the rich lace (J 
tlie chemise peeps oat, like the leaves of the whit* 
rose, full and fragrant, and gives an air of delioat* 
coquetry to the perauo. In the streets, on the pro- 
menades, and in the churches, the ladies of Normandy 
^pear to much advantage. Though not generally 
handsome, and iuoliniag a little too much to entbon- 
pMnt, they have still an elegance, and, in spit« of 
their size, an airiness about them, which render them 
agreedrie to the eye, esp«Gially as for the most part 
their complexions are brilliant and clear- 
It ts certainly a very difficult thing for a foreigner 
to ^eneraliie ceirectly upon so slippny a subject as 
national character ; and, accordingly, not bemg ena- 
moured of difficulties, 1 ^neraliie as little as pomible ; 
but there are certain points which strike one too coo- 
■tantly and too forcibly not to lead to a pretty general 
qmlivation. At the same time, I wonld not nave it 
to be supposed, ^at I blame the people for the 00^ 
ruptiou of mannen which still prevails an»mg themt 
all the BOOS and daughters of Adam are much the 
■wne at bottom ; but France wa« for many venturiea 
a despotism, and the revolationary stom, terrible , 
«B it was, oould not succeed in completdy purifying 
the atnioaphere. The tenets wluch remain are relies 
of the good old times, — the times of absolute m»- 
naich^f noblesse, uid M that. The virtuesi the bud* 
of which I tancy one may discover, are the ^ecta of 
the Revolution,— a tree bitter at the root, but bearing, 
or rather promising, golden fnut. 

In expressing my opinion of the character of the 
tfomen of Noimwdy.. I.by np mMsa nly upoa the 
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MMidaloiu report* of th« men, nor upon the t«i7 
■light oi^rtnnitiea I can iuve had of obserriog them, 
bst npoD cnvtonu and lUMinerR prerailing nniTersall}', 
which oaa benr bat on« ioterpivtBtioii. If, howcrer, 
there be another, which haa escaped my penetratioa, 
let it be given ; I ahall be the first to rejoice at ita 
dieoOTerf. It it certain, then, that, like the women 
of Italy, Spain, and Hindoetan, the ladies of Normandy 
■re thonght to be >o wanton, or bo weak, that they 
■re not to be trueted for a mranent alone with a man. 
The oonitant and anxiom nirveillance which motherH, 
End Other elderly rektires, exercise over the yoang 
women, is a positive proof of their frailty; for it is 
the remembrftnce of what th^ themselTea ottce fel^ 
■ad the obserration of what is daily taking plaoe 
MQund them, in spite of daennaship, which nudces 
them thus suspicions and vigilant They bare, it 
would seem, no notion of that " deity in the bosom," 
which, in some countries, is supposed to be the best 
go^rdian of a woman's hononr, and prefer dnrendin^ 
upon material lets and hinderances to love. For this 
reason, the daughter, as I have already observed, if 
there be bat one, always sleeps, with her mother, 
goes to church with her mother, visits with her 
mother, makes love, or has it made to her, in her 
mother's presence. If there be many daughters, 
which seldom happens in France, they aU sleep in the 
same apartment with their mother, who thus comes 
to be renrded in the light of a a^j. It mar' be 
doubted, however, whether bU this vigilance ■nd re- 
■traint be [tfoductive of much good. The powers of 
invention, which are natoraUy very great in woman- 
kind, are only by these means maoe more active and 
vigorous ; and many a giri of seventeen, who might, 
Moder ordinary circomatanoes, have been remarkable 
tor her Hmplicity, is thus rendered a very MacbiBvel 
in the polidcs of love. These cironnutances cause 
the women here to regard the state of marriage as 
the LaoedameuHB* did thM of war,— ■■ a state of 
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Kfocrtj ; snd to plot, Kbeme, and long for it, u cap* 
tivei long for & deliver}' &om bondo^. 

The above circumstBiicea are only a proof tbat thejr 
are thought to be corrupt ; there is another circom- 
stance which is alone aufficieut to acoonnt for any 
degree of moral depravity, — the practice of abricdijiii 
CONFBS3ION. If it Were now the fashion to derive 
anymonetTocity in hnmaa enat«mB from hell, I wonld 
ga^, that the devil had certainly the hoDoar of inventii^ 
this incomparable instromeDt of human corruption ; 
as a more inrenioos, plamihle, and powerful device, 
was nerer hit upon. It was invent«d by a cle:^ 
without wives, in order to famish them with an escoee 
for being alone with the wives of other mes. It 
is not M all astonishing that, in s country whsre 
women go to confession, marriage sbonld fall into 
disrepute ; for it is difficult for a man of any detisatrr 
of feeling to unite himself with a woman who will 
insist upoo disclosing all her thoughts, desires, failings, 
to anouier man. It is certain, likewise, that naay 
priests torn the practice to account in anothn 

" They Huch the Rcieta of tlie houM, sad M 

Are wonbipp^d there, and leAr'd, for whtit the^ kno^. ** 

I have conversed upon this subject with priests 
themselves ; but they could not perceive its enormity, 
— habit had reconciled tbem to iL They comfort them- 
selves, moreover, by dwelling upon the bright side of 
the question, aad by glossing over, with the aid of a 
flimsy and delusive rhetoric, the odious features of an 
iuTentioii which no eloquence of man or angel could 
make to rapear otberwiss tlum diabdical to an unso- 
pbisticated mind. 

The condition of the der^ in France is &r from 
enviable. On this subject I have had numerous con^ 
TersBtions with persons who wish the church well ; 
the priests, although suspeeted of being fevonrable to 
Ki^tJeon, repraodi him, and parhaps, jnatly, witb 
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lMTii^dcgT«dMltheocniditionef kcleifytaMif That* 
are, «t thia raomeut, tv«Dlf-two tfaouMad dittemmu, 
«r cimt«8, in tbii oooHtry, wbo are alt removable at 
plewnre : and, ooDeequently , bein^ penerallf poor, 
wn under the mMt abtolute control of the gtrrwroMmeat. 
For thii reason, a priest bag, in ^enerd, no opinion of 
hia own ; he aasenta or diaaenta in the monoaj'llaUe 
"yea" or "no;" whicb, with a few equaUv important 
vorda, make np the sum of hia oonveraation. Sach 
of thfldiaaerraDB aa are conadous of their want of 
power over their feelings, keep entirely ont of society, 
which ia not to be enjoyed by men over whoae headi 
the sword of Damoclea ia anspended every moment ; 
and tho* contract by d^rees a aullen and misan- 
thropic disposition, which totally incapacitates then 
for* aocial enjoyment. 

By this means, the government certainly prevent* 
for ' tlie present the manifeslation of the enmity 
wfaicfa' these priests may and must feel towards it) 
but, at the same time, it nourishes and sharpens tbair 
hatred, and renders t^em deairoos of any chufe wbiefa 
may emancipate them from their slavery. Asxeligian 
is one of the means by which civil gfovemment was 
ori^nally founded among men, so also is it one of its 
best preservatives ; and, doubtless, those l^islatM* 
understand their duty, who mdte it the iQt«l^eat of the 
ministers of religion to maintain order and law. B«t 
the oonae material tie of interest is not enough : meo 
have more than one passion ; and, if they are ioialCod 
every moment by mementos of their insignificancy, of 
their, weadniess, of their inutility, they will, in spite 
of the^ salary, indulge unlavourable senlinwnts lo- 
warda UioM who hold them in contemptnons thi«ldoa, 
Tho present clergy of France may, perhaps, '~'~ 
' - ' ..... jijlmt 



. ts favonrable to the gevemmenti out whether 
they do or net is mere matter of conjecture, tbr-AOT 
dare not express the contrary. Even when theyapaak 
loyidly, they are liaUe to sn^ieion ; fur it ia knowti 
to be expected from then. I do n«t mean <« say 
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that tlie oleiOT ehonld b« iudepeud^t <tf the d/tH 
law ; but I tnink thej ttvgbt to be aomething more 
than mere ingtrumenls of ^vemmeut. Catholimm, 
to be sure, ia on the waae in Franoe; but 1 truit 
the re%iouB principle m still actiTe in the better 
portion of the people ; and every man who Iotcb his 
country, who iBitnsiouaforilagreatiieBBorits welfare, 
should OMiduoudy cherish it ; for a state without a 
religion ia a monster whose permanent existence no 

Although trarelling in a particular province of 
Fraace may hardly seem to authorize my entering 
int« the GoDsideiation of the general condition of the 
clergy in the kingdom, since I have touched upmi 
the guestion, I will add one or two other remarka. 
Burke, and many other persons, have imagined, that, 
because the rich stand at least as much in need of 



on a level, iu worldly matters, with these arigtocra- 
tical sinners, to administer the necessary consolation. 
But when men are bumbled by sickness, or any 
other grievous calamity, and turn with stricken 
heart towards the mercy of their Maker, it is rather 
with those who, from choice or necessity, have morti- 
fied their appetites and desires, than -with the world^ 
and the proud, that they love to converse. It is the 
stoical, self-drying mook, or the plain, unaspiring 
eler^man, who form« the best attendant by the bed 
of sidmess or of death ; and not popes, cardinals, or 
arohbishopB. Neither is it necessary, that the man 
who performs this sacred dut^ should be distiogoished 
for his genius, or bis acquirements. The pomp of 
learning, no Less than the pomp of the world, is 
fbolishness with God; and the man who tnaly 
believes himself about to be stript of his bodily 
coveriiv, and called, in the nakedneis of his spirit, 
before tne tribunal of that Ood, will care as little for 
the logic, the rhetoric, and the style of his ghostly 
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iauz ai hi« garmenU. For the«« rettsoas, it ^peMi 
to me tbat the inleraats of religion, that it, of Ae 
■aula and intcllecta of ntaiikind, will be best promoted 
hj a ole^y modemMly paid. From moderate payment 
to penury, however, tbere ia a long step; and in 
France the inferior clergy are placed veir little above 
penury. Evan tiie great dignitaries of Uie cluirob, 
oonpared wicti our own, are poor. The salary of 
ft cardinal is SO.OOO frvu» (£ 1200) per aunom ; 
and be receives at the outset 4^,000 francs (£ 1800,) 
to defray the eipennes of bis ingtallatioD. The salary 
of tbe archbinhop of Paris, the head of tbe Gallioaa 
uhurch, is 100,000 Irants (J4000)perannuxa; tbat 
of the other arcbbigbops, 25,000 francs {£ 1000) per 
Mnniu; with 15,000 francs (£600,) to defray the 
sxpenses of their first estabbshmenL An ordinanr 
bislioprei^ircs I5,000fr&ncs(£600)per annum, wiA 
lOyOOO francs (£400) at tbe outset. Of the TicarB> 
general, the tint of PariM, 4000 francs (£ 160) per 
annum; tbe second, 30CO &sncg (jCISO^; other 
▼icars-gcncral from SOOO to 1500 francs (£120 to 
£60.) The canons of Paris, 2400 franca (£04); other 
eanons, 1500 francs (£60.) Tbe cures of tbe first 
ebse, iritbont pensiiMis, and seventy vears of age, 1600 
Itaatat (£64); when pensioned, 1500 francs (£60); 
under seventy, 1500 francs (£60.) The cur^ of 
the second class, seventy years of nge, and pensioned, 
1S0O francs (£48); under seventy, 1100 trauea 
(£.44) ; the diraervans, or curates, sixty years of 
we, 1000 francs (£40); under sixty, 900 (nmci 
(£36.") 

The author of tbe Code Eccleniaatiqae lamenla 
the UDaUness of the number of the clergy in Fraaoe, 
M well as the lowncss of their salaries. It would, 
perhaps, be better, however, still farther to lessen 
their numbers, and to increase their salaries ; for, 

* Cnti JEcdMioUigiie JVuBf oil, tome n, p. 4ee-iea. 
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kccordiog to F«al Lotiis Coanrin*, tber« ue lirBtAf 
apwards of forty thouMnd priests in the kiordoia, 
ot wbich tn-eutj-ttro thousand are curate*, liTiar 
«n»on from thirty-six to forty pounda a-year, 1/L 
Heurion states, bnt I kaow not upon what anthority, 
Aat in England there is one cler^man for every 
SOO inhabitants. In Ireland, among' toe catholios, one 
for every 2750; among the prestiyterians, one t<^ 
every 3300. In Spain, there is one priest for evnr 
270 persons. In PortnKal, one for every 345. m 
Italy, one for every 970. In France, one for every 900, 
Id England and Wales, each person on an average 

Eys annually towards the maintenance of the cler^ 
francs eo cents (about 13s. 2d.) Id Sptda, about 
5 francs 32 cents. In every other conntry in Enrope, 
from one to two francs, except France, where the 
tax for the clergy is not more than 79 cento, that i*. 
little more than 73d.* 



CHAPTER VIL 

tmagaaitd SapertermtienM on tit JUoney of framtt — ,Po(B- 
tiial Ltaniitgt ^ tht J^topie—CandtcmaM — SmuggUnff — 
AiucdaUefa Cider HagAtad—Mtadcrofa Snuggkr — 
FTachCfUlau—EaTihcnwart—ShotiiigHonrt—Cruflty 
to Animah— Wagon HoTUt—NationcdRividry—Iiraa- 
iagfia- Iht Coracripluai. 

A STBANGBR who looks at all at the things which 
nuTound hini, cannot tail to be struck by the singular 
variety cf images mud superscriptionit which he sees 
upon the money of France. On one piece, he will 
perceive the heavy coualeaance, retreating forehead, 
DDoked nose, and open, foolish looking month of 
" Charles X, Roi de France;" and on the reverse 

* Codt Sccktiailique Framfoii, tome II, p. tSB-466, Mte. 
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itire%fl^iir» deUtvav, wared field, minnonnted bj • 
cromi, widi two laurel branches cnriing round it, 
dkte 1825. On another, he will see the haughty, 
scoroful, intellectual l^e of the late great militarr 
despot, with the laurel wreaths, won in many a hara 
fought field, about his templea, and the BUpeiscription 
«f " Napoleon, Empereur." On the reverse, a wreatt 
of laurel, surrounding the dengnatioa of the coin, 
and the words " Empire Franpiis" meet the eye. 
Upon the edge of the legitimate coin, we discover 
the spirit of the ancient monarchy, during which the 
king WHB accounted " the state," in all itx nakedness: 
— " Domine salTum/fac RegemI" Instead of this 
pedantic display of self-love, Napoleon, with grateful 
nnd judicious flatterr, expreBses his conviction, that 
Heaven interesta itself in t ue destinies of his coantry : 
: — " Dieu, protege la France," says he. Another 
imperii coin exhibits on the reverse a souvenir of 
libertv, in the words ■* Republique Fnm^se, An. 
Xnr.'' upon another piece, date 1623, we have the 
effigy of Louis XVIII, with douhle chin, hooked 
nose, retreating forehead, (a truly royal featare,} and 

S.iet, good-natured countenance. We then take up 
e com of the year V,' with its thrilling, startling 
obverse, upon which no vestige of royalty appears ; 
hut, instead, a gigantic male figure, with a sombre 
and somewhat savage countenance, eiuhracing with 
hie right hand a female, who bears the cap of Uberty 
upon a wand. On the left hand of this figure of 
Power, is another female, who, from the star orer 
her bead, and die plummet and line in her hand, one 
might take to be Science, but who is really meant lo 
repi-eient Equality, while the lady on the right is 
Iiliterty, Beneath the plummet is a comncopiffi, and, 
on the opposite side, a figure, which appears to be 
that of a bishop or a lawyer, mnning away with a 
loU of musty parchment in his hand. The super- 
scription on the obverse is — "Union et Force;" 
oa the reverse, — ." Repnbljqne Franfaise j" and oh 
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the maipn, — " Oarantie Natiori»Ie." Upon the coi» 
•f the yew VI, the ' comucopite is omitted, and a 
oock, siguifyii^ the,Tigilaiice.6f the Hepublic, suppliee 
its phice. This i^,iuiifortunately, too much the 
Spirit of the Revolution. ' Everv-thin^ was in ft state 
of chaoKe.' I observe, that, while 'time must hare 
been ".delving deep trenches in lus beautj's field," 
the artists coDdnued from year to year improving' 
the countenance of N^oleoa, until at length, m 1813, 
it had acquired a de^ee of feminine beaut}', hardly 
compatible with his ciiaracter. It was, in fact, rather 
their beau ideal of Napoleon; than. Napoleon himself. 
The striking^ variety in the imiges )uid superscrip- 
tions found upon the coins isah^oLinbrd and visible 
sign of the inward temper of the soils of the people ; 
some wear the badge of legitimacy,»lil(e the mar"k of 
the beast in the Revelation, burned, as it iverc, into 
their spirit ; others, who imagine themselves more 
patriotic, carry the chains of Napoleon upon their 
thoug'hts; but by far the greater numtier,.! think, at 
.least of those who have any opinion or character of 
their owD, are distiueuished by an inextinguishable 
love of frtedota, which every day acquires new 
Strength as it grows more enljght^ied. I have, in 
fact, met with no example of a Frenchnuin who was 
not more or less attached to liberty, more especially 
(unonr the young and stout-hearted Normans, aiM 
who did not as strongly disapprove of the government 
of Niqioleon, as I do myself; though they were 
always ready to do justice to the vastness of his 
genius, and me general policy of his conduct. 

Tueidag, Februaty 3, being Candlemas day, 1 weal 
t« church, to observe the peculiar ceremony practised 
on this festival The mass itself, however, appeared 
to be much the same as on ordinary occasions; 
but it was really curious to see the chanters, wiUi 
little tapers, like fortbing rush-lights, in their hands, 
parading backward and forward through the cbim^ 
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praf ing, kiteeliriff', rising up, &c. : they appeared to 
me verf raucb like a group of children at p[a,j, except 
that thej were somewhat more persevcnug io kee|^ 
iu^ np the aolemn gravity of their countenances. 
It was bitterly cold, and the chanters, who seemed 
to bawl out as luatilj as pONaible, in order to keep 
Ihemselvcs warm, sent forth volumes of warm breath, 
which curled and eddied about in the frmty air, 
looking exactly like so many Chimeras breathii^ 
fire and smoke. The sacristan, knowing me to be a 
heretic, did not present me witii a taper; but most 
of the genteeler portion of the congregation held one 
in their hands ; and one yonng gentleman, more judi- 
cious than the rest, stuck bia light between his knee^ 



Smugglio^ is carried on to a Tery great extent ill 
Normandr : every keeper of a cabaret, I am told, hat 
three or four times as much contraband spirits in hb 
house, as of those upoD which duty has been paid. 
Both in the towns and Tillages, the method pnrsned 
to avoid detection, or the bad consequences of it, is as 
CsUows: — the honest dealer enters secretly into an 
agreement with some person who has an empty honse, 
an old dilapidated bam, or some other wretched min, 
in his possession, to be allowed to deposit there, as if 
by stealth, his smuggled goods ; if it be discovered bf 
the exciseman, nobody knows to whom it belongs, or 
how it came there; ifnat,itfiodsits way to the cabaret 
in some way or othei', and is sold. A man, with a ho«»- 
head of smu^led cider in his cart, was uaught one <uy 
last winter in the street of our Tillage. He was, of 
course, excessively stnpid ; he did not remember who 
had ordered it, or where he was going with it. The 
ezcisemau questioned, crosH-questioncd, threatened: 
but what could be done ? Tbe peasant only shn^rged 
np bis shoulders, opened his eyes as wide as possiblfl, 
and exclaimed every now and then, " Mon Dmu, 
Monsieur, je n'en sais rien! — (Hy Ood, air, I knMT 
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nirthiiig about it 1)" Atleim;tti>soinepi>or«1diroiiuiii 
who had Dot a tout in the world, came forward, ftud 
said it was hen, and that she had ordered it for her 
own priuate drvakitig. The ezoiseman looked very 
incredaloiis, the fillagers grinned, the stupid peasant, 
who seemed to hare no reluctance whatever to give 
the old woman credit, rolled the ho^uhead into her 
cabin, and there was an end of the affair. In the 
interior of the cabaret, the legal beverage is o8t«atar 
iftia^j exposed, in large white botUes, upon shelve^ 
to be taken down and opcoed when the exciseinaiv 
or any other siispicious person, comes in; but the 
nnuggled spirits are stowed away, in small darit 
bottTes, in the wife's or maid's pocket, whence thejr 
are drawn out for the proper customers. Should 
the exciseman express his surprise at the small quan- 
tity they sell, the fault is put upon the high duties, 
the hardness of the times, or, perhaps, wnen they 
would be particularly satirical, noon the sobriety of 
thoB' countrymen. Here, as in England, there is a 
(troos; prejudice in favour of every thing smuggled: 
it is invariably thouffht to be of a superior qudlity. 
JDattles frequently take place between the smugglers 
and the excisemen. In the beginning of February 
last, a man was wantonly murdered by one of these 
feliowN, in a little village, at one end of our village : 
the scoundrel thrust ma sabre into the poor man's 
belly, and then went coolly away, leaving his victim 
weltering in hl» blood, amidst the snow. The villiun 
was apprehended anil imprisoned next day ; and if 
it can be proved, when his trial takes place, that no 
rewBtance was offered, be will be guillotined. Scenes 
like this are an indubitable proof of our progress in 
■ oiviliiation, and of the gi'est; superiority of modern 
over ancient miutners. it would seem, however, thiit 
tha ciunbraiig and espensive governments of modern 
Europe cannot exist without these things. The pre~ 
wilingnotiOD appears to be, that society exisU merely 
W Iho sake of government, not govemment for the 
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Mke ef HMMtj ; that is, men do ii«t ratato aBd-tAw- 
thdr- goferamenta, that tbey nuiy live io peace aoa 
plenty ; but exist in poverty, uid misery, and acora, 
that they nuiy be gOTemed splendidly, — whether bj 
despots or by charter, ugniGea nothing. 

In the invention of severat bttie thinga which add 
to the comforts, and facilitate the daily aetiMB, <tf 
life, the En^ish are certainly before the French, — if 
French civilization can be said to have reached 
Kormandy. The cutlery, for esarople, is eeneraUy 
eiteedingly poor and idunuy; and every improrVB 
ment which is attempted is said to be a I'Aaglai*. 
They mark their linen with English ink ; they cntr ' 
their beef st«aks and plum puddings with Engli^ 
knifes, when they cut get tnem ; and, if they oaa 
■crape off thrir beards with an EDglish raxor, thef 
•re but too h^py. But, in fact, no man can fa« 
expected to be patriotic or nation^ in the mattM 
of rasors ; for, if the devil himself kept a catka'B 
shop, and gold a eooA article, I think no man wb» 
has a beard would scruple to become his customer. 
I was not able to discover a pair of nut-crackers in 
all Caen, though, 1 am told, such things have aod- 
dentally been seen there ; and was compelled to send 
to Xrf>adon for a pair or two. The instrument witb 
which filberts and faaxel nuts are squeezed to piece* 
here, is exactly like a country cobbler's pincers, onljr 
not half so neat Walnuta ere opeaed with a knife^ 
at the constant risk of lock-jaw. Fenders, of ooiu«e, 
there are none; and the fire-Jrons are of tbe moat 
rude and awkward construction. The ordinarr 
earthenware is exactly of the description whieh,^ 
suppose, prevailed before the si^ie of Troy, being at 
once ugly and brittle; hnt the porcelain and finer 
speeies of earthenware are frequently extttntlj 
^tefnl and elegant. The mauuliuituring of ^bsb 
seems by no means to have reached the perfe "' 
which it hag attained among us, though i 
artJdM are chesft and pretty. Bntof all die d 
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I^imn in tke country, the lockimitlis, I think, bear 
the belL Nothing can emuX the OjrHnesa aai course- 
neas of their looks Mid keys, if you except th« 
nmner in which they are &«tened to the doors. In 
shoMng horaea, abo, the NornunB are peculiariy 
inexpert. Three persons are invarifthly employed in 
the operation : one man Miies the horse by the h«id, 
another takes hold of his foot, tnms it up, puts on thA 
shoe. Mid holds it with both hands, while the third 
strilies in tlie luuis, with » hunmcr Urge enoBgta t« 
hare served tiie Cyclops in beating: out the thunder* 
b«lt» for Jupiter in their smithy in Mount Etna. If 
tha animal nappena to move, the whole posse of artiBts 
are disarranged, and b thousand onrseB are showered 
apon his perrerseness. The same number of persona 
are employed in shoeing an ass. In England, a smith 
who could not manage the whole business without 
aid, would hAng himself for shame. 

Moreorer, in walking along the roads in frosty 
weather, you continnuly see horses slipping and 
lalliBr upon the ice, for want of what, I believe, is 
oallea roitghiKg their shoes. When this happens, th« 
peaaants beat the animals in Hba most brutal manner, 
thfl^h their own stupidity is alone Xa blame. When 
I fai*e hinted at tkie piece of cruelty, I hare had our 
OMAig:hting,and bnlllMtiting, and Itoxing habits, ob- 
jected to me, and very fairly ; though I do not dearty 
see how OUT cruelty to cocks and bnlls can justify their 
savqi« abase of the domestic animals. It is not dif- 
fienlt, however, to retort accusaliooa of this [kisd. • 
Kveiy nation has its taults and its absurdities ; and it 
is thuslbat mankind keep each other in coantenasce. 

The Normans, though remarkably backward in 
many of the pmctioes of civiiiied life, are sometimm 
ridienM when they do not alb^etber deserve it 
For exali^e, it is ousbHuary with the English here, 
to la>fh at them for hamesring their horses in a Ioim- 
«i«glfl liae of eigU or ten to their wagons. No 
dmM it appeara very aWord at first eight; bat the 
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pnustioe u iiicoiiMqaeiioeof tlie bkdiuMef Ikscraw- 
roftd* and by-roadg which are fotwd in thU coiubT, 
and niiut l>« foUowed uutil those road* shall be fittauf 
inproTed. For, when a wagon, drawn by t, }oog 
team 2 this kind, codms to a slough iu the road, the 
foremost horses enter, and pass it, before those behind 
■re feirif in the mud ; and thiu, having reached the 
•olid ground, are enabled to drag their bretiven, 
vehicle and all, through the slough. In the snm 
manner we must acoount for the unusnaUy great 
diameter of the wheels of these wagons. I hava 
often heard Oeneral Miller explain in this waj the 
enttom of the Gnachos, or inhabitants of the Pampai 
of South America, who use wagons with whedt 
ten feet in diameter, and yoke twenty pair of ozen« 
in a loose manner, to one of these strai^e-looking 
vehicles. That the diligences are not drawn hy n 
long single line of horses, is no proof that the practice 
ia Ute effect of prejudice, but a presumption of the 
mntrary : the diligences, in general, run over good 
roods, and, when the wagons have Ike same Mvanc 
tages, they will be drawn by horses yoked two and 
two, as they are in Engluid. 

I have frequently been present at oonversationa in 
which the comparative merits of the Bnslish and 
French have been discussed 1^ voluntary cbampjona 
of both nations ; but all that I could ever learn upon 
■nch oocasions was, that the disputants were losing 
.their time. It is scarcely to be expected that ordinaiy 
individuals, such as generally delight to handle theSA 
topics, should be able to pei'oeive the superiority t4 
n for^gn nation over his own in any thing, when 
even great and enlighteDed men, who imagine theni- 
Mlves free from, prejudice, find it so diffictdt toadnat 
tlie fact I have often observed, however, that if you 
keep the general question out of sight, and deseed 
to particuWs, pec^le will frequently aeknowladgB 
that their neighbours have the advantage over thtoiB 
U this or tha^t respect. I have, for ezamp^ Mat 
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whh UTeral patriotic NormBiig, who were willing to 
allow, that, in periodical literature, in newspaiiera, 
.and in certain branches of indnstr}', the Engliub naTe 
ontstripped the Frenrh. In rctnra, it wai alwa^ 
expected that I should make some coacesmom la 
&TiNir of France, which I could congeientioiisif do; 
In one respect the French appear particDlarlf ready 
to yield preiiedency to the Engliali, — they confem 
that, as a nation, we baye more religiott than tbeyt 
but, in inakin|f thia concesitioD, I have always been 
pnizled to decide whether tbey did not secredy pride 
tiiemMlves upon the circumstance. But, however 
this may be, every Englishman, who has at heut tha 
flory and greatneas of his country, will consider thit 
advantage the greatest that could he conceded, — at 
the ctTflization of a people, without religion, is a 
•tructure erected upon sand. 

Tuesday, February 23. — I went into Caen to so; 
the young men of the de|>artinent drawn for the 
eonscriptioD. The morning was particularly cold and 
raw, and every body was nrappcd up in cloaks, as in 
the depth of winter. On this occasion I had a striking 
fliannle of the utter unconcern with which peopbi 
r^aro whatever docs not peiw^oally interest them.; 
DO one could tell where the business would take 
place, or at what hour. Some thought it wooU be 
St the Hiitel de Ville, others at (he Palace of Jnstioei 
ftthers at the Pi-efrcture, at nine, ten, or twelve 
o'clock. As I entered the city, I met first one, and 
then another, of my aeauaiutance, and inquired about 
the conscription. " Mon Dieu, je n'en sais rien t — 
(My God, sir, I know nothing about it ! ) " was the 
universal reply. 1 saw that the only way was Ut 
begin at the Hdtel de Ville, and, fdiltng there, to virit 
In (HRoession all the places where ihe business cooU 
poesibly take place. At the Hdtel de Ville' 1 found 
a addier standing sentinel at the door : " Is it here," 
iiaqvired, ^ that they are drawing for the cansa-i^ti«« 
to-day?" The man looked perfectly astonished. 
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" They are not drawing at aU to-day," said he, " but 
therewillbeadrawinf on the 31st of March." "Now 
thia i« provoking," thought I; " there is no getting at 
this conscription biuioeas." 

From the Hdtel de ViUe I walked away to the 
other end of the dty to the Palace of Justice. Here 
I met a gentleman, who, thonjth he looked as if 
engaged in a lawsuit, had the politeness to direct me 
to the proper place, which was the ancient palace of 
the Prefecture. With some difficulty I found out 
this building, in a narrow obscure street near the 
Lyc£e. It 18 a large but mean-looking structure, 
•lUTonnding three sides of a quadrangular court, ana 
the business of the day was carried on in the central 
portion. On entering beneath the lofty gateway, I 
fbnnd that the great court was already filled with 
people, who were all crowding towards the entrance 
of the old palace, with anxiety, and fear, and every 
painfhl feeling depicted on their countenances. There 
were mothers and fathers come to heboid their sons 
offered up as victims on the altar of war. There, 
also, were younger brothers and sisters, and other 
~~-Is who seemed to have all the delicate anxieties of 
a their sunburnt faces. In all this vast crowd 
erery eye was turned towards the door, as if really 
watcning the performance of some sacrifice ; and I 
instinctively assumed a commiserating, melancholy 
(one, as I inquired of a young woman, whom I met 
Aoming out of the door, whether it was there that 
they were drawing for the conscription. She looked 
» my face, as if to assure hersekT that there was a 
heing in the world ignorant of what she appeared to 
know hot too well, and replied, almost reproachfnUy, 

I made my war as well as I coifld through Ae 
crowd, which constated chiefly of women, and entered. 
The vast apertmenU were thronged to excess, espe- 
(natty about the final door, from which a loud official 
TCtoe w«a tuaxi to issue, proDounnng the names of 
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tibe fiittire defenders of France,—" Eugene — Victor 
— AJphoaao — Alexis" — while, at each startliiup 
loand, an aaawering voice from the crowd proved 
that the flower of the Norman youth were about met 
replying, perhaps nnwiUin^ly, to the call of war. 
For seTeral miautes I in vain endeavoured to steal ■ 
glance of the mjBteriouB apartment whence tha 
stentorian voice of office proceeded ; and, upon 
inquiring among the crowd, was informed that non^ 
exuept those who were to draw, could enter. How- 
ever, confiding in the name of ttranffer, which, idl 
the world over, fant especially in Bngland and Fisnce, 
IB a passport to every place, I at length elbowed my 
way ap to one of the grenadiers, who were parading 
baclcward and forward through the throng, to keep 
clear the way to the door, and demanded whether a 
foreigner miaht be permitted to he present at the 
drawii^. The man replied by politely desiring mA 
to walk in ; and every body now made way for me. 

On entering the room, I aaw a long table, extending 
idmoBt from one side of the apartment to the other, 
At one end of which sat the ofliciating person ; while 
• number of military officers, who wore upon their 
4)hins " the beard ol Hercules and frowning Mars,'' 
and various oUier officials, sat round in ooncUve. A 
wooden seat, like a Turkish divan, but consideraUy 



narrower, ran round the room ; and upon this thq 
GOUBdipts were seated side by side. Upon looking 
round, I found that I was the only individual present 
not actually concerned in the bnsiness of the day. 
In [the centre of the apartment stood the instrument 
for measuring the conscripts, popularly denominated 
" La Toiae," and by the side of it a gigantic grenadier, 
booted to the hips, and " bearded hke the pard," 

" part of the busii 

e of the young men, 
and the individual seated at the extreme right started 
up, and raa barefooted across the room to the table, 
upon wttfch there was an urn, covcredbj a dean 
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Bua notv put his baud into the urn under the napkii^ 
and, upon diiirin^ out a number, Hheiced it to th» 
man in offine, who, io a loud voire, made it kaofiv 
to the crowd. I observed, that when a high number 
w«« drawn, the drawer appeared to be pfeaied, and 
otherwise when it was a low one, Tne oanse irf 
this I discovered nfterwards: Of the two hundred 
and odd whose fate wia deeided that morning, odIT' 
the first forty-eight were to sei-ve in the armj. Mi 
the numbers above were an so man^ blanks. A Kst 
of all those who drew wa« entered in the regiaterof 
the department, with the nomber drawn marked 
oppoeite. 

The next operation the conscript had to perfonn 
was to step up to the loise, io order to have his- 
height ascertained; and the result was declared with 
a loud Toice by the giant who stood b;^ the instrument. 
If any one appeared not to he ambitious of getting 
credit for his full height, the giant put one of his 
paws upon his back, and the other upon his chest, 
and thus soon broneht him to the perpendicular line. 
Wken this part of Uie ceremony hud btea performed, 
the conMiript picked up his shoes and his little cap, 
and made his exit by a different door from t^at hy 
which he had entered, and another victim followed. 
The room thus became gradually empty, when (me 
of the officials, taking np a list of names, and reading 
it aloud, brought in nnomer batch ; and thu^ the room 
was again filled. Then the same process of drandng, 
measuring, nnd shoe-and-cap gathering was repeated; 
and the crowd ngaiu ebbed away, one by one, at the 
above mentioned door. 

I observed, that, among the young men, there 
occasionally entered a man advanced in years, with- ' 
bald or gray hend, and unsteady footstep, whose 
^pearance would have seemed to indicate that he 
was free from the conscription. Upon the going up 
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at thaw old men to tfa« nm, thii dromiMtaBcii wat 
esplsiaed, — they were ftthers ooae to dr»w for their 
WW ahscDt on ItnBineM. I wns particularly pleased 
with the behaTiour of the officers towards these old 
BMD. It was gentle and humaiio in the eitremel 
TImt thee-aDd<ui«u'd them familiarly, like a hrotber^ 
beod sf qnakers, and spoke with apparent frieodliness 
of their hoys, — which was exactly »a it should be. 
Their late, poor old fellows, was hard eaoach in 
itself; and 1 thought that it argued a fine spirit in 
those who thus endeaToui'ed, by an air of kindneaa 
and humamty, to make it faii upon them as lightly 
as possible. 

Prom the questions pnt, and the answers given, on 
this occasion, I conjectured that the secret of Tbeatk 
was not yet very generally divulged in Nomundy, — 
» groat number ot the young men being unahfe to 
read or write. I bbierved, that by far the greater 
luunber of those who wore boots, bad no stockings ; 
and that the piost genteel among the youths were 
tha most ansious to be measured without thetf shoes. 
A few careless, shabby -geat«el looking fellow^ 
Btmtled up to the toise with their hoots on, and 



o be bewildered by their fetliDgs ; ftn^ 
although the toise stood within two yardH of ikem, 
and they must have known, from iifly examples, that 
every oue who drew was to be measured, they 
fre()ueQtl^ tottered by it towards their uhoes or sabots, 
as il anxious to escape, and bad to be brought back 
by the grenadier. 

By far the greater number of these young Normans 
were short and slight, though they were sufficiently 
nnart and actite, and would no duuht make good 
Botdiers. Their smalt size, and effeminate appearance, 
mi^t, perhaps, be the effect of ciiy manners; for, 
in the rural districts of the province, the men are 
generally tall, and vigorously formed. Several of 
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the conioripti amiesred, io foct, u if tiitj wen iSH 
children, «lthougli the law does not require men to 
draw before the age of twenty. From the beardlen 
chini, and gpeneral phjsiognom7 of the majority ot 
the»e youn^ men, I shoi^d infer, th*t the age of 
pnbertf amves late here, although nearly all were 
dark-eoniplezioned ; that is, of the temperament in 
which, in other conntriea, the ririle age is most early. 
The few fair-haired iodividnals whom 1 observed 
unonr them, were still leas advanced in manhood 
tiian the rest 

That itigane passion for war, which led the ancestcn 
of the present lohabitanl^ of Normandy to quit their 
duaky woods, and precipitate themselves, like a 
torrent, upon seTerat countries of Europe, hao now 
nren way to other propensitieB, — to trade, commerce, 
iDdmtry, and the cultivation of the sciences and arts 
of peace. The annual period for recruiting the armies 
is, therefore, seen to approach with terror; and 
numerous devices are resorted to for evading the 
chances of being forced into a military life. Some 
^tply to itinerant conjurers, or cunning women, who, 
for a snudl sum, pretend to charm the payers, and 
regulate their destiny according to their desires ; 
outers, with more chances of success, insure them- 
selves by the payment of a considerable sum to an 
insurance company, which provides substitutes for 
the peacefully disposed. 
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Village Butcher', Shnp—Pi/ihagorean Notimt — Pouitru 
—Mah—Eg'j, — EngliakandFrCTich Brrad—Booildleri' 
Shopi—M. Tr^batien—lfotioni of EnylUh Litcraturt— 
Tht AnnKoli — Provincial Ziicraiwe — LOiraiy of cm 
- Aiaalew—A Patriotic Virtuoia— Original DramiM of 
Poiasin—The Poeti SarraziT, and Scgraia— Madamt 
deSei>isni~j4»ccdoleofHu^,BithopofAiiri,7xchea—TAt 
CrocodUvt Cadaiaeniii. 

In ffiviog the history of villag* life in Normandy, 
I OQ^t by DO m«aas to foi^«t tbe butcber's shop. 
ThU important pktce, at onr village of Connelles, nas 
opened eyery Sunday rooming, and at no other time, 
the butcher living in a distant hamlet, and having' to 
serre variona ol£er villages during the week. In 
those desperately cold mornings which, in December 
and January last, made us imagine owselres at 
Sjiitzbergeo, while I wm yet lying in bed, under a 
tnountaia of clothes, speculatia"' upon the paius I 
was to endure the momeot I should rise — aud, in 
truth, sometimes debating with myself whetlier I 
bhould rise at all or not — an old woman, upon whom 
the cold seemed to have no more effect tbao on a 
polar bear, nsed to airive with the important, but 
disagreeable intelligeDce, that the man of beef and 
mutton wB» come. I often nsed to wonder that the 
Fellow never got drunk on the Saturday night, which 
would sometimes have caused bim to OTerel«ep him- • 
self on the Sunday. But it never happened : ho 
waa as rt^^ilar h dock-work, and I was compelled, 
whether f would or not, to sally forth in the snow. 

As the English, in Norman villages, never send 
their servants on those errands, lest carrion should 
tometimas be purchased for beef, I here met the 
Ather gentlemen of the place, with a number of hooett 
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Tillagen, nmle and fetnale, who were UMuUcd in 
order to eany off • portion of the fod of the Bnh- 
■liiii for their Sunday's dinner. The M«De waa hifUy 
oharacteriatic and amosing . At the door wa« tethered 
the batcher's horse, that patient animal, which, in 
mtormoug panniers, still depending^ from his sides, had 
home tbitho- the limbs of certain other animals, which 
we were about to devour ; and here and there, upon 
the floor, was a iog w cat, as fat as batter, and as 
fierce as a hTe°>> ^ffif eating np the bits of meat 
which had fallen from the block. In one corner of 
the room stood the bed of the " ancient dame, whose 
domicil it was;" and, at its foot, the tables npon 
which the whole carnal provisions of the villMpe for 
f week to come, — leg;s of mutton, rouadiaijis of heel^ 
Hid ribs of the wild boar^— were piled up in profnsifm. 
Bolt upright before the bleok, stood the priest of this 
smgnintuy tomj^, with knife in hand, and clad in 
MTulean blue, to denote, I ima^ne, his extnordinarj 
innocence ; while all aronnd were the worshippers, 
talking: over the aA'airs of the village, or of the nation, 
in a good, rough, Norman jar^n, with which the lui> 
fnagxt of roeriy oM England was someliroes minted. 
The old woman of the house invariably claimed the 
privilege of carrying home our beef, in order, it 
WM supposed, to enjoy the pUaeure of dipping her 
whiskers in a bumper of seat brandy, woiok shfl 
tossed off like a cup o( tea, and this, too, before th* 
oburub bell had rung for mass in the moising. 

With oooasional exceptiora, the meat in this part 
of Normandy is of iu> inferior qoality, more parti- 
oiilarl; the ivutton, which is generally as lean vti 
toogh as an old shoe. The beef uid veal, though 
■omewbat superior, have atjjl an onuoons appearaae* 
to (be eye, and smnetimes g;ive rise to very un^eanBt 
•uspioioas. The pork, tor the most part, is Kwd ; 
bnt it is by no means so plentiful as the other liinAs ' 
of niaat ; and, even if it were, the leatt Jewiril 
ftwtoB on earth would not like t« live enlirdy «n 
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r aav etka kne towa, the eye w 
^ 9 ft batcher's rm^), the aight of which » 
aloMt tmffi^ent t« render a mtui a Pjthagoreaa ) 
far it wouM reqaire bo great atretch of isMgioatMi 
to bacj that the soul of one's graodfether h«4 
i^uUted aome of the b«die« b«fore one, tbw fityd- 
anamj' ia so straage aud eqinvoeaL lit giMd earaart, 
I have almoit been diafusMd into a Brsbmiuieal v«ir 
'bf the (ight of the CM-CMees «£ aBimala, n'hich had 
eridentlf stood w mnch in need ef a diaeer duriof 
their liTee, as »ay of the hangrj wight« whoai tintj 
were Jated to re^e after death. MereoTer, iattead 
«f hiding these misenbte remaiw from the %ht OT 
da;, as Bwdeitf wouM appear to rrrinnnrt the 
birtcher*, in geoeral, have none of tboee Unca Uiads 
wUch their brMhren of Loadon eppoae M the «e*rd»- 
uf. f laaees of AboUo, but leare 1^ and sheuldersv 
withering and blackeiwig ia the ran, in ttM aMMt 



The p«iiltrf, »B the other hwd, is, in greaeral, 
nMariublr fine ; and fresh eggs are (draDdiuit and 
oh«n). Tneni)k,lihewiBe,isexeeedin^f good; and 
the batter, salt and fresh, is of the no«t exeelleat 
nulitf. The bread, which is leaveaed Idie Uuit of 
Me aneieat Jews, is, at first, disag^eeaiile to etraiif er^ 
bat the pal^e a»i» beoosK* reeo^eiled Ut it, and it ia 
theB feuod t* be extrenelr whole»oaie and good. 
The NMahaient here inflicled on ktk«« found guiltr 
ot MlJing short weight, er sdnlleratiDg tbeir bread, 
being axamivtij ssTere, tbeee erimee are so rartv 
that a patuid loaf of br«kd ma;, i« general, be used 
■a a pottnd weigbt, in ease of nnnrenit)-. in order to 
MMrtain the weight of amy other ariiele ; while the 
taata and the iasagiantiea are not offended by the 
aaMwr «f inlriaeA. b(uws. alnin, whiting, &o. which 
aMaeoMtiaias detente w the brwdtrfLeodoB. Maoy 
«f tha Enf^ish, bwavw, iMSfwUeof aeooBWUHlMijiv 
tbeir taUe la the btmAoi tbeaxastrf. get a peculiar 
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sort prepared eiprtatij for tbemsdves, tod ciU«4 
Engliih bread; which, being made with yeast, U 



oeruialy li|fhter and more spongy thui the Frendi 
bread," i« not under the protection of the police ; » 



bre«d, thongh I question whether it be so wholesome. 
This, moreorer, oeing what is Tulgarlv called " bacj 
, ■„!.__..._ J... .1. . _ >^„gtioQ of th '■ 



that people have to depend entirel]' oa their baker*! 
eonacience — a thing not always to be relied up<Ht 
implicitly. It is remarkable eiM>ugh, that, properly 
speaking, there are no biscuits in Kormandy ; and 
that, for the most part, the pastry is extremely poor. 
The bakers pile up huge pyramids of loaves outside 
of their windows, as a kind of sign, where the flies 
and the dust of the streets repose upon them at 
pleasure, and render them very unfit for use- 
Prom the food of the body, I pass, by a very natural 
transition, to that of the mind. Booksellers, how- 
ever, are by no means so numerous as bakers, even 
in Loudon ; which seems, notwithstanding, extremely 
likely to become, in the end, one. vast magazine of 
printed paper ; but in the cities of Kormaady, the 
venders of intellectoal fare are remarkably few, and 
ill supplied with books. Even in Caen, the most 
literary city in the north of France, aad celebrated 
for the distingniahed writers it has produced or fos- 
tered, there is not one bookseller possessing a good 
assortment of modern books : a fact which, in reality, 
tells more strongly against the literary men of the place 
than against the tradesmen, who would assuredly pro- 
ride the articles if they were called for. ■ M. Manoury, 
the oldest and best known bookseller cf the city, 
possesses, indeed, a very hu^e collection of old worka, 
among which I observed several which were rare and 
valnable; but be has no catalogue, and his books ara 
slovenly and confusedly piled up upon his shelves. 

For merely curious books I have no taste, but one 
has sometimes occasion to consult certain authors, not 
in ordinary circulation, and these one expects to find,- 
ia a public library, or among the stock of an estensivs 
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bookseller's Btiop. Being desirous, in the coorae of the 
winter, to refer to several works of this kiod, among 
otVrs, to Zoega, De Origine et Usu ObelUcontm ; 
Paftliaus's Systems Brahmanicum ; Jablonski's Pan- 
theon Eefffptiacum ; Walchiua's PaTcrga Academica ; 
and Cressolius's Theatmm Veterum SophisianiTiif — 
I, in the first place, had recourse to the public librarr,' 
and, having been unsuccessful there, I next tried the 
shops : bat, unless in private libraries, of which I 
have DO konwledgfe, there is not a single copy of one 
of these works in all Caen. Still, both M. Manour^ 
ttnd M. Mande, (who has moreover a reading room, ' 
aud circulatiDg librair,) have a great number of 
Taloable old books in their stock ; bat their prices are 
eitrava^uL Even French bookSj'exceptiBe the new 
ones, might be purchased much cheaper in London.' 

The bookseller's shop where an Englishman would 
be most at his ease, however, is that of M. Tr^ntien, 
near the Place Royale. Here the new works of any 
degree of merit are immediately received : a lai^e col- 
lection of noveb and romancesand periodicalsare at the 
service of the ladies; and most of the literary men of 
the city assemble of an afternoon, to talk over the news 
of the day, and discuss the merits of poets and philo- 
sophers. M. Tr^butien himself, of whom I shall more 
than once have occasion to speak in the course of 
this work, is a literary man of ability and learniag, 
whose translation of the New Arabian Nights, in 
three volumes octavo, must, by this time, I imagine-, 
be pretty well known in England. Caen appears, in 
Bome measnre, t« be the foster mother of the Arabian 
Nights; forit was there that Galland, as M.Tr6butien 
ob^rves, executed the greater part of his exquisite 
translation, while we owe to it the valuable supplement 
to Galland's labours. 

Of English books I have hitherto seen extrentelv 
few in Normandy. It is true that certain English 
•nthors, as Shakespeare, Byron, Sir Walter Scotiv 
Campbell, Moore, Wordsworth, &«..are reprinted and 
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mAA m Piris ; bat, bcnde* tbat m Jtry Uxpt pnop of ti w 
of tbow r^rinls are psrchsBed bj tae aifnada of mv 
ooantiymai rending in Framce, or find tiieir w^ 
keroBg tb« Chmaiiel, OB scceunt of tb«ir ebrnpiim, I M 
not&Ml that onr litcr»tar«, in gMieral, u either Stndiad 
or T>)ne4 «nttai«Btl^ in this part of Prance. On* 
oocaM«ntA]' meets with a nersoa who, having leelled 
throng two or three Ea^sb book*, imaf^nei bi(ii*«4f 
entitled to he merry apon the de^ts of our great 
•othorB, and in>c«ti with the holy and anhliB* ee«i< 
omttoni of hOlton or Shakeueare, ai the politiejaoa 
' of a pot-b»ine discontse on tB« m^steriec of potitica. 
I dare m;, if ant« erer joke, they make fine sport at 
tbe awkwardnew of the elephant ; th« little nerar 
Mmprebend the great. At the same time, there »n 
Others among the French alto^lher superior ta so 
trretf^ed a spirit of natioaay ty; who nnderstaad well 
enoD^ that, withoBt disparaging their own great 
writers, they may taste the debghta of a fyr^ga 
literatiire, and extend, a* it were, their aoquajntanoe 
with the great spirits of the earth. The latter (dMO 
is, in feet, erery day beooraiug more ■amotiiu, is 
proportion as Iil»eri] priaeiples,aBd a maseHline tut^ 
the fruit* of the Revuiotion, gain ground ; while tbe 
Other, of course, diminishes in the same proportion, 
along with the nairow and ^vid notiom which gtill 
remain a blot on the ^ory of France. 

Among the £ng4iiib books which find most &Tevrin 
t^e eyes of the French are the aoBuals. Not oaly M« 
the Literary BoBTentr, the Friendship's Offeriag', tho 
Keepsidte, the Forget-meHMt, the Uem, the Winter's 
Wreath, the Jnrenile Keepmke, &o. known aad 

£ riled; but the cboioestaiticles, and the finest plates 
BTe been seleoted frtm tfaem, (the former tisnslated, 
and the latter retouched,) and p^liabad at Paris tM 
aa annnal ealled the MbioK Sritatmique. 

Tfaelutetteotualenergies, however, of the NonnMW 
are sometimee eoDUUted in the ppodaetion of wJiBt 
nwy,pevh«ps,bateRDedaproTiB<ulI>twBtBrB. btdivi- 
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dsids «Inb U^«tber and Ibno m>ci«tiM, antiqiuriii), 
■^eahnrftl, g^logical, 8co. and throw a degree of 
imngiiMry iinportaiMe oTflr the affair* of ^ir city or 
proriace, which appean prodigiouslf ridloulaog t* 
vthtg men. Every aepartment, erery city, nay, one 
night alnoBt say, eTery town, has its separate hi^ 
tory, TDto which the renenl atfhira of the kiatrdtni 
are drawn, bead and shouldere, in order to swell tbc 
TfJume to the sice demanded by the dignity of tbt 
tbeme. For eKsmple, the Uttte city of St Lo, iipoB 
whh^ the jndicioui historian of Normandy might 
bestow a page, has its history swelled oat to a Tolnnw 
in octavo, with an introdactory discoarae one third 
lo^er than the history itself; then there are ^sser- 
tatione, memoirs, discoarsM, notices, kc without 
■umber, and of no earthly oM, except to consome 
time and paper. For my own part, t have never 
been able to oonceire the nature of tiiat entbusiasal 
which enables a man to spend Us whole Bfe in 
gabblMg about the town in which he happens t» 
exist; and stiU less the folly <tfthos« who enooonigt 
him. It is mere imbecility to deuooHnate soch a 
diUdiflfa passioD, pstrioCisB; that lata is m patriot 
who benefits, or endea* oars to benrft, his country t 
»»t he who does his beat I0 kill people wUh enindt 
or, wbkh ia nmeh worse, to redoM them to a tevd 
In intelleot with nonbs and ihm. I womld not b* 
amtentaod by this to oondMiii AMoe derire to inT«ata> 
nte tbe biftory of past tfanas) but thM absovd paesfov 
for smnll antiquities which, both in Fnuoe and Baa^ 
hmi, ooDupies ten tbouaad iitditidaala who wooU 
bt Mudi b«tter employed in cnltitating tbair cabb«g» 
gapdeas. 

One floe laorulBg last swjn;, I visited the tibrar; 
•f • H. IxH^l^au^ of the Rue de Chaw^nee, at Gm^ 
wbe has 8p«Dt the grealM port of his HA, aad «»• 
<Uenb)6 s«Rs trf bmb^, in coDeeting tt^ather dl tba 
heeks, paoipUets, dec which have been published o« 
KonuMuly. Suck books m ho oodM n«t purchaM 
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rolnnm, large and amflll, «f naniiscripts of this hind. 
Still a Tut number of woriu on NomModj were 
wanting', parlieDlarly those published- in Enfrland; 
but, ou the other hand, a fTcat number lyt tjie old 
poets; mocrt, cw all of the modem poets; and the moat 
diatingnisbed of the prose writers of the prorince, 
were there. The gentleman likewise possessed a 
targe collection of Facetiie, many of which were so 
rare and cnrions, that 1 regretted Dr Dibdin, or some 
other bibliomaniac, was not there with me, to oou 
OTer the title-p«^e*, and copj the dates. One of the 
(jfreatest typographical raritien, however, in the whole 
collection, was a French translation of Aristotle's 
Problems, in black letter; supposed to be the first 
book ever printed at Csen, but there is no date on 
the title-pace. 

One of Uie most cnrions and oztraordinar7 housM 
in Caen, however, is that of the amiable and well 
known antiquarian, M. Pierre Aimfi Lair. This 
f^entleman, whom I had met several times since mj 
arrival in NoNuandy, had kindly invited me to bis 
honse, and presented me with a copj of the various 
Ijttie works he bad orcaeionall^ published. On the 
morning of mj visit, I found him at breakfast His 
house, a large and commodious building on one of the 
branches of the Ome, is laid out as a picture gallery, 
the walls of every apartment being covered with 
ptuntings, drawings, and prints, illustrative of the 
history, antiquities, arts, and manners, of the Nor- 
mans, The moat valuable article in the collection is 
an orignnal gepia drawing by Nicholas Puussio, who> 
•B is well known, was a native of this province. The 
subject is the Adoration of the Magi; and it is treated 
witu that force, freedom, and ori^nalitj, which ono 
would expect to find in a work of Poussio. From 
two or three absnrditieg, however, into which almost 
'*"7 painter ^ Holy Families has fallen, this piero; 
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of PouMJD ii not free : the staUe of the Nkaureaa 
inn, which, from the Scripture nairatiie, we judg« 
must have been > very wretched pU6e, iB tnuisfomtM 
into B grand gtracture, with fluted columiu; Joseph, 
the husband of the Virgin, is repreBen(«d as at leaat 
eight; yean of age ; and the infant Christ, not one 
day old, and who should therefore have been made to 
i^pear unconscious of what naa pasaing, is seated 
upright on the Virgin's It^t, looking with much inte- 
rest and inteltigence at the old Persian fire-worship- 
¥)rB. The other parts of the picture are maguiflcent 
he anxious, instinctive, yet almost doubting devo- 
don of the Wise Men ; the sheer wonder of the by- 
standers ; the perfect nonchalance of the camel-driven 
and slaves in the bock ground ; with the camels them- 
selves, and other oriental characteristics, are dashed 
off with felicitous energy. 

Of the other works of art in this curious cabinet, 
the portraits of four of the mistresses of Louis XIV. 
are the moat striking. These portraits once belonged 
to the poet Segrais, a native ot Caen, who spent much 
of his time in the profligate court of tae Grand 
Mooarque, but returned to spend the •vening of hit 
days and die in his native citv. If the portraits ara 
faithful likenesses, Louis's mistresses, lilce his wigs, 
had mote. bulk thim beauty to boast of; being, in fact, 
nothing more than fine, plump, voluptuous looking, 
women, possessing none of those airy, s^ritual graces 
whiuh have sometimes shed a kind of gl<Hy over 
ladies of their profession, and blinded very grave and 
sober historians. ■ 

One of the apartments of this patriotic virtuoso it 
dedicated to the poets SarrMin and Segrais, men who 
once tboDght tbemaelvei secure of immorbUity, though 
th^ verses and their wit are already on the thresh^ 
of oblirton. Here, ia the literary chamber of M. Lair, 
however, their fame appears as fresh as ever. On tha 
walls we see their portraits, dingy engravings in fbe 
bard manner of the old French engraTera i.uid on the 
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naoteUpteM otmtrwe ^teit worln, imw aMt rapTUtt, 
tlu affeM of the gratitude and retpcct of their town*- 
■•■. Vemr tke portniti are BpeciineiM of the bMtd- 
writinir of tfaete NomuM bards, u well m of that 
learaea Thebao, Meo^^ who commeaUd Oio^nea 
LiiertiaH, and was the nieod of tJe^ait. On the lame 
waU ia the portrait of aDotberiiatiTeof Caen, iUuitriena 
for bis larioos eruditioa, and for mimerotia worka 
BOW EBOre frequeatlf quoted than read; ImeaaHnet, 
Biahop of ATrancbei. ReepectiDg this portrait, M. 
Lair related to me an anecdote, which auj perh^ 
he worth repvatiog. When it wag firat publish^ 
Hoef a fame, it aeemg, was not mfficiont to raiae n 
demand for iM likeneaa, and the artiat appeared to be 
in danger of loeinr hia labour. But the man who baa 
but one wtriog to Eia bow will neref make a flgure or n 
fortune in thia world ; the name i^Huat wa« craaedfrMi 
the plate, and that of St Exuperiiu, tfaeima^narj first 
Bishop of Bajeuz, inserted in its ^ace ; wnich beiu|< 
AoM, the portrait, now become that of a saint, had » 
— "it mn, and amply repaid the double iwenuit; of 



OtKtm 



^ e their moaef for the effigfies 

a leamBd and rirluouB eontonporary, were ddnded 

iato a ffood actiou, aa, of old, children were sadnoed 

into twi^ phjMC, hj havinf the Itfim MT the c^ 

honied orer hy weU meawing ii^KWtnre. 

MH°*" de Serifn^ as the raader, no doiAt, it 
Mnve, waa not a native of Nonmody ; but, having in 
ber Lett«« aaid oomnlimeatary things of Caen, aho 
is one of those individuals whom the people of Caea 
ndmire. I myself expect to he B«aie d^ or aJitther 
•nimierated among the patriMiB of this grateful and 
riMMDt oity, far I hare amny thinga to say In itt 
hmm; bat theo, 1 Ml neithM' a ooimteaa nor a oomt. 



vUidi mar make soue difference. Id the el 
wMob H. tab hM oonsacmted to the memiy of Uiin 
iwnwrtal goaiip, are the wMraits of the lady and her 
daughter, with riewa of Xea Boehasn, and the other 
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ehalcanx of the fiunilT. The motlier vaa m rnvoh 
finer, m ttbU as more able womui, than the dan^tcr ; 
and the costume in irhich ihe la represented is infi> 
nitely more becoming, — that of the Utter exposing the 
bosom in a manner not at all cemonant with modom 
ideas of delicacr. There ia also a leaf or two of laurel, 
plucked from tfie p1an1Mi«nB of Let Roehers, in Brit- 
tany, tbe family seat of tbe SeTigD^, and specimene of 
the handwritii:^ of the cousteMi, her daughter, and her 
gnu daughter. The first is maecnline, the second l«sa 
so, and tbe third still less so than the second. These 
literarf relics, however trifling they may seem, have 
BB isterett uid a value for aa many aa hanger and 
tblrst after reBoim, ainee they are a apeciM of Ink 
betweea ns and the illvstrioiia dead. 

Tbe other articles of this carioo* eoUeottOD have all 



a degree of interest, which might, periMpa, ji 
more extended notice — >more partiealaTly a . ._ 
tbe portioBt of a foeal crocodile, dag out oC th« 



rries of Afletuagne, and deneminated by natnialtota 
erocodiha cadomeHsit ; bat Caen us to mia^ 
tirings demandiv attention, that it is ivpoatiUe to 
bestow a ereat £al of space npon mA. We wen 
accoMpanied throngfa tke Taii«H spartm««t by tlw 
oUigJng aIrt^uary binself, by a Mr Barke, aaiit hy 
the Ooont Pierre de Revedin, a Veaelian g«ntI«K>% 
who had vkited England, spoke En^irii with oond* 
derabte &eiKty, and was load in Im pniaes •( mv 
eonntry. M. Lair is a ptaia but pleasant losing m^t 
who appears to be extremriy well iaftvaied, and ia 
fistiaguished for tbe taarity at hie mannciv ia Ua 
liK«r«i>ni«e both wiUi hia own oonatrymen and willi 
foreigners. It it to him, in feet, that Mott atnagti^ 
desiroasofaeeiagOie ouiodtiea of Caen, apply ; m« 
I eeitaiah' aai net aequiBtml with aay paraon battap 
oalcnlated to perform so tronUeama* an ofice ; dMi^ 
in addition t« a perfect knowledge «f the localities, 
lie poMetsea a degree of politeness, which no importii- 
aity or ingntitvae aypean comp^est to deatroy. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Himpitalof Caeu—AbbtgaiLiDamtt—Fatr Ward*— Clia- 
Tocter of the PatitiiU~ Anatomical Mtuaaa—Toiotr irf 
the Abbcg— Timb of Quein IWalilda— Admirable PoMora- 
rtic Fi™ of Cam—Abiuril Idea cfthtPictaresqw—Tht 
SvUmmuan Chapit—Ducartl and Dr DibdiA^Btstory 
ofUatOda't Toaii. 

In Tisitioc the Hospital of Cam), which now occu- 
;piefl the uicient coDTeot of the Abbey aax Dames, or 
of the Trinity, I was accompanied by Mr 0'Rourk«; 
a young Iriah medical student, long resident at Caen. 
In ^proaching the building from the Bae des Clta- 
noioM, one of the pleasantest streets Id the dt^, and 
therefore chiefly inhabited by the English residentSf 
1 obserred that the lower portion of the we«ten) 
tower WM new ; and my companion, whose duties 
brought him every day t<t the hospital, described to 
me the punfnl and dangerous process by which the 
dacayed stones were extracted from the wall to mahe 
room for the new ones, while rery Uttle Tiolence, 
peihsfts, would have brought down the whole tower 
opon the heads of the workmen. When repairs «f 
taia kind are effected ia an ancient building, it would 
require rery little expenie or ingenuity to cause the 
new portions to harmonize with the old, by washing 
them oTer with a gray preparation, or by coTering 
them with the paper coloured cement. Something of 
this sort is absolutely requisite, to prevent that shock 
which die eye receives from a medley of novelty and 
mtjqaity, and which causes one to regard a noble 
vtructure in the same light as 

" A patched dog-hole, eked milli ends of will." 
I particularly reinarked the mean and disagreeahle 
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effect of these filling np of the breaches of time in 
Talbot's Tower at Falaiso, where the gray, stomi- 
beaten masonry of the fifteenth century is brought 
into startling contrast with a bit of " spick and span 
new " constonction of yesterday. Not that I think 
an old wall better than a new one, bat that one hatM 
to see this January and May sort of an nnion, erea 
in stone and mortar. 

The Abbey of the Trinity, being still a nnnnery,* 



a well as an hospital, is surrounded by high wallsy 
ajid iron gates, and a soldier constantly stands sentinel 
at the entrance. Having passed these gates, we 
crossed to a wide court, formed on one side by a winr 
of the building', and on the other sides by a series ^ 
out-houses and offices. Coming up to the door of tho 
convent, we touched the bell, and the door, openinv. 
by springs, admitted as into a spacious eDtranGe.iia^ 
where we found a nun sitting behind a grated windo'A', 
who gave us directions where to find our guide. 

The gentleman who performed the office of cicerone 
for us, was one of the surgeons of the establishmmt, 
an Englishman, and an old acquaintance of my amt- 
panion. The first ward into which we entered waS 
one of those apartmentaappropriated to military inT»- 
lids, who seemed, from all that 1 could observe, to be 
by far the most numerous class of sick. It was a 
room about one hundred and fifty feet long, along th« 
centre of which ran two rows of wooden pillars. On 
each side were the beds, with the foot towards th» 
centre of the apartment. They were, perhaps, some- 
what too dose to each other, and, conseqnendy, tMt 
unmeroue; but thev impeared to be neat and dean. 
There are fonr wards of this size ; two for men, aail 
two for women. 



Btill be very con^derable. The life of a 

no tranquil and holy to (he igDOiant, u the most wretched, mi 

ImfMeaay tlu leart pnre, that can well be im^nied. 



M CHARACTER OF THE PATIENTS. 

Vkan w» eBtra^ tke tetnalt ward, wb«re tluM 
WW* Dumb«r8 oonfined to their bed, we had a ipeci- 
Men of tliesocialquaUtieaofthe ladies; fornumeroHX 
nice* were busy «a all sides in buuBbing silencs 
and its oBtfriag emiHi. Tlieee vast ^artments are 
vanned by immeose pipes, which pierce the biiiUinf 
from bottom to top, and bj fires lundled io stOTCs, 
which convej' their smoke to tlieee pipes. Around 
the lire was a claiter of B-omeD, fouag and old, 
nUMed IB the aniT^wtl occupadoa of makings lace, 
iB which many of those in the Ueds, or sitting beside 
them, were likewise employed. Here were sicknen 
and Busery nuaHracturiii|; omaBents for beauty aod 
jouth. The soUiers, on the other hand, whose basi- 
mttm it ia to kill and be killed, as Voltaire observes, 
to g^ their Uviugp, were playing at cards arouad their 
fire; while othei:«,fartherad.Tanced in canvalescence, 
but eqnally dispased to be idle, were pitching sou*, 
like caildreB, under the piaizas below, remiadiog me, 
Tcry itrowly, of the laay old inmates of Greenwich 
HMpital, banging about Blackheath or Oreeuwich 
Park, readiiif novels, ih-, as Muore saj^ " sipping 
bMT in the sun." 

The nnmber <^ sick at this time in the hospital 
vaaahoul three hundred; bnt, during the winter, ther 
had been far more numerous, — nearly six hundred, 
I beliere ; tkoagh the only complaint, perh!q)s, under 
vfaioh the m^oritr were labouring, was the want of 
food and fire-wooo. Even such of the poor at wer« 
R»t attacked by disease, were invited, in the severe 
ireather, la warm themsdves, and take soup duly, at 
the hospital ; and thus, in iJl probability, the lives of 
many were saved. Every care seems to be taken of 
those who take refuge here; the whole building 
being extremely neat, clean, and well ventilatei 
Nevertheless, tn passings through the fever wards; I 
observed a heavy cadaverous scent, as tf death irertt 
already in the room. 

The clean linen, fbr the sick, is wanned Ivefiire it ia 
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H, plkee< 



the sake of econonif , over the large fires w 
the water for the baths. These baths, which are on 
the ground floor, in a mite of apartmeDte oceupfing 
the north viug of the bnilding, are isnged in a douhl« 
row ^Bg the oentre of the roonL Theae rows are 
separated from each other merely bj two large hram 



up otbera, in the shape of & swan's neok and nea^ 
woicfa, being turned over the baths, pour out the 
water, the one hot and the other cold, in the greatest 
erofitgion. Besides these, there are steam and shower 
baths, admirably contHved. In iact, I question, whe- 
ther a more important or better r^^ted establiah- 
mont of the kind can be found in any prorinci^ town, 
eren in England. 

There ia a small anatomical musenm attached to 
tlie hcwpitol, which contains several very cnrious 
ikeletont, both of men and the inferior animals. 
Among others, there are tlie skeletons of a frog, a 
■paRow, a monkey, and a hnman glutton ; ti^ther 
with the stomach of the lastHnentioned animal, of 
prodigious size. There is likewise an iniant of moo- 
itrons formation, preaerred in spirits, which looks as 
horrible as any thing nnnatural can look, and might, 
perhaps, puiile the science of M. GeofFroy 81 HiUire, 
or of BLLe Bauvage; thongh the latter gentleman 
asiurea n>e, that he has explained the laws of nature 
which regulate or misr^nlate " all that" 

Neither that portion of the buildins, which is 
inhabited by the nnns, nor the church, which is sup- 
posed to form a part of the convent, can be entered 
hj men. However, our obliging racmme obtained 
mm tbc iaijr abbess the key (rf' the great central 
tower, irhioh, though really forming a portion of the 
ohnrcb, k not regardod as toe holy for the male 
moiet^'ofhnnum mature, -^-ao nice are the diatinctioiH 
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of niperstitioii. In making' onr way towarde this 
tower, we crossed a small court, sHirounded entirely 
hj portions of the church and of the coDrent, and 
beheld in the northern wall two estreiuelj little door^ 
the one of which led to the place of our destination^ 
and the other, OTer which were the words " Chapeile 
SouUrraine," to the crypt beneath the choir. Into 
this, it wag thonght the nuns would not permit ua to 
descend; so we took the other route, and, opening 
the mjBterions^ooking little door, ascended a narrow, 
dark, winding- stur, such as Mrs Radcliffe describes 
in her romances, until we reached a small galleiy, 
just wide enough to allow one person to squeeze 
himself along between the pillars and the wall. 
- From this gallery we obtained a view of the whole 
chorch, — excepting a small portion then unde^oing 
repura, and therefore divided off by a temporary 
partition of boards, — even of that part which belongs 
exclnsively to the fair sisterhood, and is enclosed wiA 
thick curtains. One soUtary nun was there at her 
devotiong: she was on her knees, her hands were 
idasped upon her breast, and her ftce was turned 
towards the tomb of Queen Matilda, the foundress of 
the abbey, which stands in the centre of the choir. 
Her prayer was inaudible ; her form was, for some 
time immovable ; and I looked down upon her with 
a degree of pity not nnmingled with respect. The 
church was still and silent as the grave, except that 
the wind occasionally shook the ancient casements, 
and moaned along the aisles. At length, the nun 
arose, in an awkward scrambling manner, from her 
knees, and left the church, without appearing con- 
scious that she had been overlooked. 

The eallery where we stood averhaogs that part 
of the choir in which the altar, removed or destroyed 
during the Kevolntion, had originally been placed; and 
fVom thence we could see those grotesque capitals 
which surmount the pillars of the rotnnda, and which. 
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aecording'toM.d'Anisy,* irereHocientlf COTioealAdby 
the DmaiaeDls or accompmlmeiits of tbe that : tb«M 
O^ilals have, instead ol foliage, human faom, g^aai, 
and other birds, moBsten, and animala of varioiu 
kiods, goulptared npon them ; aod, amoD§^ the rest, a 
head, which the above ineDtioited autbor auppoMS to 
be that of William the Conqueror. On the walli ar« 
Kverol paintingB, repreHDtmg sacred eubjects, some 
of which appeared to possngg conxiderable merit TIm 
pavement of the choir h formed of small diamoud- 
•luoed slabs of fataek and irhite marUe, altematiiij' 
■witn each other. 

Leaving this gallery, we ascended in darksess, hv 
the narrow staircase above commemorated, towaru 
tbe summit of the tower, goidiog ouiselvee iij a rope 
which ran up aloi^ the centre cf the tnrret. We 
had to oroes some portion of tbe roof of the church 
during this ascent ; and I UxJced, hot is vain, for the 
place where my worthy predecessor, Dr Dibdin, 
Aarrewly escaped breakii^ ois neck, an action which 
he rriates in mock heroics, in his affected bnt amnsii^ 
IVavris. The building, however, was a mannfactory 
when the doctor visited 2tNinandy, and has since 
vndei^ne many r^ain, md been restored to its 
ori^nal destination. 

When we had fairly reached the roof of the tower, 
we enjoyed a noble view of Caen and its vieinity, the 
whole city, and the country for botm^ miles round, 
being stretched out before lu like a map. Every 
atreet, every church, nay, every private hwise, oooM 
be distinctly seen from Uiis place, together with the 
various roads branohiiig off from the city, towards 
Sayeux, Villiers, Falaise, and Rouen, and the nume- 
rous small villages with which the whole country 
round is thickly studded. The abbey church of St 
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Etioma, tke fonudstiaii of WiUiam the Conqiieror, 
towering aloft at the other extremity of the citr, 
■eemed but a stone's throw di«t<Bt ; and one nugnt 
ahnoet fane; lliat the biuu of the one e«tablUfament 
could converse, trom tbU poaitioii, with the monks of 
the other. . The finest object, however, in the whole 
prospect, was the Ome, one of those roads which, 
according to ike admirable eiprewion of Pascal, move 
beacath the traveller, and bear him, without any 
cffN*t of his own, upon his journey. This river, 
flowing from south to north, divides ere it approache» 
the city into two brancbes, and, meeting again a little 
below the town, forau an island, upon which a large 
|)ortion of Caen is built The 'ralley of the Ome 
IS the only part of the view in which any patches 
of wood are discoverable, exceptiug the park of the 
convent immediately beneath our feet, as it were, io 
which there was a small grove, now banning to put 
iorUi its leaves. 

Compared with the view from the tower of the 
cathedral of Coutaous, the promenade at Avranches, 
or Talbot'stoweratFalaise, this prospect is, of eouTse, 
poor; but, in summer, when all the surrounding 
plains are covered with the rich verdure of the young 
com, md when every tree and bush within the circle 
of the horiion have put on their summer garb, it 
is certainly not wholly destitute. of charms.* What 
Mr Cohen, however, could be dreaming of when he 
talked of any landscape in this. neighbourhood which 
vould have delighted the " old masters," is more than 

. ■ Dr IKbdin, atta luTing hid tlie ■■ noble unlHtion " to 
■aceiid to the top of this toww, ind approich the " stsrry vmilt," 
for which he tnuiopha over Ducarel, — who, howeveT, did nut 
dimh up, merely because he was not ollowfd to do bo,— cojuen 
down Bgaiji, and there's aji end of it- He might have discovered, 
without cliDibing to the top of tlie tower, that the site of the 
abbej wu good ; which i» ul be uya upon the ml^cct. 



s.io.flr, Google 
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I CBD oonjectore. * Except the little woody proinoD> 
tory at Mondeville, which is a gera in its way, but too 
Bmali to make nay figure at a distance, there ia notbing 
in the neighbouTDOod of Caea deBerviDg the name of 
landscape, nntess, indeed, we use the term to expreu 
any wide extent of country. 

Immediately nnder the whIIb of the convent are 
the gardens, in which we remarked that one of the 
flower-beds, which were smrounded by borders of 
dwarf box, was shaped like a heart, to intimate, I 
suppose, that the inmates of that prison had not for- 
gotten they possessed one. From the elevated position 
we atrti occnpied, we could see very distinctly int« 
that portion of the abbey which is sacred to the fair 
sisterhood themselves ; but none of them made their 
appearance, though we saw several walking under the 
piazzas, on the profane side of the walls. 

Descending from the neiehbonrhood of the " starry 
vault," as Dr Dibdin woiSd say, we next demanded 
the permission of the nuns to visit the crypt, or 
" subterranean chapel," as they are pleased to call 
it, and were more successful than Ducarel was, when 
monks and nans were in their glory in France. Hm 
Sevolntion appears to have been a great teaeJ»er of 
gennine civihty and politeness, as well as of other 
useful lessons; for a " lady abbess" would now no 
inore think of refusing a respectable foreigner permis- 
■ion to enter a chapel, than she would of swaUowing 
her crncifix and beads. The voice of puWic opinion 
is now heard, even in convents ; and, if they have not 

■ " After luvine Caen," uy* be, " tbe triveller will not Gtil 
to linger ob the litUe hill irhicli he ucenda jiul nfter pasainE by 
the bit crneifii. Hera he enjoys a lovtly protpect, men M 
tMffhttdttt Hid materi. ' A httle ftirther an, he talki of tlw 
viewi bung free frem all " trace) of work-BhQpi sod ipiDidae- 
toriei, or tiiir pellaiunt ;" and u^ that, trDiu this dittsocc, 
" the dW Bmmei ■ chuacter of quiet mciuulic opulence, Gam- 
fbrting the eye tnd the miod." 
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Ui« har of Ood Wore their eyes, thejr Imtb at leut 
thst of the public prees, — whidi produces Mme gooi 
among them. 

To tlie mbternmeBii cbapel we descended hj de 
light of • lantern, which onr Fuide, who teemed 
pretty well acqaitiiited with the local, carried before 
u(. On entering the chapel,* we conld at first Bee 
nothing, excepting the caodle itself; but ovr eyes, 
accammodatit^ theraselres qnicktv to the obscurity 
which surrounded us^ walls, pillars, and capitals, 

" Ai tliit leimed «nd «He anliqiuiry, Doeirel, whom my 
Amuslnf^ predecvwOT, Dr Dibdin, roatinuaDy abiiM* BAd ar^Of 
(Mild not obuin permiiBOD to ouniiK tliig crypt, hia Fnek 
tniuktor undeiukd to give ■ docriptioD of it in 4 notB, tad 
addii * Iith<igr»pluc dr»wine, by which s atm more extggented 
ides of tbe pW ii coDveved, tbitn that indnuited in the letlet- 
presa. This crypt, or ch(p*l, wu dedicittd to St Bmaiicl, 
but ii more fnqueiitlT denomiiuted " The Tomb of Queen 
lirtild*." " Tlia ircbitecture," wyi M. d'Aniiy, ii txiremelf 
dtgaat. Thirty-w: eoluram, with cmitali liniulsily yi'ieJi 
■ppeir to iuppaTt the roof; and l land of stone divan, wlucbjl 
did not perceiTe, rum round the vhole cbapeL The alcar u 
modem j for on one of the stones wbicb coropow it, the name of 
Hoatmoreaey it atUI le^ble. In s hoUon- M tbe aontbern Till 
tbe boB« dng np in tba chapter at the abbey trt depoailed, with 
tlie fUlowing inKriptioD : — ' Bonea found in tbe ancient chaptsr 
of the Ladim of the Trinity, and deposited here on the 4th of 
March, 1818.' In one of the stone coffins, the bones, croasea, 
and veiU of two ibbeaaea, were fonnd. The threads of tbe linen, 
and erm tbe leather ot the shoes, were well preeerved, a> were 
Ukewiae eertain branehea of lanrel which had been deposited 
with the bodiea ; but tbe bones (bemaelvet vcre of the daikeat 
Ckc colour, and covered with amall cryitala of pboapbata of 
lime. A email ball of amber, or succinum, which ornamanied 
tbe croas of one of the abbessce, bad assumed the yellow colour of 
ntinoui <)uarta. In making eicavationa in (hia ancient chapters 
Iwo gold rings wen Uhewise diacovered, which were flat on the 
^i(£ BDd niaiid«] on the out. On the inleiior of one of theia 
tinga wan two Y'a interlaced j and on the other the aaue laUer 
t«*ataid, wi^ & heart pieieed with arrows, and tbe letten j> 
BOd C interlaced."— See D'Aoiiy's ZVaulaftos of Sutar t lf 
p. 118— ISO. — Aote. 
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«tu4ed,asit wei>«,oat of the darknesa, aodwe b^;ah 
to perceive the form and stmctnre of the place. Both 
the- accounts of it I tuid read, and the engraringt 
which I bad Been, as is very g^nerall^ the case, had 
me an extremely exaggerated idea of this ciypt. 
very little larger, or more imposing in appear- 
ance, than a good eoatcellar ; and, except that there 
«r« a number of small pillars, an old stone altar, now 
no longer used, T beheve, for religious purposes, 
sad the broken remnants of two or three stone 
coffins, one might very easily mistake it for a win* 
Tanlt. The pifiars, which are, I think, thirty'six in 
number, are small, not more than two feet nine 
inches in circumference, some, perhaps, being a Kttl« 
more, and others less. The capitals, in the same 
greteaque style as those abore in the choir, are 
ronghly wrought, and there are no two resembling 
each other. A faint light descends into this vault, 
through an aperture in the western wall, but merely 
gnfficieut to bewilder the eye. I could not Ikncy, 
with Dr Dibdin, that I saw the fhade of the ro^ 
foundress of the abbey flitliag about in the darkness; 
as I should hope that Matilda, whether dead or alice, 
would have the good taste to keep herself out of this 
htrie, intended in reality, perhaps, to contain the wiiw 
with which she and ner fair Benedictines regaled 
tbemselves after dinner. 

Both the church, and the convent attached to i^ 
were erected as an expiation for the crime of mairy- 
i[« within tike prohibited degrees of oonganguinity. 
The Duke of Kormaudy was too powerful a prince 
to be ordered to separate from his wife; bnt the 
Pope, before whom the affair had somehow or other 
been bronght, was too politic to pass over the matter 
entirely, and ordered the guilty couple to erect each 
a religious edifice, into which a, number of idle people 
of both sexes might retire, and live at their ease. 
This was done ; and the Abbey aox Domes, and ths 
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Abb«T of 8t Etienoe are the moauraenta of the Pom's 
cnnung, tind the Dnke'a cf^abilitf of apenoiBg 
money. The former of th«ae edifices ia said to lisve 
been erected in 1066, the year in which the ooBqiwat 
of En^knd wm achiered. 8ixl«en jetiK afterwarda, 
irhen the coffera of her hosbaad bad been repteniahed 
hj the wealth of England, the oonrent waa mmiw 
ficendv endowed by Matilda,* who, dyinv on tbe 
2d of November, in the following jear, was buried >in 
the middle of the choir of the <^nrch, at the diataace 



peace, nntil the jear 1562, when the Huguettota, or 
C^riniata, of Caen, were aeixed, like the lcono«lasta 
of old, with a paaaion for opening uafluia and destrof- 
iog aculptnre. These honeat people, haring, in the 
warmth of their seal, torn the bod; of the Conqueror 
of EriBlaad from ita narrow house, next proceeded to 
UDCofbn the mortal remains of hja Qtteen. The lady 
abbeaa in vain entreated them, with prarera imd 
tears, to spare the ashes <rf the fonndresa of-the con- 
Tent ; the Huguenots regarded her as a wretched 
idolatresa, pleading for her goda, among whom, per* 

• MatiWa lierwlf was the first abbess, and Cecilia, her eldest 
daughtiT, VIS the lerond, None but ladies of noble blood amid 
be admitted into tbig conrent, the annual revenue of whicb, ia 
Dncirers timc,wuestiinitcd at 70,000 livres. Tbia abbey was 
likewise regarded as a fortress in fbruier times, and conlained a 
garrison, the captain of wtich enjoyedanalarj- of nearly one hun- 
dred crowns, or six hundred livrefi, per annum, flow tbe nuoa 
trere protected from Chie garrison, we are not informed ; but it 
was a slrange idea to quarter soldiers in a convent, where none 
but ladiea of "noble blood" were admitted. Some traces of the 
fbr^eationt were still visible in 1767. At the same period there 
were five i^onvent^, sijl nionasleries, asd three bospitaTs, benides 
ieveral other rcligioua estahlislimentB, at Caeo. Many of these 
causea of natinnal beggary and misery were swept away by the 
Revolution ; and a great many nuns of the present day think it 
Decenary to be useful to the communilf. i' 
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kqM, the;- iau^Bed that ItnUiMn and Matilda were 
eunmerstAd ; and, hariag overthrown the royal me- 
oc^h^Qg, daihed to pieMS the statue which had 
BnrmoaBt«d it. This beinf done, they next opened 
th« -eo^a, and examined the remaim of the dead. 
Tbe «ig:ht of the mouldering bones and lifslegg dmt 
broB^rht them to themBelve*. Their faiy died away ; 
and Uie body seems U> have been Buffered to occupy 
ita coffin in peace. 

Ad individual among the rebels, obserriug, upon 
one of the fleshless fingers of the Que«i, a gold rag, 
set with a B^phire, took it off, and presented it to 
tbe lady abbess, Anne de Montmorency, who accepted 
and preserved it; andafterwardagaveit to her father, 
tlie Baron de Conti, Constable of France, when h« 
accompanied Charles IX. to Caen, in 1563. Some 
years . after these events, the irsgments of this tomb 
were collected, and placed together in the manuar 
in which they were seen in the time of DucareL 

The sabaequent history of this royal tomb mar 
not, perhaps, be thought unworthy ot being relatea. 
In 1793, the bones of Matilda wwe a second time 
onhoosed, not indeed b^ heretics as before, but by 
men animated with political r^^e and a wild det^ 
tation of every thing royal, '^^en this storm also, 
the most t«rnble and s^ntary which the history of 
human nature records, was over, the iubabitants of 
Caen again begun to recall their ancient affections; 
and hopes being entertjuned that the " capsula plum- 
bea," in which the Queen's sshes had been enclosed 
in 1707, might have escaped the researches of the 
king-haters of 1793, the Count de Montlivault, pre- 
fect of Caen, and the bishop of Bayeni, caused new 
researches to be made, but with views very different 
from those of their predecessors. Having raised two 
'or three dags in the pavement of the choir, directly 
over the spot where it was supposed tbe ashes had 
been deposited, they discovered a stone coffin five leet 
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fuir incbn lone, tw«lTe incbet deep, and froM tweir* 
to tweotf iucoea broad, Frenfh meature, is vrhich 
tlie le«den box alluded to in the ancient inHriptton, 
which had excited the seareh, was found eniuoted. 
Bt the aide of tliii box there waa also fband a pwtion 
«t the irontal bone of a akull, eiiTelopcd in aromatic 
herb*, and carciiilly wrapped up in a piece of linen 
Kill in good preaerration. The leaden box Jtiel^ 
moreover, contained aeveraJ booe^, in verioua stagea 
of decompaction, which, harin|i' been cloaelj' exa- 
mined hj several distin^uitheJ anatomiats, wer« 
declared to hare belou^d to a woman of Qneen 
Matilda's lise. No doubt betn^ now entertained 
respecting the genuineneea of the bones, they wer« 
replaced in the leaden box, together with a iimall 
gasM tube, hermeticallj sealed, contaiDing- the proceaa* 
verbal of the di«coTer7, after which the whole wa« 
Maled up again. A new tomb, reaembling that wbictt 
had been destroyed during the Hevolntion, was aew 
ooostmcted; and the tnmulary black marUe, bearii^ 
the oiiginat insor^tion in Norman characters, wbdoh 
had bem preserved and deposited for greater tafotf 
in the church of St Etienne by M. Lair, was hpowg-nt 
and plaoed over it.* 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Bon Samevt— TrtaimtBl ofthi 
Uraf and Diimi—Jrtephine Fvtil, 

Con)«giiliotioftheVeTb,"tolMi!t"- ^ „,„.,„>„, 

and Dvtiih~The Ahb4 Jamei—Ra Bigotry — M. La- 
maumx-t FtatUry aftht AbM— Hittory of the Bon Statvatr 
—Mtdieal School — Xititon in AttaUnay — Anredett of a 
'■ SnWcrt"— Jtf. AmeUne't Pitca of Artificial Anatomy-' 
Faciltti/ of Procuring SMceli— Saurrection 3fen— ife- 
guiaiions rttpectinff Ivneralt. — JEngliah leho die in France 

One of tile miNt iu«ful aiiid importuit eatabliik- 
meBta in Fnnoa is the Bon SouTear at Caen, whiok 
ia at onoe a vast lunatic a»ylum, a school for the 
instmction of the deaf and dumb, and an ordinaiy 
MmuDuy for the education of ladieg. Tbig institution 
ia at prewnt under the direi^tion of the Abbe Jamat, 
and about one hundred nuDs, vho devote their tin*, 
and whatever talents they mty ptMaess, to the eerviee 
of the onfortunate, — which u certainly much b«ttar 
than mewino' themselres up in ctoiHters to plaj witik 
roeariea, or die of chlorosis or ennni. 

About the middle of laat March I visited the 3oa 
Sauveur, in company with the inire of Cormelleg, a|i 
old acquaintance of the Abb^ Jamet, diough not » 
Jesuit I found the abb£ to be a plain man, with a 
fox-ooloured wig, and countenance expressive of aa 
extraordinary degree of shrewdneas, though by no 
meaaa disagreeable. He received us very politely; 
and, beinf engaged with a ttran^r who had jnat 
called on Bim upon bosiness, conunissioocd one of tbe 
nun« to conduct ui round tho establishment. The 
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baiUi]^ are inOamM, eowtnof, acoordiiir to tli« 
omnpuUtion irf H. Lamoroox, fifteen Borm of irrooad, 
— » gpace Ivger thu that occapi«d bj the baee of 
ih« zreat pyraniid. TIm principal stmcton — of 
rwiilar and ele^^t architm^nre — preients ite lone 
while ft{ade towards the tneadowi of the Ome, nA 
it TMible from the Coare de la Keine, from the 
■pper part of Vaacelles, and from the road to 
Allema^e. Numeroiu snuller edifices, appropriated 
to Tariong uses, cinater, u it were, about toe principal 
building, and alt^^ther form a sort of little town, 
inhabtlM bf bakera, brewen, sbonnakera, wwher- 
womeo, &c. where every thing consniaed in the 
establishment is manubctored. 

' The ^eater part of the principal bnildioe is occnpied 
hy the insane, who, as far as we conld conjecture tram 
lm»eBrances,arecarefDllTandhnmanelytreated. Thick 
lofty wdls (iiride the edifice into two parts, of whi^ 
the one is appropriated to women, and the other to men. 
The patients are dirided into classes, acoordinf to the 
symptoms of their ditorder, or the pecnliu* form in 
which it manifests itself; and these classes are again 
rabdiTided aeoording to the differvnt ainonnt of the 
pensions thev pay. Some individuals have a honse, 
with a amall gardeu, entirely to themselres ; others 
a single aparnnent; others have neatly fvmiihed 
diambers ; and all are said to have the power to be 
alone when fatigued with society, and to retam to 
company when solitude becomes irksome to them. 
All, however, have proper keepers, who never qnit 
them, but endeavour, by mildness and attention, to 
render their unhappy condition as little miserable as 
possible. The nnmber of these keepers of coarse 
varies according to rircnmstanees. Two pbysioiana 
daily visit the establishment; and the nnns, wbooe 
oare and attention are infinitely more valuable tinn 
physio, watoh at once over the patients and their 
Keeper*. Every where we saw evident proo& that 
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it was woMMi who had the principftl ^ai« in Um 
muugemeat of this institntioa ; for neatuegs, clcm- 
lineM, el^anc«, and a "fid attention to decomm, 
reigned throughout. The bedchambers are ligh^ 
laive, lofty, and tUry roomi, overlooking the gardenit 
and commanding a vien- of the line green meadows 
of the Ome, of uie Coura de la Reine, and of the hiQ 
<d AUemi^ite. These apartments are boarded and 
papered, quite in the EogUsb way, and both the beds 
and the windows have fine white curtains. Two 
email apBrtmmta at the east end of the building form 
the wardrobe of the ladies, where their bouneti, 
shoes, and linen, are kept in nice clean deal armotres^ 
dwAjB under lock and k^. The gheets, table linen, 
&o. which were shewn us bj the nun, were beautitully 
dean, aed the cops, frills, collarettes, handkerchief^ 
&c. were done tip with as much taste and care as if 
tbcj had beau designed for the most sane of the 
ladies without. It being a fine day, several of the 
unfortuoate beings were walkiog about in the garden, 
die greater number in mournful silence, though tome 
seemed to be busy in chattering to each other or to 
themselves. In winter and in rainy weather, they 
walk in long, airy corridors, overlooking the gardess, 
where we saw one poor lady whose only symptom 
of insanity was that she thought herself a duchess I 
We did not visit the quarter appropriated to the mals 
patients, ' - 

The number of persons at ibis time confined here 
was three hundred i but the names of eighty more 
were already inscribed in the list of candidates for 
admission, and it wsb expected that in the course of 
another month, or at least as soon as apartments 
could bo pot ready for their reception, the number 
would be increased to four hundred. ' When entirelv 
completed, it is caknlated that the establishment wtU 
ooutain BCCommodationB for six hundred inmates. 
At this period the nnmber of male and female patients 
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ms neari^ mimL It is taid that • contideraile 
nuimber ot infflividaalB have l«ft the iii»titDtioii pef> 
feotlj rattored to tb«ir resBOD ; but, aa » list u no doubt 
kept of all nich indinduali, it would hare be«u no 
diffioolt nu>tt«r to luiv« stated the exact amount 

From this melancholv portion of the esteblishmeiil^ 
which we were very eUd to quit, we repaired to the 
•ehool-mom, where tlie deaf and dumb are imbued 
with the elements of human knowledge. The ^>art- 
ment into which we were first conducted was that in 
which the girh were taught, where two nuns carried 
oa simultaneonstf the business of inetruotion. Chairs 
were placed for ui, and a pretty mute ran and placed 
mats for our feet. The number of the girls, who 
were of all ages between seren and eighteen, appeared 
to be about thirty : each of them wore a brawn 
H<riland pinafore, and a species of nightcap, which, 
at first sight, gare them the air of being invalids; 
but the idea was quickly dispelled by a gluice at their 
POOTfiicee. 

The room, which might be about forty feet long, 
was lined toa considerable height with boards painted 
black, upon which the girls were all employed, when 
ire entered, in writing with chalk, the nuns looking 
on, and dictating by signs. The first thin^ whicXi 
Itnick us were tne elegance of the handwriting, the 
eorrectnesB of the orthography, uid the rapidity with 
which their fingers moved along the wall. The nun 
whom we first addressed, now requested us to put 
•ome question to one of the girls, who was at once 
the prettiest and the olevarest pupil iu the suhocd. 
llie cur£ inquired, " Who was MoseB ?" and the nun 
interpreted nis qneiy to the girL I suspect, from 
tbe nature of the education tbey receive, that thw 
was one of the easiest questions which could have 
been thought of; but it was the first that suggested 
itself, and answered the purpose very welL The girl 
Arst wrote out tbe query, and then added underoeatb 
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the ftdlowing' rimlT to it: "Moees was a man wbo 
htul be«ii exposed m in&ncy on the banks of the I4ile, 
ftnd nas educated at the court of Pharaoh : he was « 
I chosen by th« Lord to lead tbo Jen's out of 
t, to deliver them from the tyranny of PharMth." 

firl, whose name ittw Josephioe Foiilon, from 

the departement de la Manche, was about fifteen 
■s old, and had been fonr yean an^ a half at the 
itntion. Other questions of a umilar nature wera 
pot to her, and she replied t« them all with the same 
rapidity and precision. It was not from her answen, 
however, go much as from her air and manner, that 
one judged of the character of her mind : the eyes^ 
accngtomed to perform, in some measure, the offices 
of the tongue and of the ears, were beautifally 
eloquent, and literally flashed and sparkled with, 
intelligence. It was truly delightful to watch her 
OOuntenance, while the hands, and figure, and looks 
of the nun, were speaking to her. 1 neTer beheld 
the soul make more efforts to impress its emotioni 
and conceptions upon the lineaments of the ftce : tbe 
I^, the cheeks, the eyes, and every separate muscle 
in Qxe countenance, were called into action. Nerer- 
theless, there was uo distortioD, — no pain; all wai 
Mae, and Kracefulness, and pleasure. 

From observing this iweet and interesting creature, 
I proceeded to examine the progress of the younger 
and less able pupiU, who Were under the direction of 
another nun. With this lady, who was about twenty- 
fire years of a^e, and who owned a pair of the finest 
black eyes in Normandy, I convsrsed a good deal ; and 
ghe was kind enough t« undertake, of her own accord, 
to conjugate the verb " to love," for my edification. 
The present tense is formed by making the sign of the 
personal pronoun, which I fo^t, and by placing the 
two bands upon tbe region of the heart : this action' 
Aiy pretty nun performed so naturally, so tenderly, 
and with so soft an expresrion of coBntenanoe.that I 
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■m conrinced it wm not long since her heart had 
lettmed to conjugate that Terb in good earDeat Sh« 
proceeded tbrousli the Tsrious tenses of that sweetest 
of all reriis, and bad nearlj concluded, when the Abbtf 
Jamet interrupted her, b; coming over to shew ae a 
portion of the dictionary of signg, which he is at pr». 
sent employed in c«mposiDg. Of the merita of sach 
a work, it is, of course, impossible to judge from a 
cursory inspection; but, from two or three articles 
which I examined, it seemed to me that the author 
bad improved upon the theory of the Abb^ Sicard, 
which nag heen hitherto followed at the deaf and 
dumb inatitutiona of Paria, Bourdeanz, &c. 

Among the boys, tiiere were sereral who had made 
■ome pn^ress in Latin, and it was intended soon %o 
introduce the atndy of Greek. The lad whom I 
examined waa die nephew of the Cardinal de la Fare, 
In the courae of my risit, I inquired whether the 
abM had any Enj^h boys among his pupils ; hut be 
replied, wilJi considerable hesitation and confusion,- 
that it was not possible to receive protestant pupils, 
aioce ont relmon only co^ld he taught in sut^ tut 
institution. I did not at that time know that it waa 
thia same abb^ who had, some years before, caused all 
the protestant pupils to be sudde:dy expelled from 
the Lyc^e at Caen, otherwiae I would have spaxed 
him the pain my question must have given him. 

The number of pupila doea not appear to increase- 
Six years ago, there were between fifty and sixty, of 
whom twenty were inatructed gratis; and there are 
not inore at preaent. The number of teachers ia, 
disproportionately great, not legs than fifteen penons, 
being employed in communicaHng instruction to about 
fifty. Am 1 have not examined the other similar io- 
■titatJons which exist in France, I am not competent 
to decide whether the method pursued in this of tha 
Bon Sanreur, be or be not superior to them ; bat it 
is very oeHain, that the mode of reasoning by which 
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dM Abb^ Junet's friend, M. Lamonrons, atten^tts to 
prove its niperiurity, ia lamentablr kbsurd : " &«T«ral 
times," MjB he, " in the coorge of the jear, the Abb£ 
Jamet caiueB his pupils to repeat, in public meeting 
the lesBODB they have been taught; and the rapidity 
uid precision of their replies to such questioos aa aro 

Eat to. them, prove, in the most convinciiig manner, 
ow much the method of their teacher ia superior to 
all other methods."* Now, it is easy to see, that thia 
18 mere ftdulatioo, and not reasoning : to prove tlM 
iDperiority of the Abb^ Jamef s pupils, it would bt. 
necessary to shew, not that their replies are rapid 
and precise, but tibat they are more so than those 
of the pupils of any other teacher. M. LamoarouX 
may, perhaps, have been a well meauinr n 

it i« ^IHB.T'. pvpn frnm hln hrii^f " Nnti^A. n 



a irom his brief " Hotice, of thirty- 
two pages, that logic was not his forte. 

The establishment, or institution of ie Bon Sauvevr- 
w»8 founded about the year 1720, by Mademoiselle !.« 
Ray, a young- lady of Caen. The nuns of the Visita- 
tion having rendered themselves utterly useless to the 
world, and defeated the intention of tneir pioua and 
humane founder, 8t Franpois de Sales, by doistering 
themselves. Mademoiselle Le Rof conceived the deura 
of creating a new community in their stead. loe 
fouDdress, who was young and rieh, possessed a honae 
at Vaaoelles, where the new society, which at first 
DOoaiatedof only five members, first resided. In 1734, 
thej obtained the royal letters patent, constituting 
tbem a rwvlar religious community, under the name 
of " Dan^ters of the Good Saviour ; " and went on 
jiwrwiiy in nombera and utility, until the breakii^ 
•otof the Berolutian, which, confounding their insti- 
tntiiA with others of similar name, broke up theii 
Wta Miahment, uid tuned the sisterhood adrift upon 
tbfr wodd. Oennine piety and virtue, however, am 

• iVWc* w It Sim &MMW, db p. 1&. 
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not to Iw nibdacd ; these ezMDmit wobkd, vrfaoM 
ntilitj wsB apparmt, ware p«rMitt«d hy the BiiUien< 
ties <H tbe day to eaenjse tkeir pious duties, thoof b 
ia a maaner wore banble aad «bwBr« tluui at present. 
They had frvm the cammeBemMt had a «Mtaii> 
■umber at Inoatica tutder tketr care, and with theM, 
then aboDt tweDtjr in number, tiiey retired to the 
TiUag« of Mendenlle, where tbtj oondnned nntil th* 
r«ar 1799, when they returned to Caen. In ISM, 
the bonse wa« parobased in which tbe; now dwell, 
and where thej bare iDtn-eaaed from sixteen to one 
hnndred and twenty-five. * 

Among the important estahlisbmenta of Cnea the 
Medical School is nndmibtedlf to be reckoned. This 
place I Tigil«d, in company with Mr Uwift, an Irwh 
tnr^eon, and an acquuntaDoe of M. Ameline, the 
principal lecturer. The leotore, on the day <^ iny 
yisit, happened to be «w njf ymntts, but waa rather 
the continuation of a former discourse than a com- 
[dete view of tbe snbject: neither did the lecturer 
enter into any profound investigstiDn, or exhibit any 
peculiar theory, conGninf^ himself strictly to plain 
matters within tbe oompreheinian of erery one. Tbe 
tttbjecl npon which he demonstrated was a male infent 
two or three days old, then abnost in a state (^pntre- 
hotion, and conseqnently emitting a smell by no 
means agreeable to the' nostrils. As the proMsor 
bad very politely given me a ^boir close by bis side, 
I tost not a breatb of the odour of the corpse, which 
a}^>eared to be somewhat too strong even for tbe wdl 
seasoned noses of tbe students, who stood ae far at 
they conveniently could from tbe centre of attraotkni. 
For my own part, I now and then r^esbed my eyes 
by turning them away from the dead body to the 



throngn i 
Thoo^ tl 



irU Boh Samvtmr, ko, p. 98—^ 



ANECDOTK OF A " SUBJECT. 



«arpMe mm be ^MUfntMt, howcTM, it Monot b« 
veiT prejutiicul to health ; for I ban obterred, that 
mediokl stMlenta in gtnerai, whither in Englutd o 



im tha CentinBnt, have kae eixMt CMi^exions, iiidi> 
oadvaoftheniostrvbHBtbealth. Thii wm pwti«iihiij 
Iheoue with tboae DOW before Bie,M weltaswith^M 
profewor biBMelf ; wbo, though uptrude of Mveat^, 
wai a hale, itrottg num, in twuBtenmoe somewMt 
iMaabltDf Mr AberaethT-. Hia "Bimwr «f lecturing 
' was extrem^y gooi : bis dslireiy was d*ar ud dis- 
tiaet, and U« Mvangement netbo^caL When the 
lecture wa» orer, I notioefl a tnut of thftt iiueiiaibilitj 
which is Migeadered by tlna wui of study. Somebody 
baT^ abserTed, that the goifew «f the hospital had 
pcoHiavd them a mbjett, oua ^ the Htadeats in^aired, 
why it iras sot seal for at cocei ," Oh I" replied the 
other, laughing', " it is not dead jei I" Eyery body 
laughed, and uought it a good jake; and I, ouch la 
the force of exaaple, laogDed with the rest. The 
thing viewed in another liKbt, was horriUa i at a Bbert 
diatance from as-was a feuow-ereature in the i^uie* 
of doath, eoatamplatiag- with awiiil unoertainty tha 
oa^^ezioii of the fiitue, and trembling, pei^apa, at 
the thought of approaohiu^ the dread tnhKial M his 
CrMton Far freBiympathirag as veoBght. with this 
niffenug nuwtal, we w«« ivpatieut for his b«d^,* 
and, IB the aidonr of siBsace, had already striped hiM 
of the attributes of sex, and spoke of him as if already 
redomdto theinaainatestate. The leeture-roMu wat 
not, like those of London, in the theatral fornt, bat 
a mere phuu ^>Brtment, where the students, about 
thirty or forty in number, crowd round the damoit- 
atrator, aad gat a pe^ at hia ^aratioos as well as 
thwr can. 

From the lectnre^tram, we proceeded to the 
musenm. coataiuing the artificial skeletons,* invented 

• " Lldfc de nttc saptca de plBtique uutomiqae, par h 
nnperatrstioD da pHtiw, uj' MM. Portal and Percy, " j)'«M 
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bv U. Aouiiiiet ta exMoinc wfatoh, f«i«ed tiie nt^iaBl 
M my TJait. IW detached and smaller pieces of 
artifio^ aBatomj, if sach a term be allowable, wem 
itnoloied in glam caara ; and the complete ekeletaiiw 
or nuumtitM, •• tbejr are termed bjr tbei i&veiitM) 
were itaadinfr here and, there about th« apartmenti 
like M mMT atatuea of 8t Barth*d«meir. Tb^ 
Mannibiii, wnidi, hftTiDg been ahewn in London ts 
the moat diatinguuhed memb«s« of the profeeuaa, is 
-of conne known in some measure to the pohliB in 
EDsiand, exactly reprwents a human body, firow 
wfaKh tbe epidermis has been reiBored, Tbemiwcle% 
tJw lifamenti, the tendons, tbe Teias, the arterie% 
•nd the nervee, aU constructed artificially, are built 
Mp, as it were, into a man upon the frame-wod( 
afforded 1^ nature, the bones being those of a real 
skeleton. 

When we had safficienlJy examined tbe ext<ma) 
form of the mannikin, the professor, braufht fottb 
tUMther figwe, whidt was laid upoa tbe table, «» if 
for dissection. He then remeved tbe eoTering of tbe 
^idominal cavity, and, taking away piece after ^eoo, 
■uccesstvely bM«d btdore us the vanous raystene8,<>f 
the internal atruetnre of man; the eye passing,. M 
veil aAer. veil was lifted, from tbe diEMtivatothe 
Tital orvuw, from Uie stomach t« the buws and tlu 
Imun. When tbe breast was opened, a large, void 

pu nanvalle. 0> U trtnTe dam pluueurs lirreB du leiiibM 
tt dudiJ-B^pCi^eBl^eaj ai^ dea pUnche» gray^, pos6es lea unci 

dn reatc. On «t sllj hm^-tonpg niiter, dani 1e Ctbinet de hi 
dnnaiieHe Baron, n» Suit-JiC4|a», k Puii, d« eat awlsT»li 
^letict* qu'clle fabriqkilit elk-CDCnie, en cire colorr^, ct duw 
leiquel] laoirgiuu iatErnes ^tftieDt rendug lisibles, en decouTiant 
]h caviL^ qui J?4 rec^Ait. Mai9|" tTiey add, " M. Ameline a 
mtpiHJ tout ce qu'on b pn fun et tenter dani ce getm, «t 
on DC uunit mteic, taa injuatice, Imi tomtaMir Ic dn« d'hnoi- 
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ia wanting' I 1 will Ba]^!^ the deficimoy 
iimiaediatMly!" and |fMii|; to the magsziDe, wkero- 
iMorts and heada -were Ifing abovt in profmioD, b» 
took up the important part, and forthwith fixed it< 
in its place. When this was done, he caowtd me tO' 
remark the aid afforded by hit invention in explainiBg: 
flte doctrine of the circulation of the blood : tJie ri^t 
ventricle, contBiniag the blood which had made the: 
tour of the whole «TRtem, and lott its oolonr by th« 
my, wag. bhi^ ; while the left, filhd with the fluid, 
whidi bad regained its roay hue )^ c«min|f in coih 
tact with, the estemid air.wat of a bright red goIout. 
l^e female figure is in many rc^tects ingenioody 
etOMtrncted ; but, upon tbe wliole, it appears to me t« 
ke less perfect than the male. 

' I cannot, of eonise, pretend to have an opinion 
vespeoting the utility of M. Atseline's inTention to 
medical student* ;. and, tberefore, Ihwrow thatof the 
physidaWB, Porttd and Percy, whi<^ haa been aaae* 
tioned by the Inatitnte of rain. " The-mannikii) 4tf 
M. Amelioe," aay they, "posaenevadTaatageSrWbieb, 
thonfh lets oonaiderable than tta investor inMigines, 
are not, therefore, the less, real, or the leas praiae- 
woT^y. We are CMivinced, that nnprofessioiwl per- 
•ena, who wig-bC be digested bv the si|rht and- ^oell 
«fa c(vp»e, may aaijuire, by the help of this ingeni«ns 
•ontrirance, a certain degree of anatomical knowledge, 
Mdtbout in Ae least shocking their sensibility, Nay, 
we will BO yet fiulber, atid confess, that even an 
knatomic^ student, in default of all other resoorces, 
nigh^ by this means, commraice hli studies, famb- 
tiariae tumself wiA the names, the dirisiens^ asd 
deMiriptiTe notions of the science, by handlkig the 
diffwent pieces, each of which bears a distinctive 
munber, by examining' them together, by separatiaf 
them the one from the other, and by restoring them 
auMCMiTCly to their re^ective pla^M^ Indeed, the 
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a who hu conpletfl^Ui Btoim», may oeeaMM^ 
e Tcsaiiried, by u imafe of thU kiaj, of MrUu 



tetracticMi, or that it i» poatibU 
tiMutt by tke aii of thii phantov of ssMoMy : And« 
OD tfau poiot, w« B«ed oBly m^tti to th« IcBowledgM 
and auMour »t M. Amaliae hinn«U', wko, ou menti 
dun OD« oocaiion, bM prWeaitd tfae Mue imiiuoib" •^ 
Bot, «f aU th« coamtriM in the world, Fraso*- 
■ppaari to b* tba one where ix i» leaat neoemary t«i 
baveraconiM toartilkaaLpieoeaof anatoaky, fat4e»iit 
bodiM ue ber« so eaaily ppoenrad, that, like th« 
KHMNUes of Egypt, they ore mads an artide of Moa^ 
merve, and sent off in sUp toad* t* Enflaod. AL 



Caen, every penoD who diea at tite Bic^tre^ « 
Hoipit4d, imlesa claimed by tbe earrivinff r 
is givvn t« the nD^ieaaa lor dissection, aad tli 



^ n a body to e . 

. >r tbe ward, to the diwectiag^raon, 
wdhiag by tfae nd* of tha cart liht a military glHU^. 
Hm nvnberof bodiea litaa eibtawed, amMuit,jMn«> 
dy, to About a tmiukred. Eiwii theae botiea wluefab 
a« said t» he hnriad are not nafreiqneiitiy, abstraiM«i 
fr«m At oeffin, while a few stone* are p«t in inalead^ 
after whidi the nieat waUcs aad chanta aa if it wei^ 
■ real ootpte. The lady abhfi* at the hoti|iital winlu 
at these aoinga. The other day, a defofmed pers<H^ 
wh» had died there, was ordered, in eoniormity with 
]b*\ririieairfhbfrieBdg, to be deposited in tlie earth j 
bat the ■nrge<n, an -'■^>— - in these matters, waa 
pcrfeetly ehocked at tbe bare idea, and exclaiwitd* 
« Ah, ma foi I that Uttle fellow muat not be isbwredi 
he is quite a enriosity.'" The old lady, who mnst^ 
ere ktn; becmne a n^ed herself, and may, p<wlw|a( 
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be rMAconed a cnriosity by th« snrreon of tli« dar, 
d«miUTed, nodded asseot, and the little bunchbadc 
vag fralibwith UDOoEBned, and trauBfeired to the di^ 

Hie priests, who r^ard the cemeteries as in gome 
DWanm their own domaina, and are unwilling to 
DOnfess at how litflft their power is valued bj their 
flocks, pretend that the dead here mn hot little risk 
irf beins' disturbed by the resurrection men ; but a 
Very old resident at Caen, wbo possessed ample meant 
of Miqairin^ information, has assured me that nothing 
IT more oommoa. I imagine the laws had an eya to 
the resorreetion men when they ordnined, that bU 
persons should be interred, onder a heaTypenrity, 
w!t*in twenty-fonr hours after death. The law- 
prrers were anxious that science should have them 
Pr«sh and fresh ; thoujfh, of conrse, the health of the 
anCTTTors is the pret^mce. 

-' MRny of the English, who have the miifvrtnDe t« 
Ime friends in France, beisr aware erf the end 
MSpeet in which the grave is held there, eontrir* 
M have their remainB eonveyed over to IJieir own 
imnntry; and the methods to which they hare re* 
Mime are TarioaB.- A lady, wfcose chUd died at 
Caen, caused the body to be packed up as plate, got 
it'pwsed, I know not how, through the enstolnhouse, 
ura put on board the steam packet for England. 
8be herself, sat by it upon deck all the way over, 
•appressiDg- her tears, lest the sajlors shonld snspect 
(*e truth, and, in their superstitions teiror of al 
eorpse, throw ber treasnre overboard. An English 
ffentleraan, whose friend died last ye>i>in Nomandy, 
Miri«d a 4]iiaDtity of stones in a ooSn, in order, 
^parnitlv, to comply with the hw, btit had the body 
embalmed, and put into a chest, io which it lay for 
Several monfts, in a merchant's orilar, bribre an 
opportunity of shipping it for Engtaad occurred. 
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CHAPTER XL 



MattntTt — FatK Idiot of Befiati 
Abiurd Rtruiming of Baffin— Bit Fractlet in coTtformiif 
viti it—Frmeh Vanilg—The Fi-aick a ihM PtapU-. 
nor Bumamitf— TnalmailoflMfiBitt—f/hifJiiini GtS-. 
dren ■ivln' tlu Pnttrtion i^ lit Yirgut — fiortamt Vn- 
tmuual—Btggart—PiatuKi for Hair— CoUumi—Dit- 
linctiai of Bank. 

I N all conntriea, the thiufB whidi most pertinaciMuIy 
dude the observation of a traTeller, are the national 
ofaanwter, and the maimen of the people. 1 am aware^ 
moreover. Hat a traveller, in perfonaing' tliis fait of 
his task, is exoaedinglj- liable to be warped by prejn- 
dice ! he timtt ooodemn those ciut«ras and practices 
which difier fron hi* own, or confeei with Ovid, — 



which Tery few penona are disposed to do. It seeing 
however, t« be a mistsLe to suppose, that, for the 
OOmpreheDding of the maaners of a people^ a very 
long residenoe among them is absolutely necessary. 
All that is requisite, is, to stay until the gloss of 
novelty be worn away from the people iu the eyes of 
the traveller, and from the traveller in the eyes of 
the pec^le ; after which a careful observer will judge 
a« correctly from the observatioDS of one year as from 
those of twenty yean. Mankind, in general, are too 
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iwtiutroiu and eo>imonpl«Ge to rMuire to be pro- 
(onodly studied. Tbeir good quaUties »nd their 
GuliogB lie quite upon the suriace ; and it is only in 
'■" » presence of a man who, bj Bome stranpent— '- 
culiaritv in his own manners, reminds them 



peculiaritj i' 

dtey are obserTed, that they conceal their foiblea and 
halntual absurdities. I have always jndged it best, 
when amon^ foreigners, to ai>pear, as far as possibie, 
to be one ofthemsetves, by adopting for tbe time their 
habits, their BtitioDs, their whims, nay, even their pre- 
judice, and by referring as little as they would allow 
. me to England, or to English manners. Nor, in order 
to do this, is th^e any ueceasity for a man to compro- 
Biise himself or hie country either. If you never 
tftmst your country in a foreigner's face, as it were, 
he will soon become tired, onleas he be a graceless 



- - T.youeipe , , . . 

The first tUug which comnunds the attention of a 
•tosager in a foreign country, is the manner in which 

jfae himself is received by thie iubabitautB ; but, as the 
degree of civility he experieoees d^ends almost 
idwsys as much upon himself as upon tnem, nothing 
can be more irratioDal than to draw auy definitive 
eonclusion from this drcumstanee. The same people 
who will receive a polite man politely, will be mde 
towards a boor, and insolent to a coxcomb. Foreigners 
have pasuons as well as we ; and if, confidinv in our 
character of strangers, we endeavour to lord it over 
them in their own country, as Englishmen, who 
B«ver oould be guilty of so mean a piece of rudeness 
at home, sometimes do, it is very natural that they 
should resent it in the same way. 
. If 1 might infer the character of tbe Normans from 
the treatment 1 myself have generally experienced,' 

' I nhmiM say that they are kin£iees itself; because I 
kave amicely expenenoed any thing else at thei^ 
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lusds. But tke &ot it, that omt nitiMliTeiy Amm 
the dis^reeafale, the rude, the «elfiBh, the DU]»iDa^led, 
who mint, nevertheket, be taken into the ftooouut, 
irheB a genera] opinion of the oh«nu!ter of m people 
it to be formed. All natioiu have, at b«tt«m, an 
overweeaiag opiaion of themtelrea ; but thay oonoeal 
it in propwtioa to the progresB the; hare made in 
refinement ; at indiTtdiuu, in ({eneral, are leia ^oti»- 
tical in proportioD to th^ pfailoaophf and intellect. 
The Norman* are not a refined people. They tie 
brave, clever, good-4iatnred, and hoipitaUe ; but 
ezoesgirely boaatful, conceited, vain, and unthinking. 
They entertain you with theinuperiorpolitenew, and 
urbiuiitf, and all that; not perceiving, that, bj doiBg 
so, tbef are committiuf the groBseat poe«ible breach M 
politeness. I oonsider them among the leaat polite of 
European nations. They an abeolutd; ineapable of 
oouceuling for a moment the ridtonlont vanity whtch 
causes them to r^;ard themselves as the moat refined 
and ciriliied of mankind. What should we thiuk of 
the refinement of an individual who should be eon- 
tJnuaUy r^>eating t* every pers<Hi he met in Bociety 
— " I am more refined, more polite, more civiUsed 
than you ! " Yet, this is what the FreBoh never fail 
to do, whether in season or out of bbmao, in «. 
t^te^t^te or in company. I have frac^ueatly heard 
some of the peraona whom I mo«t esteem m Nomundf 
remark,' — " You English are perfectly incapable of 
that delicate politeneas towards the ladies for which 
wc are distinruished. Your gallantry is the gallaotrT 
of elephants 1" Yet, when their backs were turned, 
tlieir own countrywomen would laugh at theaspo/uAerf 
gallants, call them " Tilains singes," and make a pan- 
tomimic exhibition of their gestures and grimaces. 

For my own part, since it was my business to 
obaetve, not to refiirm the people with whom I lived, 
I never attempted to check any ebuUition of national 
or personal vanity. Whether thcjr dwelt npoti tha 
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ftuMtg of Fr^oe, or the dii^raiBe of EnetaDd, it v 
yi oae to me ; I only repeated to myself, — 



It ins tnj bnsinegi to make them l««l perfectly at' 
their eaae, when t was among them, which they never 
oouM hsre been if t had opposed my own natiomdity 
to their nation^tj, and perpetually irritated them l^ 
Oppositioit. I do not believe, however, that the 
n«iicb, gBDerally, hodii oomprebend what is mennt 
b^ the word ** refinMnent," at least, in the sense in 
which it is nnderetood by philosophers. To he 
refiaed, in this sense, is to poe-^ess the art of makia^ 
every person, however inferior to you in rank, 
nannera, or intellect, perfectly at his ease in your 
company; never, while the individual conduots nim-. 
self to the best vf his ability, to cause him to feel hii 
inferiority ; and, at tbe same time, to conceal entirely 
that yoar condescension costs you an effort. If this 
be the ngfat view of the thing, the French do not 
nnderstand what is meant by politeness ; for, from 
the higfae«t to the lowest, they are all possessed by 
tin r^e of extolling themselves, tbeir- literature, their 
eenatry, their manners, at the expense of those of 
their neigbboar». I do not now dlnde merely to 
those portions of t*e population which I have had an 
opportanity of contemplating in society. The sune 
spirit pervades the literary and scientific men, and 
even those who, by the complaisuice of mankind, 
have been denominated " philosophers," 

It is pardonable, even in a philosopher' to nourish 
a preference for his own countirmen, siDce they 
must, in general, resemble himself in more pointa 
than any other people can ; but, if this preference 
lead him, in qnte of experience and evidence, to 
thfank or to say that the Uttle cluster of human 
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being*, to whick ke haBpea* im»T» pwtietiWIy -t* 
belong, u ■Dperior to aU other bmd, it thea jastljr 
expo«e« bin to contempt and deruion. Bnffon, a 
man who ww once rwarded m a pfailosopiier, and i( 
•till coDHidered one of the moat diitin|^ghed writen 
of France, having given an imperfect deduition of 
man, and found toat thia imperfect defimtioM agreed 
pretty well with the character of big coup tij» « « , 
jumps at once to the conclusion, that the Frenckmaa 
ia the first of hamaa beings. " Si I'homme," si^s he^ 
" e«t no animal sociable, le Fran^oiB est pins koBnrie 
qn'un autre." Bygiring another definition, not more 
imperfect than tne abore, the Freniriunan m^ri>* ^ 
proved not to be a man at all : " Man is a reli{^;iom 
miimnl • kut the Frenchman ha« no reliricm ; ergo, 
tke Frenchman forms no part of our speciea." Thia 
mock reasoning is of ooune abgnrd, thon^ not one 
jot more so than that of ^e celebrated natmiiat, 
who seems to have lived among four-footed animnh, 
until be had forgotten the mode of apprecisting' omb. 
According to HobbeH, a sophist of more genio« than 
Bnffon, tlie Frenchman would stand but a very bad 
chance of being included amoag mankind, for our 
leviatkan defines man to be an uawoetaMe anmtai. 
The some vaia and unworthy prejudice which oaased 
Bnffon to imagine bii oonntrymen snperioT in cb*- 
rtwter and beauty to the other inhabitaDts of tile 
earth, induced him to accuse the Englishman of 
deficiency in politeness, and of being coarse and 
indelicate in his pleasures. Yet BuBon, notwith* 
atanding his distinguished literary abilities, was 
himself a gross and grovelling voluptuary, both in 
theory and practice ; * a tnui who envied uie inferior 

V of the matttr, tik« hia m 
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aniauk their geaiual egJAjineDls, and in the condnot 
«f his affeotioaa waa Teiy little superior to the vilert 
of them. 

Id his mode of pstimatin^ forei^ers, Buffon was k 
^thfnl representatiTe of his countrymen. The same 
Hpirtt still pervades them, and breaks forth daily in 
their conTersatioQ, in their newspapers, and in tneir 
books. They are the " grande nation" — men par, 
txeeUence — the most philosophical, the most literary, 
the most polished of mankind. But who says so? 
Not one soul on earth but themselres. At the same 
time, this most gross and insolent •vasatj, which 
sometiioeB provokes one to di^arage tbem beyond 
their deserts, must not make us blind to their genu- 
ine merits. France has produced great men of every 
kind, — great writers, great artisli, great statesmen, 
great generals. Her literature is rich, varied, and 
original ; her history is filled with examples of heroic 
conrage, and patriotism, and virtue; and at this 
moment a pure and enlightened love of liberty is 
cherished by a vast proportioa of the people. It is 
trae, as I hkve already observed, that tiiey are but 
too apt to dwelt upon their own mieiits, and disparagq 
those of other nations; but this cannot obliterate, 
though it may stain, their glory. 

I am very far from supposing, that the mere fact of 
passing the sea, and living for a certain time among 

Ics gem Spria, le tnorol nVn (ant riot." This ia nreciwly tlie 
theory I horse would form of love, if s hoiK cou)d theoriM. His 
practice wu correflpoDding. He paid no r^«rd to ive^ncf 
er to the fedingi c^ hia amUble and aflectiiinBte wife. Sea 
" VoT<g« i MODlbir, su- Herault de Sfdiellei," a younr m«n 
of wild notiuDK, but undoubted geniua, cut off by tlie Revolulioii. 
Thin little booli, now eitremely scarce, eoatami the beat accciuiit 
BBV where to be found of Bwflbn ; and, although the author'a 
opiniotu of the natunlist wtre much too fBTOurable, tb* 
reader will do beCtv to coDnill it tlm ooy oHiet work extant 
on the Hme inbieot. , . 
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A fewlrn peopl«, entities me to snppoM myMlf aif 
hifalliMe jnd^e of their cfaaratrter and manneTa. I 
give laj observationi for wbat they are, — the fruit 
»f nine months* atudy. PeHiaps a longer residence 
might improTe nj opinion, perbape deteriorate iti 
At all events, it is riven in kive, not in anger; for 
t^iong-h I caanot, wim the nsual btindrem of alFectioiif 
shut mj eyes to their fidlingfs, I have a Binj^hrt 
predUeotion for the Prench, whieli has increased Itt 
proportion a« I have beeome better acquainted wiA 

Seif'kBOirledTe haa in all ages been regarded a* « 
filing of moat dtffionlt acquirement, as well for nations 
aa for individuals. If they wonld understand exactly 
ttitat their oivn character ia, they mnst contemplate 
themselves aa they are reflected in the opinions of 
«ther nations, as men view then- own facet in amirror. 
I begin to appreciate England better' «incti 1 hove 
Tiewed it, as it were, from a distance, and r^wd^d 
hs image iu ttie opinioM of the nations which snrrouud 
it ,* >nd I malce no doubt that the French might. If 
they -pleased, oorrectthetridpftsrffipectingthemedviea 
by examining the notions which odier people ffiter* 
tain of them. ' 

Sterne remarked, many years ago, thM the PnMA- 

were a grave people; but his opii'" ' ' 

lathat vulgsr _ , „ . ^ 

aa a mere paradox. Since bis time, however, many 
other writers have hazarded the same opinion ; and, 
therefore, although my tdeae on this subject are not 
new, they will not now.be esteemed paradoxical. 
The French, in my opinion, are not only a grave, bat 
a dull people ; and all the arguments brought forwarS 
in support of the contrary, appear to me to range 
themselves naturally in support of this view of the 
matter. It is said, that wits make their fortune in 
this conntiy by utterii^ ban taots, and making people 
laugh. I grant it. What then ? Did Wfaittlngton 
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» a country overstocked with oats f 
precuely because wit U a «carce article in Fnnoc^ 
that it is BO highly Tolued. Id Bliiidina>'B kingdoi^ 
a» the old apophthegm Mja, blinkers wear crowni. 
The Abbe Frauquelot, as &t back a* the reign «i 
Louis XIV, fouod the ParisiuiB so dull, that he 
dechired he never lauahed at Paris, unless when he 
ba^peaed to meet with a pentm from Caen.* Every 
thing eUe favoarg tUs view of the French character. 
Obgerre the long neeches in their tragedies ; the vaat 
contpilaliona wmcb tbej undertake and aceotnjtliah ; 
the patience with which thej cpeounterand evercofiifl 
tite mortal ennui of otieatal huignarea ; their enutt 
aiul laboriooa translatiene ; their annuralion of Sic 
Charles QraDdiioB,and Clarissa Uarlowe. It is among 
a. heavy, pIcMlding, industiious people, like the f rwK^ 
that a jester ia best receive]. lively, mcccurial 
Mturee, have no needof the l^wnr* of such a penoo 
tP amuse them : the a^)^ tik xmf uuc ia within them i 
tbey BM kept awake by the aoliTity of their own 
tho^tta. But the French are sociable, fend of 
MOMy, Ito. Bzactly. 1'h^ feel themselves dull, 
■ad want to be amused, sad lock together, in order 
t* podnoa aa artificial exeitenent^ as people do to 
keep themselyeB warm in winter. They put me very 
rtrmigty in mind of the Demoe of Aristophanes, that 
aiDgBJar little old man, who, fnun sheer ennui, cocid 
never rest quiet in his own hooie, but would be ever 
abroad, or at the tribunals, hearing and judging 

' L would by no maaiM be thoa^ht to.meau b^ tUa, 
that the French are a melancholv people. Quite th* 
«4Miti«ry. They are never really nmancboly ; UJ, 
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irbfln thej inufrnie tb«iD>eli^ lo, it U merelj for 
tk« Ntke of variety, uid " pMir patter U tempt." 
Hie Gre«ka, the mturieat people upm earth, were, 
aooording to Ariitotle, exceedinf I7 littble to fits of 
meliBcholf, which U nothing' hot the low ebb of 
uinul spiiita which inoceede a ton eopioaa overflow ; 
fcnt I have never be«rd that the Hatat are givni to 
melancholy. 

We every day hear it oheerred, by people who, 
like parrot*, repeat what they have heard, and nothing 
tBore, that, while two or three Englishmen will ait 
in a itage-ooB<ih for hourt without uttering a word, 
ttfl aame nmnber of FreDchmm, nuder the same 
oiromngtaDoe^ will have ponred forth volnmea of 
firivolity. Bat ibis is mere nonaeiue. The French- 
are as often solky as other people; and I have known 
■everal of tbem travel together for leagKes without 
■peaking. Indeed, when 1 have entered ttw dil^vnoo 
with a party of them, I have generally been obliged to 
let the convereation agoing myielf, so little diipoaed 
have they shewn themselves to b^n, thomgh, when 
their tongues are once put in motion, they move on 
glibly euonih. Widi respect to their frivolity, I oaa 
•ay but littTe, as 1 have seldom found- them gmlty of 
it. They are genarally, on the contrary, more solid 
Aan oarselves ; more disposed to reason — to aigne 
—to dispute. No doubt the Revolution may have 
done much to produce this change j but 1 sospect 
the grouodworic of what they now are, was always 
in their character. 

On another point of the French character, an absnrd 
opinion veir generally prevails in England. lUuoa- 
iog irom the horrors which took place during the 
Bovolatioa, when the whole nation was thrown into 
a violent paroxysm of rage, we are apt to re^rd the 
French as a people eminently cruel and ferocious, and 
Teneat the aaaurd saying ot Voltaire, that they are 
half-monkey half-tiger in their natures. The Freach, 



■ntMA-rmur op infavtb. 12? 

hawtxee, are neither menkeri nor ti?pr», but a rery 
aobeF^uioded, laborioiu, kiDtl, hospitable, tad hnmine 
pe<^^; BDitiD^,. indeed, Boioe contradictioDi in thmr 
character, but ncTer vercing, 1 think, to habitaftl 
•raelty. With regwd to the ranitj' of which I accvM 
them, it Bhoold be remarked, that it is oatioDal raiiitj j 
for of personal Tsnitf I do not consider them a jot 
more guilty than other people. I have already, imoir 
than oDce, remarked, that they are singalarly uoane 
idi. their mannerB, and have alluded lo some practieM 
irfaich prevail among them In mnport of my aeSM' 
ti»n t and there are many examplce of this want of 
nSHement, which would be scarcely comprehessiblc 
In Engknd ; but to be profnse in these might disfott 
Msie readers, and could prove neither very pleasing 
ftor instructive to any. 

I shall here- throw together a few observations on 
tJltur manners without attempting either much order 
n Boanection, as I cannot discover any link by wfaioli 



thay could be bound together into a whole. 
,' .U.is acMrdintr to etiquette in France 
tutcmiee to be ifi at leaU a Month or two previon to 



b^r confinement ; during all whieh time, their ftnnliea 
WO kept in a slate of perpetual inqnictude and alarw 
en their account. No sooner is the miniature integer 
«f " la grande nation" born, than it is immediately 
vhipt into a tiny tricot, or elastic flannel waistooAt ; 
Bext has woollen stockings pulled upon his, or kcT) 
kgs ; and, lastly, is swathed up, like a little OMunrnv, 
Crom head to foot, uotil it is impossiUe it should 
IMWe a limb. Other flannel garments are then 
Vittpped about it; but no lonff^elolhet, as they ar« 
<ndlea in- England, are ever worn. The gages'femmtt 
k*i« n* a^ni, I believe, over their doors in England; 
hit in Nonojady, these " cunning women" adora 
tW frwate of their bonsea with pictures, repreMBting 
AeirAWn fiur penons, holding a uew-lMHit inAat in 
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writera, and nwra mptcmUy by Ronawan and B«8«% 
to bwiHli from FraoM the alMttcd prMtice •£ Bwatb* 
ing infuita^ and the still autre uamtwni cwWntof 
«mloriD|^ hired wetHiiirMa ;- ajid tbe CouMt d» Ijw»> 
pMSr takiBg the will for th« da*d, inibMM us, wilb 
gr«U Mmplidtj, thM it i* to the two above mentkuMd 
WTtters tii&t the hoiitMU' at having abolished tiMsa 
oaatoBiH )■ doe. The bihioa of mahiag live mumiaimt 
iwwe*er, ttill pnmila in Nomaadf : and I banebew : 
iaforued by (m aeeDHchutr, who haa nnetietid m. 
vaiione parte irf Fraaioe, that it ie eqoalW pmnJAUt 
%m otbw prtn'taees of the kiafdom. With ngacd M 
the eHplo^B^ of wet>otma», aothuiir can be inoM 
comnon, even tieoag the middlings chweea ol tbt 
people. A child naj here be put *at at twdvo 
muMi per noiitb. In the leleotioB of a WHi«alM, 
the hifher daMfla ere itrj frnttioaiar, gaaettHkf 
n^iri^ that ^e ihall hare broim hsir, and * 
oertain oaat of featHCM. ■ .i 

• AnodMr artivle ia the Ft!«aeh inode of treatiiig 
iMw-bon iyaetH ie rery extraordioarj : the wyii 
fiame, fa naree, nerer wuheg the head, but* baviilg 
wifei it dry, liaTei it is tWt BUte, aowimiiltiwg 
dmt and dirt, until it is covered with a croit 
•■ inch thick. Thw is aappoMd to keep the lwai» 
warw and comfortable, and to preHdr¥e the wmI 
fr««i bein^ diwiTaii^ed in her moveneM* by rh«iUBS 
and oatamii. it is, moTeover, taH to have tbs 
effe«t of ke^Dg the hair eoft and ailky, — an 
importaat oootideratimi among a people who, likt , 
tka aacient Spartaaa, haite alwaya bseo oetMl iar 
theii attoBtiou to their treece^ AdoAm advantafa) 
atill more important thw ao^ of the forcf^out^ i% 
that it prerentH the destruction of uiHserous ^TWf 
enatores, which, as Sir Hu^t^b Eyans obaerreit " aM 
farailiar beasts to man, and ai|^y lore." It w*l4d 
be in keeping with this humane practice, to,^ ban**' 
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feotad, like the Hindoo ftdceers, to avrnd, u for m 
yotsiUe, the killing of other harmless insecUi, which, 
tkoufh less " familiar beasts," are equally luefiil in 
dieir way. 

Among the aDpentitioiiH notions which still nuun« 
tuB their ground in Normandy, there is one, connected 
with the treatment of children, which will never, I 
h«pe, be put to flight by modem philosophy, unless 
it be able to replace it by common sense : it is belieTe<l 
that the Virgin Mary sweetens the food of infants, — b 
notion which Baves sngar, and prevents the stomach 
of children from being oTerloaded with sweets. Al 
tlie child grows up, however, the Virgin ceaaes to 
inUWere with its vlctnals, which is remarkably 
jodkiona. 

An illmtration of another tnut of superstitioB 
occurred the other day at Cormellea. A womut, whs 
had a son about, to draw for the conscription, had 
likewise a faroiirite hen. A few days before tha 
drawing took place, this foolish fowl, heedless or 
igoorant of her fate, oonceived the monstrous idea of 
nniexiag herself, like I^y Macbeth, and imitBtin|f 
tb* voice and manner of honest chanticleer, bar 
husband, which the poor woman took to be a bad 
(HDen ; and hoping;, by the deitruotion of the prophet, 
to prevent the fullilment of the prophecy, the cut off 
the noisy animal's hoid. 

Another trait in the character of the Normans Is, 
that they are very little addicted to mtiaic. Walk 
thronfb the villages, or the fields, at what honr yotl 
please, you will seldom or never bear the voice of 
man or woman singing, or, if yon do, it would, iK 
general, be as pleasant to listen to the croaking of a 

— 'o them. I have never heard the voice of 

I here. Even in the 



<ABrolteB the singing k so had, that, dmit^ Uie even* 
ing service in Lent, many persons stay away troM 
oluuck Butil it is over. l1u hordy-gnrdy may aomo- 



times 1m hmri in t1i« itrwte of Cmd ; for ColanM 
Tod 9a,yv lie has liiUned to it there, until he kiB 
imagined himself ia Mewar, where the sum deMri o^ 
MtempU at muaio are made. I am not attre, how- 
ever, that I hare erer been charmed with the HKuids 
of thia celestial Korman instrument, or widi thoae 
of any other, except a squeaking fiddle and amry 
drum. Hiere are, of conrse, amone the young ladiea 
and gentlemen, individnals who amg a^d play, and 
have really aoqnired a taste for muaic; but I an 
■ow spetdcine of the aptitude and natural bent of the 
people, which, aa &r a§ I have obserred, is decidedly 
nnmnsicBl. 

In England half yonr befgars make their ap^oaohee 
to your compassion with music, but here it it with 
reli^OUB cant. During the fair of Caen, the roads in 
the vicinity of the city were token poHBeseionof by 
troops of miaeraUe wretfifaeg of both saxes, who 
bawled out without intermission, — " RoBpoc*al>le ' 
Christians, bestAW one liard upon me, for ue Ioto 
^>( God I" The m^e bcj^srs are in general the MMMt 
atrooiouB looking ruffians I ever beheld; and in tlie 
TilLaifea in the neighbourhood of Caen, these ghxwiy 
banditti, whom I ^e to be for the most part robbers 
in disguise, actually besiege the genteeler part lot the 
houses, knocking or kicking at the doors, and bawliiw 
out^ in a kind of menacing drawl, — " Charite, a'fl 
yous plait," antil you give them something, or send 
them to. Jerico. I am rather pleased than othertrise 
to see a peaoeable beggar, and could sympatiriie 
with Charles Lamb, when be lamented the decay' of 
meodioi^ in England ; but these ruffian* only in^re 
me with dii^iuat, and if I ever give themany tbog, 
I am exceedmgly apprehensire it cannot be put down 
to "the score of my benevolence. Their appemaace 
in the roads and in the streets puts One in mind of 
what an ancient historian of France relates of Charles 
the Bold, who having, sa he.obserres, adopted the 
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&«M of die Gradu of thoM times, laokad to tkbeari 
and tantaslical, that he fright«ii»l the rery ioge, 
which dropped their tails aad hovled fearfullj m 
tiler Mw him pass.* 

Orderio Viui, who, althongh aa Englishman; is 
the best of the old hUtoriang of Monnandy, obserTBg, 
tiwt the ancient Normans, like all other nations of 
Celtic origin, were renurkiibl^ proud of their hair; 
and two practices, which still prevail among' this 
people, may perhaps be regarded as a relic of the 
. old paasion. In the first place, the womeu, who turn 
the front hair back, and conceal it beneath their caps, 
wear immense. masses of false hair upon the back 
Mit of the head. The men, on the contrary, comb 
down their hair oxer the forehead, and look, to an 
En^ishman, like so many methodist preachers, which 
detracts considerably irom the dignity of their coan- 
tmunoe, and sometimes gives them a sullen and feroci* 
OUB look, which is any thing but natural. 

To add to the meanness of their appearance, by tar 
the greater number of the male population of Caen 
wear, instead of hats, little, low, sneaking caps, 
Uke those of schoolboys. It is possible that tne 
node in which we cover the head may have some 
«fiect upon the character of the mind. The Greeks, 
except in time of. war, went, for the most part, bare- 
heMed, as did likewise the Egyptians j ' while the 
Penians, who were never distinguished for intellect, 
wor« thick, heavy turbans, or mitres, which kept 
their heads warm, and perhaps prevented the brain, 
as they certainly did the skull, from attaining its 
proper consistency. Hats, though ugly enough, are 
tile coolest oovenngs that could be chosen for the 
lietkd, M they always preserve a ijuautity of air upon 
the crown unheated by the sun in sununer, and not 
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too uneli oooM ia winter. To istprore upon tUi, 
tiiere are some persoDB who bore anaW holes in the 
erotm and sides of their hats, for the purpose 4^ 
letting ID fresh air; and certainly, whether on this 
account or not, the hair of those persODs is beautiftil; 
and they are never troubled with headachs. Children 
who go mnch bareheaded, and are not allowed to 
sleep in nightcapB, have verj seldom the beadach; 
while others, wbo sleep with the head warm, have 
coarser bair, and a frequently throbbing forehead, 
Here every body's head is wrapped np, or covered ; 
the nKD's with warm cloth caps, the women's with 
handkerchiefs or bonaets, and the children's with 



a turban. A great number of women of the lower 
orders wear a sort of Phrygian bonnet, or c^ of 
Hberty, which, when fabricated of stiff materials, 
resembles not a little the " Hemiiui" of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, against which the honest Car* 
melite, Thomas Coneite, of Brittany, carried on a 
qteoies of crusade. * 

The ladies of Normandy wear whatever bonnets 
or hats happen to be in fashion at Paris, but the 
fbmale citizens of a certain rank wear nothing but 
caps. This renders it necessary for every person to 
be armed against sndden showers with an umbrella, 
which, in most instances, is of a fiery red, or some 
other bright colour. These umbrellas are of a clumsy 
construction, and remarkably heavy. I think aA 
English umbrella manufacturer, who should set up 
at Caen, and be moderate in bis charges, would very 
soon make a fortune, as might also almost any 
other manufacturer of articles of utility. Besides ^M 
coverings for the bead mentioned above, there is 
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xnottaer, still more reuuu'kable, perhaps, peculiar to 
the female peasantry ; this is a monstrously high cap, 
made upon a shape like a bonnet, and kept upon the 
head bya piette of black ribboa, which, passing lender 
the chin, like the etrap of a soldier's helmet, is pinned 
to the cap OD each side. Notwithstanding the mas- 
culine air which this cap, with its military appendage, 
^ves the face, the peasant girls never looK so well 
as when they have it on, especially when, as on 
Sundays, the long lapela, depending from the lofty 
crown on each aide, are trimmed with rich lace, 
which is here worn by the meanest of the people. 

From these remarks on the costumes of the people, 
the reader will be able to discover that, from some 
cause or another, the distinctions of raiok are still 
assiduously kept up in this part of France. A very 
Striking illustralion of this tact occurred at a publio 
concert, given last winter at Caen, for the benefit of 
the poor, where the performers, with two or three 
exceptions, were amateurs. Some time .after the 
audience had been seated, and the sinmng had com- 
menced, some eii'ht or nine persons, belonging to the 
ancient and noble families of the country, arrived, 
and the whole house was immediately thrown into 
confusion, the company being requested to get up, 
and yield the front seats to their betters. All grum- 
bled, some hissed, others sneered at their parchment 
titles to nobility, — but the greater number made 
way for them. Tn-o or three, however, of the honest 
and sturdy citizens of Caen, refused to get up or stir 



their part, they did not care a straw fur the nobility. 
The titled part of the audience was put out of temper 
by this circumstance, and, instead of listening to the 
music, sat down in dogged silence, brooding over the 
insult which had been offered them; and it was long 
before they recovered their composure. Itis the feet 
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uvprodncedbf audi vulgar affectations of gnpnnarit]', 
wEich tenda bb much u auf thing to deatroj th« 
•Dcieot goveminetita of Europe, and to render tlM 
ariitocracy, t^e legitimate supporters of the throne, 
detested and detestable. 

Moat peraana who have written on the costume of 
the French, have noticed the short netticoata of the 
women, which it is generallv, and perhaps jnstlj, 
supposed are worn hy their fair owners in order that 
they may show their prettr feet and ankles. There 
•eetna, however, t« be another rauae for this fashion, 
which is the eitraordinary filthinesg of the streets, 
•rising at once from the total absence of pavements, 
and the slovenUness and heedlessness of the people. 
The short, mincing g;ait, and the stoop observable in 
the generality of French ladiee, and which it was 
once fashionable to imitate in England, may likewise 
be traced to the necessity of picking their way care- 
fully through streets crossed by a hundred little 
canals, and aotted by innnmerahle heaps of mud. 
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CHAPTER XII, 



ExeuniimtoBayeia—Nameatid Onginof tin Cily — Habit 
of Walking in the Middk a/ the Road—Abuaa of Foot 
Pat!emaa> — Viat Drona of HaTTud CatOt—Scaury— 
BretttviUirOrgiiaUc^ut—A Oalley Slave— Xarttt Plact 
— The Cathedral— Sitkop of Bayeux— Ivory Cathet— 
Arabit Imcription — Chati^ and Stole of SfjRcgtioberl — 
Crvpt— Tapeilry of Qaeen Matilda— HStdde Ville—City 
i^ia — SafeuxXace- rUlage of Port— Scenery OH i& 
Oxat—TTui Count de RevediH—Femak MOo—. B6td lU 
jMiembatiTSi — Stlumio Caen. 

Saturday, March 20. — Thouch by n« menng • 
oonvertto the opinion ofHnetiwluchMts up Bayeiix* 
as the cftpital of the VldiicaBgi, 1 was still desiroQ* of 



DM from Bajoen, u 'awttiatliy (oppucd, t 
cuaea."— Ori^'no de Caen, pp. 11, 18^ F 
city imd«r the Dame of Jfirom 



Tery e»r1y iMi the namf of NiEnmagun, and was denominated 
CttriioM Sojocoatiinn ,- and trom the latter of tliese two word* 
i — i — c 1 "-'c, Bajoca, Bajoaii»,Bajoga,Sagia.'~ 



Entrelei , , 

£t <|D'il tuchoit de ae tu^ 1 ban, 
U Tut mupr vera lea partiea dn North 



la da U Baaae Neuatrie, 
OA bt baatir, d'nae pinde induatrie, 
Ud fort chaalean. qui, d'andea nnom, 
De Bilocaas a TelcDa le nom, 
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riiitiiig this ancient city, beyond which the tmti* 
1 regearclies of Turner and Ducarel had not 



extended. I WHS fortunate enough to be accompaniet^ 
-gioQ, W Mr Armstrong of C 



D this little eicnrgioa, hv Mr Armstrong of Caen. 



t Ca«D, obligingly, 
tmdertook to be my guide upon this occasion. HaTing; 
provided a light cabriolet, and a eood strong hono^ 
we set off at aquuler past six in the morning. Even 
at that early hour the shops of Caen were all opsn, 
and the streets as full and busj' as at twelve o'cloek 
in the dav. Whenever this is the case, it is a nice, 
taek to nde or drive through the streets, as eveiy . 
body walks iu the middle of the road, and wouU. 
rather run the risk of being trampled to death, than 
take the trouble to look round, or walk on the Irot-i 
toir.* The aversion of the Nennans for the trottoir 
may be traced to two caoees. In the first plac«,,it 
was formerly the custom for tradesmen of every de-. 
■cription to expose their wares outside of their doors, 
■o as to render the trottoir iropassable ; and although, 
their paction for turning their shops inside «iit )ua 
lately been restrained by an order of police, the pnuH 
tice still continues in sufficient vigour to impede and, 
annoy foot paesengerg. In the next place, it is the 
fiishion to empty the contents of vessels of every 
description into the streets from the upper storieSi 
«Ten by day, a.s also to spit occasioually ; and 1 my- 
self, being addicted, after the manuer of EnglishmcM, 
to prefer the trottoir to the road, have had the honour 
of having dirty water thrown upon my head by some 
lair inh^itant of Caen. The absence of foot pavfr- 

Oi> it Bbjfut est U Tille hnitt. 
Poor 1« jour dliui fbrt bitn accomodfe t 

Vam aifnifie limincHi d« B^ua. 
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MMti, in aU French towns, seeins to be a relic of 1]|« 
^d despotism, under which it was not thought worth 
H'hile t« do an; thing' for the people's accommoda- 
tion ; and the noblesse, who generally went abroad in 
turiagee or on horseback, cared little about the filthi- 
new and inconvenience ot the etr«ets. Even at thia 
mameat genteel people, especially women, hat« walk- 
iag, though they cannot afford to ride ; and, th^re- 
ton, when there is the least danger of bad weather, 
the streets are seldom enlivened by the appenrance of 
mti dressed persons : yet there are exceedingly few 
oniages or saddle horses. As soon as the people 
are properly estimated, there will be foot pavemeDtS, 
Md more cleanliness ; for I cannot beheve for a 
nmnent that the French av dirty from preference. 
To- retam, however, from this digresaion; Onx 
tnoTeaents were farther impeded by vast droTes of 
oMtle, which were passing through the city on their 
way to Roaen, and which, for the most part, had aa 
little flesh on their bones as the representatives of 
&feiinfl which Pharaoh saw in his dream. Even when 
ir« had left the city behind us, and entered the c«an- 
by, Ae road was still covered, at short intervals, by 
tliese half famiiihed animals, which, had they been at 
aU oaraivorous, would certainly hate devoured both 
tia and onr charger. The morning was cold, and the 
■ley overcast with clouds, so that the landscape, 
vfai<^ even in summer, would be far from brilliant 
or picturesque, appeared to be poor and moootonons 
in the extreme. Vast plains, interspersed with a few 
derations, separated from each other by long sweep*, 
ST hollows, such as occur in the steppes of Tartary, 
mnd thinly dotted with gray leafless trees, form but a 
poor picture; yet, when dressed in the light of the 
■noming, and viewed with an enthusiastic eye, even 
•ach a country has charms. At leusth a brisk west 
wind, which blew directly in our laces, rolled back 
the clouds, and enabled us to enjoy the bright Ua« 
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Ay; and, preMittly, tha nm abed n«ir life vpon Off 
•c«ne, and nvofht ovt, into bold relief, tke nonwrons 
Tillage and fcnns with which th« conatiy roand is 
thieklr sprinkled. H&ring' pasMd iJnvn^h Bretto- 
TiBe I'Orgoeilleiue, a clean neat villaf^, remark^Ua- 
for the handaome spire of ita church, we entered iip<w 
a more pictnreaqne and thickly wooded conotty, 
which continned improving all the wa; to Bi^eax. 
On both ndet of the way, sereral respectable and 
aome handsome chateaoz, or gentlemen's villaa, weie 
visible amon^ the trees, which must, I inuwine, ooib' 
Mtl them entiretv when in Ml leaf. In the ^ardnt 
of one of these viilas, which happened to be very near 
Uifl road, we observed two earthenware lions, placed 
tbere, I imagine, to terrify robbers, for they were a 
little too ngly to be r^arded as ornaments. It was, 
I think, in the neighbourhood of this lion^^uarded 
chateau, that we met two fierce-looking gensdanieej 
mounted on strong hortes, and armed cap-A-pid, mm 
of whom was leading, in chains, a man on foot, wliOt 
whatever were his offences, had certainly the ur of -a 
rniBaii broke loose from the galleys. His [^ysk 
02nomy, of which one could catch the meanuig at « 
gSuce, was most sinister. The &ce was not ngty^ 
nor was it fierce or soowUng; bnt there waa m 
expression of calm contented villainy, which seemed 
perfectly naturaL I imagine that Passarooate, is 
iDon Quixotte, or Don Raphael, in Gil Slat, maf 
have been of this man's iamily. 

Upon arriving at Bayens, we drove ap to the H6tel 
de Luxembourg, ^e principal inn ; and baring pnt 
oar Roainante into the stable, sallied forth to see the 
market, while breakiast waa preparing. In passing 
Ihroagh the town, we obaerved near the river one of 
the public latrina, with two doors, over one of wfaiok 
an inscription was placed signifying that it was fiH* 
women ; while the other was for men. They were 
dooe to each other. The mariiet is held ia a larM 
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Open space,* surrounded on all sidee hy kosMS, aiut 
amtmented on two sides bj a double row of elm tree*. 
Here were assembled an immense numb " - 
frnn the BorroundiiiK coDUtrf, whose » 
eapeciaUf that of tbe women, would fornish riclt 
But«rials to a painter. I was disappointed, howeTer, 
•t finding so few pretty faces among the couotrjr girls, 
though there were one or two stars in the crowd. 
The meat, fowls, fish, &o. were laid ont in little booths,, 
like those in our country fairs. The price of meat bera 
islower than at Caen, (4^. per lb.) From the market^ 
we returned to our inn, to breakfast ; but, {dthongh 
die hotel be tbe first in the city, and have a Tery fine 
appellation, the breakl^t was laid out with less neat- 
ness than it would have been in an ordinary nublio 
bouse in England. Two or three French gentJemen 
hreakiiksted at the same table, upon beefsteaks, mutton 
obops, cider, &c. while we bad onr cafe au tail, our 
ms, and vettu pique. The bread of Bayeus seem* 
to be good, and the butter was delicious. The finest 
tbugs, however, which I saw at the hotel, were half 
a -doaen prints, published at Vienna, representing the 
~ r about Salzburg and Hohenstauffeo. The 



Ib tbe French ; our companimiB at the breakfast table 
appeared to p^ equal devotion to the Comtiaitiomul 
ud to the beiisteui — now taking x mouthful of beef,, 
and oow a mouthful of politics. 
As Mon «a the rage of hunger was appeased, we 



* " Lft place SuDt Patrice, oil w tient le mircb^ est designee 
Awa \a disrten d» XUme et Xlllmc gi^ea k)U9 le nom de Mtr- 
ntmm donini Rtgi* ,- on trou*<, dtua lea tieui dtrea d« nuiMna- 
•itsin m, f»ai, Itt luJki du Soi, aottre tin, la hoBt i la cAavy 
It marchi aux MM), It eoiffwit am bribit, g-c. Le marcli^ de 
Bsyeuz H tient, de tempi iiDm^orial, le aamedi, et on pent 
UBurer que c'ett uu iet plin beini et da mievi Icnrn^ du 
dtparlemml."— PLtraDBT, Hitt. de S*titx, p. 1^ 
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«TO«Md«d towBrds the mud point of attraction at 
mymiz, — the eathedn£ After making our wav 
tlwongh many a narroir and crowded street, we Bud< 
dentf, ©n turnings a comer, discovered the majestic 
^irsH irf the House of God, towering- to the skies. It 
ia a bnildine truly reQerable." Religion bis breathed 

Xn it, ana made it holj-. Tbe space around on two 
s is ciear of buildings for a small distance, and 
I stepped back as far as I could, in silent delight, 
to slh>w the chastening and holy influence of the 
ttmcture to descend like dew into my souL The. 
gray gpiTM were so high that they seemed to be 
oennected with heaven : the golden light of the 
nomin^ was npon them, the deep blue sky above ; 
and Si^ts of crowa, entering and issuing from the 
lofty pinnacles, floated backward and forward, like 
Hack specks upon the sky, while their cawings, d#< 
Mending from so vast a height, came like the noises 
of a dream upon the ear. I have seen Westminster 
Abbey — I have seen St Paul's ; but, from some canse 
or another, this Norman cathedral, though far iaferior 
to than both in dimensions and magnificence, affected 
ne more sweetly, powerfully, religiously. My eyes 
were almost wet with pleasure as I jaied upon it. 
Architectural crttic:ism is not my province. I enjoy 
the beauties of so noble a building like the meanest 
of the crowd ; and although, if it were necessary, I 
migiit perhaps be able to explain metaphysically 
whence my pleasurable feelings were derived, I was 
c4)Btent, ou the present occasion, to reckon the day 
on which they were experienced among the dies albi 
flf m^ life, and to allow Pleasure, as Grey says, to 
remain at the helm. Turning the south-western 
«amer of the cathedral, we observe the bishop's palace, 
formerly the deanery, on tbe right hand, — a plain. 



tl of Bayeni, mb Appcndil, 



cmirur the sntiquity of tk< Cilfce- 
N0.IIL 
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■mall lunue, neat and d»aii, bnt not in good rqafa^ 
From the parlour of the bighop'a palace, howeTer, you 
baTe a fine view 6{ the church. 1 hud been introduced 
to tho bUhop by Mr Macfarlane, cure of ConneUe% 
and found aim a plain, pleasant gentleman, about 
sixty-four years of ace, who had been ten years an 
emigrant in England, and spoke English tolerably 
weir. He told me he had lived two years in Gowai 
Street, and ten at Puckeridge, about thirty miles froea 
London, ou the nortli road ; and that he liad earned 
his livelihood, while in our country, by teaching 
Latin, the mathematica, &c. 11^ appeared to.ietaia M 
grateful recollection of the treatment he had received, 
and, I am told, takes every possible opportunity «f 
enhancing the merit of the coudact of the English 
govemmeat towards the emigrants. When we came 
to converse of the object immediately before ua, h« 
pointed out to me the modem portion of the catho- 
dral, that is to say, the dome, with the elegant lajiteni 
which surmounts it This portion, though compara- 
tively new, and therefore less valued by antiquaries, 
appeared to me no leas beautiful than the rest of the 
edifice, though in a somewhat more ornate or ambi- • 
tious style. The interior of the church, with its lofty, 
" embowed rooC nuinero<iH pillars, altars, chapdUf 
paintings, &c. is worthy of the exterior j but I avoid 
describing it, as I could say nothing new. From th« 
inscription on the tomb of Duperrier, the last bishop, 
I learn that the present head of the diocese ia only of 
three years' standing, his predecessor having died in 
1827. 

The cicerone, a little boy about ten years old, thougli 
smart and active, waj not very well acquainted with 
. his business, for he shewed us little or nothing but 
what we inquired for ; and, even when 1 did inquire 
about the ivory chest, said to have been taken mm 
the Saracens by Charles Martet, he seemed to heai 
of it for the first time. However, by inquiring 
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Itf IVORY CHEST— ARABIC INSCRIPTION. 

«f tb« Moriatan, ire found that it wm not aHogvtkar 
onknown, being used at present to coattdm an aneimt 
ohaauble uid stole, said to be older ejen than Che cheat 
itaetf, and worn by the bishop fonr times a-year. Tha 
ehMt we found to b« s box, abont the lenifth of n 
wdinary writing' desh, and about eighteen inches wide 
The iTOiy is grown yellow with yeara ; and the minij' 
■Urer embossing is also allowed, p«rhi^M judiciously 
to retain the hue of aatiquit v ujton it On exanuniog 
it dosely, I observed that the silver was itigeniona^ 
wrooght into the fig;ure of peacoukg and various other 
Inrda, and that, by s<»ne process of metalluigy, the 
colour of the brilliant plumage of theie birds had boMi 

S'ven it. The inscriptian is in Arabic, in the ancient 
ufic character, and as legible as if it had been engraved 
yesterday. It has been put into the modem character 
by the Baron Von Hammer, and translated into F^«ndt 
1^ the Hon. Spenser Smythe. The vendon Riven 
b«low,* however, is ^m the pen of M. Tr^bntien of 



■ L'iiucriptiaD de U cassette orieulile it ^7*' 
ttnetire araSe ioufiqtti, ou mienx tou/i. Ls fori 



cuicttre et le maoque absdlu de pomta diuritiqaa en reodent 
li lecture fori dif^cik, Ausai la premiere CraductioD qoi en fat 
dongfe par Peiia-du-la-Croii, eUit elle p|iremeat arbittvre, et 
ne rai«*nihlait en rien i I'originsJ, La voici en earacUre nttU, 
avec la trukscription en leClrea lalinee : — 

XUU X**J J Si^"^ XS.JJ rt=»-jJ* ij*»y «Sl (•-»* 



'* Au nom du Dieu cUment et mu^ricordienx 1 MotiietioB 
psr&ite et aiunce complite," (au propri^ture. ) 

Le cJKbn orienlaliHe alleaiaud Jm. de Hsminer, i qui mw 
isopie de cette uncriptiaa avail Ht adwwic, lyant lu, par one 
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Cm, • matlenun «f modi ability and leaming, and 

EMt untajiitv of mauuers. Mjr own Arabic stadiM 
Ting been, like Che adTenture of the bear and fiddle 
in Hudibras, broke off in the middle, I am compelled, 
in this iuBtauce, to have recourse to the leamii^ of 
another ; but I do it with the g;reat«r pleasure, smce 
it enables me to introduce, once more, the nune of « 
mail who deserree well of the republic of letters. 

The chasuble is of blue silk, starred with white; 
and the stole of a species of silk and gold thread, 
frosted with fine pearls. From the sacristj, where 
these objects were shewn us, we descended to the 
subterranean chapel, * which is situated ezsc^y und«^ 



crreor facile i compRrulre pour ceui qiu connunent I'^critDTe 
uabe, Mrrouhou (i^) m Jmtict, tuMea it bertiit I HT^ ) 
bStAiiciiamt avut uoai traduit: — "An Dom da Dieu cUmeat «i 
miiiriconlieux ! u justice e«tpar^te et hi gr&ce immense." 

Cat i lorl qo'on foil remonter rorigioe de cette cuwCtc »nx 
premien tempa ie Is domitutiDn dm Haorea en EnagiM, *t 
qu'on pretend qn^cUe fat tronr^ duia le eunp de Sirniua 
mpris la batuBe de Joiiis. La forme dea canctim pmiTC 
nu'elle ne peul pa» itie ant^rieure bux CroiiadcB. 

* It i) uaiuiiw tu observe tbe entliuBiasoi of Sr Dibdin far 
treiy place and thing not risited or described bj DucsrcL nil 
oypl, which happens to be in thig predicunent, it denominaUd 
by OUT biblioErapher, " due of the moat curious objects in the 
cathedral," tnough it is extremely similar tu that in the Abb«f 
aux Dames, except that it is laiver, and in better preserration. 
Ttie Doctor throws out a shrewd suepicion that Ducarel <■ had 
a liorror of crypla," aod did not visit them for fear of ts^ii^ 
cold ; " but," H.yi our bibliomaniac, *' an antiqnaiy of the true 
■pedes njcricca like a bat in the damp vapours of thoee obscura 
regions." I am afraid the vapours of the " vin de Beaune " had 
;iot quite evaporated from the Doctor's head when he visited 
this cha^ wbere there are very leldom any other vapours, I 
believe ( it being extremely aiiy and well liehted. Some istalitT 
ippean to UCead the attempts of all travdkrs when they would 

tva the aiact uunbei' of any duster of otgects they examine. 
iirckhardt, I reoiQiiber, gives the number of the pillan of llw 
ntuUah, U Mecca, upon the authority of another penoo, ea if 



tbe choir, and ii well lichtcd from the chnnA b^ a' 
bife wbdow, and tva glaag doors. Ito roof ie mp- 
ported by two rangeii of wbitiah pillan, with capitda 
of varjotts patterag, like tbose la the crypt of tlw 
Abbey aux Dames. The roof of the chapel imme- 
diatdy above the altar, and as far as the nearest plllan, 
M a blue ground, sprinkled with stars ; and od eadi 
nde of the altar is a pictnre, that on the right repre* 
tenting St Paul, and the other, St Peter. In a diuky 
niche in the wall, on the left of the altar, is the 
effigies of a cardinal stretched out at fall len^h ; and 
above, on the roof, is a portrait of the same individuaL 
The Tisage of the elGffies has been de&ced by violence, 
and the portrait by damp and time. 

From the cathedral, we repaired to the place where 
the famous tapestry is preserved.* We found it 
locked up in a room under the care of an old woman, 
who, by dint of shewing it a thousand tintes, had' 

h* ennld not nehm. Dr IMidin up [he number of the pIDsn^ 
in At ctypl of Biyelii ia abiml ail ; Mr Tomer nye tujebe / 
U. Plnqvet, lutbar of Ibe Bi^oTy o/Bagnx, asd a aative of 
tbe cit]', inibrmi ua that tfaere are ayU. For my own put, I 
did not reckon them. 

* I th<U ibatain from entering into any comideration of ths 
qantioa regpectiof the aDtiqDilf, or tbe anthor, of (bis ertrs- 
ecdinaty nHHUimeat, vhiek otheri, wiib more patience and 
leunii^, have agitated in tmd. From all that 1 him read,- 
bowever, 1 am iniJined to be of Mr Turaet'a opinion, via. tlut 
Itia the work of Matilds. " No one," aays he, " appeaia ho 
IJkdr to have unlertahen avcb a task an the female most nearly 
OBIMCled with tbe principal penonage concerneil in it, and 
Miccially if we eoDaider what the character of thia female waL 
Tbe detul* which it coataiaa are an minute, that they could 
■ciTcdy have been known, ratwpt at tbe time when they toiA 
place; die letters nj^rec in fnrra with thoeeupon Matilda's tomb ; 
■od the manner* ukI cuatoms of the tgt are alas preBerred." — 
Xittttrtfiim Nomandg, vol. ii. p. 3M. 1b deieribii^ this 
ttpeatry, Mr Turner hUa into a lingular miatthe, ohaerrinc that 
the ev«ata are diatributed into jewiify^jKiacmiipaniiHBta, whenai 
there are only Jl/ty-nsen. 

I 
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heqnired some knowledge of the history it represents.' 
The tapestry ie a piece of linen, about twenty inches 
wide, and two hundred and fourteen feet long, and is 
eoiled npon a species of wiodlasa, which stands in 
one oomer of the apartment. In the centre of the 
nKnu, opposite the window, is a large round table 
Mvered with green baize ; and on the other side f^ 
this table stands the old woman, who, haTing^ seized 
npon one end of the tapestry, pulls it out by the yard, 
Rinttering and gabbling the history of the compart- 
ment, which lies npon the table as it is unwoitnd from 
tiie windlass. When you have looked long enough — 
in her opinion at least — upon the first compartment, 
another is unwound, and as fast, or faster, than the 
eye can comprehend the history of the scene, it is 
^awD by, and folded ■ap npon a cbair, placed on the 
other side of the table for the purpose. Tbe subject 
oommemorated in this singular species of chronicle, 
is the conquest of England by the Nramans ; and 
more persons, I imagine, are acquainted with it, than 
with M. Thierj^'s three volumes, octavo, on the 
SUM snhjeot. The whole is divided into fifty-seTcn 
eompartments, each representing a scene in this 
eventful history ; and the compartments are separated 
by a tree, or a piece of architecture. The fieurea 
of princes, knights, men at arms, horses, ftuleys, 
ke. are wrought upon the Unen with thrwl and 
irorBted, and, although rude eoough, give a very 
tolerable notion of the costume, arms, and armour M 
those times. Per the careful reader of hutory, it is 
of the highest value ; and, for my own part, though 
DO antiquary, I consider the mere examination of this 
tapestry worth a journey from Loudon to Bayeuz. 
Learned men, possessing more leisure and patience 
than I have at my command, have instituted very 
laborious inquiries respecting the author of this work, 
asano attributing it to Queen MaUlda and her maids, 
others, to Maud. To me it appears very much like 
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a labour of Tore; aodl Annk, irith Timrtr, thatiw 
oa« ia HO likely to bare adiiered it at the wife of tb« 
hero of the itory. 

At the townfaouae, whioh w«8 formerly tWbiA^'a 
paUne, I bad the pleasure of bearing a nie)e«a lawyw 
pleading before a witless judge; but what wutb* 
ttature of the canae, or the merit of the pleader^ 1 
«oald not Mop to iiH)mre. In eonriug out «f the 
orort, my guide -pointed out to me the little barwn 
■where people are taarried before the civil atitboritiei; 
and, in bet, as I was looking wiatfolly at this t e t pt i 
of Hymen, a Teiy pretty female woranipper, followed 
by her other half, emerged fron the sanctoaiy, ami 
threw, as abe passed, a triumphant look at me, fmai 
a pair of pretty but bold eyes. Perhaps the lemale 
Bajocenset, like the women of ancient Egypt, an 
the lords of the ascendant in marriage ; but, even ftt 
Caen, I have observed, that, in all mattero rdatimr 19 
the matrimonial economy, the ladies bear the btfft at 
the ontaeL As they advance beyond the hoaeyBMOB, 
the empire reverts to the legitimate aothoritiM ; bat, 
in yielding up her power, the woman may exdaim, ais 
Vitellius did to toe nuc&l who killed him, " I bare 
been your master!" In another. apsiimemt of tb« 
townhooBe, — to pass, by a, very natural tranaitioa, 
from marriBg« to war, — I saw an aneieut, ruda 
iHuiitiiig, supposed to represent the battle «f Foarigny. 
My litue guide told me, what I conld see very 4k- 
tinotly, that it was a battle-piece ; but what battle it 
was, lay beyond bia knowledge; and no wonder, far 
the biafaop himaelf informed me that the sul>iect of 
the piece was net exactly known, tn the yard of 
this same townhouae, I witnessed the most extnk- 
Ordinaxy military spectacle I have ever beheld.'*' It 

■ M. Pluquet, ia his clever and imusiag Histoiy of Bayeax, 
liai s vhok chapter on fbe " Milice Baurg«oiu,'' in vhich he 
■liHrTa, — " L'usBge it con&er dea armti am hibitnii psor 



^IXV' MILITIA. 147 

-war* eamfaay of hhob tea or a doiettmen, drown 
aqt. rank aad file, as soldiars, with muikets in Ui«ir 
buds; bat lo rB^E«d, wretched, vobegooe was tb«ir 
jinpaarance, that I think it most have been some of 
unraaceatore that Shakespeare bad in his eye, wban, 
ia Hpeakin^ of certaia French toldiera, he «aid they 
dant not attempt to shake the «now aff their cessooka 
CoTi fear'Of shaking theauelT«s to pieces. Although 
I .Jntve all the diapositkin on «arth to be oraTe at tna 
aiftat «f ousery, it was here so traTestted and bfr- 
ii^iitd, by putting' on a military sir, that I could not 
natrain myself, and burst out into iaunodeiate fits 
«f^ laughter; and the poor fellows, who knew very 
MwU what had roused my risibility, cast a sly look at 
Me aa they defiled and stole out under the archway, 
•t.the command of their saperior, who certainly was 
•onawhat tees raoi^d than his regiment. If ever 
ffebboa's theory of langhter was verified, it was here; 
fiar. Ithkik I must faave iastiactively instittited.soDW 
|iiiwi|iii i til 1 1 between thoae poor devils and nyaall^ 
and laa^ed at the differeace. 
. BaiBfF desirous of Heetn^ the prinoipal prodinstion 
•f ttie industry of the B^)0<wnsee, 1 visited a laoe- 
«kop, and had the better portion of its contants laid 

ti cuds del vBlea et U maintien dn bonordre, eat fort ■nden, 
et doit son origiae ui regime f^odftl^ Lm Kigneun bisoieiit 
tlln Is anet ■ lain voHiul ; le« jvSquea, lei moinei mSme, 
BaaiBilt £ ce droit. Au Xlllmeniclelesreligieuide Saint V^n 
bi»ieot gurder Is foire Toiumint par leura va-iuui," p. 397. 
Several attempts vere made to free the inhabitana troia tbB 
-Mcontjof eihibiling their wretchMiieta in tkia moiDer, bat 
Widuut tKoet, They alvnya petiiiaoed to have the " privilw" 
-iwtin'inl 10 tbem, and locceided by dint of impntututy. Tbt 
liitloruui apeaka of their havine poewsKd s " fine uRiform" 
abauC the commencement of the eighteenth century, and I inapeot 

the dw I uw tlma ; for nothiiu' lew than the waar and tear 
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out before mc.* Mmuj of the p&ttemc were «sceed- 
iog\y beMitiful ; but a, few piecea of Bniggels lace, ut 
the moat tiist«ful pattenis, and exquisitely fine, threw 
the Bayeux manufacture into the shade, Howerer, 
I found one piece of veiy elegmit workmanship, which 
I purchased B8 a epecimeD of Bayeux iDgenuitj'. In 
» small print-shop of this city, among cancatureg, and 
coloured prints of the commonest description, I fouitd 
a Mater Dolorosa of Sapo Ferrato, engraved in a very 
exquisite manner by Vmcena, a French artist, whoM 
name I had never before heard of. This also I 
purchased as a memorial of Bayeux. 

Taking a ftesh horse from the Hiil«l de Luxem- 
boui^, we started off about two o'clock for the smaU 
village of Port, on the sea-shore, f The country on 
both sides of the road is rich, well wooded, and 
cnltivated like a garden ; and, bein^ in some places a 
little hillv, and broken into moderately deep hollows, 
it reminded me a good deal of South Wales and 
Devonshire. Here and there we observed the cbimneya 
of a chateau peepiug up from among the trees, and 
e the building, antique, quiet, and m 



we drew near the sea, the land assumed a different 
feature, swelling into high downs, and growing barer 

• The mBDulkcture of lice is not, however, of very old aCas^ 
in^ at Bayeux, havixig been firat introduced so lale aa the year 
1740, hy a M. Cleineot, whose niune the ioliabilaiita have graU- 
fiilly preserved from ohIivioD. Before the Rfvolution, aboat 
tbnr thooasnd persona were employed in ihn specita of iDtPB> 
focturr: ; but st present the number is much emaller. ^fbe 
manufacture of pc>tceljun, introduced by M. Lan^lois, a reldtiop 
of M. Givalier, the PrnteaUmt banker of Caen, is likely to prove 
at the highest importance (o the city. This porcelain la hand- 
(ome, and, in general, capable of withstanding the action of 
fire, 90 that it may be employed, aa M. Pluquet obienea, in the 
kitchen, inatctd ttf copper. 

t SeeAppendii, No, IV. 
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toi barer of wood. At lengtb, we caoelit a gUmpw 
tif the bright blue waves between the foldiDgs of two 
hill«, and, in b few mtnates more, the long', lev^ 
moaotonous line of the ocean presented itself. When 
wo drore up to the door of the yilla« inn, the Count 
ie Reredio, whtMU I had met two dayg before at ML 
Lair's at Caen, came out before we could alight, to 
flhahe hands with me, and welcome us to the viUsge. 
" If you are come to eat," says he, " it is unlucky; 
Ibave devoured every thingin the village." — " What I 
have they no bread'?" I inquired. ■■ O, yes!" sud 
he; " tbey have bread and butter, but nothing else." 
— " Never mind," said I, " we return to Bayeux to 
dine;" and, without entering, or saying another wm^ 
I ran down like an idolater to worship Oceanns^ 
who, according to all theogonists, is one of the oldest 
of the gods. 1 had not seen the sea for five months. 
The roar, the foam, the reedessness of its waters, tb« 
maell which the air acquires by blowing over it, the 
rattling of the pebbles, the dancing of the sea-weed 
-an the surf, the wheeling sea-mews, with their white 
iringH twinkling in the evening sun, — all these things, 
common, but not commonplace, inspired me with a 
-delight which every one has felt, but which never 
<Bn bo described. Here I walked to and fro in boyish 
ecstasy, and put my hand into the waves, and tasted 
the water. When the fever of enjoyment had some- 
what abated, I began to observe the features of the 
boene. It was a common fishing village, far from 
every great road, and lying entirely out of the track 
4tf commerce or business. No one, I suppose, evw 
visited it, except for the purpose of seeing the ocean, 
vr perh^s of bathii^ in it. Eleven boats, which I 
saw hauled up on toe beach, and counted, consti- 
tuted the whole navy of Port; and numerous nets 
which appeared U> have seen some serviise, were 
spread upon the pebblea to dry, while othera were i> 
the process of being woven. All the ohemises, petti- 
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ceato, kerchieft, ke. of (lie ladies of Port^ irere Hk^ 
wige spread upon thepeUtlei to di^ during the neM 
day, which ww Sunday, and two or three urcfalM 
were at play io their TiciDity. We obserred a rai^ 
of breakers miming out to a oontiderable dittanoe 
from the shore, and oppomte them was a large boor^ 
on which was an inscription inrorming bathen, that 
at the estremitf of the range, there was a concealed 
precipice in the water twoliuDdred feet deep. But 
Disc or ten feet are as goodae a thousand Fordrowniag 
pnsoDS. Returnitig to the inn, I conversed for tome 
tima with the Count de Beredin, a native of the 
Venetian states, who invited me, when I should 
paas int« Italy, to spend some time with him at his 
Ather'a house, between Ferrara and Venice. He 
ii a fine, intellectual lookiug men, with lai^, hi^h 
forehead, gray eyes, and light hair. I shall be dra- 

S pointed if he does not hereafter distinguish himsdf, 
e bad oome down from Bayeuz to Port on foot to 
see the sea, and we left him setting out on a Bttt)U 
among the rocks. It was «n the road to Port that^ 
in coming down, we had observed a curious exatnple 
of tbegaUuitry of the Nonnane. Two women, a man, 
and a stont lad, were walking along before us. 
Neither the mui nor the lad were laden, but on tb« 
Idt shonlder of the elder of the women was a good 
at*ut pig, which this female Milo held by the fo'^ 
1^, n'hila the animal, who had not the wit to tfaittk 
or biting her ear, was kicking and gqneaking most 
fearfully. The man was walking by her side, talkitw 
widi her very ooolly, — and was perhaps her husband 
— trat did not, as for as we observed, attempt to 
relieve her of her burden. It is true they may have 
been carrying it in turns, and that we may have oveti- 
.taken them when it was the woman's turn; bnt the 
ftir generally labour very much in Normandy, witV 
out, however, appearing to consider it any hardshrp. 
' When we retomed to Bayeux, it ma ^ner tltoet 
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«bA «» jonad tha CAMpMiy aMemU^d «t the bibl*> 
(L'bote. These, we al^rwarcU learned, were »orm 
of the grandeu of the cit^ ; and eert&inlj, if affect)^ 
tloo aiul coDBequaBtial ttir» are mezks of cU^oitf, 1li« 
htfteux ma^atea were at leaat equal to princes. 
The oonveraation turned chiefly npon traTsUiiif, 
Ut«rature, and the fine arts j and tbongb the obger- 
wttiona were neither very new nor very profoand, 
they were delivered and receired with as mach aatia- 
&Gtion fts if they had been orseular. SevenJ of the 

. MHupwiy bad been ia Ilaly, and were tiierefore t« be 
r^wded as Buth«ritie« in all matters of art ; for it 

' ia wM known, that when a man passes threiif;h ■ 
temi in which there are many fine statues and picturesi 
the prininples of art and the rules of critioigm infect 
hiu in the same manner as any other contagions 
.^Atemper. 1 did not joio in the coBTersatioo, not 
beeanae 1 disdained to talk with fops, bnt because 
I was hearse, and feared that the gentlemen might 
also ba musical, and run the risk of being thrown 
into- CMiTulsiens by my inharmonioas notes. Oa 
this account, I followed tbe dictates of PythagoraB, 
and listened submiasiTely to the opinions of the wise. 
The dinner itaelf was remarkably good, and consisted 

. tif seven or eight courses, — soup, beef, fowl, fish, 
mustards, &c. besides the desseit, whidi we could 
not stay to partake of. But the manner of serving 
it up was rough and careless. Having dined, we 
mounted our cabriolet, and dashed away towurds 
Caen. Night soon overtook ua; and darkness had 
no sooner descended upon the earth, than we ob- 
served the singular aversion of the Normans for tha 
night. The roads were as silent and as lonely as if 
they had lain through a deserted country. Not the 
crack of a whip, or tne neigh of a horse, or the roiling 
of a wheel, was beard. The tramp of our own horse 
iUone broke the epelL These people have certainly 

..no relationship to the owl ; and a highwayman, unless 
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lis cbooH to exMoise hia profesnon by iay, mutt b«M 
•CMHi be redoccd to wbmt is Tuls»rty tanned " abort 
cMnmoiu." It wag a cold, bmuaiit night; widtb« 
tew church spires which were visible were finely 
relieved against a iky thickly sprinkled with st*rs. 
Am we passed tbrough a village, or beheld it a little 
to onr right or left, we observed pale streams of light 
thrown across the road, or upon the trees, Irom bed- 
nxHn windows, whence we inferred that the peiMnts 
were of Franklin's opinion, and chose rather to niki 
the tallow-chandler tban allow the morning sunshiae 
to go to waste. As we drew near Caen, f observed 
npou the edge of the horizon that earthly aurora 
b<>reatia whicb the Utnps of a great city prodnce; 
and the appearance, however feeble ii 



called to iny mind that long line »f splendour obaer- 
Table at nignt when the traveller draws near the great 
and glorious capital of England. In another moment 
the wheels of our cabriolet rattled on the pavement | 
and the little jonmey to and from Bayeus, which bad 
given me so much pleasure, might be sud to he at 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



n Clullt~PritoH of Prince Arthur of Bretagnt 
Iff ManHtri—Rocki of Noroa—Exqaiiilt Protpsci—Aoe 
King*9 Printer at FaJaJH — ]II. Oeltron — Public X/ibrary 

— WorJl^oflht Virgin— StJnahaMd Church of GTobmy 

— St Vatfi and hit Mtad— Chnth at St Qtnait — 
I7yji«u o/l&i WoatK — WiiHam tht OMCpttm Jxm ia 
tIM PhuM—BntofthtBaitaTd. 

. Weibtetdajf, April 28. — I had purposely deferred 
Tiaitingp ihe Bocage,* or woody portion of Normwidy, 
until sprinr should have clothed it in all its beautjj 
Belienngp &e proper moment to have now arrired, I 
set out upon tay little tour, and left Caen in tlie 
fUligence about three o'vlottk in the aftemooiii The 
weather ww beautiful, the skj being perfectly cloud- 
leas, the heat greott but bj no means disagreeable) . 

■ The citjr <rf FiUiM H not included in tlw Bocin, the m«t 

eaiteni limiu of which do aot appear [o eiiend much failher in 
thai direction than Cond^ aur rJoireau. I aay appear, because 

The name Socage i> rapidly tilliiu; into desuetude. M. Seeuin, 
the rude biabniu of the diairict, thus tiplaini the arisin S the 
ippellation : — " Li pays ci-devant cdduu aoua ie Dom de Bocaga, 
tire win nom des Immeoaes foreta dont il ^tail pre>i|u' cDtiirement 
couvert, at doat celkt de St Sever, dc Gavral, de Gors, d' AVdeouo, 
el une quantity d'autreabou, demeindreeteudue, annl: deareatea." 
— Ettai nr FHittoiTt d» Fltiduitrit du Socafft en gin^raJ, Je, 
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iMinj tempered bf & fine frnh Imeac IW « 
•bout Caeu I hav« already described bs & vagt undH- 
btiag plain, without intereBt or beauty; lint tb« 
Spring hftd DOW «hed a kind of charm even over tli««e 
-monotonous steppea. The whole plain, as far aa the 
eye could reach, was covered with young corn, inter- 
Rpeiied with patches (rf the colMt, now in fullblotioim; 



and the Tellow flower of this plant, contrasting with 
the trem bright green of the wheat, tad benidia^, 
and quivering in the wind, comnMuioated an iatwwt 



to the landguape, which in other Mamna of the yMT 
It cannot possess. On our right hand, at do: grvttt 
diatance, was the gmall narr»w valley of the t>r(ie, 
which intersects the country in an ahuoat straight 
iJBe firom SMI th to north, and isjuariy the ooJy ^BabBre 
of miety it-bere p o s o e oeca . 

In abont two hours, I olwerved a sensible change 
in the character of the scenery. The land rose k^re 
Mid there into small emineDces, not sufficiently high 
to ba denominated hiU»; and grove8,-and tluobets, 
alkd immense orcbiu^ in fuH blossom, alroady^ be(|Mi 
to praelaim that we were approaching the BoeagB. 
Hy oompaiiions, honest fanners from tji« intnior, 
mturatng borne fromtiie fair ot Caen, were agreeaUe, 
omnmuBwative, and by no means ignorant petsoM, 
wdM explained to me, as we rode along, the prooesa 
•^ mall mil cidep (the vinta^ of Normandy) ; the 
reason why the cider of a particular district is 
■ncrio' to that of others; described th» rao^ of 
Hving io the country ; the state of feeling as respecM 
the goreroment, the laws, taxation, and religion, 
whlcn prevails among the peasantry ; and, generally, 
whatever related to uieir own conoitiott aad mode of 
litis. Their appearaBce, with their Uae smock frooks, 
tanned, complexion, and bushy hair, was rough and 
rude enough ; but their manners were mild and in* 
offensive, and I soon discovered, that a. &w agTeaHa 
words were all-powerful with them. 
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Mtitm^h Uwi B -w twfagwto in tkui)Mtb«f Nai' 
IBMIdf, the trom almig-tbe sidea of Uie tomI w* 
niBneroiu, and not unfrnqnei^j' ealirelf mMk, tfa« 
cfHUitcy for a comideisblc diataace ; b«t tlis glimptn 
of scenery cui^lt through camal breaks, or opaniDg* 
in these (maU strips uf foreet, are S0ni«tune« veiy fioa. 
Hero, aa elsewhere in NormaDdv, the Tillage* on th« 
roadride are exceediogly few, and the eye no wImm 
fods those pretiy cMta^, «ttd mam hxm boinee, 
wMdi conatitnte one of the prinmpal' ehkmm of an 
Bi^^i^ laadsoapeL The connliyi ia weil enltivatM^ 
taetlM dwelling^ of fte evhiralora ereteldon idribl* 
ttt'tbe trareller on the oveat roada. My corapanioMa 
'OOuld' bf no mean* expain to ne the reaaoa of tkb 
phemnttenon ; bnt I suspeet it ia oae of the ctfeota 9t 
the ancient deipatism of France, during th« atny of 
wWch tke peasanta ajwtemUieally kept as br at 
'pMdible from the roada, tosToiil the vex«tioiiB viata 
«f the nobleaae, and the ervatMrsB of the. ptwwvttmtii, 
wbe might be paariflg to and'fro, as is at preaest tin 
MHe in Tui4<ey, and- other despotio oonnbriM of th* 
Bart. 

'' ' A Uttie hetore snnaet, we (Hsoa^Kred HMnt Jol^p, 
vr-Ao jBr^eh0 m DiaiU, on ^M left faaad, butattm 
-greiit a distance fFen theroad toailowof onrjadgtw 
of its picti]t««qae beaoties. This circomatiwae I 
regveC on ny own account, though the nwderwiU 
loae nothing by it, the place having been lately niited 
and deacrihed bv nay frieod Tf£buti«a, of Cagn^ bom 
whMe maaaacrtpt tour I h«r« Beleet«d tb« feU»wi«g 
eloquent paaaage on thia extraordinary ondi i«nHBrti* 
tpet:— 

' «(tetiHkfthawleftiieroadlT«BiCa«Bt«Fabiac< 
wot hr from the viUife of Padgny, is the Bodi «f 
'St Qasatfny or Meunt; Jaly, which ia anqneetienaU^ 
mi^ ef Ae moit MmaricaUe ecene* in HBiuiiMlr. 
91w p4firin< moM of Ai» roek ii the Denl'a Srean, 
— « Ban»in peiAtct ke^Df witlith*'— ' ' 
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•artge eonfi^nntion of thii extraoHnuiy pkee. After 
following for some time the courae of a small mUevi 
we snddenly turn round, and diMover this dusky rock, 
nat in twain trom the base to the snmiait^ and gaping, 
n it were, with its vast open jftws towardg the ^y. 
la looking at this singukr spot, which is really ft 
gnuid and t«rrible object, we are tempted to im^D* 
that Satan aotualij had some hand in its formatioB. 

" Let the reader imagine to himself a long chain 
of lofty rocks, traversiDg a broad and magniliceiit 
ndley, which is abruptly divided in twain by a deep 
duwm, or rather abyss, at the bottom of which a smaU 
rirer rolls along-its troubled waters. From the p«r* 
pendiouUr sides of this abyss project enormoos rockS) 
which appear as if suspended in the air, and threaten 
Crvery moment to roll down into the gulf below. This 
rending of the mountain could only hare been pro- 
duced by one of those tremendous conTnlsions of 
nature which overwhelm and chHUge certain countriea 
of the earth. It is pretended, bat with little proba- 
iHKty, that the vidley which extends towards the 
sooth was fonoerly an immense lake, the waters of 
which, forcing themselves a passage through every 
opposing obstacle, burst upon the mountain, and 
rushed towards the sea on the ninth. Nothing of all 
this mass of waters now remains but the pretty little 
river Ponssendre, which foils, in broken and foaming 
Dascades, over the ledges of rock that form the bottonl 
of the chasm, where it turns two oil mills, the moso- 
tonoHs and echoing sounds of which are the only 
Boisea which disturb this wild solitude. 

" There formerly existed Tarions traditions rebitii^ 
to this extraordinarv and truly infernal scene ; but 
tJley have been gradually efiaced by time from the 
Bemory of the peasantry. At present, if ^ou question 
them respecting tbe origin of ti>e rent in tbe mono- 
tain, they reply, ' Our old men bave always observed 
it preciBely as it H; and aU we know of liie nutlar 
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is, that it is the work of tbe Deril.' It is true, tW 
' K tev of the 'sBcieiitB' of the oonntry will occasiM>- 
ally allude Tavuely to certain combat« whirJi, in old 
times, to<^ puce on this ipot between the Devil and 
St Qumtin, — to the latter of whom a small chapel 
has been erected on the level somtiiit of the rocks. 

" Upon the txtvt of the mountains, on the eastem 
side, a moDument has been «iected, which incresaea 
the effect of the Bavage and picturesque aspect of the 

Ela«e. This is the tomb of Marie Joiie, an actress DO 
ws distinguished for her talent, than for the rectitude 
of her character, who died about the end of the last 
century. The white marble of which this i 



leum is constructed, appears from a distance, among 
thedarkfoUaeeof pines and cypresses which surrouni 
it, like B pale star in a sombre and obscure sky. 



Having climbed to the top of the mountain, ' 
admitted into the tomb through a small iron ^oor, bj[ 
an ignorant cobbler, who lives in a small hut hard by. 
7he monument is of the most elegant woikmanship, 
from tbe chisel of Lesneur, tbe same artist who scu^ 
tured tl)e ornaments of tliat of J. J. Rousseau at 
Enaenonville. On the front is a bas-relief, repre- 
senting Marie JoIie of the size of life, and suppo«^ to 
be an escellent likeness. Tbe tomb stands on the 
«dge of the precipice, from which it is separated only 
by a narrow pathway, which one cannot tread with- 
out a degree of giddiness. M. Dulomboy, in erecting 
this tomb lo the memory of a wife whom he appears 
to have loved with the most enthusiastic passion, has 
been lavish in tumttlnry ornaments. The inscriptions, 
especially, appear to be too numerous, particularly as, 
for the most part, they are filled with a cold and insipid 
sentimcutality. This place once enjoyed a great repur 
tation, but this is now dying away. NeFcrthelees, it 
must always be an object of interest for all kindly and 
susceptible minds." 

After travelling about, another half bow, I discO' 
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itnd, dmrngli the trMg, the tmrm cf At flooieat 
cbar^ «f CWbnjr, and, in a few mtnuUa more, tb» 
donjftn of the UMtle of Falaise, perched upon a lottf- 
reek, and leokrar doHblr vonHuitio in the s»bw -i^HO- 
tMfinp of twili^t The uproach to the ^tj fron 
Caen H thiOQ^ a gmiteel eaborh ; and we BMt MT«nl 
Isdiee andgentlemeD, Cuhioaably drened, laimf the 
<tew upon the read. OoBtaw^ to the geaeral ftu^ 
tiee, the rich inbabitwits of Fahuse have thmr tUIm 
on the readnde ; and these, with their foe iTiamn - 
of ti^M, new pluitatiMie, and gardeiui, giiveanairof 
wealth and Hfe to the landiioape. 

Among my ti«TelliD^ oompanione wasA jolly,Fo<igh> 
hMricfsg citisen of Fakise, who had been at Cmb 
taking: leave of hii brother, a soldier in the anny 
abent to depart for Alters. He was earefol to infom 
me, diat the yonng-nwD had already reached the rank 
of corporal, and geeaned to eipeet that the ^«aeU 
expedition would certainly be faxmnrable to na.pm- 
motiiMi. -A« we were descending the hill towaeds the 
MMient moat of the city, we perceived a >fiBe, Air- 
haired, little boy, about five years oM, travdliiw iqi 
alone to meet ns, and the eyes of the Gorporal'skriH 
ther s|Hu^led with delight at the sight. " It is mv- 
child, sir," said be, " my eldest hof !" and forthwiu 
hegreeted the little nn^in by sooldinff him hetu'tily 
for running so fast, and in a tone whioh he intended 
■honld be very rough, but whidi the hoy interpreted 
lUffRvntly, for he onlysmiled, land faced about aild 
nui like a young hare by the side i^ the diliganq* 
towards the city. 

The moon, which had been vinble for hoars in the 
dcy, had bow completely " gained the u^Mr hand" 
of her brother Phwbos, as our romantic poeti and 
novel writers are pleased to term the sun, and had 
the benonr of lighting the diligence into the 'Ci9i- of 
Falaiae. We alighted opposite the Hdtel da Grand 
Cerf t but as I bad been raconmeuded to that of th« 
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'&nmA Tare, I Tnemded, hy tho ul of 'two Uttiti 
ngg*i gfuAtg, wbnn 1 jriobed 19 in th« straela, ti» 
wwds tbk imBarUitt eiteblMnBent of Gaute-BoAk 



*agg*d jMiides, wbnn 1 jriobed 19 in th« straela, ti» 
wwds tbk imBarUitt eiteblMnBent of Gaute-BoAk 
cdsbrity. I had 'fint, htyirever, to cuooairter the 



icdacitatioas of mmeroBB " e^^uoteytv," soBm of 
wtisro wern «mtiitioLn of dri-riDg me to Pam, othars 
to ViM, others t* Argenton, and others to CeaUt 
bat I made lay egc^e, ss Ulnwi did irom the Krena; 
bf turning a deaf ear to their tenptationg, and, after 
trarcrri^ <»veral rarrow and obscure itreets, ^ri«ed 
at lay hvteL 
Here Iwaa nietatth»do^bfd)e landlord taiaMoif, 
' w^ politely Mrudnoted me into hi« bonae ; wheiice, 
hannrr tasted some of the coffe« and other jw>dthiiif^ 
of Palaise, I so<m wJlied forth again to view the caatle 
sad the city by moonhgfat. As the oastle ooeupiea 
the highest point of the nte of the city, 1 knew tlwt,' 
bj proceeding Bp the first steep street I met, I mnat 



eertoinlj approaf^ it; and therefore I stroUed on, 
withetat asking qaeat»>D8, until I arrired at a tonr 
DBtrow passage between two walls, which speared 



a ctl^■^le•tae. Here I waa KMiipcUed to maka 
use of the fift of ^Kech, by which extraordioarj 
mnws, i discovered that my cml-de^tu: led to the 
c^tateau ; but on coming up to the wall, I foond all 
ingvega pnrfiibtted by irainenBe doers, which were 
OureMlf closed as in time of war. Deseending again 
into the city, I toiA the first street on the right hand, 
wllich wonad ronnd at the foot of the castle wafi*, 
towande the pnblic promenade, and the road to Br*" 
tagne. They who know what eariy hours are observed:' 
by the Normam, will readily imagine how soUtaiy 
were1heBtrseta,in this remoteandnofrequented part 
of the ettv, at sitoh a time of night, it being near 
ten o'otocK. Harii^ passed the great pond, whieh 
lies between the city and the public promenade, a 
|daoe little frmjiteotedjit any time, and which at tiii« 
moMent woidd haTC bswi a jwey to ntter silence but 
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for the o-CMkio^ of the toads, and the sharp, bellJike 
OTT of tbe mimcal frogs, I followed the oourse of the 
mtf, walLg of the cMtle, noir pattially eoTcred with 
ivy, until I arrired at the foot of Talbot's Tower, 
where I paused for eome time, to enjoy the Binj^nlar 
beuity of the scene. Sometbiiur should perhaps be 
allowed for the noyelty, the stUlness, the solitude; 
bat the place and the ruin are naturally picturesqne; 
and now, silvered over by a pure and bruliant moon- 
hght, and contemplated with an euthusiastio eye, they 
appeared to posseM extraordinary beauties. TLn. 
mMsive ruins ofthe donjon, and thelafty round tower, 
whi<A appears perfect from below, perched upon a 
hi^h, ruei^ed cliff; a small stream of water at their 
fiwt, dasDin^ and falling into the ancient moat ; with 
die gray, rugfred, and frowning' rocks of Noron on 
the opposite side of what in the moonlight appeared 
to be an abyss, — all these formed a picture of 
dngular interest, at least to the imagination. The 
fonntains of the city, however osefnl they may be, 
liave a remarkably mean appearance even bv night, 
when roost things look well ; and the church of the 
Trinity, the only iMie I examined by moonlight. 



^peared to be a strneture of no grandeii 
In order to ei " 



)o enjoy, as much as possihle, the view of 
the surroonding country which Talbot's Tower con>- 
mands, I rose nest morning a little after four o'clock, 
■od hastened to the castle. The guide being already 
stimng, 1 entered without loss of time, and requested 
my aDtiquariaD cobbler, who was desirous, in accord- 
ance with the sage advice of Aristotle, to begin at the 
beginning, to skip over all minor objects, and conduct 
me at once to toe tower. The sun, however, had 
(^ready risen, and the most lovely views presented 
themselves to the eye at every turning. Passing on, 
with an indifference which greatly annoyed my con- 
ductor, by chapel, and college, and ruined chamber, 
I at length reached the tower, and ascended.to ita 
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nnnut Thfl bud, as I have obserr«d, had alreadr 
rueo, bnt the sloriei of sunrise had not yet depcrMo. 
The saatem aiy was dowin^ red, while the rest of 
the heaveoa was of a ghtt«riiig' silverj blue, tbe bright 
■MM of which almost made the eyes ache ; and the 
earth, broken and uneqoal, smi covered with verdure, 
was as beautiful as the sky which stretched above it. 
It is next to impossible, however, to enjoy a soeac 
of this kind witb a commonplace guide by one's 
aide; s« I turned my attention to the things cloM 
about me, promising myself somewhat more of pictn- 
reeque pleasure from the rocks of Noren opposite, 
irhither I resolved to be my own guide. The tower* 
ia at [H«sent, as it has been for seven or eight jeazSf 
undergMog repain i and a portion of Ae walls, towards 
the south, is new. The authorities, who have little 
•r no respect for antiquity, d<^ out the mone^ 
HecessaiT, just as Shykiek gave up his claim upon 
AntonioB flesh, — with Serce regret; and I suspect 
the modem part will already be old before th^ WD(^ 
be' finished. One wheel, which was fixed upon tlw 
oentre of the tower, for drawing up stones, &c. fOF 
the repairs, has alri»dy yielded to the attacks of old 
age, and ite rmnains He in veuerable rain near tfa* 
spot where the parapet is hereafter to be ; and tbe 
second wheel, whicn now occupies its place, is, aa 
Gil Bias has it, " no chicken." In a small squan 
enclosnre, directly above the ancient dangeons, which, 
are not now acceasiblA to the pnUio, is a powder 



- lb uM> wiuEuiues been doubted whether tbii building WM 
[MHy erected hy the mafnifieent, bnt croel, Regeat ; but the 
iadmtiioD memrclm of M. Oalenn, luve at leo^ pat in end 
to all DDeert«Dtr, by brinfinf to light the (Ma ol Talbot, 
■Igned by bii own haiid, for the money necemry for the cou- 
■tniction of the tower. This documeat, with otben relaling 
to the ume inlnect, will tie published in a snull work on the 
aotiquitieii of the city, which wu already in the pnn wh» 
I was at Falaine. 
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I BTerf aocient building, aod, 
i, tbu MBOwoed nun is not without it» 
Id. ancient Umea, it ie s&ii), a oeit^ holy 
hermit lived upon the heighta of Noron ; and, gallant 
knights aad hermits being naturallj' fond of each 
ffther's society, a gubteirauean paagare was excavated 
fi^NU the dtmgeoBfi of the castle to the hermitage, by 
which the fool who lived upon one rock visited the 
fool oa the other. From the tower, after vlsitins 
the Bubten^neMD apartments at ite base, we proceeded 
to make the circoit of the dtuijon, commencing with 
the window from whem)e Duke Robert, according 
to tradition, discovered the beauty of the furrier's 
dangbter.^ Thenestthingwevisitedwasthecbamber 
in which the beautiful Arlette, who must, therefore, 
have lived with the duke, gave birth to the hero ol 
Komuutdj, — the man whose name is in everybody's 
tWMthiu the country ; whose actions have conferred 
an interest upon a hundred scenes; who still, by 
drawing strangers to the spot, is the benefactor of 
his native town, which, in spibs of its fair, would be 
tittle visited, were it not for its castle, aod the tkrae, 
oi William the Conqueror, The apartment is small, 
and has apparently been hollowed out of the wall, at 
no very remote period ; hut the guide was positive that 
it was Arlette's chamber, and informed me, that the 
lady's bed stood in a small recess on its southern 
side. In fact, he -was as well acquainted with the 
history of every thing which then took place, as if 



■ See Appendji, No. V. 
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he himself had been jtreaent, ia tike.aharaotra'of Sf 
Slop. 

llie chief tsterest of ibis OMtle consists in its 
pietnraaqae pocdtioo, and the hiatarioal auociations 
ooonected with it; in other reapeots, it: is not veiy 
remarkable. A hundred oaitlee in En^and are of 
snperior ai«hitacture, and in mare, peifeot praserra- 
IdoD ; many are erected on a still better site, afxl 
eommand a more extensire aad beaotifiil prospect s 
but not one of them ha* giv^a birth to so ilhutrionB 
a tyrant. Dr Dibdin, who has the eommendabW 
ambition of wishing to hare an opinion of his own, 
whether right or wrong, attempts to rob tl>e castle 
of this Bonree of interest, b; inainuiitiug, that Iha 
date of its erection is poetenor to the time of William 
by ^ least a century; but M. Galerwt, H^oteopiaion 
is of infiniteljr greater weight, . believes it to ' have 
been erected, in the ninth, or, at latest, in the tenth 
oentnry,* 

From the obimber of Arlette we proceeded to 
another small apartment in the wall, which, aooordiog 
to the hisUniaoe and romancers of the middle ag««) 
and my equally credible rnide, was the prisoD in 
jrhioh young Ailhur of Brittany was confined, by 
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order of hii nnole John. Tt ww here, then, tb»t that 
AinoDii SMoe betveen Hubert and the yoDOg prinott 
took place, which Shakegpeare'A pen has rendered bo 
de«plf pathetic, and maae a thousand times mora 
celeorated tlian the narratiTM of all the historTana 
who ever wrote could have done. The chamber ia 
exceedingly small, and Artlinr, and Hubert, and the 
Msassins mast have been confoundedly cramped for 
room. Howerer, there appears to be no reason what- 
erer for doubting that tlie boy was confined sodi»> 
where in the castle ; and why not beie, as well aa 
any where else F 

On leaving the castle, I obterred a little trut of 
manners which may be worth describing : on going 
towards the cottage of the eiiide, which it was nece>> 
■ary to enter in order to outain change, I found the 
door open, and the lady of the house in her chemise, 
prepariDg to dress. Upon oor entering, she escaped, 
ana bid herself behind the bed, whence, during the 
little dialogue which ensued, she otten put out her 
head, in order to join in the business of the day. I 
cannot conecientionsly say, however, that she was 
either young or pretty. 

From tbe casue I proceeded to the rocks of Noroi^ 
or Mont Mirat. Crossing the small river at tl» 
foot of the castle, I folloved a steep, and somewhat 
vindiDg path ; and, after skirting the base of the 
huge rocks for some time, discovered an opening, bf 
irffich it seemed possible to crawl up to the summit. 
Having reached toe top, and proceeded to the extr^ 
mity of the ridge, I enjoyed one of tbe most delightful 
prospects that can be conceived. On the right hand 
was the road to Brittany, skirted [ly the lofty trees 
which form the public promenade, and running aloi^ 
the base of a green swelling hill, crested nith tuftea 
trees, and afterwards losing itself in thick grov««. 
Directly in front of me was the castle, with its gray 
donjon aiid lof^ tower, throwing its vast shaaovr 
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*vW the stream and vaBej below, and half concealing 
the tall popIarB which shot up from the edge of tba 
riTer, while the upper portion of them was 0OTere4 
with annshtae. On the 1^ was the city of Falaiae,— 
long linee of biuldinga, interspersed with large nuMsea 
of rerdure, and gilded by the momiog sun. Earl^ m 
it still was, the inhabitants were banning: to light 
their fires, and the smoke, ourlinz np from Uiese, wai 
beaten down Kgain by the wind, and spread itself 
like a thin blue haze, over the narrow tittle T^lef 
which sweeps round the foot of the chateaa. Beyond 
the city, on the left, was the load to Caen, and Mont 
Jol^ in the distance ; and, immediately beneath toj^fee^ 
as it were, the beautiful Valdante, with its shining 
stream, and bright green Terdnre, and romantic 
gardens and villas. Behind the castle, and a little to 
the left of it, were the suburb and church of Guibray ; 
and, on all sides, as far as the eye oonld reach, neat 
TJllas, imbosomed in groves, sprinkled the country, 
and shed an air of siugnlar wealth and beauty over 
the landscape. To say every thing in one word, it 
reminded me of some of the scenes I had seen on th« 
banks of the Wey, and in Devonshire. Here, as I 
sat musing among the vast rocks, t heard the cuckoo, 
for the first time this year; while the whole air 
seemed alive with the voices of other birds, — the 
nightingale, the skylark, the linnet, the thrush, and 
the blackbird. At the foot of the hill, on tba 
southern side, was an ancient cottage, the sight of 
which might be of use to a romance writer, at 
it would foruish him with an exact idea of thoaa 
miserable dwellings to which heroes sometimes retira 
for variety, and to give their sage historians an 
Opportunity of being exceedingly cynical or pathettD 
npoQ the vicissitudes of hnman life. It was just fonr 
iralls built, like the Cvclopean cities of old, without 
mortar, but of exceedingly small gray stones, and 
corered with thatch, which, having Men drencfasd 
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Vid rotted by the nuna of winter, wm bow of m 
brownish nre«n colour, mod covered with {ttlcbes of 
HUMS' and lidim. A hole, throngb which, in case of 
eonfl^TBtioii, a, man might creep out, Berred for a 
window; and another hole, (rflBj^erdiiueiiBioiMiWva 
the door. Though Tery hi frtim beii^ of a ^ a«tond 
dispoaitioii, and loiing the society- of mankind beyond 
«Dy thin^ npon earth, I qaitted with regret the 
deligbtful Bcuitude of these rocks, to eiamine the 
curiosities of the city. 

The first persoa on whom I c^ed was M. Br^ 
the king's printer at Falaise, to whom I had a letter 
of introdnction, from a profesgor of the Lyc^ <tf 
Caen. I found the old gentleman confined to his bed 
by the gout, I beliere ; but, although be was tbiu 
prerenled from accompanying me abont the city 
nimself, he bad, heeaid, afriend who would be happy 
to officiate in his stead. This Iriend soon arrived. 
Hid proved to be M. Oaleron, the principal author 
of the " Statistique de rArrondissement de Falaise," 
■ man of talent and learning, and of extremely amiitbte 
and obl^Dg mianaers. He had at that moment a 
small " Guide to Falaise" in the press, and, while he 
looked for an inatuit at a proof, and gave some 
direcliong to tbe prioters, I employed myself in 
examining the mode of woiliiag, &c. The press 
used is the cdd wooden one, trhicn was omployod in 
England before the invention of the Stanhope press ; 
and the ink is distributed with balls, not witn rollers, 
as with ns ; hut the press-work, considering tbe 
roughness of the paper, was not bad, and the com- 
position app>«red to be careful and correct; 

AL Oaleron, who is a barrister, had to make his 
^pearanoe in court at ten o'clock, where he would 
remain for one hour : b^ore and aft«r that, his timet 
he said, was entirely at my disposal. As I had seen 
the castle, the first thing we visited was a little hill 
DO. the road to Erittu^, whence a pecnliarly charming 
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View of the meadows of the Ante, the cMtle, the 
town, the rocks of Noron, fto. is ofataiDed. We 
dkemiraed, as we went alone, on fii<cliitectnre, and 
antiqiiarian literatare, in which, b^ the way, I am 
no oonjurer; and i found that, though a native of 
•Bother part of Nenaaady, my companion bad settled 
at Falaise from a passion for its andqnities. He 
remembered and spoke in the kindest terms of Mr 
Wiffen, who has written a pretty copy of verses, 
entitled, " A Farewell to Normajidy ;" and afterwarda 
shewed me a copy of the tranijlation of Oarcillaso, 
presented to him by the translator. I told him I had 
not the honour of beinjf personally known to Mr. 
Wiffen ; but that, from the tone in which I every 
where found him spoken of, I did not doubt that he 
was no less amiable than be was clever. 

From the environs we very quickly retamed to tlw 
city, in order to pay a visit to the public library, an 
institnticffi which owes its existsnce, I helieve, to the. 
exertions of M. Galeron. The books are arranged, at 
present, in a small apartment of the Hotel de Ville [ 
Wt it is in Goatem[dation to erect or appropriate some 
entire bailding t« the library, which appears to b« 
ezceedin^y well managed. ■ Instead of laying out 
tbeir fnnds in the purchase of rare editions, and curie 
o<» old books, works of undoubted utility, bistoiiea, 
voyages, and travels, and the masterpieces of modem 
literature are bought. The only piece of Inxnry 
which I observed was the great work which Napoleon 
caused to be writt«n on ErtT)t ; but this was presented 
to the Ubrary, upon application, by tiie government. 
Numerous translations from the English, — Shakoi 
speare, Hume, Byron, &c. — adamed the shelves, anA 
appeared to have been much read: a few inferior 



authors, not verj" deserring of being translated, were- ' 
^M> there; bat, in general, the books are well selected, 

Moore is, in (;eneral, a grer' ' '••- --*'■ *'-- 

French, — as nuioh, perhaps, I 



Moore is, in (;eneral, a great tavourit« with the 
h, — as nuioh, perhaps, for his faults u for his 
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. J ; but tbe ttem sinpllcitf of CsKipkeU'i lyrioal 

B'eces is Iwjond their r«Bch: the "PleMnret of 
ope," and " Gertrude of Wyoming," are in nor* 
ftrour. Of Wordsworth, Southey, Coleridge, &c. 
little, in general, is kooirit beyond we names : bataU 
ranks and conditions of men read and admire Sir 
Walter Scott : however, I did not see his noTelsin tbe 
pnblic library of Falaiae. Amonif the most valoable' 
of the few old books, I observed Ducange's Olossary, 
aad Moreri's Bictionary; but the library did not 
postesi a copy of Bayle. Tbe philosopher of Rotter- 
dam is more dreaded than Rousseau or VotUire. Even 
■C Caen vou only find the imperfect edition of th« 
Hiat«rical and Critical IHctiontry. The bof^g of 
tills institution are lent out, like those of a circulatii^ 
library ; and I was informed, that a considerabI» 
number were in constant reading. 

From the public library M. Oaleron took me to hia 
own house, where he presented me with a oopy of 
his works, together with various prints of things and 
places I had seen, or was abont to see. It being near 
ten o'clock, I then set out on my visit to the churches. 
The chuTch of the Trinity, except a single doonvay, 
which is elegant, but of soft and erumbUng stone, m 
a poor structuro, in which there is nothing remai^able, 
■JEcept a few casta of statues of the Vii^n, and two 
angels, who looked verj lively and loving. Southey 
is perfectly right in denomioatiDg Catholicism th» 
Marian TeUgion ; for tbe Virgin is nnquestionably tb« 
great divinity — tbe venerable mother — the CybelA 
of this new modification of Paganism. Every where 
I see people bending, and groaning, and praying, and 
shedding tears, before this idol, which is sometimes 
beautifal, sometimes ugly, according to the ability of 
the idol maker ; but every where as mnch an idol 
as Criahna, or Bhavani, or the Lingam in Hindoalao. 
''itber thero never was such a thing as idolatry, or 
• catitolios are idolaters; for the worship, tlt« 
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"cuibe" wluek th«]ri>Mider the Vir^ and the MutB) 
ia precudf of the same nature u that which ihe 
Hiadocm and other Pagwu offer np to their idols. 

From the church of the Trinity I went to Quibraj, 
the suburb where the f^eat fair, the second in the 
ldii|:dom, is auuiiall^ held. Dr Dibdiu and othen 
dncribe this snbarb as having very much the air of « 
deserted city; the houses being shut up, and the streets 
€mpty ; but this is true only of that particular dan 
of houses which are erected merelj' for the fair : the 
others are inhabited and open all the year round, tilce - 
Other houses and shops. The only business carried 
on here appeared to be wcnnng; for, as I walked 
ala^, I heard a loom at work in ijmoat OTery house. 

TJpon ascending the hill to the church, I found it, 
for ft wonder, free from old women, the class of tbft 
populatioa which seems to have taken exclusive po^ 
session of the churches. There was, in &et, not a 
soul in the building; and. on this account, I entered 
it with more than ordinary pleasure. The silenca 
was broken only by the souud of my own footsteps, 
and the rattling of the casement of the great window! 
(tver the altar, which, notwithstanding that the heat 
of the day was excessive, was strongly shaken by the 
wind. The ornaments of the altar I found to be IQ 
the usual gaudy and tasteless style ; but, in a small 
phapel on the right hand, there was a painting n 
sinnilarly ridiculous, that it may be redded as a 
real curiosity: this was St Denys, or Bionysins, or 
some such person, decapitated, and carrying his head 
in his hands. Numeroos spectators are represented 
running aAer him, and r^arding him with astonish- 
ment — as well they might ; but the saint and his head 
are by no means disturbed, and walk oa as Mendly 
and as oomfortaUy as when they were more nearly 
related, the eyes merely looking a little more sleepy 
than ordinary, Beokford has treated this nibjw^ 



s.io.flr, Google 



17<» ABSUStt PJUNTINO OF 8T DENTS. 

•oaewbat &hmiiy ia the fmitinie«e to his " Me^' 
mirin<tfBxtMordiBiir7nunten,"irherath«gaiiitlMld8 
out Ae serered member at uni' lan^h, and'^peora 
MlMleoMK^kiiownheadiKtliefaoe. Hanjr^erBeiis 
imagiae we do wrong' hi oxcIdA og csrtiiB -creatiofid 
•f Mi from oar ehnrcheB; but uad forbid th«t « 
proUMattt ciinvh sbould ever b« polluted by Bucb 
■beard abominatioBS as this I It is enougb-that tiie 
Mea of 0«d fills our temploB and the spurits of tho 
worshippmflsj prayer and thaaksgiTing and a contrite 
heart, are bcrtter than imag:«« or picturee. Whil« I 
iraa MmtempiMiag this piece of folly, and makin)r a 
»ot« or two in my book, a painter entered with the 
aaeristan, to retoaob eomeAin^ on the other ude ol 
dte «(tar ; and their talking, spittin)f, and noise, ver^ 
qiiickiy caused me to retreat. Abking my escapo 
Amn the interior, I obtained penaisBion to visit the 
oemetery, where I expected to be alone ; bnt I w«s 
disappointed. The gniTedig'gor was there, merrily 
DxeoDtinghia fanetioaa, — a UttleinGrm oldman, who 
appeared likely verysooo to fornix employment to 
his sncoesMr. Two other persons also were in the 
«emetery , cutting the tall rank grass which gnw on 
asd ftbout the gmves, tar their cows,- 1 imajj^ne ; in 
Wder to expedite 'the traDHini^rntionB of matter. from 
(me eiase of animals to another. I bad heard the 
oat^de of the ehurcfa- described as extremely anraent^ 
and it had certainly the appoBraBoe of being so ; but 
tins was its only recommendationt for it was neiAer 
striking nor elegant ■ 

On my return to Falaise, I Titdted the. ohnrch' of 
6t Oerraie, which is a fine struetore, commencvd, it 
is supiMsed, in the time of William the Conqueror, 
and bnished in the ages immediately succeeding. A 
row of small chapels, eighteen in number, runs round 
tiie whole building, the nave and choir of which, 
taken together, ar» about one hundred, and twen^ 
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leet tons'.* Behind Ae altar tttete m, ■> nma^ a 
timp^ -to the Virvin, bdlore -whose statue tiro siimU 
ttf an \rtm bnnuDD'. Being ezceedinglj fiitifBed, 
I Mt down hve rar some time, lookinf Kt tbo 
Vitnn, aai mvrmlinnfr, as men do when they are 
tirad, upon the flight of time, the sueceatien of geD»> 
imtions, and the Tanitf of alt human pursuits, aot 
eren ^ceptin^ tTavelliuff. In the midst of m; pnM 
found medilMioiu, which, ia a more ^owsy person 
might have ended in deep, I wm disturbed hf the 
^trance of an old gendemiB, who, seeiof the tapers 
burning' before the image, and beinf lij no means a 
prodigal idolater, forthwith oommenced a philippic 
against the beadle, and stumped out upon his st^in 
•eardi of the delinqnant, in order to hare the tapers 
exttnguiahed. Pei^ps, however, it was in reali^ t4> 
infonn him that a heretic was in llie ehurch, who 
mwht malieionslj p«date some of the sacred thinga. 
When I had made the tonr of the church, b»oked at 
all the chapels, pictures, images, &o. I went out, and 
CDnud mj- httle old nan stwMping back to the chnrob, 
without the beadle. 

AfWr this I strolled about the tity looking at the 
■hops, the hotels, the foDBtains. the eostvme, and tb« 
featnret of the inhabilanta. Iliere are at present, I 
imagine, verj few beanties like Arietta Varprey at 
Fctlaiae; for, during all my rambles in and abont tha 

Elace,. 1 soaroelj saw cnse pretty woman. Perhaps, 
owerar, it was becanse beauty was a scarce commo- 
dity here, even in those times, that the furrier's 
dai^ter, whom we will imagine to bare been hand- . 
■oDMs captivated tha aoarte mind of the Dnke ; for I 
cannot imagine any cause, which, in so fine a natural 
position, should have prodncsd any iegeneiacji in the 
noman form. 

■ Slatutiqmi rfr rAmmUnrmait dt FiJaitt, p. 3U. I 
mean Frauh fret. The nwum ' " -. — .. i— -». 
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In ratnmiap t«w«rd my hotd I met t1i« boMtt 
dluen with whom I had tnTclled in the diligmic* from 
Caen, and he immedialelj doffed hi* cap uid minted 
me. " Sir,"'Mid he, " I was tfaia moment thinkinv of 
you. I wonder, 1 was jost SBjing to myself, wheuer 
the gentleman with whom I travelled jetterdaj baa 
Men that chnrdi;" pointing to that of St Gnrais. 

* Oh, yes," I replied, " I h*Te seen it" — " Well," «aid 
he, ** and have jou seen the house of Ouillsume f— 
" By Jupiter I" I exclaimed, " I had forgotten it." — 

* What! forgotten the houM of Onillaarae ? Well, 
yon oertainly would not think of leaving Paloiw 
without viaiting the house in which the ConqueroF 
was bom. Win you allow me to conduct yon t» it t" 
I had already aeen one spot on which William waa 
bom, but it did not aigniiy ; a great man might b* 
bom in two placei; or, at all events, there was no 
harm in examiuiiw the two places which laid claim 
to the honour. I^e Falaisian had now another little 
boy with him, and I said I should be obliged if he or 
his little boy would be my euide on this occasion. 
" We will go all together," saia be ; " I have been tha« 
a thousand timet." So, without more words, we 
proceeded to the scene of Arlette's and Dr Dibdin'a 
Umdts, where the former, according to one tradition, 
brought forth a hero, by Uie help of the lage-femmt s 
and where the latter, with the aid of soap and a 
•crabbing brush, brought out the features cu a man 
from a coat of dirt and lime. Over the door was this 
inscription; — " Bouse of William the Conqueror;" 
and immediately following, the enooun^ng words — 
■■ Richard donne & boire et & manger." In other 
words, it was a cabaret.* 

Oa entering, I found M. Richard, the man who 

* Odiuvt x> nid M be a eom^imd of the wonia eob, Oltiii 
(ir head, «ad orMu, thi genibTe <A orHi, ■ run, becum 
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** gave to eat and drink," labonrug liard at mme 
oiQinaiy operation hy the fireside, and, after hearing 
the historical proof that William waa bom io that 
house, which simply amounted to this, that from time 
immemcHul some people had been accostomed to sajr 
so, while, at it was easy to see, the house was very 
andent,* and had l&ive fire^laws, we monnted the 
staircase to see the effigies or the Conqueror. When 
we had ascended nearij- to the top of the fir«t flight, 
we discovered the &ce of a atatae peeping out, like 
that of a man in the pillory, from tne brick and 
mortar, which we were desired to be oomplaisant 
enotwh to take for an exact likeness of Williun, — in 
which case Matilda must have had a very ugly hn^ 
baud, for the nose is that of a Calmnck Tartar, and 
the other features are not greatly better. The bust, 
I dare say, is ancient, bnt I know bo more reasim 
why it should be taken for the son of Ariette than 
for Tmu Thumb, or Blue Beard, or Jaek the Giant 
Killer, or any other hero of that stamp. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

DrparlvTi from FiJaiit — Scmeiy — Xhuidical JUimittiuHtf 

— Trailing Companions — Ortal Pelitir^iHU — Arrieal at 

. Atftmlan—" Pitp o' Dajf" Hatd — A Fanuir Partjf-^ 

StrtOaandlloiaaafArgentiat— The Ckarcka—^nciait 
■ Toatr—I^t<iTesi>nWkiU]aagK—AI,iteraryQvack^ 
The Malatf Lajigaage — Road to Seez^ Splendid Cathe^ 
dral—Honcsl Landlord — Hittary of Two EagKih HBhrdi 
oMdAtiTMimey^-ChaThtU Oarday — ArrivaiatAlenfoit, 

'■ Hatino Beta erery thinrwfaich apfiMVAd to po«> 
MM anj' intw«8t for me at FalaiRe, I aet oat eariy in 
Ae afternooii for Aiventan. Tha road, which lira at 



Talleys, or rather niTin«B, whkh interMot theuDdo- 
lating plain, and g-enerally contain a clear pore streain, 
and a aocceBBion of stntul groves in their boBoro. A 
few leagues beyond Falaise, we parsed some large 
stones standing npright, like those of Stonehenge, on 
a wide ^lain, on oht leA^ which are aiipposed by the 
antJqiMTians of the country to be Druidical ; * and 



" Dnidiul n , . . 

put of France. The Abbj Maut, in apciking of a very re- 
nurlcoble one which cxxun la Brittuiff abserveB, — -^'Cebesu 
peulvanr ou pilier aacr^j est aitai en la pajoiBse de CaHantin, aa 
milieu d'un va^te chmnp, qu'tl dotuiue arec majeat^ D'abnrd 
simple type de rStre biut pninant <fai, comrae nne colonne 
unnpeiue, sautient aeul le poidi de runiTera, il Suit par deveniT 
I'abiet direct du culte idolatri^oe da habitana de la coDtrie. II 
eat d'un aeul bloc, d^un grajn tr^s-durj mala que lea denCa 
ac^r^ du teuipB out n^anmoini r^unai k £cailler en quelquee 
(odroila, et d'oa poids pi^m^ de 211,752 Uvres. Sa fbnne, 
brute Qnniae tonqu^ fut tir^ de la carri^re, eaC a peu prb py^a- 
raidale ; et uoui Ini aioni troayt 29 pieda de hauteur visible, aur 
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«b«rtlf afterwards, «lM«rTed on Ae saiae side o/ tbe 
mad, a gray rodcj promontoF}', higher, perhaps, than 
that of Noroii, ov«rlooki]i§: » gniaU d«JI, thick with 
trees. A» we ^proach Argejitan, the country rises 
into hills, not round and pointed, but in long ridges, 
like the swcUa of thu ocean. In tlie distance, towards 
Alen^on, a vast ridge, apparently covered with dark 
foresU, swept round like a haU' moon, with » very 
aombre and tartnddin^ appearance. 

Hf cofflpmioos this daj were bv na meang 40 
agreeable as those with whom I baA travelled from. 
CaeB ; two of then especially, a rogviah lo^unff 
fellow, who had the appearance of being a pedlar, ana 
a &rmer from the neighborhood of Aleayon, who 
had served as a soldier unden Nanoleon. These pooe 
Callows, imagining it woidd greatly annc^ me,. omuaedl 
tbemaelves for sume lime in railing against the EngUshi' 
ipsiating upon it t* eaeh other, that it was .a nter* 
piece of ^ood luck for Bt^land tJiat the EiuMMtr. did. 
not persist .in his deaigu m subduing it. Luce many 
h<Hie8t pwple in our own country, who ihave a, 
knowledge of tb« science of politics by instinct, tbey 
speared to themselvcB — whicb. was eil, that was 
necessary — to comprehend iiio«t perfectly the publio 
interwt of every country in £im^, and spoke like 



r-. — " iiummo decertsre detent Btudio epuupi, et 1 
i, ut arbutet diemonibus cooascntB, qnu «ii%ii» co 

amputareg radicitus eicindantur atque coinbur: 
I ^uoquF, quoB, in ruinoais locis et eylvegtribuB, dnr 
ihonibus deer--- •- - ->-■--—- . - 



raDt, fonditBfi. e&duiktaT, Atqqe ia tali looo p 
s cnltdribui a ' ' 
H iiu p. 607. 



DUnqnuii s cnlloribiu euia iaveoiii pHtiut."- 
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prop^tB of what ma to tuApm. I rwily b«li«Te, 
ttat, lutd it been required of them, they could have 
A>retoM all the great events that are to ^ect Europe 
to Uie end of the wt^ld. It was a small vehicle, like 
a CBbriidet, the onlj one which traTels by day on 
that road, and we all sat leather, — to that I lost 
nothing of the wisdom which was uttered. At length, 
however, observing that the postilion looked very 
grave, and more than once desired them to be silen^ 
■apposing I should be offended, I asked him, if he, 
too, were a pcditician, and deep in the secrets of the 
different govemments of Enrope. The yoang man 
miled, and replied, with a shmg of the shoolderar 
** Ma foi, Don, monsieorl" Our statesmen, obser- 
ving that their political knowledge was treated with 
oontempt and derision, now turned their conversa- 
tion into another channel, and b^an to talk of the 
[Rices of bntter and egg9, and of the fair of Caen, 
—matters upon which utey did not speak amiss ; aa 
true is that opinion of Socrates, that men ore always 
sloqnent upon subjects with which they are ao- 
qnainted. As I love exceedingly to converse with 



Ben, when they do not attempt to mystify either 
themselves or me, I now sustained my share of tha 
dialogue, which wa* ooudncted with ven- great de- 
«mun. In the course of the afternoon I coDtrive^ 
by uttering a sharp invective against those EngJisb- 
men who abuse foreign nations withont kDowinr 
sny thing about tbem, to cause it to be understood, 
that I looked with inefbhle Hi^ililii upon their opinions 
uf England and Englishmen ; and I added, that in 
Fnmce the most learned and enlightened were alwan 
the most ready to acknowledge the virtue and the 
neatness of England, while it was left to the ignorant; 
the groTelllng, and the base-minded, to rau at its 



people and institutions. As I did all this with > 
smiung countenance and friendly tone, the men seemed 
to feel titat they had been wrong; at all events they 
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(&A Dot persist in ttieir oflfenBi<ra language. To me 
penMiaUT tbej- behaved from befiDmng to end with 
.great politetieaa ; and, when ndling mt my country, 
thn^ were talking at me, not to me. 
■ We reached Aj^ntan a little before sbt o'cloi^. 
The Tebicle stopped at the HStd du Point du Jour, 
fcept b J a M. Durand, Aither to the young inan who 
hai been our " condncteur" from Falaise. Here, 
while they were getting ready my coffee, I walked 
in the garden, whflre there was a small lamily party 
very cnriousiy employed. Two young ladies, a 
geatletnED abont My, whom I took to be theirikther, 
a girl abont twelve years old, and a little boy about 
four or five, were amusing themselves with' roHing 
walnuts over a sloping board i the one wfaose nut 
rolled farthest upon the path g&ining the whole. The 
boy was pretty, and accustomed to strangers, and I 
took him up in my arms to kiss him ; bat his breath 
smelled so strongly of brandy that I could scarcely 
endure him near me. While tJte group were busy it 
play, one of those small animals, I imagine, which 
are so nnmerons in many French inns, and which 
take such strange liberties with the hnman body^ 
suddenly hit one of the ladies above the knee, and, 
exactly as if she had been alone, she commenced, 
without the slightest hesitation, a regular search 
after the delinquent. This tittie aeetdent happened 
twice, and twice the economy of the petticoats waa 
disturbed. 

Aft«r supper, as the Normans term their afternoon 
meal, I went out to see the town. The streets of 
Argentan are broad and clean, and the houses built 
of stone, and in a very tasteAil and superior manner. 
The people, likewise, are generaUy well dressed, and 
look altogether as if fortune sometimes passed through 
the town. Walking through several streets, observing 
Ihe shops and the costiime of the inhabitants, I at 
length arrived at die littie ohmeh ef Bt Martiu, wbitili 
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1- «Btere<)> The funiitarB of one catholic Dhuroh 
ito MVeral so much regembles that of &DOtber, that 
littU or Bothiiw need be s«id of it, when the thing 
has once been ^scribed. The only things worth)' of 
notiGe, wbioh 1 saw here, were the painted windows, 
tlie colours of which were most brilliant and beauti- 
iiiL Id {(aiug fnon this church to that of St Germain, 
I observed aiower of antique and singular appearauce, 
Ctanding near the centre of a large space, enclosed 
within high walls. Upon intpiiry, I found that this 
tower originally formed a portion of the fortifications 
of the city ; bnt is at present uaed as a military prison, 
whm -there are any soldiers at Argentan. It may 
be about sixty feet high, has low projecting battle- 
ments, and a painted Chinese roof, extremely common 
in Normandy, rising at least fifteen feet above th« 
walls. 

The church of St Germain, a large and superb 
Oothic structure, with fine massive pillars, and 
[tamted windows, I found, as usual, in possession of 
« posse of old women, one of whom was dumb, and 
went about rattling the chairs, and making that 
strange noise which aecompaaies the efforts which 
dumb persons sometimes make at speaking. The 
rich Ughts of sunset streaming in through the tall 
windows nearly at the top of the building, and foiling 
in fflowins' masses upon some portions of the nave 
■ua the choir, communicated to the scene a more 
than ordinan' poetical character, and, but for the 
presence of the worshippers of the Virgin, the place 
would have t^peared a real temple of God. 

At the break&st table, neit morning, I discovered 
who the party were whom I had seen the evening 
before in the garden ; the gentleman, as be informed 
ns, was a M. Levesc^ue, sou to the translator of 
Thuoydidesy and the historian of Russia, and himself 
a» author. He was, he said, about to publish a 
His twy of Secret Societies, sui^ as the Free Masons, 



tlt« Assaciliis of Srria and Fenia, the Carbonari of 
Itelf, and the White Water Lily of China, &c and 
aeem«d to expect considerable profit, and some fame, 



«aaid know anj thing oarticular about the society, 
Aud, if be were, how he could divulge it ? The 
«xpre«aion of countenance which accompanied hia 
reply was exactly that which, I imagine, sat npoa 
the &ce of Square in Tom Jones, when he was 
■T^ing with Thwackum upon " the eternal fitness of 
things." " Sir," said he, " 1 divulge nothing. I 
merdy give an account of how, and when, and where, 
the aociety b^an ; what ceremonies are practised at 
its meetings, &c. But for the secret — ah hah I ma 
foi, I take good care not to divulge that !" He then 
informed us. that he was travelling through the 
whole of France, lecturing on " White Magic y' that 
he had bean at Caen ; tiiat he was now lecturing at 
Argentan, where, it seems, the authorities, captivated 
by his wisdom, shewed him an attention " toute 
jmrticuli^re." On a small scale, he might be supposed 
to represent the famous Hippias of £lis, with whose 
joumeyiugs and lecturings Plato makes himself and 
bis readers so merry, and whom " the authorities" of 
Sparta treated witn an attentioB no less particular 
than that which the good people in office at Caen 
and Argentan bestowed upon M. Levesque. He 
told us, that at Caen he had " astonished the natives," 
by speaking English, and German, and Malay, to 
them. At the words *' English," and " Malay," I 
began to prick up my eara a little, in the hope that 
I had found an universal scholar, who could speak 
to me in my own language, and converse upon Hin* 
doostau. Alas j I was disappointed. His whole 
stock of English consisted in some half dozen words, 
which were so mispronounced, that, although God, aa 
Saucbo »ays, might know what he meaat by tliem, it 
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, and he replied, 
i was the langna^ 
of Calcutta, Poudiobany, &c. I ventured 14> su^eet 
that the natiTes of Calcutts and PoDdicheir; wer« 
not Mala;H,aad that Iliad heard from certain EngUsb- 
■aen, who had been ia that remote part of the world, 
(which they teem to forget i» a British p-oTince,) 
that at Calcutta people «prak Hindoostanny. Nothing 
of the M>rt lie had b«en in the East, and knevr 
all about it. This heing the case, I began to men- 
tiOB two OF diree little odda and enda which I had 
icked tip in my reading respecting India ; bat I soon 
.jnnd that, like t^ prop&eU of Mahommedanigm, 
H. Levesque was no fHend to dialectics, and Referred 






docility to areujnentatioo. The awkward n: 
which he elnded my questions, howerer, hai 

e auapiciona of tiii other hearers, wba began t 



drop away, one after anotiier ; and I am ooutiDced 
that his audience that evening, at his lecture oa 
" White Magic," was thinner than it would have beea 
if he had never mentioned the aslucky lan^iuages of 
England and the Malay peninnila. The little flea- 
bnnting lady was, I now found, the wife of the 
magician, and a native of Geneva; and one might, I 
think, discover from her manner, that if her busbutd 
bad been at least ten yean younger, and a little 
handsomer, she wouldnot on that account have found 
&ult with the dispensations of Providence. 

The break&st at the table d'hote at Argentan, as 
at every other place where I stopped, was of exactly 
the same nature as their dinners ; that is, aoup, fish, 
meat of different kinds, t^gga, salad, and a deesert, 
with cider : no potatoes, or any other vegetable but 
ai^rt^Hs, at any meaL The bread was good, but 
made up into long loaves, like a huge Bologna 
sausage, as if it were sold, like silk or etd)c«, by the 



3EEZ. 181 

Fk»ii AiventeD I set out, abont eleven o'clock, for 
Alen^on. The oonntiy contioned to be of Dearly the 
Mme character as that we had passed on the prece- 
ding day, except that there was more irood and greater 
ioeqnality of snHiice. We never entered any forest, 
however, or saw any of those gigantic tree* so fre- 
quently met with in England ; all was upon a smaS 
■caie, — the bees, the streams, and the hilts. Apple 
■ad pear trees in blossom were every where visible, 
so that every step we took made it evident why cider 
is so cheap in Normandy. After travelling for some 
hours, we discovered, in the distance, the lofty apires 
of the cathedral chnrch of 8eez, and, on drawioe 
nearer the town, observed the vsst structure, called 
the seminary, whence swarms of yonng priests an- 
aually pour themselves forth upon the country. 

The diligence, I learned, was to stop at least an 
hour At Seez, so that I hadsnfficient timetoesamine 
the cathedral and the town. The latter, however, 
ipay be despatched with a few words ; It is a smaU 

Elace, not disagreeably situated, or ill built, where a 
ou8« large enoogh for a moderately sized family, 
may be had for ftum eig^t to twelve pounds a-year, 
unfomished. Provisions of every kind are said to be 
e(|iially cheap ; and, ^m the complexion of the inha* 
bitants, I should judge it cannot be an unhealthy 
residence. A good education may also, it is said, be 
obtained here ; bat this I doubt, as the higher ranks 
of the popuUtiou send their sons to the college at 
AlenpoD. The cathedral is a vast end splendid e£fic^ 
in a very chaste Gothic style, the choir being singil- 
Inly b«uitifiil, and the spires of the most light and 
gracefiil oonstniiAion. The windows, moreover, are 
pnnted in the richest manner. The bishop's palace, 
which Ihad been informed was worth seeing, is merely 
a large modem house, with wings, with an extenuve 
garden in front, which, on the present occanon, was 
■wtrmti with olothes like a washerwoman's. A middle- 
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ng^m8D,wlio, TiFSstoid, wm thebigbop's secntsij, 
jna walking aboat in his black toutane, giving dire6- 
tions to the gardenerg, and enjoying the fresh air. At 
a short distance to tbe south was * lai^e gray stmc- 
tore, which, at first an abbey, had recently been ctm- 
verted into a mauutactoir ; bat the manubctiirert 
had had no better luck tfuui the monks, and mme 
short time ago had b«en compelled to retire from 
business. I walked down to it, with the design of 
looking at the interior ; but, though deserted and 
desolate, it was still shut up, and no porter was to 
be foand at the door. 

Returning to the inn, I consoled myself, for my 
disappointment, with Burgundy, and by coaTersing 
with the landlord on the prices of honses, provision^ 
&c. He told me, that, about four years ago, tw« 
English gentlemen arrived fa^tber at Seez, ri«h 
milords, who Ufed in great style, and spent a vast 
deal of money. They stayed four days, when one of 



gme, the chambermaid went up, according to custom, 
to see if he had foi^tten any little trifle, to make 
the beds, &c. and, in examining the drawers of a table 
or escrutoire, found the sum of three thousand francs 
in gold. The important intelligence was forthwith 
communicated by the honest wench to the landlord, 
md, by the equally honest landlord to the remainins 
milord, who reoeived the money, in order, as he said, 
to return it to his friend ; gave a note of acknowledg- 
ment for it to the landlord, and went ont to take a 
walk, as usual, about the town. Meanwhile the gen- 
tleman, who had left behind the money, dtscorered 
his loss, turned about his horse's head, and returned 
in all haste to the city. Most men are brisk when 

K'.ng in search of a sum of money wbich they have 
t, especially if, as may have been the case in this 
instance, it happens to be all they have. The gentle- 
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nan' spmred and whipped, and in all probabilitj, 
swore a little, and at Ieng:th arrived at 8eei ; bw, 
iinlnclcilj for my story, the friend was as honest as 
either the chambermaid or the landlord, and, seeing 
the money loser driving into the town with despair in 
bia looks, " Cheer up, my rood fellow," said ha, 
" here's your money I" and forthwith the parse waa 
restored to its lawful owner. A reward of twenty 
francs was given to the chambermaid, and tbe Una- 
lord was toM tbat a paragraph, narrating the cirounh- 
Stance, should be inserted in the English papers; 
" but," said the landlord, " althoagph I hare regu- 
larly inquired of every Englishman, who has stepped 
at my honse, respecting the paragraph, 1 have never 
heard any tidings of it from that day to this 1 " The 
paragraph, however, may have been printed, reprinted, 
and repeated a thoosaad times, without coming to 
the knowledge of the few Englishmen who stop at 
6eez. In order to pay that gentleman's ddit to H. 
Boissiere, landlord of La Crosse, I have told the story 
here, where, perhaps, it may have no better chanoe 
rf coming to the knowledge of the parties concerned. 
At St Satumin, a smaU village near Seez, is the 
honse in which the celebrated Charlotte Corday was 
born, in 1766. Thia extraordinary woman, who cer- 
tainly deserves to he regarded amon? the most rlorious 
of patriots, whether ancient or modem, was by birth 
ft lady, tbongb she rose superior to the prejudices 
which usually beset persons of her condition ; and, 
instead of dissipating her time in those frivolous 
omnsements, and still more frivolous studies, which 
Generally conanme away the Uves of women, she 
devoted herself to high mascnline studies, preferrii^ 
historians and philosophers to the romances of Mnrt- 
Tanz and Crebillon, the reading of which, upon a 
sofit, constituted the paradise of onr effeminate Gray.* 

• See Appendix, No. VL 
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H«re, while the aboTe story wm tellitig, we- hwl a 
(rood smart shower ; but it soon cleared up a little, and 
Were was no more raia during the day. The clouds, 
however, bang dark and heavy over the countiy, 
and threw their vast shadows, like patches of prenut- 
tiir« night, upon the landscape. To mend the matter, 
tbere was not a soul in the diligence but myself and' 
the condncteur, who was too hoarse to speak ; so 
that I mas left entirely to my own meditations, and 
the toothach, which hi^pened on that day to be 
particularly active. 

It was nearly eight o'clock when we arrived at 
Alenfon, where I pitched my tent For the night, at 
the " Alaure," the hotel where the diligence from 
Ai^utan stops. The moon was this evening too 
mnch obecurnl by clouds to allow of my seeing any 
thing of the city by its assistance; so, after supper, 
being disposed to be quite as ahy as the moon, 1 went 
to bed, determined, with God's blessing, to make uso 
of the morrow's sun instead. 



CHAPTER XV. 



Market-plata and Chnrcha of Alttifmi — Jtf. Goqaaatt, 
editor of VoUaire'i Worlu _ Or^Md Lttttra of VtUatm. 

— Anecdidt of Ovelot—" Eciata flafaau "— Enmrom. 
of Alensot— Cotton MonufaCoHes — Champ d^ Sol. Ihd 
Place of Exf cation — The Public Slaaqhtsrhmae _ Jioust 
of the Baron ntegemttes ~ Hditrt, Ph-e du Chane — 
iOutle of tit Duke ofAknfOH—AneakiteofZoiiitXl^ 

— Pmrukmattof cm AdtiUerer — Palace of Jmtict— -Com 
Jfaritl — Thiatre — CoSegt — Public Library — Portrait 
of JlabelaU — Panoramic Vitw — Dianumd rf Aleagoa. 



Ai five o'clock in the morning, I was " in harness," 
as Shakespeare says, and as busy as a spy in ei^amiu' 
ing the physiogrnoutf of Alen^on. The weather. 
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uoluckily, was not suclt u Bbontd have u«k«red in 
" the May," being somevhat oYercast, and cold ; but 
there was no roin. I had introduotioas to two geiH 
tlemen of the city, irom M. Richomme of the Lfc^ 
of Caen, aod M, Oaleron of Falaise ; but, aa it wai 
as jet too earljr to call upon them, I made the but 
of mj way to the principal oburcb. Thia, althoo^ 
there were fine painted windows, was alloffetber & 
very poor affaii ; but, early aa it was, the uiil^ng' 
was filled with womea — market-women, I imagine, 
and other country wenches, come to pray to the 
Virrin for cuBtomers. 

There are several markeUpUces at Alen^n, aa at 
Caea ; and one of them, where game, poultry, rege- 
t^lee, &C. are sold, is the area before the principal 
church. Here the various articles are ranged in long 
lines, like streets, not promiscuoasly, bnt separately, 
the one consisting of game and poultry, the other of 
vegetables, &c; and a painted board, stuck upon, a 
pole at the end of the market-ptace next the street^ 
informs you what is to be found in each row. 

Though it was still somewhat early for paying 
visits, I ventured to call upon M. Clogenson, one irf 
the principal judges of the department, and titular 
librarian of the city. He had not yet risen, but sent 
down word that he would be with me in a moment 
Meanwhile, instead of sitting down in the parlour, I 
walked out into his elegant gardens, which are laid 
out in the French style, and, Bke the greater number 
of gardens in Normandy, filled with themost beantiftil 
tuhps, which were now oorered with dew, and bt^n* 
uing to open to the warmth of the momiiw. Here I 
was presently joined by the owner, a tall fine man, of 
polished and degant manners, with whom, in half a 
minute, one may he perfectly at one's ease. We both 
apologised, — I for calling at so unaeasooable an hovi; 
and he for not being up, — and then began to oouverse 
oa the oligect of my nnt to Aleofon. 
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He imniedistflly uhI he would Uke me round t]i« 
dff himMlf, and ahew me every thing in it which 
oould be thought to poeseM uiy interest for a stmnger ; 
hat first we adjourned to his own privBte library, 
where he posBessed several curiosities of a literary 
kind. Of these, the most remarkable were several 
anginal letters of Volture, in his own handwriting ; 
ft portrait of the philoeonher, on the back of a watch, 
necut«d for himself, and supposed to be an estremetj 
OCaot likeness ; a strip of crimson damask, torn from 
the fautenil which he used at the chateau of Prangius 
in Switzerland; and news — taken by Madame Clo- 
gensou, a woman of taste and abihty — of his Tsrious 
rMidences. These views are to be litb<^<Taphed by 
the lady herself, who has been at the pains to learn 
die process expressly for this purpose, and are in- 
tended to illustrate a work on the Travels of Voltaire, 
iriiich M. ClogeuBon has long been preparing for 
publication. The letters are to be published in that 
■operb edition of the philosopher's works upon which 
M. Clogenson, and several other literary men, havo 
long been engaged. In running through two or three 
of these letters, which, though written when the 
author had reached a very advanced age, are in a 
■tronr, bold, masculine hand, I observed two or tiiree 
palpable errors in orthography, which must, I imagine, 
nave been the effect of affectation ; for example 
" Chretien" was written " Cretien," and " feit" 
" 6dtte," whieh no one can suppose could be front 
ignorance. On this subject M. Clogenson told me an 
■neodote, which may, perhaps, be very well known ; 
bnt, as it was new to me, it may also be new to many 
others. Some person, who was no admirer ot the 
great sophist, ooe day remarkini; to Duclos, secretary 
ta the academv, that, although Voltaire had wit, and 
g«Diu*, and all that, he was ignorant of orthoersphy. 
" Ah, ma foi," exclaimed Duijos, " tant pu poor 
I'orthogrsphie ! V He thought, that if it. were fte 
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4iiestMii which mmt (fire w»j, Voltaire orthe Vnueb 
bofiu^, the latter would have the worst of it ; and 
he was perfectlj' right ; for, althoug'h all Voltaire's ii>- 
noTations hare not jet been adopted, his example has 
wrought a verj remarkable change in the mode of 
spelling many French \rtaia. In most of these 
letters the celebrated phnse, " Ecrasez I'lnfiune," 
which has been Terj differently' interpreted by dif- 
ferent persons, occurs. The Abbe Barrael, and othen 
ot that stamp, will have it, that, hj *■ I'ln&me," 
Christiaoitj is meant; but M. Clc^enson, and most 
persons of sense and moderstion in the present day, 
nnderstand by it nothing more than " superstition" 
or " bigotry." 

" Wto sliatl deiade, when doctors diMgree 7 " 

The phrase is there, in all the letters, I beliere ; but 
it is not for me to decide what was (ueant by it, 
tiongh I hope the charitable interpretation is the 
trne one. At all events, it can do no harm to be 
diari table. 

When we had looked over these matters, and 
AaXteA a while about Voltaire, Bolingbroke, Pope, 
Unme, and Rousseau, we began to turn onr thoughts 
to the antiquities and cnrioeities of the city, — a much 
less delightml subject than literatore, but more ger- 
mane to tbe ol^ect of my tour. After takinr a peep 
•t the various churches, not one of which has any 
thing in it, so ftr as I could see, in the least worthy 
tt notice, we crossed the Sarthe by the new bridge. 
Mid took a turn in the suburbs on the road to Mamers 
Hid Belleeme. Here the forests, which appeared to 
fly before me, as the false waters of the desert fly 
before the travellers in Arabia, again appeared in tb« 
distance, covering the bills, and sweeping, in a dark^ 
deep line, like a crescent, round half the horiion. At 
t^ foot of these forest hills were several cbBteanz, 
sarnnmded by tree«, which todced well at a distance; 
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and, my oompuiioD assnred ne, would app«ar otill' 
better on a nearer approach. They beloi^ed to hia 



npe. 



aonal friends. In ^e immediate oat«kirt« of 



the citj are sereral new houaei, snrroaDded bj gar- 
dens, which reminded me a good deal of the A^ha 
oottagee in the neig-hboiu^ood of the Segent Park. In 
fitct, on all sides, I saw [troofs that Alenpon is a 
floDrishingandin]|iroTingcit]r; and, the donds hariiif 
now b*ea swept away bj a fresh wind, the ata 
poured his warm morning rays upon the scene, and 
threw M much brilliancy and beauty on every thing 
around, that it appeared to the greatest possible 
adranta^ 

In this quarter of the city are two great cottota 
manufactories, the larger d which beutngg to M. 
Mercier, the liberal representative of the departe- 
meut de la Sarthe, in tb» Chamber, of Deputies, and 
father-in-law to M. Gi^eoson. This we visited, and 
examiaedminutely'; but the process ef^inning, wind- 
ing, weavingi.&c. being as nearly as possible the same 
as in England, it is unnecessary to describe it The 
■team engine was nadsr the direction of a ONrnan, 
who put me veir much in mind of some of those 
worshippers of Vulcan whom 1 had seen in the 
printing-ofGce of Mr Bensley in Bolt Court. Foot 
hundred persons Ore employed in this establishment, 
which occupies what was formerly a convent, bother 
with several new constructions which have been 
added to the building. In the yard near the gateway, 
I saw an ancient tomb, with the fonn of a cross 
scnlptnred on it, in the pavenent; but it has beai 
considerably worn by the active steps of the sona 
and daugbtara of industir. 

In returning from this point of the city towards 
the interior, we crossed the andent bridge over the 
Sarthe, upon the middle of whidi yon may stand with 
one foot in Mayeune and the other io Normandy. 
Prom thence we proceeded to the " Champ du Bm," 
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die spot «Bon wfaieh Henij V. of England «iHMaped 
when besiepag Alfiopon, and where at present the 
public exeontions take place. I law, on the MnUi 
aide of this field of death, the fire bnad gtones nptm 
which the frame ef the gailletine stands when tb« 
kw is taking vengeanoe lor crimes ; and certainlf I 
did not feel Tery comfortable in looking' apoa the 
Unck monld which had so often been dreBched with 
blood. The place is mrronnded with home*, «nd, 
as, exeootions ap^ew not to be nnfreqaent, the inha- 
tntants hare ample opportunities of familiarizlBg> 
tJMiBselreB with the idea of death. 

The portion of Alenpon, in which the most anrient 
and cnrions honses are found, lies in a low, marshy 
tonoTje of land, between the rivers Sarthe and Briante, 
which have their confluence here. In this quarter of 
the dtf, also, there are several towerg, gateways, and 
Other remains of the old fortifications of the place, 
which an antiqnarj would be delighted to describe. 
Id a portion of the ancient moat, nesr the principal 
gateway, is the slaughterhouse, which difiiises around 
4 stentm by no means inferio* in pungency, I should 
diink, to that which ascended trwa the lake of Arer* 
nnB ; for, although it might not perhaps suffocate 
the birds which might be disposed to nj over it, I 
should regard snch birds as would come nearer to 
the place than they oould beJy, as animals of yery 
bad taste. It appe«rs, however, that tb« euthoritiM 
have had their nostrils offended by this infernal' 
savour; for it is in contemplation t« remove the 
nuisance, and erect a proper oMrtfoM, — which would 
be oonfwring a real benefit upon this handMme and 
agreeable city. 

In strolliiw throng the town, we passed by the 
house in which the celebrated Desgenettes, the 
physician who accompanied Napoleon to £gypt and 
Syria, was bom |* and entered that in which Hebert, 

" The foUowing account of Vslai^, auother ce!ebr»t«i dtiien 
of Aleof on, ia from the peo of a contemporary Frenck ■utlmr : 



IVO HEBBRT, PKHB OV CHISSB. 

tke &Bioii« Pire da Chetne, & nun aa noioriom for 
evil, as the former for jfood qualities, c«me iat« the 
world. Hebert'B sister is Btili living; but eke no 
looker oocupiet the house in whioh the revolutioDArr 
diief And she passed thrir childhood. We also saw 
llie iBodest dwelliof of Sant& Roaa, the SpaniA 
^triot, duriag his stay at Aleofon, where General 
Torrijos, now living at Brampton, likewise spent 
SOiiietirae,previous tohisirriralinEngtand. Gleneial 
Bouoel inhabits a verj elegant mansion in this cityt 
and General Cavalier, who commanded the regiment 
of the dromedaries, in E^ypt? and waa, if I remember 

" Valui n^ ■ Aieatoa, \e 23 JsDTier, 1731, fut DDnuni i h 
prnque uoaaimit^ dei ^lecteura du D^parUmeat de rOrne, 
deputS i, la ConventioQ Nutignale. II y forma uoe liaiBon ttraits 
STec lea miMnbrea lea p1ii« distioga^i de cette d^utation de ta 
Oinmde, dont il devut putager I'infbrtime, et qu*ont rendu n 
diTBTvement c^L^brea taut de talena, de vertuA, d^vrrearfl, jam 
intrepidity u h^roique, et im fin u fuuesle. II debuta daua cetta 
saaemblrc par une accusation lihimea'ix cUQtrt; la. cDoiraune ik 
Paris, Bur ta^uelle il rejetoit toute la rcspansibilil^ du msssacn 
dat priaoua. Maia ce fut enrtont il la a^ancv du 30 Mai, en 
lie dtciaivc qni rit tomber Ja Oimtdt aoua In coon 



du Jaoatuniame, que Valuf deploya rin^raulable fermetS 

imis, fiit bientfit clouff^ 
le bordp des petltionosii 



nobJe audace dont la nature lavoit douc. Maia ea voii g^&- 
liuai que celles de cea amis, fiit bientfit clouff^ ; et dei k 
, sur U d=mj - 



,- __i fiit 

decrftte, ITec ceUea dea autrea Qinmdina. Valai^futdu nombn 
dea prOKrita qui ae reaignfrrent an coup qui lea frappait ; c 
d'alTer Boulever lea depaiton" "' ■ '" 



depaitfuientf, 
a propre querelle, 



oulj^ea. Au 
da couleur, Im i 
qo*!! lenait achi torn tet vttenau." 
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rightly, taken prisoner b^ %r Robert Wilson, oconpiM 
MI el^Qt rilM in the vidnitj. 

Having sufiSeientlj examined these smaUer matters, 
we repaired to the castle, formerlj the residence of 
the Dukes of Aleu^n, and now rapidly nndereoing 
repairs and additions, in order to be trausformea into 
the public prison for the department. The highest 
and most ancient of the towers is already the abode 
of criminals, and, while I was at Alenfon, conttuned 
two capital offenders, who had received sentence 
of death ; the one for catting and maiming his wiCe^ 
the other for arson ; but it was suspected that tlM 
latter had been found guilty upon insufficient eTidenoa, , 
Except the above-mentioned tower, and a small 
portion of the iagade, the castle is not ancient, haviiig 
been in a great measure destroyed in 1565, by order 
of Henry IV. Louis XI. narrowly escaped death on 
paying a visit to the Duke of Alen^on, at this castUi 
He was entering at the head of his suite through tbe 
principal door, when a large stone, detached from the 
battlements by a pi^e who happened to bo then) 
^ying with a girl, fell immediately in front of him. 
The tyrant saw that he had been within an inch of 
the grave ; but, being unable to punish the ^ontb for 
what he was compelled to consider an accident, he 
pretended to discover in it a miraculous iDt«rfereDae 
of Providence, and, taking up the stone with mnuli 
M^earance of piety, carried it in procession to Uannt 
8t Michael beyond Avranches. 

In another totver of this castle, the sito of which 
is now occupied by the Palace of Justice, a gentia- 
man, who had injured one of the Dukes in the most 
flagrant manner, was compelled to expiate his offeno 
by perpetual imprisonment, alter having been reduced 
by the enraged husband to the condition of Origen 
and Peter Abelard. What became of the Duchess I 
know not, bnt in all probability she was compelled 
to retire to a convent, where she could associate with 
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bdiM*ftir'A« iBoct pnl u chnste u faendf. Itaiigfit 
perhaps be beneficial to paUicmm^inFrsnoe wec« 
the ' law to adi^ the idea «f the Duke of Aienpm, 
bdIcm indeed it ahoirid be feared that the wh(ri« 
conntry would bj this meaoa be entirely dopi^iitat«d. 
' The ereat banquetiag roean of t^ oaetle wbi bm^ 
aatil within the lut two jean, ss » hidl of jnttioei 
and, M we passed through it, M. Clogenton pointed 
ovt to me the place where the jadge used to sit while 
paaaing- nentence, the position occupied by the advw- 
(Mtei and the jarj, and tlie seat whwe manybnndred 
•rimioalB had stood to hear thedr doMH. They wiQ 
in ftiture be confined here, and condemned next door; 
The roof of the ca«tle, which ctKomands a fine view 
of the city, is composed of large slabs of Alenfoa 
grtHnte, which, altfaongh recently pat on, is alreBdy 
oovered with moes ^d tichea, and has conseijiientfy 
an ancient appearance. Here we foond two oU 
rastv oannons, one of which had been atCeaqtted to 
be thrust down through the openings of the botUeu 
meniB, through whicn I myself narrowly asciqmd 

The lUace of Jnstioe and the Hdtel de ViUe an 
krffe modem stractures in a respectable stvle of 
archhectore. The pillars of the portico of the fomer 
lav of grourte, and of the Doric order, aid reiaariiafale 
for the vast blocks of which they are eoBposed, 
^e interior of tha bmldiug is tastefully and eoo- 
veniently laid ont. The oom muket is a larga 
orcular bmilding in a heavy style of arctutecture, 
pbuD on the outside, bnt enclosing a ^"E^ anea, 
aronnd whii^ runs a broad piaaaalike that of Conn* 
Garden, but oonsidenbly lower. In the eenire the 
peasants bai^in witli each other, sub di»o, in fine 
weather ; hut, when it rains, they retire ander eovn, 

" WTiere Normans meet IJonnBne, and cieat in the dark. " 

From the market we went to the theatre, a neat 
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f ^ hMt oglit hBBd>«d 
it bMB judged ommshj, aomnunod*- 
ck gMkto- niuaber ot^t Imt* 1i««ii 
ecntriTcd ; bat it wm thoiwfat, periwps r^btl/, thU 
AUsfon wtMold never b« likely to possess a lug«r 
man of play-K***"^ '^^^ bozfe are de^^tlj fitttrd 
np, and, vieired frDm the Btag«, hare a very cDeerfbl 
■ppearanoe. The r*-- ■•"■ ■ • ■ .» . 

nuchineiy of the tb 
in food condition. The CaK de U Comedie adjoii^ 
ing is a TBT7 pretty Mtablishment, — the beet of the 
Idnd, I imagine, ia all Aleu^n ; and the little MtloooB 
trfthe theatre itself are eztremelj neat and taateAil. 

The next place we visited was the collie, a lane 
and important establiibmeut, situated npon the bantcB 
of the Briant^, and in the immediate Tidnity of the 
caatle, the battlements of which are visible irom the 
priDcipal court. Here, among the usoal l»«nohw of 
iDstructian, the English language is taught ; and 
though, of the three hundred and fiftj boys who are 
here etbicated, few perhaps acquire our language, I 
conversed with one youth, a reUtion of M. Clogeuson, 
who spoke it with considerable oorreotneu. Great 
attention utpears to be bestowed in this college, •• 
well as at the Ljc4e at Caen, upon the art of deeiglk, 
and 1 saw several little pieces executed by the pupilt 
with much neatness and ability. EdncatioB ii to bt 
obtained at a cheap rate at Alen90ii, the whole annual 
expense of a youth at this eatablishment aot exceed 
ing £24, — a sum leM by one-third than a ttmilw 
education would cost at Caen. The college at present 
is under the direction (rf M, Frimy. 

The public library, which occupies a part of the 
-ancient church of the Jeanits, conusta chiefly of 
modem books. Here, at at Falaise, they have a 
copy of the great woHc on Egypt, which appears to 
be a grmt deal mare admired than read ; and a very 
•ingiuar «diti«i of Ln Fontaine'i FahUii, illustrated 
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wi& wood-cnte by Ooddwd, • natire of Alenfon. 
Tb« greatest cnritwitj in th« libnry, however, i*« 
MS. of the History of the Normans, by Orlmmi 
VitalM, of very ancient date, bat imperfect, both at 
the commencement and the end. Dr IMbdio should 
have KOne on a pilsrimag-e to this mannsoript, as it 
would have afforded him an excellent opportunity ot 
being eloquent and pathetic on the shape of th« 
initial letters, and the injuiy which mice or monki 
have inflicted upon us. There is likewise aaother 
manuscript, which antiquarians regard with a len 



frofound reverence, containtU); a " History of the 
'opes," a " HistotT of the Longobards," and other 
Talaable matters ofthat sort; and yet there ai 



persons who prefer them to Thucydidee or Taratna. 
Jut one visits public libraries chiefly to look at the 
outside of books, the ta«k is soon finished, and Mher 
things quickly come in for their share of attentkn. 
The walls are lined with very exquisite carving, inthe 
highest state of preservation ; and there are severri 

Krtraits, of which the only ooe I regarded with but 
^e of interest, was that of Francis Rabehis. I 
am afraid it is not a good likeness, as I could Bead 
in it nothing of that laughing, gabbling, drinking, 
thoughtless genius which gave birth to Pantagrael 
•od Graodgousier. Barry Cornwall, with whom I 
agree in setting a sinj;ularly high value upon por^ails, 
oould have made nothing of this : it was that of a 
hard-featured, snubby-nosed, uncMumunicative old 
dOg, who never could conceive the pretty etymology 
of the aacient name of Paris, or calculate the ells M 
drugget which went to the making of Oaragantiw's 
inexpressibles. 

Leaving this mock Rabelais to the spiders, if thej 
have any taste for bad portraits, we ascended the 
tower, and, on reaching the sDramit, enjoyed an 
extensive and superb view of Alen^n,and its environa. 
The first Qbject nbicb eanght my eye wb« Lomayv 
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ike TiUa of that celebrated Marshal de MatigBO^ 
who, at the period of the massacre of St BaTtholemew, 
»BTed the lives of the proteatants of thia citv. To the 
orders he receired from the court to cut the throatt 
of thosE imfortucmte people, he replied, that he wbb a 
-soldier, not an executioner ; and exercised his autho- 
rity in protecting them from their persecutor. For 
this, his name is dear to humanity. The villa is at 
present the property of M. Mercier, whom I have 
ktready mentioned so frequently. Other Tillas, but 
of lets historical interest, studded the plain, through 
which the Sarthe and the Briante flowed in maaj 
windings i while the roads to Brittany, to Mamera 
and Belesone, to Caen and Mans, intersected the 
landscape, now losing themselves in small woods, and 
'Oow emerging from them. 

In the granite quarries of the neighbourhood, a 
qiedes of crystal is found, to which the name at the 
" Alcn^n diamond" has been given. This substance 
■parities beautifully, especially after a smart shower, 
in the gravel of the public walks, and in the walls <A 
tiie houses ; and, when found of a certain sixe, is set 
in pins and brooches, like a precious stone. At my 
departure, M. Gogenson presented me with a verj 
henntifiil specimen of this diamond, cut for a un, 
which I trust I shall long preserve, as a memorial tf 
^en$<m and the giver. 
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JOURNEY TO DOMIBONT. 



CHAPTEB XVI. 



_ j( Aim de C^rmonl—Stnery— Small Btautiful 
VaUtg^Pri « PaO, a tnoB Tern in Maytn«t~ Cattlt 
Fair— Tit PhantomHaTa—ATriadatDomfront-- " Tht 
City of Miafartmtt"— Genera} Dtnfnni of the InhabilaMtt 
— NaOiingii, Eat~M. HanaTd—Oathof MoBlgomatti 
— StdittTTantan Conttmctioiu — Dtteeiattd CAnnA — Pit- 



I BBT out in the diligence for Domfront about 
eleven o'clock, with lettere of introduction from M. 
Clogenson, who came through the rain to see me get 
«nt. My oompanionB were a priest, travelling from 
Haf«UD« to hiH parish, and a commercitd trayeller 
from Paris. I nave frequently seen it remarked 
by English travellers, that the French are always 
■mmediatelv at their ease with each other in a sts^e 
CMcb, while our own countrymen are said to ait 
■ilent and sulky, nnlesa drawn ont, as it were, by 
foroe. My own experience does not warrant me in 
saying any thing of the kind. The French are very 

XeaUe companions on b. journey ; but tliey very 
1 reqnire to be drawn out, as well a; the English; 
and I have known three of them sit together, for five 
leagues, almost without speaking a word. I purposely 
left them to themselves, to see what they would do, 
though I knew it would not fanve been difficult to 
settbeir tongues in motion, by afew adroit questiona. 
Another error which, I tbinl^ onr countrymen some- 
times foil into, is supposing the French excessively 
aelfish and mean in tneir intercourse with strangers. 
I have not found them so, — 1 mean the better lart 
of them ; the low Konnan villagers are overreacnixy 
and avaridoua enough. 
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' To retDm to mj oompanions, however. On mj 
rtttit hand sat the priest, with hia triai^le hat, and in 
foil canonicals. He was a short, jolly4ookiD^ peiBOB, 
with a homelj-, but agreeable, cast of conntenanoe, 
and an ejre which expressed frankneM and food 
nature. On the other side was the Parisian tiar^er, 
— a tall,'iiinscDlar tnaa, with a laushin^ efe, and a 
most commnDicatiye look. Thev had traTelied all 
tiie way from Majenne tocher, but they made room 
fbr me between them ; and, for a few minutes after 
my entry, were silent. As I hate to be placed in 
juxtaposition with a man, however, without knowings 
of whatstuffheis made, I soon began to ask qnestious, 
to make remarks npon the counby, the city we had 
jnst lef^ the city towards which we were goiof, &c; 
and, in a short time, we appeared to understand each 
other, and were npon the best footing in the world. 
The road lay at first thronrh a plain country, though 
there were hills at a little distance, on both sides, 
and particularly towards the right, where the most 
remarkable eminence in Normandy, the Butte dt 
Chaumont, of a blunt, conical form, towered to a 
oonsiderable height. On our left, and beneath our 
feet, was the rich soil of Mayenne, which, ag we 
advanced, swelled into beautiful hill*, covered with 
bright green woods, and separated by valleys, whidi 
spread, and narrowed, and divided themselves into 
tffanchei, in the most fantastic and picturesque 
manner. We at lenslh came np to the course of the 
Mayenne, along which the road for some time lay, 
Aow .commanding a view of its glittering waters m 
the woody valley below, and now making a sudden 
tnm, and hiding it trom our eves. It was some- 
where on this part of our roaa that I beheld the 
most lovely spot I have yet seen out of England. It 
was such a Uttle valley as the superstitions of old 
times appropriated to the fairies. The upper part 
was B small reuod basin, green as the fresh young 
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fptgg t)l gpriiig could make it, and nriakled with tfa« 
•arlf wild flowers of the rear, in all their beauty aod 
fragrance. Gmall apreadins^ trees, interspened with 
•ipens and poplars, whose leaves twinklea in the sun, 
dnstered toother, as it were, in small tiift», dotted 
its surAte ; and the turf, like the *■ green, smooth- 
■haven lawn, " of Milton, sloped down, with inexpres- 
sible BoftnesB, to the Bilver waters of the Majenne. 
Words, however, can give but a taint idea of a scene 
like this ; and even the pencil, powerful as it is in re- 
prodncingf the glories of the earth, would foil t« cateh 
idl the cbarms of the spot, which partly arose out 
«f accessories — remotenees from faiunan dwellings, 
and the songs of the birds, and the perfiimed breath 
of ^ring, which filled the bosom with delight, and 
thriUed like a magic inflaence throngh the frame. 
The poBtiliou, as if chained by the force of beanty, 
■topped for a moment ; and my companions, wh<) 
4^eared to be any thing but disciples of Dr 8)^fazi 
exclaimed simnltaDeonfdy — " My God, how beattH* 
fiUI" 

On HTTivinr at Pr^ en 1^1, a small town in 
Hayenne, welost our priest, who was cw6 of that 
place. The streets were filled with immense drove* 
of cattle, broaeht, for the greater pftrl, from Brittany, 
and purchssed here by dealers from Caen, Alenfouj 
and other dties of Normandy. 1 know not whether 
there were any Britons among the chapmen, but 
certainly the Hayenne peasants, wbo were here in 
great numbers, worded the most stiiking contrast 
to those of Normandy that can possibly be imagined. 
These poor fellows, brown, nitnered, and dwarfed, 
to all appearance, by starvation, wear enormous 
slouched hats, like the mountaineers of Spain, Ioom 
trousers, uoming half way down the leg, and shorti 
brown sailor's jackets, between which and the nppM* 
part of the trousers, a Urge portion of the shirt is 
visible. The greater number of then bsA b«c<nn 
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^eniriBreI]r grav'tieaded, and wore meh enorauju 
vhiakerd, that their dimiDDtiTe features were com- 
fkitely nuuked, and it speared BstoniBhing that nature 
■bould have attached 80 ingignifluaat a visage to so 
portly a beard. 

Aa the diliffence remained here an hour, I believe^ 
there was plenty of time for looking about us ; so tha 
Parisia]) traveller — whose name I dow knew as well 
«s Sancho did that of Dapple— and myself beto^ 
ourselreB to the church and the cattle market, the 
auly things at Pr^ which wpeared to be particularly 
worthy of notice — after tne whiskers of its male 
iuhaiutants. The church is a Beat modern structure, 
somewhat large, perhaps, for the town, and filled, 
tike conntry churches in Eue-laDd, with large oaken 
pews, of very comfortable ana respectable appearance. 
Upon dsBceuding the hill lo . the cattle market, we 
found that the husiQess of the day was nearly over, 
though a few peasants, aad what seemed to be the 
Boosts of some forty or fifty old cows and horses still 
kugered upon the spot One poor fellow, who had 
an animal which he would &in have called a horsOf 
for sale, particularly excited my compassion. He 
wjH himself tall, lean, and lank ; and hii little white 
ooorser, which speared, like its master, to have kept 
Lent far too conscientiously, stood by his side, a butt to 
the inhuman jokes of two or three pretended buyers. 
" What do you ask for your beast?" said one of 
these rascals, with a knowing ^d. " Thirty-six 
franca," replied the peasant. "Don't yon think," 
intjuired the other, " you 'iiUKht venture to take 
tlurtv-five ?" — " Perhaps I might," replied the mash 
" if it were offered me. — " Get on his back," said 
•Bother, " just to see whether it really be able to 
bsar the weight of a man ; for I have very strong 
doubts of it" — " Ay, do," added a third ; " but take 
csre it does not drop in two." The peasant put hit 
beast ia a proper position for mounting i but, whan 
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Im trwd to put Us leg: «T«r it, the feeUe mbb^ 
ttamend ftnd MTe wi^, and woald bare f«U«a to tli« 
mi& if tb« deMon had been peraisted in. The bnjera 
now poured in Ueir jokea thicker and hater, ehoutad 
oat, *' thirty-fiTe frtuics ! " Uoghed, winked, nodded, 
and, at length, drore tha man from the grauiid with 



Frmn this town w« proceeded, through a thickly 
wooded and pictaresqne conntry, towarda Demfron^ 
where we arriTcd about half an hoor after **iiMtl 
Sy the help of a letter from M. Oogeneon, I di*- 
covered the best anbeige in the place, the UeUl d« 
Bretagnej but anpper waa OTer, and the deril, I 
think, had )>een in the larder, for thev inibmied 
w that they had nothing in the hotue but a pwoa. 
of a cold leg of mntton, which had been served 
np that day for dinner. Though banger, aecordi^ 
to the oM prOTerb, ie the bMt sauce, it wag not 
pangent enoogh, on this occasion, to reconcile m to 
Norman cold mntton ; ao, desiring than to provide 
lis any thiog ebe they pleaied by our return, w« 
went out to visit the donjon of the famona old oaatla 
of Mootgommeri, by the light of the moon. 

There is an old saying current respectiDg Dcn>-> 
front, which should make persona, who have any 
^preh«isionB of a halter, chary of risitiiig it ; — 



But M. Caillebotte, the merchant-histMian of tho 
city, infomiB ns, that he could never succeed in dt»* 
eorering the origin of this proverb, which, therefore, 
like many other traditions, we mnat leave with the 
mists of time abont it. Another perticnlarresneetiin 
this ancient town i*, that its inhabitants are all doK^ 
rendered so by the everiasting din of the hamnera of 
tike caldron-makers and smiths, by whom it is obiafly 
peopled. When a strange peasant arrives beit^ it m 
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m wbutAmg joke to send bim to bawl at ths d»or of 
a Maith's shop, as Matheirs did at the vatehniBii't 
box, "What's o'clock?" when the emwed VnlcaoH, 
imaginiDg their anricalar infirniity is made the snbject 
<rf sport, fli^ their hammers at him, and he is lack j 
if be escape with an nnbrolcen head. When we 
wriTed, the fires of the smithies had grown dim, and 
tbe eolio only, as it were, of the infernal hajnnKnng, 
which tortures those who have ears hy daj, wad 
heard. The streets are stoep and narrow, aii the 
houses high; so that the moon, however well disposed 
towards ns, coold do little for oar asaistance, until 
we issued out upon the ancient nunparts of the eity, 
tt the foot of the gray mins of the castle. Frcoa 
hence we had a boundless riew over the circumjacemt 
plain. Tbe last glimmer of sunset had not ret disap- 
peared in the west, and the motmlieht, min^Bg' wiui 
die rMsaiader of day, was aufficientlv brilliant to 
■Sow ns to enjey the prospect. Windme round, at' 
the foot of the donJMi, 1 observed tbe base of tbe 
Mcieait walljOnd ronains of several towers, crnmbling 
to decay, bat partly- concealu^ their old ag«, Uhe »,■ 
laureate bard, beneath the crowns of ivy which shaded 

Retumii^ to tbe Hdtel de Bretafue, we feoarf 
that dinner was still a mile off; but the Maritorais 
of this Qnizotio castle informed as, that, in the mean- 
while, we might, if we pleased, amuse ourselves with 
a bottle of Burgnndy, which she brought to us with 
her own fair bauds. At length the dinner arrived, — 
kmb catlete, bread, and asparagus from Granville, on 
tbe coast. Potatoes th^e were none in Dom&mit. 
Soup, ako, that nevei^-liilin^ ingredient of a French 
dinner, mad* its appearance; but it would bare 
burdened no nata'a conscience to have eaten it ns 
Lent, fmr th«a« was nothing in it but sorrel and batter. 
However, bunger and the Bu^uudy made the whole 
Tarjr tslsnbli. After this important aflair waa stov 
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w»1»«g*a to make inquirica mpccting our <lOTmit«riM» 
and found, to our aatonUfaHient, th»t tfaere wu bat 
oae, and tbat a quarter of a mile from the onbeive,. 
It being a still nizht, tbe wencb took a lighted candle 
in her band, and marched before us towardg oor 
qnarterg, which we found to be in a half-rained honse, 
dismal as a prison. Here, however, having, at all 
e*ent8, a bed apiece, we resolved to repoBe aar. 
" wearied virt&e," like Milton's devils, ul» -thnr 
&H; and, in a short time, were fast asleep, in the 
' City of Misfortune." 

My oompantoo was a sonnd sleeper, for, thoog^K 
the natives were stirring before cookcrowing, he oon- 
tinaed to slumber like an opium eater. About seTen 
o'clock, I left him to his dreams, and went oat to 
rooonnoitre the Castle of Mootginnmefi. M. Hamard, 
the g«ntleman to tvhom I had carried a letter of 
introductioo from M Clt^enson, I found at home, «a 
Wta naturally to be expected, so early in the nMraiw*. 
He was a barrister, a man of literaiy taste, SM, 
what was more, an enlightened liberal, and a I'i'ert-. 
Mbnirer of England and her institutions. He had' 
mojected a rural excursion on that day with hia; 
ttrother, bat very readily put it off, to conduct mo. 
itOBsd the city and its environs. After breaklaatiB|t 
with him and Madame Hamard, a lady of the.BoDMei,' 
orRussel, ftmily, we tot^ our way towards the castle.' 
The renuiios of the donjon are merely a thick, gray 
wall, about forty feet high, taced with small stones,' 
which are imbedded in mortar scarcely less hard than 
tkemadves, as tbe barbarians, who have eadearoarad' 
to loosen these stones, in order, perhaps, to erect a 
l^-ety with them, have fonnd, to the ooaC of their 
Bttttocks uid pickazcB. There are no means by which 
to ascend to uie t^^ of this wall at pveaent ; but, it 
a small flight of steps were earried to tbe top of it, 
a* it might, with very little eipcme, thonnDda of 
penona w<mld visit t^miront, were.it latMiy/te 
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Mljojr OB* of t^ BMt oxtenaiTe and «iip«rb TMlrs ia 
Noraudj. Hkm ruins stand npon much kftHar 
rodca thm thtme of Falaite, thonxfa, in other respeoti, 
dw positioiu are HimiUr. At toe foot of the roclu 
ma* the small river VarennM, dashing down rapidlj 
through its channel, and fiillinr, with considerabb 
■Mse, OTW Tarions iedgea, of different heights. The 
ooBTBe of the Ant^ is from south to nortn ; that of 
the Vareanea the contrary. On the opposite side of 
the atrean, rises a rodcj promontorj, Btrikii^>)r 
resembling the heights of Noron, thongh somewhat 
■tore sange in it* aspect, and siurouiided by leu 
Innriont vegetation. On the northern side of tho 
OMtle, beneath the wall t^ a private garden, 1 aaw 
the RBtranoe to the vast subterraneaa conatructieni, 
which, according to tradition, descended beneath the 
bed of the river, and, piercing the bowels of tha 
oppoaite monntains, opened to the day among the 
r«cky chasms whitdi still yawn there, *ad give « 
land of probability to the legend. By this exit, the 
ffUTiaOB, when pressed to extremity, conld escape by 
nigkt, together with those gentle <uuues who, in the 
times of chivalry, were the never-tailing oorapanions 
of knights and squires. These military crypts, how- 
erw, we were not permitted to enter; for, although 
the proprietor was present, and utpareatly disposed 
to be obliging, he made some silly excuse for not 
■ending for the key, being more desirous that we 
■heuld admire his young peas, and artichoke plants, 
than the castle vaults. This was the first time I 
enooHntered an incivility of this kind in Normandy, 
where, in geB«al, every person, ^ove the lowest, 
is complaisant to strangers ; but Domiront is seldom 
visited by travellers, althengh its historical impmtance, 
Knd the singular beaaty of its position, would well 
repay a journey of a few lesgnes. 

^ '■ ■ ■ ■ 'iL ^ , 

croBsiug a firail 
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m>o40B Iwldce, ire orept np betwem t)i«M rodMj 
mrtil we rsacMd a gmall cavern, inhabited, in fennr 
tiowa, hj a sacoMsian of bermita, irbose lank bodi«« 
Ibinid their waj throogh an opemnf throi^ which 
k moAerate-iiied man ooold not, bj any meana, 
MUMM himself. The last of these wretofaes, bwrioff 
Violated a youn^ woman of Domfrent, was ponmel 
io hia retreat in this cavern, when, wiien he oo^ 
■ot be reached br those who were in aearoh of him, 
he wM shot, and left, I suppose, to be deronred hj 
the wolTeH. 

Following, for a short way, the course of the 
stream, we came to the ancient church, now eoii> 
Verted into a wood-house, and rapidly falling to decay. 
The rain and snow of winter faaTC found their way 
through the roof; the walls are covered with gre«B 
damp ; the ancient nide frescos of the cbapels haT« 
KOuldered away; the effiviei of the founder, albeil 
ID solid stone, has been flung into a small chapel, 
■nd drfaced and mutilated. The altar, however, stiU 
spears to be regarded as holy, for its tawdry oma* 
BMnts remain, and a few small wax tapers, half burned, 
are thrown upon it, by the devotion of the peasants.* 
I abhor to see any building, where Ood has he«ii 
worshipped, however ignorantly, tlina deserted Mtd 
pro&ied, and I went away meluioboly from the spot, 
to examine the remaining seoulsi ruins, and the 
modem cbnreh of Domfront. 

' This church, erected in 1742-49, by the cur^ and 
inbabitants of the town, contains nothing remarkable, 
except a vast picture of the Crucifixion, some of the 
groapa of which are not destitute of merit Its clock 

ii de Hmn, 1749, «i tronn dau U cbap^e de> 

' Eette ^liae, un tresor quB la AsgUis y avaienl 
, .., _Q 1460, ill ibandoQnerent le pays. Onscservit 
ds bffiuh et de cheyaui pour I'anacher de In fetre." Caillebolte, 
Hilt, de Domfront, p. 69. What could be the Ddture of this 
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tower was 8hatt«r«d bj li^tnin; in 1606. A little 
to the east of the chnrch, is a portion of the uident 
tity walk, io which is a tower, commanding an almost 
panoramic Tiew of the town &nd its esTirons. The 
«oiuitzT on the side of Conde and Vire, is a euccestion 
of Bmall hills and narrow valleys ; towards MayeDn«, 
• vast extent of forest ; and, on the road to Mortain 
and Avranches, more broken, woody, and full of 
Streams, than in any other direction. 

Tbtans is very little life in Doufrwt. With th« 
exopption of the Sub-prefecture and the tiendarmerie, 
which are Ifirge, ratner than handsome, buildings, 
there is no appearance of improTement or increase. 
The population is nearly at a stand-still, having 
incressed only fifty-eight m one hundred and fifteen 
years. The streets are narrow and dirty, the house* 
«id and usly, and an air of poverty reigns throughout. 
The «ir, howev^ is said to be healthy, though Ter]i 
few persona reftch the age of one hundred tliere, — a 
thinjT not uncommon in some parts of France. The 
poHtioa is too exposed for persons with delicate 
WgB. Provisions m« cheap, and house rent is 
exceedingly moderate. It would, therefore, be • 
good ^ace for thoae who visit the Continent for th* 
sake of economy ; though other places, with mora 
advantages, are witiiin a ehort distance, — such n 
UOTtaiu and Avranches. 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

Ail PMic Vehide—Btpart rm Horubadi, wilk a CkU^ 
Afwgh tlu Wbodi— Bvning of VillmM— Dangff •< 
jiiT*tt~JIIoHiiiH—HHti ofMadamt Mipnou—Stiad to 
Avranctiti — Tii Abbe Coupon — Superb Scenery — Cha. 
racter of mv Companion^ CosvertaUon cm I/iletatvn and 

■ Politici — French and Engliih Aathori — Arrival at 
Acnuielut. 

As no diligence leaves Dontfrant for onj ci^ bst 
Alenpon, I wia compelled to hire a horse for Mortaint 
and M. HolMd, the commercial traveller, moviiif in 
the game direction, tmik hor«e also, and accompanied 
tte on my way. The young man, who was to bring 
back the horses, served us for a gaide ; and, for soum 
leagues, a guide was no less necessarj here than in the 
heart of Africa, for there were scores of litde a«H> 
roads, with few or no passengers on them ; so that «M 
might loae his way every half-hour. To add tA.tlM 
comfort of horse travellers, these roads seemed to bM« 
been the scene of the war of the giants against bcnrenf 
vast stones and fragments of rock being strewed over 
them in all directions, between which the little wUta 
charger upon which 1 was mounted, picked his way 
with as much difficulty as he could have encoonterea 
in Alp or Apennine. As good luck would have it, 
however, he was as active and willing as a barb, 
though by no means so easy to sit, and sometunM 
carried me on half a mile before my companion asd 
the guide, until I came to a place like the Seven 
Dials, where it would have required the scienoe of 
Hennas Triamegistus himself to choose the right road. 



' In spit* of all time thingB.tbiB wasooeof themoat 
delightful rideg that can be imagined. Now, tberoad 
ran beneath overarchiag- trees, through which little 
streams, aa it were, of ennshiiie, now and then fdl 
npon me as I passed, while the cool breeie refreshed 
and invigorated toe ; then it issued out npon a small 
green plain, dotted with pear or apple-trees in fnll 
bloesom ; and anon ran along the banks of a small 
river, glittering and rippliog in the sun ; or up the 
slope of a hill, sprinkled with groves and woods. 

The whole of this neighbourhood, as well as two or 
three other districts, in various provinces of France, 
were, at this moment, in a state of the greatest 
excitement and aUnn, eaused by bands of miscreants, 
who ninutlly concealed themselves in the woods by day, 
aBd,atnight, issued forth and set tire to the houses and 
barns of tbe farmers. What their motives could be, 
has not yet been discovered. It conld not be revenge j 
for the rage was too general and indiscriminate in il^ 
operation to be accounted for in that way. It wm 
at first supposed to be a contrivance of the iDsuranm 
ooBipanies to terrify people into the habit of insnrinr 
tb«ar property ; uid this suspicion was strengthen^ 
by the Act, Uiat such houses as were insured, for a 
long while escaped destruction : but at length theM 
were also fired and consumed as well as others. Then 
the s^idon fell upon a political party in the state, 
which. It was said, desired, by this means, to perplex 
and distress the ministry. Many beheved, bat mora 
donbted this report ; and, for my own part, 1 c«u>«t 
at all peixeive tite policy or wisdom of such a measuMy 
let the views of that party have been what they may. 
The atrodties were committed in an obscure part of 
the kingdom ; the sufferers were, for the most par^ 
hnmUe individuals, more likely to sink nnder their 
caluuitiea than to raise an outciy. However, honsM^ 
farm^yards, bams, &e. were set on fire in all directJODBt 
■ni UM moke tit thew ew^itgnHvam might, it waa 
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mH, be Kta "iBMS vp like diukj pillm hj dkf, 
wliiie at sight the flames threw a dismal light orer 
tha landaoape. NeTertbeleM, I sair notw of tho«e 
fires, thougn I obaerved small knota of peasants who 
I mm I ml to be on tb« watch. At Vire the gendarmes 
had beea reinforced with detachments of regular 
troops, and more soldiers were still mirching towards 
the spot. Straneere traTelling- through the cODntry 
were arrested, and imprisoned, if fooDd to be withoiit 
passports; but I was allowed to pasa, and, after 
oroeaing the meet troubled district, reached MralaiB 
late in the afternoon. 

The approach to this town from Bomfront is 
remarkablj beautiful, the road ascending gradjiallf the 
slope of a lofty hill, and the prospect, which is rich 
throughout, varying in the moat delightful manner 
er«7 moment Long before we reached the town, 
we met parties of ladies and gentlemen npon the road, 
enjoying the prospect, and, in some cases, no doubt, 
listening " to the Toice of lore." My companion, 
as meny and as harebrained a Freocfaman as ever 
bestrode nae, — excepting alwavs the ^ood people of 
Caen, who laugh three hundred and siity^our days 
oat of the year, — made uo account whatever of ute - 
JSabbatb, but moved on, singing joyous son^ whidi 
■erred as well as bells to keep up the spirits of the 
horses. When, however, we drew very De*r the 
town, the numbers of prettv sirls and handsome 
women, elegantly and even ncbly dressed, who met 
us at every step, too powerfoUy attracted his attentkn 
to permit of his continuing his songs, — so that we 
«ntM^ the place in silence, gazing and admiring as 
we went along. Undoubtedly Mortain is a sweet 
plaee ; for in no other towi) of Noimandy, not even at 
Avranohes, are so many &ir ftees and lovely fonaa to 
be seen, lie town, moreover, is rich, and maartoA^ 
clean ; and, I am told, thftt the very Parisians thta^ 
•dvea pay lee* aompuloua attention to tba affinn of 
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mof *■ it vaM iam tar tlM beyitf tt iia wmi 

H anise tiian thrir (' 
I UTe more tbatt oi 



air M p«ciUi»H]' mild, tod the lauJg M pe fttt m tmpm 
Ittd «nitliiig, the women are more hmmlxfmk tham ene- 
vbcre ; as in Derimsliire, ami aaow paria of H«^ 
moathshire and Shropshire. The vi^Ditj' of HortaiB 
in uD^ulu-lf Lovely ; particoUrlf on« small Taller, 4f 
wfaieh I heard uot&iaf until aft«riafdepartar«,WHf« 
a rivulet of no g^eat volume falls orer rocks fifty feet 
high into a chaBm, where it is lost to ihe eye. 

The hotel at which we restod here was the beat 
1 met with during' mrjouraey; and I would recooa- 
mend all travellers who admire neatness, dviUty, tod 
good fitferto remain, while at Mortain, at the house 
of MadauM Mi^on, already celebrated throughoat 
all the aouth of Nomumdy. Aa the house standi 
npDOsite the church, I had (oily « step to take to 
eojoj} while waiting for dinner, the sight of the eacred 
building. Here, as elsewhere, the ladies vindicated 
tbeir sole right to the religion of the country ; for I 
believe there was not a man to beseen in the churob. 
The eastle, which staiida in the bott«m of the valley 
below the town, as if to serve as a mark to the enemy 
Ml erer^ snrronndina; height, is now reduced to one 
■uigle tower, which does not seem to be very ancient: 
oloae to it is the com^market, a larfe dismal looking 
Inuldiag, not at i^ in keying with tiie other feature* 
of the town. 

On the brow of the hill ^WTe, wbioh oommandi 
tlie whole plaee, is a very remark|^e otutter of rocks, 
having, at a distance, the resemblance of a vast 
fortress. Theee 1 visited by moonlight, wheo they 
Mpeared, perhapa, slill more to advantage tluu 1^ 
my. Jual as we : had 'sat down to dinner, a peiMk 
Mue in to demand the passports of such stnngan aa 
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nigfat b« Bt Ae {tiii,it betag jodged n w igity, n tita 
{treeent tronbled gt«t« of the diatriet, to examiiM 
•cmpoloiul;' tbe dtaraot^ and appeknoioe Af «U tr*- 
vellers. Had 1 forgott«n ttj doonment at Caen, I 
■hould h&Ts had the kononr of beii^ urcated a« 
•n inoendiaiy, — as aa EDi:luh gwntieman, a colond 
in the army, bad been, a Kw days before, at 8t Lo, 
where two geviarwttt were quartered upon bim uailii 
bis paMport arrived from Caen. Findiag that 1 had 
A« penniinou of the French g^Tenunent for dioinff 
at Mortain, mj {wnport ira« returned, and 1 ate and 
drank, and moVM abont, without let or bindeiwice. 
Our cowpamwu at the dhmeF-table were efiioera of 
the army,' Tonng meo of Hveljr, g|ay diepoutioB*, but 
■wsiUe and well-iufomed, and nngiilarif p^te 
towards stnu^ra. 

Nest momuWi »t five, I was alpeadf <hi the read, 
•t^dinj; or waOdBg to and Iki^ while tlie soatilioii 
hameaaed tbe horaea to the cabriolet whioh was to 
oonv^ me to Arraoches. The aun haJBotvet riaOTi, 
and, alUtoi^h the Ay was terene and donweaa, and 
promised a beantiful day, tbe air was eoU. While I 
was waiting for tiie [wBtilion, a priest, with hia bn- 
Tiary uoder hii arm, and a large oane in Ms hand, 
eame no, wished me a grood ta<ymiag, and let roe 
know that be iraa to be my tntrelling ownpanion. I 
was extremelywellpkagedat thiaBawfl,as Awe waa 
■n open, Uand, sunn^, and inteUectnal a 
his cooutenance, which, in a moment, p ^ 
me in hie &tsw, and oanaed me to e:qieet a a 
agreeable joumev.« Our conversation at first tvn*d 
upon Mortidn and its vioinitj. We conld, irom wh«r« 
we stood, oomnan^ superb view oi the volley and the 



s,andheu-the tamblingaad dashing of tte 
ig the nxdu below. Havior lo aacmd * 
ateep hill, we walked on before tbe f ehidi 



aiv moat familiariy, and with a de^ee of wanntk 
•od enthuiasH mj nrely indslged in,, except .with 
friends. 
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Hr dmipaAieii, I somi ftmnd, vm an nllra lb 
poUbos, ana, therefore, bj no ■!«•■• Kvene to gfre 
Tent to U« opioioiM. But I hate p^tic^ etmrerm- 
-tioni, nere fopeoially' trith timifen, and coBtiiTed, 
witlwiU much diffioalty, to intMmiM tttknr topics, — 
tite Am arts, elaqnenee, lad lit«mrtHT« tn renend. 
The abM had fbUowed, t» tbe letter, the adfiae of 
QametiKaii, "to TcwdnweArMfaerAan many books," 
and -was deeplr T«rs«9 in all the writinga of Bonnet, 
Boardaloue, SbaafflMi, Fenelon, Baetne, Molidre, and, 
in one word, ttie priaoipal a«thof« ef FravM ; while 
I, who am a great eater of books, had looked throiiflt, 
mtiier than studied, man^ of those anthera, laid oouM 
haye been glad to hare nhone, in my turn, br boast- 
ing of the merita of Bhakeepeare, Milton, Chancer, 
Spenao', Bacon, Hobbes, and Locke ; bat he did not 
«Md Ei^iab. On Iditton, indeed, we had a very 
ehanctenatic dialc^iN. The Abb« Delille, as most 
MTBcmt have heard, haa written a tnuuilation of 
raradUe Zott, which mj oomponion bad alwajr* 
«ad<rft«od, he said, waa rtrj anperior to the originat 
To me, who briier* diat, if Uomer had tnui«at«d 
JHiUoD into Oreek, be eoald scaroriy have impraved 
Uni,thia waa anproaeljUiighaUe; and I endsBToared 
to make him undentaod, that Aere was as ereat a 
Atpari^ betWMU the EngUah poet and bis Freodi 
repNsantatiTe, as betwaan Heradea uid the effemi- 
nate actor who stntta abo«rt with a elnb and Utn's 
I do not think, bawerer, that I 



iMjiwli and maseuUne t^ut, the richness, pMip, 
■M feUflilT of exptceaioa, the a wa v i t y , delicacy, and 
ittfinita tendtiiuus of anr great poet. Being aware 
that ever^ man regards a long eotogy npon any thing 
villi whieh he is not aoqaainted aa a speciee (rt 
r^tnMoh, I tnlSwed the coaversatien to sHde back, of 
its own MOOfd, t» Saeine, open wboae paaitive merits 
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ire were, in ^neral, agreti; thoucb I conld not, in 
oouEcieDce, consent to place bim e&ove Shtkespeart, 
or .Sschj'lus, or Sophoclefi, or evea Corneille. Tba 
al>b6 insisted, with puaionote eloquence, upon the- 
tingular origioality and naturHlnese of the cnaracter ' 
of FhcRdra ; upon the awfulues* of her position ; tbe 
■abbmity of her thoughts, when contemplating the 
horrors of her fate ; and the force of soul with which 
*he cherishes, ea it were, her despair. To hav« 
■ought a parallel in any of Shakespeare's characters, 
would, for the reaaons given aboTc, have been absard ; 
but 1 reminded the abb6 that a character, not yeiy 
dissimilar, was to be found in Virgil, and in Enripides. 
Dido may, in fact, be r^arded as, in some measnre, 
the prototype of Racine's Phadra ; though the peci^ 
liar nature of the letter's guilt, and tbe modem 
antique character of her reflections, confer upon her 
an air of originality at the expense of verisimilitHde. 
}iy companion, in fact, remarked, approTingly, that 
the lady spoke like a Christian, and gave vent to 
sentiments which no person not acquainted with the 
Gospel, could be supposed to entertain; not percei- 
.Tinr, that to introduce a Christian heroine into events 
which occurred before the Trojan War, was to be 
guilty of as preposterotu an anachronism, as thtU 
which tjhakespeare haxarda in Troihu and Crtsndtt, 
where he makes Hector speak of Aristotle, and Pm^ 
dams of Winchester geese. 

Of Fenelon, our opinioas were much the lame ; 
except that he thougnt him inferior to Bosenet, and 
discovered somethina- like liocntiousness in the de- 
■cr^tion of Calypso s island. In &ot, the Tei em m 
chus is oo longer permitted to be read in many Fres^ 
tchoohi, where, at the same time, Horace's Epodea, 
and the Fourth Book of the ^neid, and many, I 
believe, of Martial's Epigramn, are conned over •■ 
lessons. Milton's loves ot Adam and Eve woald be 
r^arded, bf Uwae moden) pnritaos, •« enoagb to 
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DoM^ B wkole oatioii ; snd, indeed, I knoir of tu> 
bock whiob people so Rcrupulooa cnn read with 
Wttelji so that it will be necessary, shonld this taite 
ODBtune, to create a new Ut«ratur« «ii porpose for 
them, and send all the old anthon to the cheeso- 
BMtngera. 

Most men baTe a fnvourite auAor, upon whose 
(iiaracter and merits tbey dwelt with peculiar deligh^ 
■ad wboBe forms of tfaou^ht and expression they, in 
SMse measure, imitalo, both in cooTeraation and wri> 
ting. BosBOet was the iaroarite of my companion. 
He exalted him 

Above bU Greek, abare all Roraau fBaie ; 

wad, while he enlarged npon the splendour of bis 
doquence, the richness of his imazery, the originality 
of his views, or repeated some of bis most beautiful 
paaaages ore rotunda, and with all the enthusiasm of 
youthful admiration, I could almost fuicy I had tha 
freat preacher by my side. My seeular taste — whiofa 
preferred the fiery energy that breathen through the 
political huwigoes of Demosthenes, and inspires us, 
m apite of ourselves, with all the fierce paasious which 
animated the orator himself — appeared, I make no 
doubt, a little antiquated to the abb£ ; but we tolerated 
each other's preferences with great fiicility, as our 
tast«s resembled each other in more points than they 
differed. 

The road from Mort«o to Avranohes lies through 
k very beautiful country, and oar remarks on boon 
and authors were frequently interrupted by observa- 
tions on the landscape aronnd us. The abb6 had a 
ttste for every thing that was beautiful, whether in 
the ideal or material world ; and described, with feli- 
eitbtis energy, the pleasures he enjoyed in his parish 
of Toncbet, a lovely district near Mortain, surrounded 
by a limple people, and books, and romantic siriitnde.' 
Hia ndgh boar hood, he said, was partioularty full 



214 ARRIVAL AT AVRAKCSKS. 

of nightingaleB, — the birds whidi give mMt ddigkt t* 
an imaginative mindB ; and it ma one of bis tMt£ 
enjoymeats to wander forth of an erenin^, when tlw 
moon v»a in the akj, liateniug to their driioieai 
notes, and building caatlM in iJie air. 

He was about thirtj- jean of age, and had beta 
•even jenn piyrfmsor of rbet«rio in the coUege of 
C'Oatanoes, and about twelve months in his giariab. 
He endeavoured, 1 make no doubt, to throw as mn^ 
romance and poetrj as possible into his retirement ; 
bat it appeared to me, tlut he had too mnch talent to 
be allowed to lie rusting, as it were, in that obscur* 
solitude, for which he was much less fit than for the 
episcopal chair. He was now, he informed me, going 

Xn a Tilit to hia old friends at Coutanoes; but, 
ough he had pnmuaed to be there that evemng, 
he should not, he said, be sorrj were something to 
occur to keep him all night at ATTsnchea, that we 
might continue to travel together to his joumer's 
end. For my own part, I wished most heartilv that 
the diligence miRht be full, or gone, or somethmg of 
that sort ; and, for once, Fortone was hvoonUs to 
my desires, for, upon arriving at Arranches, we ftmnd 
that no vehicle would set out for Contsnoes until 
four o'clock next morning. " Well,*' said thoriiW, 
smiling, and taking me by the hand, *■ we shall hm 
our wtsh, and travel together yet another daj .* it is 
now ten o'clock ; we have the day before ns ; what 
do you intend to do ?" — "I set ont immediately," I 
replied, " for the Mont St MieheL" — " n^''' sad 
" will occupy several honrs ; but, tf too hwve « 
■ -- wiU find mast 



Tfe on your return, you i 
not, 1 shall meet yon here ti 
morning at four." 

I should hare before remarked, that, in apprwMhiBff 
Avranches from Mortwn, we discover the sea, and the 
pyramidal form of the Moot 6t Hit^l, rising up o«t 
of its waves, from a very great distUOT. Ot tli» 
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pMMBt ocawion, tii« parity «f tlu atuuMnherc ww m> 
gVMt, tliKt th« poioi of St MUo, in firittau;, n«t 
of1t«B v^ible from so far iulwid, tm distiiiclly discera- 
iU«, BtrMebing out like a vast white mole into tbe 
bright blue wftters. 



CHAPTER XVIIt 

Examitm (0 JKmt St Mickd—Dittint VUv cf At MavU 

— Tkt Riteri and Qiadl«iKl> — AfptortntctiffAt Griix 

— OiddtiUMrtlKSmii — Obitmarg i^m Xormait Horn — 

£xiriwrdi»Byiiatiirtofllit Sctnay~-Arrioaliitthf Motad 
~Tht Taunt— Tht Ahbev—The Gtndarmlrit-- Eight 
ItKndredFdom—SpUndidProipta — 23c Toinbdi^iuaMd 
itt Lfgotd—The Man in tht Cagi—dty itf Avmtdut — 
Ltgtii of St Aahal't StiJl—n» Betaaie Oardn — 
Santrv 

• BuuKFASTUra in bute, 1 procured a horse and a 
stdde, and aet ont for the mount, no lew celebrated 
«tr ita historici] importaoee, than for tbe peculiarity 
•f ita poaitiOD. Aa aoon aa I had emerged from tbe 
stiaela of Ananebea, I saw before me a vast bay, now 
entirely deawted by the tide, and conaisting partly of 
aaad, partly at alime, intersected by the water* of 
•event riaera, and covered, during spring tides, at 
Ugh wkter. Two pmnontorieo, tbe one bluff and 
rool^, tbia other sandy and bw, project, one on either 
iuM, into the aea; and in the ooen space between 
tkeae two pinata, are two nnall islands, from around 
irbioh the aaa ebba at low wat«r : one of them is a 
'Aaaart roek, called tbe Tombelaine, and the other 
■ha Uont 8t MicbeL Tbe apace thus covered and 
AmrtaJ alternately by tbe aea is about eight square 
Ut^^nta, $ai ia )u>n ouled the Or^va. 
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The Mont St Michel,* n^ieh is abomt tbe Mine 
heiffht as the Great Pyramid of Eg^t, wad now stood, 
tw uiat does, upon a vtat pl*iu of wnd, which is her*, 
however, skirted in its whole length by the sea, has 
a veiyetriking snd extraordinary aspect. It appeared, 
as the water was bo close behind it, to rise out of the 
tea, apon the intense and daziling blue of which its 
gn,j roclfS and towers were relieved in a sharp and 
startling manner; and, as I descended lower and lower 
on the bill side, and drew near the beach, its pinnacles 
seemed to increase in height, and the picturesque 
effect was improTed. 

At length I emerged fnHu the shady road npon tbe 
naked b^h, and saw the ferryboat and the Charon 
that were to convey tne and my charger over the first 
river. My Avrancbes guide here quitted me ; bat 1 
had been told that the ferryman himself usually 6Up> 
plied his place in piloting strangers across the quick- 
sands, which, owing to the shifUng of the course of 
the rivers, are in constant change, and of the most 
dangerous character. Horses and their riders, ven- 
turing- to select their own path over the sands, have 
been sw^owed np together ; and vessels, stranded 
here in a tempest, have in a short time sunk and dis- 
appeared entirely. The depth of what may perhaps b« 
termed the nnsolid soil, is hitherto unknown, thousl> 
varions attempts have been made to ascertain it. la 
one instance, a small mast, forty feet high, was fixed 
Up in the sands, with apiece of granite of considerable 
weight apon the top of it ; but mast, granite, and allj 
rapidly disappeared, leaving no trace behind. It ia 
across several leagues of a oeoch of this natnre, tiwt 
one has to approach the Mont St Michel. 

Though the rivers one has to traverse are neithar 
very deep nor very broad, the mere faotof their rtdliw 
over a bed of dangerous qnidisands, invests thctn with 

■ S« Appendix, No. -VII. - . -t 
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% kind of inportantM witidi they would otherwiM 
nodoabtodly not poaaegg. Tfu Urryvktat, as itapid & 
loekiiig: tellow u one contd sm in a aamnMr's day, 
ufarmed me, tliat, being that day left in ohttr^ of ue 
boat, he could not himself be my ^ide, bnt that, by 
aoootnpanying an old man who had jast crossed, and 
was making the best of his way orer the sands, I 
should lind a small viili^, where there would be no 
diffionlty in meeting with a guide. With this inform 
iDatiMi, i put my Rosinante in motion, in order to 
orertake the old man, who was already at some dis- 
tance upon the sands ; bnt I had no sooner set out, 
than the Charon called after me, saying, that fin' 
'" ' ■"" would leare his boat, and go with me. 



\ 



" Very well, my man," I repUed ; ** come alonj 
Bat he requested me to wait a mome' 
should call nis uncle, to Baperintend the 
the ferry, I oonseoted, aod, raising his Toice to the 
highest pitch, he made himself heard in a Astant 
cottage, whence two voices replied, that the uncle 
would not or could not come. He had prerionsly 
taken care to inform me, that I had no time to loM, 
as the tide was already beginning to flow, and in the 
course of two hoars wonld entirely surround the 
mount, and' not only render all ingress or ^ress im- 
poariMe, bnt moreover endanger the lives of su(^ 
anhappy w%%bi as it mi^ht overtake Upon the sands. 
Notwithstanding this important piece of information, 
1 aat patiently opon my horse, who, for hit part, was 
in no harry, and did not attempt to interrupt the 
diali^rne between the ferryman and his frienda in the 
ootlsfe. 8^ ■ - ■ ' ■ ~ 

tinned maniAUTre wa« put in practice, the honest man 
iaEormed rae caadldly that hecoald not )^ with me, 
bnt that I might find my way very well over the 
sands, by f<rilowiag the old man, who had now dimi- 
nithed, by the effect «f dbtance, to the tiie Of a gnH. 
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It WM flMoeirhst f«rtan«t« for me Utat tb« qnfck- 
nnda did not B« eXMtlj in mj w^ ; for my oMTfier, 
who hkd been sIw&ti accastomed to trot after « gwde, 
BO aooaer lost ligiit of the bipod, than he became 
more obatiiiatfe thso Balaam'* ata, aad itood still to 
enjoj the pro^teot It wm in vain that I epuTed 
tai whipped; be merelj- reared, aad SDorted, and 
ki^ed, without nakiog' the l«Ht attempt to adraiuc. 
It had been exceeding ly hot all the nMroii^, and I 
b^an to anppoae that the animal, beiog' concerned oB 
XKf aoeoaat, woi inclined to give me time to eari | W> 
I took the hiot, and Mt quite (d nj ease, gaaiag akxit 
Ke. Patieace, howerer, as soine phi]o«opheF bM 
.raid, ii a virtne whieh ii never ao ehy as irhen one is 
in need of it; and, as I looked at the mouttt, aud 
the tide beytntd it, mine began to desert me, bmA I 
■gain had reconne to the horsewhip— but still to Do 
purpose; the obstinate animal merriy groaned, which 
was as mooh as to saj-, ** he 'd be beat if he 'd stir 1 " 
As this idea stracJc me, another, equally judioona, 
eame aJontr with it, which wna, that in order to pat 
the aelf-wUled bnite into motion, I most swear at it in 
F^<ench, which I immediately did ; and the creotore, 
m if refreshed and invigorated by the sound, dwted 
of at once in the proper direction. Having now 
tiiscOTered the secret of perpetnal motion, I nted it 
tuuparingly; and, with the aid of a few fignre* of 
•peeoh of this kind, sad an active application of tUe 
whip, I croned the second stream, and found nrrself 
upon the other beach, on the -point of PontotBOB. 

In a short time, I overtook the old peasant that 
had crossed the river with me, who dlt«cted n* to 
prooeed to the village near the p<Hnt, where, hy 
inquiring for De^nettes, the fisherman, I should tea 
a safe and obliging guide. I did as I was 'adriwd, 
and found an active aad civil yoBng man about' ndiM- 
teim, who, tafciag a kind of harpoon in his haUdi vriHh 
which to try the sands, strmidc o«t npo« die 0ii/n, 
Kni led the way towards the mount. 
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The weiw trbich doit pnwntHl itaelf WM tiagvUr 
and beaatifuL On the r^t, tti« land, nuiBing: onl 
boldly into the g«a, offered, with its rich variva*, r 
Btriliiiig contrast t« the pale jrcUow tands beneath. 
In front, th« sea, blue, calm, warcleM, fcnd studded ia 
the diatance with a few white sails, glittering in tbe 
Bun, Fan in a straight line alon^ the jeUow plain,, 
which wag, norevTer, intersected in various direetioilB 
by numerous small riTers, wbote shining watesi 
looked Uke molten silver. To add to tbe effect d 
the landscape, silonce the most absolute brooded over 
it, except when the icream of a seamew, wheeling 
abont diowsilf in the Bonny air, broke upon the ear. 
The mount itself, with its ancient monastic toweri, 
rearing their gray pinnacles towards heaven, in the 
midst of stillness and solitude, appeared to be formed 
]ij nature to be tlie abode of peace, and a s«ft and 

!^>r some time 1 rode on musing, gasing delight- 
edly at the soene, and recalUng to miad tlie historic^ 
events which had taken place on those eboree, and 
rendered them famous. The cannon of EngUod bad 
thundered mi every side, and her banners had waved 
triiunphantty from the towers before me. Mj reflecK 
tians, Dowever, were soon called off from these tower> 
ing topics being intomipted by tbe loud laugh of a 
party of s<ridierB and wagoners, who were regaling 
theanalvee with fresh air at the gate of the fortress. 

Uamouoting here, I entered the small town whidi 
dusters round the foot of the mount within the wall ; 
and whatever romanco nught have taken lodging in 
n^ imagination, was quickly put to fli^t by the 
•tmk, aad filth, and misery, which forced thnmiuilxai 
npon my attsotioD. 1 never beheld a mora odious 
dea. Iieaving my horse and guide at a cabaret, I 
•wssnded the 01% street in tbe place, whidi, win^^ 
alMUtthe foot of the Bionntatn, leads directly to th« 
taatlf. ir<ttliiig up this rtominabl* street, and aevegj 



'l9iigindT«rTateepflwbte of steps, I at length reached 
Um door, where, navin? rnn^, and waited for eotne 
lime, I WM admitted bj a saucy gendarme, who 
demanded my bosinesa and my ps^port in the most 
insoieirt tone Imaginable. 1 delirered up my passport; 
«nd while the rascal went to shew it to the man in 
office — gOTernor, sub-gOTemor, or some creature of 
that sort — Ihad to stand in the dismal passage, among 
a score or two of soldiers. In general, however, 
French soldiers are remarkably polite, and these, with 
the exception of the above indiridoal, were so also. 
Even he, when he returned, had changed his tone; 
for, having learned from his superior that I was an 
Englishman, he came, with cap in hand, to conduct 
me round the bnilding. 

The first apartment, after the chapel, which is small, 
and by no means striking, into which I was led, wai 
the ancient refectory, wliere there were some fann- 
dreds of criminals, condemned for several years to 
dose imprisonment, or the galleys, weaving calico. 
I never in my life saw so many demoniacal Ihces 
twether. All the evil passions, nourished by habit, 
«nd irritated, not subdued, by punishment, were there, 
dothed with flesh and blood, and still hungering 
fiercely after crime. Like Dante and his guide, we 
made our way through this hell in miniature, a hun- 
dred villains scowling at us as we passed, and, crossing 
several passages and small vaulted chambers, entered 
a still vaster chamber, called the Hall of the Kn^hts, 
in which there was a still greater number of ruffians, 
and apparently of worse ^aracter than the others. 
Here a soldier stood with drawn sword at the door; 
and the gendarme walked before tne, with his hand 
upon his own weapon, ready to cut down any villain 
iviio might set upon us. One countenance which I 
saw here I think I never shall forget It was that 
ot a mad about forty years of age, small, pale, and 
haggard, but to expressive of widcedneM, that it mate 
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me ihnddcr. The ruffian, wbo wu doing aoinstliiiig 
as we came in, juat raiEed htmself up to look at ua, 
«nd, keepingf the left e^e nearly closed, thr«w so 
searcbing, Tenomous, malignant, and fiendlike a glanoa 
at us with the righ^ that it almost made me atari, 
Nerertheless, the owner of this infernal countenance 
was a small, withered, w«ak man, whom one need not 
have feared to meet alone in a desert i but his look 
was like that of a scorpion, odious and deadly. 
The apartment in which these t ' 



assembled, was a hall about one hundred feet long by 
thirty-five or-forty in breadth, and was adorned witll 
two rows of massy, antique pillarE, resembling thorn 
which we find in Gothic churches. From hence \n 
proceeded to the Hubterranean chapel, where are seen 
those prodigious columns upon which the weight of 
the whole building reposes. The scanty light, which 
glimmers unong these enormous shafts, is just suffi* 
cient to discover their magnitude to the eye, and to 
enable one to find his way among them. Having 
crossed this chapel, we entered the quadrangular 
court, around which the cloisters, supported by smal^ 
graceful pillars, of the most delicate workmanship^ 
extend. Here the monks used to walk in bad weather, 
oontrivi^ tbe next day's dinner, or imagining ex- 
coses fur detuning some of the many pretty female 
pilgrims who resorted, under various pretences, to 
this celebrated monastery*. At present, it affords 

■ Somrtima RrtODi qvimli took pUce between (he pi^rim* 
goii^ to ud retunriiir from Mont 8( Michel. " L'occuiod It 
pliu onliniire," Hf* tbe Abbi Bfonet, "item dltpatn, ittit )a 
manitoe dont cemt qni I'tn letoamaient do tt Tnyagt ^too* 
ehuBMnit de cocHilee, dephoDoMi d'Miaipea ganiiei rle<aqDillc% 
et 0OIU la couduite d^nn roi, portut une u^ro c^^^- — ^ 
plomb dort nir son ehioeiiil eiimient de ceui au 
ai'ili /U$eat 



^ 



iMi LBoeND or thk tombblaine. 

^tt«r tv th« vefenme ani geaiartaes who kMp 
^■ard «T«r the priaonMS bel«fr. 

Frost Tsriona portions of the monaitery, we obtain 
admirable viem of tea and ghwe ; bnt the moat saperit 
ooap-d'(Bi1 is from a tall nlender tower, which shoota 

■bore almost everj other portion of the building'. 

ince are Been the hills and ooaaW of Brittanj, the 
«ea, the sandy plain Btretcbinff inland, with the riverB 
meandenDg throng it, aad toe loof sweep at shore 

whieh «"■■ **" "-' — — '•''• • ' — — ■* 

ita grOTt 

hand, and almost beneath o 
barren rock called the Tombelaine, which, tboog'h 
•omewhat larger than the Mont 8t Michel, is not 
iDhaUted. E»eo this rook, howerer, was formeriy 
fortified by the Bnplisb ; and several remeiiu of tbe 
old towers are still ronnd among the thorns and briers 
with which it is at present overran. Several (^riful 
derivations of tiie word Tombehune are given by 
•ntiqnariee, tome intoning it to hare been formed 
«f the words TambaSelerii,oti>en,ot Themba Helena ; 
and in mpport <rf the latter etymology, the following 
legend is told: — Helen, daughter of Hoel, King of 
Brittany, waa taken away, by fnnd or violenoe, from 
ber Other's court, by a certam Spaniard, who, having 



luuEeuis, adon atTHi r^pouduent i li gacatiau captieDM qu'on 
tear fiiiuil. S^ta dem^dsient le Oraiut-MiMl, ee bituD n AiH 
I en regard Ton de 
— oe qui DC rawUit 



snr 1» pointe de deux pieds mta^ en regard I'lm 
et dont Ml talmi tondaimt i tn 



ri le Mat fait diffidk. Quand, » cmtnice, ill denundiient 
PttU-Mml, SB Biajtai. avoiT DKilleur nurch^ le hku>a en 
motioa iUii Seii juqae wr la 6pBiil«, et Ton gent bieo que 
iai et eu-li il j anit impovl^te de lailiir ; d'oik I'en lui- 
vuoit, eaoime ufaeaiiiaueat, del ■cfeae* trumiee pirmi nne 
mdtitaide (sntaM ds feni gnaiera, la pl^Mrt d^Mllann kbantte 

r levin. Iiagilutecit,i»iDnwdenuDa,eznnptutleifemme* 
MIe nderance t nuiii poar la haramei, il D'y mvait raim de 
conpoBitknJtatlendTg nr oet articU."— £'£M ^luinMd* 
J'JiM ..dclHl (b Js .Bom lia JUmt & J6<iU, p. 60, <t ■»». 
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I bar to tbU iiliod, and oompellcd li«r ta 
submit to bit deuTM, Menu to hay« deserted her there. 
The princees, overwhebaed with niefortnite, pined 
away and died, uid was boried hj her Dtma, wlw 
bad scoompanied her from Brittany, 

At the Moat St Hidiel was [veserved, until lately, 
the egormoos wooden c*ae in which (tote primners 
were BOtnetimes confined ooder the 4dd regime." 
Hie nuwt unfortonate of the poor wretches who 
inhabited thii owe was Dubonrg', a Dutch editor of 
a newsp^>er. This man having, in the eieroise of 
hia duty, written something- which t^wded the 
m^eety of Louis XIV, or some one of his mistreaaei, 
was marked out by the maznanimoos mcMuirch ibr 
vengeance ; and the means wliich, aocerding to tradi- 
tion, he employed to effect his parpoae waa every 
way worthy of the royal miscreant A TiUain waa 
sent from Avranches to Holland, a nenti^ state, witlt 
instmctioDB to w<Hia himself into the friendship and 
ooafidence of DnbooTs-, and, in an ongnarded moment, 
to lead him into the Erench territories, where a partr 
(^ soldiers waa kept perpetoally in readiness to ki^ 
nap him and carry him off. For two years this 
nodem Judas is sud t« have carried on the intiigne, 
at the end of which period he prevailed upon Buboui^ 
to accompany him on a visit into France, when the 
soldiers seiaed upon their victim, and hurried him 
off to the Moat St INCchel. 

Confinement and solitude do not always kill. The 
Dutchman, BCcustomed perhaps to a life of indolence, 
existed twenty years In nis cage, never enjoying the 
■alisfactioa of beholding " the human &ce divine," 
or of hearing the human voice, esoept when the 
individnal entered who was charged with the duty of 
bringingtiimhiaprovisiooBandcleaninghiBcell. Some 
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tM Ttm MAN IS THE CAOE. 

Unt r&ys of light, ^ust sack u enable cats and ftwb 
to mouM, founa their way into the dua^eoD, utd, by 
their aid, Dabourg-, whom accideot or the humaoitr 
ri bis. keeper, bad pot in poeseKion of an old nail. 
Mid who inherited the passion of bis countrymen for 
floweTB, ooDtrived to iculptnre rosea and other flowers 
apou tbe beams of his cage. Continual inaction, 
hawever, though it could not destroy life, brought oa 
t^e gout, which rendered the poor wretch inc^abla 
of moving himself ^out from OBe side of the cage to 
the other; aad he observed to bis keeper, that the 
g|reateat misery he endured was inflicted by the rata, 
which came in droves, and gnawed away at his gouty- 
legs, without bis being able to move out oi their 
reach or frighten them away.* 

Having examined tbe principal objects of curiouty 
■t the monnt, and learning that the tide was rising 
r^idly on the Gr^ye, 1 descended from tbe fortress, 
and, mounting my horse, set out on my return to 
Avranches. My guide informed me that I had slaid 
somewhat too long; and in fact, the sea, flowing and 
foaming furiously over the fast plain of sand, quickly 
aurronnded the mount, and was at our heels in a 
twinkling. However, the guide sprang off with that 

• « On va encore," mja the AbW Mmet, " i I'side i'nm 
luteme, duu lea diveiHe ■outerrjun§ da lUDnsiC^re, leaqnelB 
o&ent UD vrai labyiintbe de toun, de d^txtun, e' ^ ' 
obtmres. On y montre, entie autrea, deui cachob 
lu Ton pretend qu'on dewenilait jadis 



en cam, ou i on preitnu qu on oncccoau jaois j« cnoiineii 
d'^l, par une bouche, qui ae refermait but eui ovbc une trappe, 
et OIL I^D ne leur donnait jnaqu^d U fin de lenrs joun, ponrtonli 
noarriture, que da pain et de Teau, quand on ne ]«« fiiiaait «• 
rnourir de mort violent. On a eonaerv^ jusqu'i anjourdlnu 1 
oea deux antcea le nom de Vadt in pace, ok if Ovblietta ; maia 
on ne tnmve plus an faaA de cei cavernes que leg squeletta da 
qudquei' oiseaux dft mer, qui a'y letinut ca hiftr, et qui 
■ppaianent y periaaent de faim. — L'Etat A»cien, ke- lAi 
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with great g9oA will by tbe bea«t which had Uwtt 
80 obstinate in the morning. We were joined in out 
retreat hy a party of sportsmen, who appeared to 
lit.ve been shooting gulls upon the sands ; but tfaey 
coald not keep up with tbe jouag flsbermnn, who 
stepped out like & Newmarket racer, and ia a short 
time landed me safe at the Point of Poutorson, near 
tbe village of Conrtils, where he resided. 

On m J- return to Avrantdies, after a ride ot eigfat«en 
miles, I set aboutexamining tbe city audita enviroDS. 
Tbe most remarkable thing in the town is the skull 
of Bt Aubert, wbo flourished in the eighth century. 
This relio is preterred in a cnrious glaw case, in tbe 
sacristj of the principal oburch, and is shewn to 
strangers only wnen tDey happen to ioqnire fyr it. 
8t Anbert, it seents, had a Tision, in which the arcb- 
•nge) Michael appeared to him, commanding bioi to 
«rect a monastery on the mount in the b^, hitherto 
known under the name of Mona Jovea. The dream, 
howerer, made no impressioD on the saint, though 
twice repeated, upon which the archangel hecanie 
KOgry, and thrust his finger into tbe skull of tbe 
poor saint, bnt without kiUiug him, which efieotoally 
terrified and reduced bim to obedience. The monu- 
tery was erected, — the mount called after St Michael, 
— and, when the saint in due time died, the bole 
made by tbe archangel's finger was fonnd in the 
aknll. In reality, the^ole, by the finger of whoniso- 
«rer it may have been made, is in tbe skull, and 
Menu to haTfl been produced b^ the thrust of a stiek 
or small iron initniment, bnt it must o»tainly have 
caused the deatli of the owner. The lower part of 
the skull is adorned with a broad silver fringe ; and 
tbe whole apparatus baa a very respectable fqtpear- 

From the chnreh where this relio b preserved, and 
. whiob- contains nothing else worth teeug, I went to 



SOTAHIC (MnDEK— KINBHT. 

>rk»ble for tbe Safe 
I than for the plants it 
OODtwBH. Hear tluB -spot us the spiacwri gardeas, 
'■ufraanding the ait* of tke MicioM cathedral, naw 
SiarkMi merely by a brge wooden oruci&x. Oh this 
'fide of tke oi^ are eztcatire renwina of tlie.aocknt 
-'fertificatioii*, anmif which i* the castle, Ttaiye from 



nnk into the atone, are aaid Ia be fiaiblei— 'thonsh, 
fwmyown part, I could gee none of them, — rand ore 
lookea npon aa moniuients of t^ fierce rage of ov 
Ba^ah armiea, which more than ooce Hfe^t like a 
torrent over the whole of tUa ooaiUrf,'deFa«tatiBg' 
and deatro^i^ as thej- mored. At the foot of these 
miaa raoa one of the moat agreeable prani«Dades of 
■Ae city, on which, in fine weather, liie taatefiil portiMi 
of the inhabitaBta may be seen enjoying one of t^ 
moat oharmiDg' proapeeta in Nonnandy. beneath, 
in the ralley, tke amaU rirer See nteaiiderB through 
groTea and meadows, and finds ita way, thrsv^h a 
-taocnaion of aniling scenes, to the sea. Here and 
there, among the freen woods, a gay chateaa «r 
slender church spire is disoorered, together with 
email villages, hamlets, and farm-honaea. > 

' The churches, the coUega, the public library, how- 
«Ter impedant or useful to the lahabitaata, possess 
bat little attractioiis for the eye of a stranger, whidt 
-here escapes, as it were, irom the artifidal to admire 
' ibe natural. The site of Avranchea is truly heuiti- 
ful, raised spon a gentle hill, and oommauding on all 
ndea the moat rich, varied, and aztenalTe promeola. 
When I visited it,, tile weather, tog^er with the 
charms of the seaaon, waa aoffident to confer aa 
iatareet even npoa inferior landso^es; bat th«e 
was au air of softness difftiaed over the scenery, a 
oertuo romantic delicacy, which oao might in vain 
seek elsevbeKvinfiflraiaadyi-'if we.exwp^|>erfai^ 
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the pictnregqne and gmiling environa of MorUin. 
Owing to tbe aature of its positioD, and likewue to 
the habits of the people, Ayrauches ia a clean place; 
and, although it nas neither coounerce nor trade, 
every year sees its extent enlai^ed, and its streetH 
beauti&ed. A great number of English, — as many, 
it is aSBOled, as four hundred, — reside here, on 
acconnt of the beauty of the site as well as the 
cheapness of provisions ; and they are said to live in 
great harmony with the inhabitants, by whom they 
are hi^y respected. Almost all the pretty little 
villas in the neighbonrhood are possessed by the 
English, who, I have observed, invariably select, in 
every country, the most agreeable reddeooee to be 
found, and never fail to improve and embellish them- 
This, moreover, is the opinion of the Prench them- 



aelres, who, if they have a house or ^den to let, 
prefer an English to a French tenant Many of our 
ommtiymen nave even purchaaed estates in the 
neighbourhood of Avranches ; and ia same parts of 
Nonnandy, it is said, that several persons, induced 
by the chams ot the place, have naturalised them- 
selves, and became French dtizeos. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

'DtpartvTt from Avrancfta — ImnmentbU Nightingclet— 
BatlUtofthe Vatdatnt — Road to Oranv&e—ExqmiUe 
Tiea of tht Sea — Arrical at OranvUU — The Quay and 
the ShippiTig— Tht Roche— The ChuTck — Bidy Water 
aid Prai/er — Obliging and Gentfemaniy Condudmr — 
Oyster MerchaKl from Cherbourg— City and Cathidrai of 
Coutances ^— Inconqtarable View — St I/O — Jfeficm to 
Cam. 

At four o'clock in th« morning, just u the dawn 
• was diffusing its dubious light over the sky, we left 
' AvnmcheB for Oranrille. The small groves and 
thickets through which the river 86e winds towards 
the ocean, were absolutely swarnuDg with night- 
tngales, wbicb perched thenselves upon the young 
trees that hnug over the roadside, and sang divinely. 
It was -one of the most delicious mormngs of the 
whole spring. The sky was without a cloud, — the 
perfunte of the young sowers filled the atmosphere, 
— and, excepting the rumbUug of our own vehicle, 
there was not a sound to he heard but the voices of 
tbe birds. The »bb£ — who had joined me at the 
hotel according to promise — looked about him and 
listened insilence; and it was not until tre had issued 
forth from the delightM woods of Avranches that 



agreeable companion ; he had passed his schoolboy 
days at Avranches, and knew every inch of the 
ground orer which we were travelling. Here he 
remembered haviiw joiDed with his companions in 
robbing an orchar^ — there he had spent hours Mid 
days, like other miscbievons boys, in searching for 
birds' nests, — and on another spot be had, at a later 
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period, lat for honrB pondering over his Virail or hia 
Bamne. Every one Iotsb at times thus to dig luck- 
ward, as it were, into the nuDes of memory ; and th» 
history of another man's experience hecomes tndy 
dehg-htful to u« by recaUing our own. 
I^m these topics, agreeable aa they were to o* 



!se topii 
d gradn 



hoth, we slid gradoally to others. This part of th« 
country had been the scene of some of Uie exploits 
t^the Vendean army, previously and sabsequeutly to 
theuege of OranriUe; and my oompiuiioii appeared to 
be mitHttely acquainted with the hiatory of all their 
movemeots. He pointed ont to me, as we moved 
along, the Tarions positions they had occupied, and 
described, with almost military ardour and enthusiaam, 
their gallant bearing and untutored prowess. Mf 
sympathies were for the other party — the party of 
freedom and manhood — bat I eoald not refnse Ut 
admire the valour and devotion which those meK 
£BpIayed in what they considered the good conae. 
8wt, however, the Vendeuis were, in my eyes, tha 
eneorieB of their country ; and the reveTsea they haA 
experienced upon the very spot over which we werei 
passi^ delighted me, as they were bo mau^ proo& 
that France deserves all the liberty she enjoys, or 
mav yet, bv the blessing of Providence, acquire. 

The road, which was almost parallel with the shore, 
commands in many parts a magnificent view of tha 
aea, which on this day was as unruffled as a lake, and 
m<wt beautifully blue. Numbers of small skiffs from 
the neighbouring fisbing viUaKea, and from Jersey, 
Ouernaey, 9ark, and the other islands of the Norman 
archipelago, were moving with their white sails over 
ha smooth surface, and reminded me of that miraio 
aea which slumbers on the canvass of Ooido in hia 
picture of Hippomepes and Atalanta. 

Having crossed the small river Bosq, we arrived, 
at Granville, and immediately proceeded to view the 
quay, the mole, and the rooks on tta« ntvth of tha 
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cii>ul<)re-l»-BM4oiuii^ «lwerTee, is protected from th« 
north wind b^ a rocky point called tlie Roqnat, 
whicli advimoeg aboDt four cabins' length into the 
sea toinvds the west The bed of the harbour is dry 
St h>ir watw, 'but has from eig'hteen to twenty-two 
feet irf water when the tide is in, as was the eae» 
when we were there. Tlie largest TCBsel then in the 
port was a brig; bnt there were nnmerons imaH 
craft, and their crews were either actirely employed 
in triramittg the Baitg for departure, or lollhifi; on the 
bnlwarks, staring listleMly at the shore, TTie old 
breakwater, aa it may properly be termed, formed of 
hMse stones, protects vessels from the west wind, 
uid the new mole, a piece of regular masonry, equally 
protects them from the southwest, while they have 
Ae solid shore on the east.* 

' From the qnay, where there WM considerable lift' 
atid movement, we ascended the rock, passing by 
MHne insignificant fortifications erected by Napoleon. ' 
Prom hence we had a noble view of the sea, studded' ' 
in the distance with small islands, and in the fore- 
ground with submergfed rocks, orer which the wave* 
were now breaking in snowy foam. The face of the 
rook is ueariy perpendicmlar, but the height is not 
gtvht; and althoun-ti, conaiderins the general olHuWe*- 
ter Of the coast of Normandy, this little promontory- 
may be regarded as remarkable enoagn, I cannot- 
oonceiTe any thint more absurd than to cdl this 
l^ace " a Gibraltar in miniatnre," as Dr Dibdin dees. 
If the other portions of the view had not been totally ■ 
dissimilar, it would ratbeP have put me in mind of' 
the Hob at Plymonth ! and certainly it affords th» 
Inhabitants of OranTille as pleasant a summer waH: 
M that Other little hfll does the people of Plymouth. 



« Appendit, No. IX. 



HOLY WATBR AVD PitAliBR. 331 

The gnes, wfeich wm* tbiddf qwinkled with daiaiea, 
wu abort and pwuliarl^ tine, as it is found on. 
GrvDgBT and othw conical hills ia Wales. The hv- 
racks, whiidi are situated on this rock, aie Isj;^ luul 
wsll built, aad.improre. the look of the towa. 

In descending towards the towo, wa passed by th« 
t^urch, and I ini^oired of the abbe if he would go in 
with me. " WiUingly," uid he. When we entendi 
the priest was readmg the morning service, and thers 
was a eonsidwable number oi persona in the church. 
The abbe di}^»ed hiij SiifreiB in the holy water, and 
tamiD^ roimd, extended bis hftnd towards mt^ drip- 
ping with the bl««8ed eUmeut, as if he were desiraus 
that I should join him in the performAoce of the 
Mremonv. I held ont mj hand ; he affectiooatelj' 
sprinkled a few drops on the points of my fingers^ 
which I raised, as he did, to tDe forehead, where I 
ingtinctively made, I belieTe, the sign of the croMi 
There was nothing in tite aotian, I tniit, of which ft^ 
protestant, nnder similar circumstances, ought to Iw 
ashamed. " When you are in a foreign country," 
iays Sophocles, "respect the ^ods and manii«^ t^ 
that country;" and it isfrwu this motive that I hare 
invariably behaved rrapectfully towards eatholiciua 
in France, juAt as I would towards mahommedauism 
in Turkey, or brahminism in HindoUan. The inte- 
i4or of the church, somewhat more sombre than 
French churches in ^neral, was, on that account 
more to my tast«. W^e walked round the whole 
building, looking at the small neat chapels filled with 
images, tapers, itc. ai elsewhere, and then made our , 
exit at another dow. As we were going out, my 
companion whispered to me, — " Let us say a short 
pnner before we go." — " With all my heart," I 
replied ; and, at the word, we kneded down together 
o doubt to the same Oodi 

n the streets, our conversation €>■ 
We dMcended a hag- 



replied . 

«nd prayed— 

When we i 
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tke princinu tttwen of the tart, aod found anrselves 
in tne taioit of tiie town. Here we met with our 
oUving conductear, M. M&oouliffe, » fouDg' man of 
Irish extractioD, aod of habita and nuumera very 
much aboTe bis situatioD. He ioformed as that wo 
h»A yet saffivient time for breakfiwt, which we took - 
it) the first aulMrge we couU see, and then mounted* 
and proceeded on our my to Coutauoes. 

The road still l»y thrcmgh a rieh picturesque conn- 
try, covered with apple-treet in blossom, and int^r-' 
MCted by geTeral gmaU riTera, of which I could not 
learn the names, on whose green baaka Ixaak Walton 
might hare ang-led to his heart's c«ateiit, without 
diaturbance from anj human being. I was surprised 
to learn, that the apnletrees blossom somewhat later 
here than in the neighbourhood of Caen, — the caiue 
of this backwardness being, in all probability, tiu> 
proximi^ ot the aea, and the more hilly nature of the 
GonntrT. 

At Granville our company had been increased, if 
not iniproved, by the additiou of an, oyster merchant 
from Cherboni^, who discourBed most emphuticaliv - 
of the price of fash, more especially of those in which 
he himself dealt. From him 1 learned that the neigh- 
bourhood of Cherbourg, and, in general, the wh^le 
northern coast of the promtmtory of the Cotentin, is 
unhealthy; that strangers suffer greatly £rom the 
nature of the air ; and that no cure appointed from 
another part of the country to a KviDg in a certaia 

r'sh near the city, had ever been known, at least 
the last quarter of a oentury, to survive above six 

About nine o'clock we passed a Roman encamp- 
ment, OB the left of the road, in a remarkably hish 
state of preservation. The site had been chosen with 
great judgment, the approaches to the spot being 
atMp and dittonit; hot it was not a place in wMob ^ 
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lai^ aniv o«nld 1ut« eBcnaiped. Soon ^ter, w* 
diacoTered, from an SBUDence, the slender, gniaetvt 
tpires of the e»thedral of Coutancea, glittering in the 
|>oIden rays of the Hun, and pointiDg, with pregnant 
meaning, towards Heaven. 

At length we crossed the little rirer Sienne, aod,- 
ascendiag a prodigiourif eteep hill, found ounelves in 
CoutMicee, the catMtal of the CotenttB. Here m^ 
eompanion, the abM, quitted me at the entnuwe ta 
the city, ^er ginng me a pressing invitation to pay 
him a visit at his presbytdre at Touohet. He had 
many friends at Coutances, upon some of whom i, 
mig^t, perhaps, have called wiu him, had thera been 
time; bat I had several things to see, and th« 
moments of my stay were numbered. 

Language seldom fiuls one so completely as when 
one has to describe a besatifol or sablime piece of 
architectore. We in vain have recourse to teehnicsl 
terms : these convey but imperfect ideas, even to the 
oonnoisseur; and to the generality, they are mora 
barbarisms. If we avoid these, and rely opon tlM 
ordinary resources of language, we beeome vagne, 
bnt we still remain intelligible. It is preferably 
therefore, to adhere to the latter course. 

The most remarkable portion of the obnrch is the 
towers, which, pierced by long slender windows, rise 
to a great height, and are surmounted by prodigiously 
lofty spires. The pinnacles, which crown the towen, 
and cluster, as it were, round the base of the spires, 
are wrought in a kind of &et-work of gray stone, of 
the moat delicate and finished workmanship ; and 
these, with the windows, which are estraordiuarilr 
long and narrow, and ornamented in the most «xqui- 
site style, succeed in conferring upon this portion ot 
the building a degree irf perfection and beauty «£ 
which I never should have thought the Gothic styla 
of architecture susceptible. The central tower, somo- 
wbU more lekj than these, is in perfect bamwy 
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wkh tbtm MHlthe nmaiarfw of the bnldiaK. TW 
iBtenor, thoos^ lew aflmked b7BDti(|naii>ns4U])Mre«L 
no l«8i beuituiil to bb. The tall wiodowH, Ue nob 
duateMd piBm, tlie little rows of arcade^ muaiag 
along the nave of the building, th« fraceful ImIiu- 
tndes of the narrow )t«lkrieH which einroniid the 
irtiole, aad the tB*Uful Hbtr, — all ooneuired to give 
dna chiuch the preJerence, in mt eHttnuttiMi, ow 
all the «tberg I had ever «eeB. In tact, I qoestioft 
iriietber any thing, in «acred architectura, except Ihs 
FarthenoQ, in all ite ^torj, oonld hare more powar- 
Italh^ «eued u^n my tHaffaiatiaB. 

There ira« eome diffiddtT- in finding the indiridut 



V of the enviroB* whioh i. . . 
bat at length I wm encoemful, and asceoded the 
windii^ Mam with my female guide before me. Tba 
^1 WW perfectly lamiliar with the building and its 
inooinparable beautiee, and exercked all the nghta (tf 
ftiailisri^ hy lotting upoo the whole wiu the 
nuwt ooMplete indifference, though she knew the 
things which atraogen ware accustomed to admire, 
and pointed them out to me. When we reach a cer- 
tain ele vation, the pes«age tnros round, and leads by n 
narrow ^aJlei^, or corridor along the aide of tlie nave 
avd ohoMV whence the moat excellent view of tha 
interior of the ohorvh is obtaiaed. We th«i pasa 
Orer the rotrf of a portion of the choir, as in aacend- 
ing the tower ef the Abbey anx Dames at Caen, and, 
after tolling roond and rovnd the tower for eet eral 
minutea, at length emet||e upon Uie root 

Here I sojoyed a view which it is mooh eaner to 
admire than deacribe. Beneath my feet was the <Bty, 
eoattmct«d for the most pnt of a bluish gray stoaa, 
and affording the most striking conb«at with the 
rich Terdnre of the fields which surronad it. A 
snooeHion of green meadows, sprinkled with apple- 
treea ia blMeem, and tniTeraad 1^ the nlrer watorattf 
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tfie BienBe, I«4 to the *igt of 'the ieft, vhMe Mntt' 
tiDd p«M«fnl waters sppe^ed like a nflMtion of th«' 
Aj in a mirror. In the extreme distance, towards 
the southwest, the shores of tiie bay of Concate in ' 
Brittany, and the promontory of 8t Malo, 8tret<*ed 
out like a vast wtute mole int» the ocean ; aad, hn« 
and there, small rocky isles rose like pyrumids of 
gray mist among the waves ; while, in the faregroiind, 
the lazy wind dreamin^y impelled a few small sails 
alon? the shore. Turning towards the nortli, I 
beheld the rarie^ted landscape of the Cotentin, — 
hills, valleys, woods. Tillages, chnrches, and chateaux, 
smiling in the golden sunsbiiw of May, and rife with 
histoncal associations. Here St Evremont was bom ; 
yonder the Abbi Saint Pierre | and, on varioos spots, 
within the circnmferenoe of the horizon, Oe4«rey 
and Bebert Guiscard, and Tanored and Soger, re- 
nowned in the ftnoals of chiralry, and Lebrun, Doke 
of Placentia, and Consul of France, Towards the 
eastern extremity of the city, are the ruini of the 
ancient aqueduct, which, up to the beginniBg ef Qm 
eighteenth century, supplied Contances with water.* 
Excepth^ its position, and its cathedral, there is 
nothing Tery remarkable at Contances ; which, on 
descending from the tnwer, I quitted for St Lo. Thia 
email city, which I reached early in the aAenHHm, 
occnpies a charming site on the eastern banks ef the 
Vire, which mns in a shallow but rapid etreun 
beneath the foot, as it were, of the town. The public 
promenade connnands a singulariy fine prospect of 
the valley of the Vire, and the bitts which oommand 
it; and, o^ng to the elevation of its position, as 
nrach, periiaps, as to the taste of its inbaoitaats, t^' 
streets are clean, and present a remarkably lively 
appearance. The church is large, and built in a nobtei 

• Dnanii'WaL iL p. UML 
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ttyie of architeoture ; but I btd jmt teen the cathe- 
drol of Coutoncei, and had no admiratioD left for anj. 
thiug inferior. Thi« town, however, must be a 
charminff resideDoe for gtraugera ; the environs beiog 
beaBtifu^ the situatioit healthy, uid provisions che^. 
From 8t Lo I returned through Bayeux to Caen. 



CITAPTER XX. 

CoOtgt Boyale, or Lycle, of Catti—Draaingi — Play- 
gtoiBtd—Gapii—Stfictmy—Hulory of the Vnixertity 
-^PiBtMn GaOay of Can—Portrait of Jama I, by 
SuitHt—Good Friday— Svrviee in Iht I^fferenl CharcKei 
-WatlofjyeiioHoninlhe Worahipperi— Picture of WO- 
' Ham tht Conqntror— Unhtallh!/ Spring— Prtfiaion of 
Floaeri—Rtarirtg of Biet- Croaiang of Frogt- Tiiik- 
'limg Sound prodticed by Tooda, 

Thb business of education is at nresent punned 
with great spirit and inteUJrence in NonsaDdy. Th» 
oolleges, generally, are well reflated, and the pro- 



with great spirit and inteUJrence in NonsaDdy. Th» 
ooUeges, generally, are well regulated, and the pro- 
fessors men of learning and ability. The ColW« 
Royale of Caen, more generally termed the Lycee, 
and formerly the Universi^, enjoys, as it has always 
done, a great reputation in France, and counts among 
its pupUs from thirty to forty Eog-lish yonths. In 
my visit to this establishment I was accompanied by 
au able and intelligent priest, together with one of 
the professors, a young man no lees distinguished tor 
Ae simplicity and mc^esty of bis character than for 
his aMjuiremeuta. 

While we were waiting in the parlour for the 

Sntleman who had kindly undertaken to conduct va 
rough the bnUdiDg, I en^yed myself in ezanuniiiy 
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tiie drawings of th« pnpils which hmd obteiBed thw 
Torioos prizes, and were suspended a^nst the mdl 
in this public apartment, in order at once to gratify 
the ambition of those who had been anccessfiil, and 
to excite the emulatioa of others. I oboerred wiA 
pleasnre the name of Burke at the foot of a Teiy 
pretty landscape. There were two drawinM, how- 
ever, the one from an antique statue of toe Muse 
Terpsichore, playing upon tte lyre, the other of a 
female head from Oirodet's picture of the Deluge, 
which exhibited so much ease and rigonr of touch, 
tiiat I should certainly argue highly of the lads vho 
produced them. Throughout France great attention 
IS paid to the art of design, and, in general, the pro^ 
ficiency of the pupils appears to be equal to tbe 
pains of the masterB. 

The parlour where these drawings were placed is 
a spacious and tofT; apartment, destined for the r»- 
centiou of parents who visit the children, and any 
otter persons who have business at the college. Bat 
if the room be good, the small quantity of himitare 
which you find there is in excellent contrast with it, 
and causes you to imagine yourself in the parloor of 
a gaol. A few wretched chairs of all patterns, not 
worth a shilling apiece, huddled together here and 
there in the different comers of the apartment, ooii- 
Stitute the whole of this liimitnre. 

From the windows of the parlour we had a Tiew 
of the play .ground, where the boys were then at their 
exercises ; but^ as in the Palsestra of ancient Oreem, 
strangers are not admitted to mingle among the lads. 
The exercises were much the same as are practised 
at pQblic schools in England, — leaping with a p(4e, 
halt crickets, &c. In contemplatiiig Uie forms sad 
features of the boys then engaged in their gymnattto 
gports, I was particularly stmcK by the extrmordinarj 
want of dignity observable in tneir conntenanoea. 
Th«7 were neariy all inScieBlly pinup, healAy, 
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.^■d mhiMt ; but I oavldnot diaooverA nni^.fitoi, 
rraurluible for that jur«iule beautj, sofni«gs, and 
grMW, of wbich f ou aught find a hundred . exauplei 
at- HuTow, or atty ether great icbool in Engliuid, 
«ad which might tnake j«u doubt whether the fea- 
taues were auisculiae or femiaine. Neither could I 
perceive any thiog of those indMcribable indication* 
■ ot kitelleotuality, wbiob, even in the dawn, of life, 
foretdl the glorv of ibi noon. 

From the panovi v» proceeded to view as mud) 
«f the other portions of the huilding aa irere risibla 
«n that day. The Lf c^ lomia tlwee sides of a larg« 
^nadraogle, of which the church of St Etienne cod* 
. atitutea the foucth side, Aronnd the ioterior of tUa 
..avadrat^le thub a, htfty piniaa, like that of Covent 
Gardeo, and resembling what is found in almost eveiy 
otbor . monastic lOr o«nrentwal building. Her* the 
. Beoedtcttne monks, to whom the abbey formerly 
beloDged, UMd to walk to and fro in rainy weather, 
'Meditatii^ some of those erudite works which their 
. «0iigTeg«tiOD bestowed upon the world. In oam 
, comer of the quadrangle is tiie chapel, into whicli 
ire aould not, on the present occasion, be admitted, 
- because two or three of the lads were there with a 
priest, preparing for coofesaion. We therefore pro- 
ceeded to toe refect«rv,~-a mafnificent rooo^ at least 
seventy feet long, and proporttonably wide and lofty. 
The waUs, to the height of at least tirelre feet from 
the ground, were lined with oak paneling, omameDtad 
»t the top with beautiful carved work, and covered 
with » fine shining varnish. Above the paneling 
' there were uuierous pictures, of which some were 
anaient^— land theyseemed to possess no inconsiderable 
merit; but the light was too scanty to permit of onr 
Bcmtiniziflg them very closely. The piece whigdi 
. oocuiiied most space r^resented iJie Conquast ol 
Epglai'd by the Ndanans,— -an event which. appeara 
to be M^rwh.in eMfy Kamun's miitd as if it had 
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. happened ^atterimj. Aahm m I conid j«dg«, hew- 
•TV, tke size of thia piotnre wBi ill prioB^al iBarit. 
On. one ride of the [oom a small pu^t is fixed 19 
tfaiaat the wall, from vhiah a pereoa rwtda to the 
boTB, — aa formerly, 1 gappoee, to tti« owoks, — wUle 
they am at diimer ; though, a» for a» utility is coik 
Mraed, be might aa well whistle a GarauD waits to 
them, far huD^r is no lever af homiUes, The ^ecdsb 
for tluB piece of pedastk abtardity is, thatit pi*- 
■cme sileaoe ameng the )>of%i h«t a good dioiiar 
Mid a good appetite woald Ao tiutt much better. Two 
itag taUes, one an each side, eztead frota ose end 
of tha aparfanent to the other, and stand apgn two 
'* IS of boarded flow, raised about ta~ - -'- - ■ 



the itAoe pavemeat, which rani lioBg thrMigh Um 
««ntr«^ KM it fcuteed of 4iam»B^4hBped atones of 
-nnens coloars. The tables ware coTerad ceady for 
dimee. The d>ambai8 of the lads are olaaa and 
neat ; and a watchman peramliBlat«s the building all 
nubt, to pregeire oider aad Mrerant aooidenii. Tlw 
whole auDual expenae of a hoy's edacatiou at this 
place is tktrty>two pounds. 

The uiiTeraity of Caen, n*w reprasentcd by the 
hyoim, or CoUtge Royale, was fow^ad between tba 
y«M8 U17 and 1422, by Henry V. of England, who 
at that aenod was master of this capita of Lo«w 
Konnandy. The fint profeaaora of the BsiTenity, 
moreover, were EagUsb ; but tlte histwisBt- vf the 
nty, from enmity towards their foreign iastmcton, 
hare neglected to record either their names or their 
Henry VI, by latten patant, iasnad^at Bouea, 
the uuiKwr < " 



in 14S1, 

The nnivenily having been the creatioa at (ha oivti 
andwritieH, it' was tnonght. »ac«Baary, in 1437, to 
•ppb, with'a Mbe of 14^iD00 linrea nodeni imii^, 
to w* Popi^ to obtain hia ^oatoliaal coafiniMtioa. 
Ste jpaM baiUi^ Caen bnwmg been appointed bjr 
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-aaued the bisfaop of Bajrcnx t« the ofaaBceUoi^p, 
while the bufcops of LisMui: and Contaiioee wMe 
constituted f^nardiaBi of the apostolical privilcgM 
which -big htriinesi had granted. 

Under the asBpieea of the EngUab, the uaiTenUy 
oontinned to flourish, until, io 1450, Caen WHrettlun 
'fcv tbe French, when the piivil^fes aind importaDce 
-Mthis institatioa w«« a)»idged. Neverth^M*, the 
Cmiidns of those daje w«re but toohappj,acoor>i>a(; 
to the Abb£ de U Rae, to have their pnviL^eB tkm 
clipped hj their " legitimate king ;" and, from avert- 
■riwi to a more -d^ibed condition, or from that tpirit 
«f adnlatioit by Whioh the Tolgkr are alwaya actoatW, 
ar, pwhaps, in order to ward off the suapidon of 
faanng been attaehed to their English master*, the 
ingfmiouR Cadomense* proposed the barning «f the 
charter which had been granted tbeia by the Engliah 
Bovereign. The hiitoriM) of Caen t« of oninioB, 
howerer, that dua wot oarrfing tlieir ingratitude B 
Htde too far. 

The character of the other placet of ediicMioH in 
Caen has nothing to diatinguiib it Irom that of other 
iiutitationa of the kind. It is fixoeediDglf Cttriooc, 
faowever, to obierre the hoys breaking out firom ose 
iaf diese scboolt in winter, each little BhiTerio^ urehua, 
ingtead of books «■ a aatcbel, bearing in bis hand titf 
nuniature ^anSerette, which preTenta him from fay. 
ing a snorifioe to the doctnne of buman perfectiliiUtf • 
'In manj- of these adio<^ there ia nerer aaj &Bt, 
-even in the seirweit weatiier ; but eadi of the yoww 
philosopheri pan his dorotions to JHsrcoiv wit£ 
Vulcan under his feet. The Hindoos, and otb«r 
Asiatics, who can sit all the year round in ahndy 
^ gardens or refreahing gr»*es, while ■tudjin^ UM 
commence their wridng kssons with their finger on 
ike warm sasd, have greatij the >ad^»ta^ otot us 
f»th» ptrlkvlar. There can b* no dMW^ J^ tlMfc. 
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that tmlegB acIi*ola be Ihormigbljr well wuMed, im 
mig^t as well m^e one holjrdaf of the wiiole wintei'i, 
Ib brre Beboob, tfae Diunber of the bojB nuj, per* 
hs{M, If eep op a auffidsBt wannth ; but where tbe 
■didan are few, the firee should be vreat : t» exp««e 
diildreii to personal di*oamf«rt ia ioaUy croel «ad 
injnriom. 

The picture k^^7 of Caen, wlikh aoue aathoi* 
hare treated with mere coBtempt, oeutaiiu a htr 
anoieiit paintings of great merit, among a ooudderaUe 
auinber of very poor modem performancet. Theve 
ie no catalogue; and the ooniervBtw, M. Holouia, 
vho might tupply the place of one, ie not always 
there. One is therefore left to gam tbe names <tf 
the artists and the Hobjects (^ the pieces. The fint 
Ihiog' which Btniek me was a Hater DolonMa, said 
W some to be a copy of Carlo Doloe, bat which I 
uould rather take to be an aUe ii 



oil the pathoe and tenderness of that great master, 
bat the exonisite delicacf of toacb, ior which hia 
pencil was aistiDguisbed, ia wantiiw. The bead ii 
enveloped, or rather shaded, a« nsua( by tbe folds of 
a large blue mantle, which fall down in large mawea 
aroaad the ligure. The &oe, though &r inwi beiaf 
beautiful, is singularly expreuiTe of that d«q» bat 
silent Borrow which the loss of a beleved child eansM 
in the maternal bosom ; tbe eye*, swollen and red 
with weeing, ue turned wit^ a aurt of pious rs- 
proachfolneas towards heavea { me " big round t««r," 
the last of a burst of grief, is on thep^ cheek, while 
the clasped hands and heaThsg boMm bespe^ tbe 
strngile* and the agony eoiuealed in Ibe depths of the 

Ou the apposite ride of the room is a picture 
fortBtngthemostoompleteooBlraet with the ai>»Te, — 
*' SamHOn deUvered to tbe Philistines)" whitJi it ii 
rery dear anst be of the Datch Ecb«ol, frem the 
chMMteriitio gESaSHH of the deugi^Mid ^ minute 
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Adah of the ezecntion. Delikh, a kdy of verjr 
am^ dim«DHonH, aad sinister aspect, is tepr«s«iitBd 
reMioinr silmost naked apoa * c«uch, with th« hnga 
sdison in her baud, with which she has just Bbom 
the IsraelitiBh hero «f his magical lock». Her coaraa 
form and meretiicioiu connteouice appear alive with 
delight at the success of her treachery ; while SamjN 
son, like a lion canght in the toils, turning round 
towards the oawardlf mffiaus who are en compassing 
him, soawls at them with a mixture of amazement 
and fiiry. The Philistines, in some doubt whether it 
be perMctl^ safe to ^nroach the giant, seem ansioua 
eacn to vield np to nis neighbour the honour of 
binding tne strong man. The objects are sin^larlf 
well i^oupod, and the stoij is told with striking di»- 
tinotness. The scene is lighted up bj the glare of 
torchttt, held by individuals in the rear of the crowd. 
In the same apartment there is a small landscape 
not unworthy oi Cuyp; the foreground is so warm, 
fresh, and sunny, the trees so rich, the air so pure> 
The background, likewise, is invented with great 
felidty : lonely, pastoral plains, abouudin? with wood 
and wat«r ; faille blue, distant, and poetically beautiful ; 
and a sky bright, pearly, and natural, such as oae 
would love to dream under on a summer's day. . The . 
Marriage of the Virgm, by Perugino, is chiefly 
remarkable for its truth to nature i the figures, 
though stiff and hard, are not at all more bo than 
those of men and women sometimes are; and tho 



accessories, sodi as the drapery, the buildings, &c, 
are singularly well delineated. There is a. snudl holy 
fomily, which, from its sharp but strong manner.and 



the singular style of the colouring, I should take to h9 
by Dominiehino. A portrait of James 1. of England, by 
Rubens, taken when the royal pedant was somewhat 
advanced in years, has a very strong resemblance to 
the received portrait of Lord Bacon ; the same close- 
ness, the same cunning, the same hardness of character, 
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are viiible; and, vlMterm- 1101017 "^J *>y to tlifli 
ooBtnrj, tht kingf fo^ii everr whit as wiie as hit 
miDiMer. Jndjth cutting off m« beftd of Hotofemeat 
by Paul Veronese, said to be the identical pictnr*. 
de«crib«d by the Preaident Dnpaty io his lettere fronr 
Italy, is A piece altogether io me style of our modera' 
poetiT ; that in, it is only faonible, tboagh mwnt to 
tie sublime. There are several other pictures of great 
merit ; but these are the moot conspicaoas, and peiu 
hsps the most valusble. 

It is chiefly from the manner in whioh a nation 
celebrates the myateriet and performs the ceremonies 
of its religion, that foreigners, in general, judge of tho 
force and fervency of its piety; and, ^tbongfa Ithinfa 
that nothing can be poBitively inferred from diesfl 
things, I am still persuaded, that a careAU obserratioa 
of them may aid us ma teri^y in fonhin? our judgment 
of a people. Good Friday being wie of the iDost holy 
days of tlie year in every Christian country, I wat 
curious to discover how it was observed by the 
Nonoans, and walked in to Caen early in the mon»- 
' I had been previously informed, that the 

as were hung with black, in token of tb«. 
moumiog of the land, and dut great prepuationa 
were mdiing to render the ceremonies of the di^ 
peculiarly striking sud effective. On approaebins 
the city, I was strongly remmded of an EaglisE 
Sabbath, for a dead silence retgpMd on all side*. On 
the road there were extremely few people ; noncy 
indeed, but s knot of female peasants hastening to 
mass, and two or three workmen who imagined themi- 
selves too poor to keep a single holiday iu the year. 
On Sundays, the air is alive with the music or the noise 
of a thousand beUs, caHlng the faithful to prayer j 
bnt, OS this day, nothiag of the kind waa heard : in 
fact, no bells are mng during the last tiiree days of 
this holy week. On entering Uie town, however, 
it beoame evident tha^ thm^ the ohuroh nay be 
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«KtrMaetyde»tm)Btectiaeftitsboly<lsTBtobe»h«rv«d, 
tiie dupotition of tke people, seoouded by the ipuit . 
of Che govenun**!, prevMled. The hour of divina 
Mrrioe had hagaa ; but the akofi of all kindg were, 
open, wigom vere driring' to and fro, and the «rery 
day buMiteea of life, in all iti deUils, was goinr on aa 
mpoa ordinary oocasions. Evea at HtB very £iMfiiof 
the ohnrcfaes, the devotees of business were thiidkig' 
theae of religiot), with as petfect an indiftereaee -ae if 
they had been of u totailj diffarent faith, wfaicb, p«r- 
h^^ they wen. 

The ohureh of St Jean, tyine exactly im My miy, 
wa« tke firrt tliat I entered. Here the aervice.iraa 
aauideraUy advaitoed: the people nere thronf^a^. 
towards tbe eastern end of tne buildin|f, wbare ^e 
prieeti, in CMwiderable nnmbera, were nhantiog Urn 
fcfrioe aloud. The altar, I observed, was huDi; wilb 
Uaok, the priests were dressed in the same otAma, 
an4 ail the pivtarea and ima|^, wont to be warahi^^td 

doth, in reaaenibnutoe of the aheddig? of the Uaod 
of Christ. Beliind the altar, in a sBalT chapel, waa n 
tasub, renreaeuliag that in which tbe body of Chriat 
was laid by hia diatiples : it waa rery tastdaUy 
eanatructad and decorated, and hong with criinaDB 
anrtains Mngcd with white. 

Abont the rajlings which Hq>arat« the choir tmm 
the nave there was a coatiunal throngiag Hid eblni^ 
away of pe^^e, which itronrly ezdted my curiwity, 
and, placui§p myielf among taose who were crowdiw 
with anxious lo^s towards the q)ot, I soon nnraveUel 
the mystery : tbe object of their eagn' devotion waa 
to kiaa a little silver image of Christ, fastened upon a 
CTMS of ebony. The pncet, who presented it to dte 
lips of tile devotees BuccesstToly, carried ft amall 
wbito napkin in his other hand, to wipe iha in««tli 
•f the ima^ after every kise. 

Fmu this ohnreb, I repaired to that of St Fwi«, 
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mber^, thotigh the bgildiug be mora lirfty md iBftg^Bi- 
fi(«Bt, the ceremoBiM were leas Hplsinlid, and tlM 
people le«s ifenteel, and lees nameroaa. It was market- 
daj, however; so that, if there wen fewer people 
within tiiia church, diere were manjr more on the 
outside, with apple-stalls, onuiges, cauliflewers, Sk. 
' — ikiuff, chatting. Mid driving ba^ains u eame«tlj 
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frcwntbisbadi]' situated church I preoeeded to that 
of St Bti^ne, where I found stiU fewer persons than 
at either of the former, and a more etriking want of 
Aeeeaey and devorum. TJte greater portion of Qie 
bed^ of the chnrch was emptj, and the little mob 
wMoh crowded &e ricinitv ot the choir cousisted 
ohialj of poor woDien and dirty bvys. The women, 
whose deTOtioD seemed to be warmer ^an I had 
befbra observed it, thronged, in a very close and almoet 
tumultttMis maaner, about the choir — the place saered 
to the men, — and as man j aa could find roooi kuett 
down upoD the stone slepa ; but they were ever and 
aaea ooiapelled to rise, hy a fierce, bmt^^oc^ug 
grenadier, or beadle, it is impossible to say whicb, 
with a hidberd and silver-headed eane in a'a hand, 
iriie-apolw te them in the roimflieit and rudest tone 
unagiBable. Being one of the privileged sex, I 
entered the sanctuary, and wslkea up and took my 
poeition near the ^tar. 

In • moment or two after this, the whole body of 
oSdating pneeta, with t&pers in their bands, preceded 
bv a troop of little boys, also bearing taper% put 
Wemielres ia motion, the prinoipd person among 
then ahantiDg aloud as they marched. IsBuing ont 
of the (dtoir, they defiled between the columns, and 
swe^ing roand the body of the ehiuoh, came up te 
a small chapel, im which there was a tomb enclosed 
iif wh^ e&rtaiBS. From this tamb the light of day 
was a« ^ as posaUe excluded, in order to rive the 
tiyen an opportuoity of showing themadres t« 
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advantage. Isto dils cliapel I made Mver^ attempts 
t« enter witb the rest, but haTing^, 1 suppme, yfry 
much t)i«ajr«f BheretiG inmyface, Iwas pr«T«nt«a, 
—in the firtt place W the grenadier-beadle, and in the 
nest by a pnest, wild stood seDtinel at the door, to 
repel the profiuie. 

At length, however, after rarions mtniecesifiil 
eDdeavonrs, I obgerved the door nn^arded, and, 
atealing s march upon the prieets, stepped in : bat 
there was a crowd before me, and it was at fcst 
impossible to peroeiTe distinctly the objects in tfte 
interior of the tomb,tTom which, as I have observed, 
daylight had been sednlonsly excluded, in order to 
render tapers necessary. By degrees, by dint of 
mnch elbowing and pushing, and perseveranoe, I came 
up to the mysterious entrance, and found two jolly- 
looking middle-aged women within, attending', I 
imagine, to the tapers, and performing varions other 
imBli offices. Upon the threshold, as it were, of the 
tomb was placea a small black crucifix, with a thty 
figure of Christ, apparently of i vory, fixed upiHi it, 
which as many as could squeeze so far kissed twice, 
upon the feet and the mouth. 

T cannot blame the devotion of the catbtJics, when 
it is sincere, although I may disapprove of the mode 
of expressing it ; but I certainly conld wish that they 
would be a tittle less noisy and irreverent in their 
dinrches. On this day, for example, when they were 
assembled to commemorate the most awful event in 
the history of Christiani^, there was no religions 
Solemnity observable in their condnet or countenances : 
they talked, laughed, and clattered about with tbeir 
noisy wooden shoes upon the pavement of the chnrch, 
as if the whole ceremony had been a mere secstwr 
pageuit got up purely for amusement. They diooo. 
vered me to be a stranger by my Seriousness ; for, 
while 1 was looking intently at the movement* of 
the priests, a gentleman in the choir inquired of que. 
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if I wer« not & foni^er ? " I Wb," I replied. " We 
luve HuAe Wiliiam here," said he. "Indeed!" I 
«sidauDed — thinkine Uut perhaps thef contrived to 
introduce him into &e ceremonies of Good Friday— 
■* vhere is heV," — " In the aacristj," rephed my 
informant ; " and, if jou will follow me, I will shetr 
him to you." 1 aceordiuglf followed him through 
crowds of women, and when we had reached the 
wtcristf, I saw, no^ as I had expected, a statue of the 
joonqueror, the true hero of Normuidf , but a picture, 
•ue of the many of the same kind and merit which 
pretend to be portraits of the tyrant. There was 
nothing new in it ; but, as the gentleman had taken 
tbe trouble to shew it to me during the most solemn 
mass of tbe whole year, 1 was careful not to seem 
disappointed, I therefore looked at it agtda and 
again in rarious lights ; and, after having seemed to 
bo vastly satisfied, I politely thanked my conductor, 
•nd.retsrned to the choir. It shouU be remarked, 
that ia this sacristy, in a pUce of inferior eminence, 
they have a statue of tbe Virgin, with a very fierce 
dragon g^ing at her, while she looks about ber with 
the mo«t peifect unconcern. 

The soring was this year extremely tmhealthy in 
Normandy: First, intense cold; then suddenly, in 
Marob, a dwree of beat, equal to what is sometime* 
£»lt in July tn England, which brought out, as if by 
magic, the blossoms and the leaves; then ^ain, in 
the beginning of April, a return of winter — a cold 
north wind, accompanied by sleet, and afterwards by 
.heavy snow, which was observed next morning lying 
•^wntheUossoaisandin thebellsof theflowers. One 
day, fire was bighly desirable j the next, it was not 
to be endured, but, on the contrary, the windows 
and doors were thrown open, to temper the heat of 
tbe rooms. Am might be expected, every person 
caught oold; numbers were laid up; a great many 
4iea, espet^y peo^ a UtUe advanced in years, but 
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tAo, under ordkiar^ eircnmstanM*, Bi%lit rtmomMf 
hnye anticipated a considerable exten«<m of exiat«B««. 
DurtDz the winter, the atmoapbere bad be«n gtrntitHj 
more dear tlian itlond»d | wd there wu oompsatiT*^ 
little raiu. Wben rain bllg in spring or iiUDaier, it 
h in toraent« ; but the aky soon dears up. Tbera 
b B great deal of tbundar and lightning ; bmt Ufli 

The plains in the newhboarhood of Caen are pr»- 
AHely covered doring tae spring itnd aumnwr DUtnttta 
by latge red and blue flowers, whieh favenr tfae 
passion of tha inhabitants for the rearing of bees, I 
nave nerer myself been able to regard bees aa an 
object of rand economy. The mere sight of then* 
little creaturee, waftii^ through the air, or clastering' 



npon the flowers of spring, awakens other feelings 
t£aa snch aa arise from eonsiderations of the ouatii^ 
of honey. In other days, when the spirit of Uont^ 



aad Virgil was fresh apiNi me, I have delighlsd t« 
watch them in the morning alighting on (TOcnses «r 
Tiolets, cool and moist with dew, or hunmiiBg' abtMt 
joyously, as if they too had sonls, and could feel »bA 
enjoy the religious beauty of the universe : An4 
BOW, when I walk forth here in Nornaady, on a fine 
Sunday morning, to look tor bees among the ftowers, 
while the matin song ascends from the catholic 
diurch, and my children are running about the gaiw 
dens or the fi^ds, those dnya seem to return, will 
their rich golden sunshine and Iukuit of feeling. 
The spring is earlier here than in England ; the ait' 
in general purer, and more baoyant ; and the ssb 
much warmer: it is therefore agreeable, eren m 
March, fo ramble into the fields and gardevs, t» 
watch the budding of the young trees, and note tb« 
prcwress of the seseon. 

Tn* bees, it seems, are remarkably fond of die 
white flowers of the sarrazin, which disoolonn 9mi 
spoils their honey. I am not infwtsed mpectin; th* 
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elfect of the fiowora of VKrioni [riaBts apan tlie Gtde 
nniMilr tbemtelTM ; but it ii well known that tlw 
jsioc of certain flowers OMnBnnkatoB a maddenit^«r 
iatozicatin^ power to the honej; a* was discorered 
by the Ten Thooaaad in dieir retnat, when, thrawh 
e>t>ag a little of it, half the arm; loit their semes Mr 
tweaty-foor houn, though they afilerwardt recorered. 
And Toumefort obterTe«, that the bees of Mazeu 
derxD, whioli feed diieflv npoa the flotrerB of the 
wild ohodfldendroB, prodaoe a bonej which came* 
(«mparBry madness. The bees of Normandf , how*' 
ever, do not, aohx aal can learn, produce an artii^ 
of such deleterioDS qualities ; it n merely rendered 
daric coloured and disagreeable by their feediD|f on 
the flowers of the sarrazin »ad the cdza. The flower 
of the rosenuffy is here supposed to improTethe taste 
of Ae honOT. The cruel practice of destroying the 
bee* in order to seeore tneir treasBree is not yet 
baaidted from Nonnandy. 

AnMmg the aignt of epriag in this coimtrTi there is 
one which is any thing but poetical ; and that is, the 
croaking' of the frogs, which, io tibe ^nsk of Um 
eveDiDg, and dining the night, is so loud and unin- 
termittmg, that it disturbs one's sleep. T neyer heard 
any thing resembling it in England. It is almost as 
loud as the scream of the quail. And every pond, 
ditch, and river in the whole country, appears to 
nourish myriads of these rivals of the nigntingale, 
who seem to rejoice exceedingly in tnning their ter- 
rific vtnces, and " making night bideons." With this 
infernal croaking, which nightly brought Aristophanes 
into my head, another sound, which I heard lor the 
first time in my life in the neighbourhood of Caen, is 
frequently minuted. Having occasion to visit the 
, city one night in the early part of the spring, I was 
staitied, on approach!)^ the Falaise road, by a soand 
reaembting the distant tinkling of small beUs, break- 
inf aiiddaaly, and in a ctiange manner, upon the e«r. 
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While I was fuaaag, md CBdekTovring to oo>jectar« 
what it might be, a hundred ainiUr soHiida ieemed te 
burst up out of the eftrth, in variouB pUoeB, until all 
the fields around were olire with this strange munc 

bird, or reptile, or insect, and was listeniog to the 
olear, silverj, ftaTj tiakling- ia the distance, wh«B 
the same sound suddenly burst up in the grass at my 
feet. I now began to imagine it must be the grass- 
faoppwB calling U> their mates; but, upon inquirinf 
of us peasants, the only persons who appeared to 
knoip any thin? of the matter, I was informed that 
the owners of tuese fairy bells were the toads. Other 
persons, however, maintuned that it was a species of 
liaard ; others, that it was the frws ; but, upm the 
whole, the toaids seemed to bear the belL 

In walking otm those pUins, especially duriflg warm 
weather, one is made diswreeably aww that the wa 
ia infected with the smell of the maowre which the 
fartatn spread at this tine of the year orer thair 
fields, and which is so strong, that it overpowers ikm 
natnnl sweet scents of spring. 
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INSTRUCTIOira TO SMIOKANTS. 



CHAPTER XXL 

Lulruetiimt to intending Enigrantt to France^ Cain lAi 
- ■■■ "- - *■ - -"u„,_Z - ■ 

tcith tk, 



tUaibtt SittuOion — kent of Houm—Lodginot— Artida 
mfeA PamiUet *o^ to carry icith tAtm—Snperiontg of 
Waga of Frtnch Stnantt—Httd 



, _ ^ — dUnfon, Domfrimt, Morlain, and Aeranchtt, 

elieaper placa of raidencc than Caen^ Absmteti do not 
Uve more eeonomicaUt/ Ikan al Home— their Live, unhappy, 
from Wantof Oecvpation-^ French Proleilanta at Cam— 
ByUM Qmgrtgatimi. 

' To tfaOM personi who ma^ be desiroiu of rending 
ia this part of France, an extct itatnoent of ttn 
oxpentM tbej* unst necessvily incur, may be iKefitl. 
Ho MTioD dedrons of eoonomicing thould think of 
Mtttrag^ at Rouen, or, gen^ndlj, in ■ny part of Upper 
Normandy, which, I imagine, ii one portion «t the 
kingdom where proTisioni, hons^-rent, &c. are d«aresL 
Hbttc de Or&ce ia too commerdal and noiay to invite 
the nnidence of strangera ; Honflenr, though ocoapy- 
TDg a healthy and piotureeqne site, is a dull and dirty 
townt and Cherbonrg appears Ut be unhealthy. 

Caen, the capital of Lower Normandy, and the besir 
built and most pleasant city in all the north of France, 
is the principal rewdeoce of the English in the pro- 
Tinoe. I ihall therefore first give the prices of thing* 
in this city, and afterwards mention such other places 
as vie most nearly in attractions with Caen, so that 
the reader may, from this account, at once diicoTer 
the oheapeet and moat eligible sitiution. 



HoBS»4«nt is very flu* irom being low at Caen. A 
Jioiwe large enough to aSorA comfortable bcmwubo- 
dations to ■ flwiify of tea persons, with servants, wilt 
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OMt from laOO t« 15O0 [tmux (£*S to £60) p«r 
mnmim, unfumwhed. Ill* mine hoiue, fnmutiM, 
would cost from 1800 to 2200 frsDcs (£72 to £ 88) 
p«r Bnaum. A secoDd rate bouse, unfomufaed, from 
600 to 1000 francs (£24 to £40)i fuiuiahed, frou 
1000 to 1500 francs (£40 to £60) per annum. Thia 
difference in the rent of houses arises more from the 
situatiou, than from tlie quality or fitting up of th« 
boiueii themselTes; those m the higher qiuirtdr, ohie&j' 
ialubited by tbe English, being much de«rar, in pno- 
p«MtioD to the nccommodalion they atford, than these 
which are situated in the other qoarfera of the cily. 
No foreigner pays taxes the first year of his residence 
in France ; and persons bave been frvqneutly koown 
to remain three or four years in the ooautrj witboirt 
p»ying any. 

If a bouse be ttJt«a for a term of throe, mx, W 
UBre years, sis montiia' DOtiee is required; it for 
one year, three months' ; £» any term nndtr that, ono, 
month's. Lodging are genei«ll^ taken by tfc* mentH 
in Franca, and it is extremely difficidt to proMue ray 
for a shorter period. Id the city of Caen there are. 
upon BO average, about twenty or tbiny bcniaM, 
Raited to the Uate of tbe English, to be let aniHiait^. 
There, as elsewhere, the faousee in the viUages i& tae 
neighbouifaood are much cbe«{ier, and have geaei^tr' 
the ad vantage of poeseising iM^egm'dms, weBatMlced 
with fruit trees. 

Tbe greater nnmbw of person* going iato Lomtu 
Normandy, go by the way of Sonthamptun and Havre 
d* Qruoe, between which plaoes there t 



pftokets coBsta«tly plying; but a family tH" tw^ 
wishine to bare th.e whole packet t« Ukemselves, 
might hire one at Sonth^pton, wbich, foi twent^- 



five pounds, would take tiiem, and all thew Inmgei 
to the quay of Caen, the «^)taind^«yiag all hafJMSiT 
duea and charges whoever. It wonld be nsBiMaMfy, 
however, to gire tbe captain timely aoCi«e, tbat bo 
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■a^t adrertise hii intflMioii «f tdinf feteeagun on 
his retoTB. This pus^ can b« nude onlf dnriag 
the high spring tides, ttA^ag «S frmn Bngluid three 
da^ hefure the fall or dutoge of the moon ; ud maj- 
be performed, with a fair wind, in eighteen or twenrr 



' It maj- Bspear to be (aperflnom to enter into Very 
nnnnt« detaiiB nepeotin^ tho nrtioles which a ^niily 
nay brin^ with them to Prance ; bnt, xince toia aaa 



w are erery day experienced for the w 
of iirfnmation «f thin kind, it ia better to run the risk 
of being tediens, than onit aaj particnlti* which nugtit 
be useful. In the first j^ce, all Icindg of wearing^ 
apparel, of which mhbc artid«e may be neir, if pro- 
periy made up ; soffident bed and table linen for tbg 
nse of the family ; a gmall qnantit}' of plate, gnch m 
HMMM, forks, &c : knives aad oraiaary forks may 
Itkewise be t^cen, if tliey hare been ased. Brusseli 
owpets, or any carpets made with thread, may be 
taken e*«r, if a little wiom, by paying a trifling ^ty j 
but Kngtisli woollen carpets are prohibited entirdy. 
AH kinds of kitchen Dtenails should be taken over, 
M articles of this kind are of a very iitferior descrip- 
tion in France. Fyroitnre, snch as mahogany taMea, 
dcswCTS, wardrobes, &c. pay a duty of fifteen per eeU 
npoa the valae in France. By obtaining perminien 
mna the principal cowmistioner of cuhI^b*, a plan* 
forte, which had been used, might be taken over, by 
paying a dntr of fifteen per cent ; but, however old 
or damaged it may be, it cannot be valued at less tfaas 
000 ftnnce (£24.) A harp, wbat«ver be its valae, 
pays a duty of thirty franc* ; a vitrfin, three frasM. 
There is a ti^ing^ doty on new book*. 

English families are rsrely or never satisfied widi 
French servants, who, besides being too familiar and 
prellaming, are genei^y exceedingly slovenly and 
dkty in their habits, and often leave their {riaeea wnUi- 
ont an hour's notice. For these reasons, it i* daily 
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hcc — t pg m<w« and mora A« fasUon to t^e »*»• 
Ba^iah servants ; which ia certainly the m««t jiidir> 
etoiu mode of proMedinf, u it ia with the uteoM 
difficulty that BtrangerB aoomnmodRte thenuelves to 
the iiiiinn«n of a foreign people, luow e^Mcially in 
the matter of domestic .economy. 

TTiCT who choose to em^y Frmch serraMta may 
b« glad to know the w>;fei uaoally paid : a man OMk^ 
from 400 to600franoa(je]6 to jC 24) per annum ;aB 
Ardioary man aerrant, from S50 to 400 frauos (£14 to 
£16) ; a woman cook, from 200 to 900 traaca (£8 to 
£12) ; a honsemaid, from IfiO to 200 francs, (£<i t» 
£8.) Serranta uanally nceire when hired a small 
sum of money, called wine moatg. Men terranta &id 
tfaoir own clothes. Common gardeneia raceive two 
francs per diem. 

The expense of travelling from Loodos to any gifCM 
pmnt in Normandy, may be ddeulated with the atauat 
precision ; that is, a person may know, before, he seta 
oat, within a few ahillings how mnch it will OMt Jiimt 
For example, a single iadiTidoal may tiafel fron - 
London to Caen for fire poouds sterling, if he deairea 
it{ and, of course, he may spend twenty. The prioes 
at the first hotel of Caen, from which those of the 
others may be inferred, are as fdlows : — A chamber, 
ft«m 80 sous to 2 francs ; break&st, in the Ei^iisli 
way, 30 sons, in the French way, 2 francs ; dinner, 
at the taUe^'hMe, and when the traveller remain* 
bat a single day, 3 francs ; when he remains several 
days, 50 Sous. The ordinary countt^ wine, 2 franca 
per bottle. Dinner served up in a private apartmeat, 
from 3 francs to 5 francs, acoordiDg to the dishe* 
ordered. When a gentleman travels with a servaat, 
the eipensea of the latter nearly equal his own. The 
nmncipal hotels of Caen are, the Hdtel du Place 
Royale, the Hdtel d'AngVeterre, the Hdtel d« la 
Vivtoire, and the Udte) d'Espt^nci 
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Cmd, howtter, is not the place in which peTMiu) 
who remore to Fiance for the pnrpoee of eoonomyi 
shoold reside; for living them is Bomewfaat deuwr 
tfaan in moat proTindal towns, of the ume aise, in 
England. The pteceg in which a foreigner may rMlly 
lire cheapl}', are Alenpon, Domfront, Hortun, and 
ATranehes, where bonse^ent, the neoessaries of life, 
the price of labonr, &c. are very low. For exanqile, 
while a dinner at the table-d'hdte oaeta three franci 
at Caen, the iame dinner will cost only one franc at 
Mflrtun. Id all the B«cage, or woody portion itt 
Nsfmandy, in which Hortwn ig situated, the meat i^ 
moreover, of a better quality than on the seacoaat. 

With respect to the propriety or rKtionality of 
emigrating to France, I can say but little, aa meet 

Seraons who take anch a atety have particnlar reasons 
)r BO doing, which do not admit of being set aside by 
any Mber condderationa whatever. It is certain, how- 
ever, that they who go to reside in France for pnrpcma 



very few things cheaper in France than in England, 
excepting wine and brandy ; and, with the aid of 
these, a man may certainly kill hitaaelf for a trifle in 
that country. House-r6nt, as I hare ibewn above, 
is tai from being lower than in towns of equal site in 
England ; and it is considerably higher, if we consider 
the quality of the house, and of the fnmitnre which 
is put into it when it is called fnmished. If penota 
ever gave any thing in France, it ia by rigidly denying 
themaelves ail those pleasares and comforts which they 
were aeciiatomed to enjoy in their own country ; bnt 
thb they might d« at htaae, with for leas trouble, and 
a mach lees painful sacrifice, only removing to a little 
dtatanee from the scene of their prosperity. 

Indeed, there are not, I imagine, in the whole world, 
persons more to be pitied than En^ish eo«HioBiB«« 
on the Continent Cat off from aU old aatodationa. 
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liiBT bacoine rcatlen, &wtisiaJ, nnlMMiy. Tba^kre 
faldotn mfficiantJ^ ■umeroiu in any ^ IiuBe, t« altew 
•f 8M)h person unon^ tbem finding BO<iety exMtfy 
Kccordine W hia ta«te; sad, wluteTer they may pM* 
tend t« uie oontrarj, t^ey never thorouf h)y enjo; the 
aocietf of the sAtivea. Rednoed to the mere nm— I 
mtifiotious, tbty eat, drink, sUep, and creep urn at 
diaaeotent and obscnrity to their graves. Soat «f 
^em, it is tme, enjoy that sort »f ezcitegMnt wUeh 
pmbUBg- famiabee, and whioh peo^e witboat iMttiM 



eattnf and drinking emigranta, and generallv end"^ 
faraisfaing premati^y a tulgtet to tbe pTomeii demoo- 
Mrators of tntOntBcy. 

In proportion to the length of time tfaef hare beeB 
away from England, their MtriotiBm, or rMher tb«r 
nsfioaality, is etroog- ; far tbe fetding inereasM m titm 
■oftens down tbe noplesMiit and beiybteiis<h<ag r c»» 
■Ue featoree of their own cMintry in thnr tatmniry. 
Bnt tjii* <mlf renders then more vnhappj^ in thon> 
■eWe*, and more diaagreeable to tbe inhabitaMa,-b7 
Mmrtantly impelling them to imtitate comparieoBi 
between England and FraDoe, whidi of oenrse ata 
die>dva«tageoiis to the latter. Beaidaa gamUiaa, 
tbej hare a few other auHuicnMntB, — Hcuidal, cM- 
cniiition of dieir eipensea, bidls, partiea, akd new»- 
papen. Bnt still their time is badly tilled »^ aad 
mmiAt remaina to be devonred by idl^eaa and emutL 
Oo into the street* wbenarer yon please, yen will 
geneeaily otnerre two or three knots of i^i^lialunea 
•• the- lDok>out for ezciteineBt, inquiring about tha 
kinc'a beahh, the emancipalian of tbe Jews, w tb« 
atmal of tbe laatatean packet from England. Bvary 
new comer is regarded as a godsend f«r a few dfrr«, 
— that is, until be ceases to be new ! aad then aw>A«r 
comes, aad anansea sod disappoints tbem ia bU turm. 
.One excellent regnlatian has bees ad^ted bf th« 
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BvglHlt abroad : * atmnger, on hii airirsl «t anj 
^AM, calk fint upon as many of the residents aa m 
ocsirM to be acquainted with, and tbiu kaowa juat 
M many persons aa he wishes, and no more. 

There is a considerable number of Freach prolM* 
(ants at Caen, — as manf, perhaps, as eighteen hnndred, 
—of whom H. L« Cavalier, the principal banker 
•f th« citT( is en«. Their t^urch, whica is a ren 
ueient edifice, siln&ted in the Rue d« Geole, is 
elegaatly fitted up in the interior. There are two 
ministers, and dinne service is performed twice evetT 
SoBdajv This cfanrch is hireo by the British resi- 
dents, for whom service is performed bj a dergyman 
of the charch of England, under the sanction and 
with the lii^uce of the bishop of Loudon. The 
French service commeoces in the moruiur at eleven 
o'ckick, and in the afternoon at three : the English 
Mrrioe at a quarter before one o'clock, and in the 
tftiaag at half past six, daring the summer months. 
During Lent, lectures are given in the course of the 
vrttk. ■ The coagregatioas are generally nnmerons 
t«d respeotable, and the holy sacrament is frequently 
admiuiatered. On .Easter Sunday last the number 
af aommaoicaiita, of the English ceDf[Tegati«D, 
■mounted to more than seventy. The minister of 
tie British, congrefation is paid by subsoriptiona 
raised aiBong the residents; but he is not particularly 
veil paid, his whole salary, if it may be called so, not 
mnoh exceeding jE 50 per anuum, — a very inadequata 
reBnneration for the iVequant servioes required. The 
preaent minister ia the Rev. Dr Benuet, an amiable 
and worthy man, piously attached to his own church, 
bnt asceedingly t^erant of other creeds ; in short, 
precisely anch a.mau as shuutd be intrusted with the 
do^ofaoeriticalaposition. The protestant cemetery, 
wfaMlL is at a eonaiderable distance from the church, 
ia wtanaire, and wiclosed on all sides by lo% walls. 
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EXCUasIOH TO UFTBK MOKMAHDT. 



CHAPTER XXII. 
Jfnvnioi Id Vfptr Xanundg — Seattff lAma TVawa— 
I Catn—HonfleuT ~ Celehraiio 



Pout I'EiHfiie—Aiiafination thert — March of Tra^ 
mn Catn—So^fltuT — CelelH-alion ((f Whit-MimJaj/— 
' Rmm— The PiMic Library— M. Zicqatt—" GraduaU" 
of Dmid d'Maabmnt— Anathema inictibrd U a Mitial 
~C<m of MH^—Tht MuemH—Tkrtt I^ttm^—bf 
lt^lkael~I>ortniil ef Mmom— Piatiint bf Jorimm, 
Canalati, and Van £yi, the iivmter of Painting fs OS 

— VUa of Jtimni from Moai St Cathertni — Sota^ic 
Oarden— Grand CouriSet, Bridge— Bridge of Boatt 

— School of Dtiign — M. Langtoit— Tht Cathedral— 
I>t*ppt. 

On MvatKj, Ifa^ SIK, I left CmidcUm M- Mf 
put fonr in th« momiaa:, tm k nut to Upper Sve- 
Mandjr. CroMtBf tlie Adds, whiofa w«ni ooMMd 
with B Avar at hmrj u tkftt whkk falls ia H«lweB, 
I met the dJlig«DC« M SfonieTilk. The Mocninf .was 
•vw«a«t ud coid, uhI the cowttiy, tiionfcb vwreNd 
witW ridi verdnre, had a 



^pwuwHM. Hy 

GnMt, a p«aatAtir 

■MO, of neqieotabla imMannee, 

remote part of Lower Nocmaadf . 



C»Ht, II |iinii»i>l fiiiinhijiiiil Hijiiiii. mill I mi j'wwift 
Mon, of neqieota' ' 



B approached Tnjvn, wiio-e thera iaa on^ 
but VMy andeiit cbnrvh, the oauntty muMii- ■ 
mora lm>ken and piotnTeM|ue aspe«4 beii^ lifted «p 
by the moniii^ ann, tvlucb had dow acattand the 
cumde, and waa thMUMf ia all ita biiWaoM. I^om, 
Troani ire daaoend, bj a Tery.romaBtM read, int*- » 
daap aad braad valley, tb« maadowa of whicb mm 
wholly oovarad with water ei wi«la^ andjbaanAi» 
all Borta of game kaown -in the couttrik On th« 
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oppotite aide u Hdve of bidbU eminenBeg, thiddjr and 
b«uitiiiilly wooda^ extend in an undolating line tirom 
north.' 1« Htntli, and exliibtt taatj ebKraiii^ pieces of 
scenerj. Here we crowed the ^maU riv*r Diveg, 
which ancientlj formed the boundarr between Upper 
tuid Lower Konnaudy, and entered the arroodiMe- 
meut of Pont rEveque, one of the moit romantif; 
districts in the preriuce, ^Mundit^ in steep, woodf 
ascents, and deep, narrow, winding valleys. 

The approach to the town of Pont I'Bveqne from 
■OaOB is exoeediDglf fine: Tumiag suddenly round 
the bend of a hill, we discover beneaUi our feet, as it 
were; a lorely Ta|ley of great d^b, thickly covered 
with wood, with neat dweUin^ peeping np here 
and there among the trees. In the distance, a line 
of blue hills, of various fonua and elevations, close 
the view. Poot TEreque itself is a consideMhle 
town, and, a few months ago, was the subject «f 
casvBrsatim throughont all NoraaiHly, on account 
of an'a«saffiiBati»n which had been perpMrated tbera. 
Two men of low rank «|aarreUed at an tuiberKC, and 
1KB of tii^, like Byron's I^ra, eooceivijig nimsetf 
tO'begrtevoBsly inaalted, ftrflowed tiie oOin OKt in 
tiM dani, overtook hiw in a lonely part of the town, 
atabbvd bim, aad threw bis body into the small hat 
deep and rapid river whiefa mns thraugh the jdace. 
Ths body was juoked up a few nulea below the town, 
tmi the assaiaa, upon wfaow suspicion had instantly 
&Uen, wae apprehended and imprisoned; but, owHi; 



to certain circumstances which upearad to mitigaU 
'his ttteaem, he was not guiUodaed, at ~ ~ — *' 
hut only iMpriaoiicd for life. 



SiUodaed, at was expected, 
'e. 
e passed, the town was fiUedwith 
uwops aareiiiB^ ^P"* C^'ta, wbeiw it was indna- 
trionsly reported ttet varioas attcvpts had been 
iMd« by iitwnditriei to prodnoe a conflagration. 
Ona d^nvH wu* told diat kre balls had been thrown 
into the Iiyo^; thm the run>Mir was sfrDai tb«t 
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Mine of tlw neighbonriiifr ▼iU'fM ttad been w^nni 
fire ; bnt, when we cane to inquire mora particnUrty 
into the matter, we always fonnd that tner« was m 
troth in the tUsrj, and that in fact no one «ONld.teil 
with wbon it had originated. HowcTer, whethef 
well founded or not, theie. sttniea fumiiibed Iha 
gwrerninent with an axcase for inundating- the eountrjp 
with troope, while manr evil-digposed personsdidnot 
•craple to insinitate, that it woi the Eoglieh wh^ 
were the authors of the buroings, which w* wert 
required to believe had taken place in our inunediaBe 
neighboDrhood. 

All the way irom Pont I'EreqQe to Honllear, wt 
meet continually with verj fine sceoerf, the charaoter 
of which improTcs as we approach the latter town, 
the Seine beio^ occasionally visible between . th^ 

K'nta of the eminences, with the heights of tlw 
ys de Caux in the distance. The aeaotat iota 
Hoofleur, between two loftr rows of elroa, with the 
titf and the sea before as, the Cdte de Gr&ce «n o^ 
left, and a charming valley on the rigbt, ia tru^^ 
beautiful; and the day we entered beiiig Whi|» 
Monday, when the inhabitants and the peaHntry of 
the vicuritf asgemble to celebrate the festiviil of NAtxfi 
Dane de Gr&ce, even the town itself looked wclL 
The streets were enlivened by groups of youiy 
women in the picturesque costume of the country^ 
wending their way towards the chapel of Our Ladj^ 
or returning thence in the confident aeaunuiee «^ 
having obtained her blessing. 

From Honfleur to Rouen the road runs alon^ t^ 
right bank of the Seine, sometimes commandma- a 
view of the noble streaio, and scmetimeg departing 
considerably from its course. The river, indeed 
here makes numerous bendings, while the road haia 
of course been rendered as straight as possible, an^l, 
wherever it is visible, flows through a fine val^efi 
flanked on both sides by piatureequA hillft , .,,.-■..' 



BOUEH— M. LIOQUBT. Wt 

' W«' naehedBoflOii" about nine o'clock in the 
crn^n^, too lute to ailow of mjr Mtdog aay thing ol 
th» pfaioe. The next morning I oonunenoed my 
^nmination of the citr with « visit to the publii) 



if « Bumoer of bo^ who, havii^, from variona 
iMiratioiis, disooTeFed me to be a stranger, wei« 
Wnbitioiis of Berving me in the capacit}' of fuida> 
With the aid of <we of these, I quickly arrived U 
Ifae libnrf, where, with aome little difQcolty, I feiutd 
M. Lioquet, the librarian, who v 
kinily g ■ ■ " 

predaely the same sort of iotroductioQ to htm front 
a member of the Society of Antiquaries as I ha^ 
to M. CI<^iigon at Alen^on ; but my reception 



yery Afferent. Though evidently making an effort 
to be rivil, I coald easily perceive that politenese at 
Brbanrty formed none of tne qoalitiea of the rentle> 
Bum's ODaracter ; and perhaps the fact of my having 
been well received by the editor of Voltaire, wu a 
reason with M. Lictjnet why he should be as insipid 
M possible, for be himself, 1 am toU, is a Bourbonist. 
' M. Licqaet, however, is a clever man, and, if onv 
nay jnige by his translation of Dr Dibdin's Traveb, 
is tolerably well acquainted with the English langnaga. 
Indeed he himself assured me, that, although he couU 
•peak it bat indifferentlv, if at all, he understood it 
* perfectly well." fie tnia as it may, he is an «■• 
Mseively dry and disagree»Ue person in conversation, 
mdeas he chose purposely to appear so on the occasion 
in qneition ; which I mention, that he mar, if I havs 
mistaken him, have an opportunity of setting me and 
MTend of his fellow-eitiiens right on that point, for 
1 have been informed by more than one Rouennaii^ 
that my ideas at the man were those of a large pro* 
portion of the good po<^le of Rouen. 



" QRADUALI. 

ThR« 18 very HMb to d«lig^t or amase my ot6er 
tbau & niBre biblioaaniao in a f^hig"vi8it to » pvMie 
Hbraiy, for wh»t adVanta^ is there to be deriwd 
from the ontmdes of books, or eren from their dotes 
and titie-p^v>a? Thongfa there arc deveu hundred 
snaiiiaciTpts, there are fen- upon which M. Lioqttet 
. appeRre<ltosetanyparticntarvsIae,at1eMt»nac<*uiit 
ef the beauty of tMir exeontion. Among Hmro th» 
first was the Gradvale of Daniri d'BeuhoDiw, «*»- 
«Ht«d for the abbey lAurch of 8t Onen, asd^empMed, 
«fter thirty years' labonr, in 1683. I^e btm and 
weij^ht of the book, which bme b«en aMertaiMcd 
with M maeh exaeMess ae if the inat*»r were of md 
importsnoe, are as foUowa: — Length two feet seven 
inohes, breadth cMie foot ten inches, weig-ht sereoty- 
Ihree ponnds. It is certainly a splendid performBDee, 
thon^h not worth thirty yens of a man s life. The 
rignetlea, whieh are abent two hundred hi nolnber, 
are executed with cmwiderable aUlity and delh«cy, 
and with coloan of the richest and meet brffiiaat 
kinds. The first of these vij^nettes, renreaentiiig Ifae 
angel announcing to the shepherds of BethMinatfae 
coming of the Messiah, is an extremely pretty {wetare, 
eontainin)^ a sleeping shepherdess of^ great merit. 
The sheep, as well as the shepherds, are awake, and 
appear to be tranquilly enjoying themselves. The 
angel jnst pats his head out of a olovd, as if he were 
merely informing them of the matter «n pasumt. 

Hie Graduale is rahiable for what mw be tenned 
its intrinsiu merite ; but there are tivo others, whidi, 
thong^ they hare also their value as works of art, 
are esteemed chiefly on aocoimt of their anti^iii^. 
Of these the first and most extratK'dinary is * miasal 
|n«se&ted to the abbey of Jamiege by Robert, b i e h B | > 
of London, afterwords archbishop of Oanterbmy, 
IT there were no other proofs of the (hot, we Migot 
infer that books were extremely rai« m thosadaye, 
ainoe the donor of this mannsonpt tbovffht it -— — 
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wtry to kapmMte dawnatiom nptm Ac pwsott -who 
maitit aoy cii-cinuBtmeea siumla rc^re it from ^« 
aUej. Dr Kbdta Ium co^mI a portioii of that 
eKtnorikoKrj anotbema ; but it u so onriooi that I 
think it ahwid be given to 1^ publio entire, a* a 
pnoof of the £erce and iiuthinkiii; piety of our 
anoeston. It ahoalit be mnaikad, however, that 
tie«o lis no oertaiiit; of it* kaiving been inscribed 
tipMi tha book by Sobtrt; and iodoM, a portion of it 
beinf wiitt«n in Uacker iii3c, and in a mv* modem 
akaneter, the premunption qipeara to be, that it ii 
the iohig *t «ome tan^aiaary mmk, who set a higher 
■ahia Bpon par^ment Utaa apoo die sonb of men. 
B« dm as It mav, the anatheiaa is as follows:— 
t Notnm ait omnilnu tarn prwaentibas quam fiitnris 
per snccedentia tempora fidclibns, quod ego Robertaa 
iAbba Ctemmeteaiam jnias, postmodKm vent sancte 
IiOndoDiaruin presuL factas, dederim mmun balto 
S*Bot» Marin ia hoe mihi cotnmiMO -monacbomm 
SaiMti Petri caoobto, ad honoren saactoram qnonuai 
btB m^Mia affitor, et ob mMDoriale mei, nt bic in 
pBtfetuam bM»«atiir. Quom ai qnis, vi, vai dolo, mu 
tjinoaao wodo, isii loeo snbbwxerit, annnvaMt, propter 
qnaa fecant, deMmentam patiainr, atqne de hfar» 
TiventiBm daleator, et cum justis nwi seribatur." 
Xhe addition in Uacker ink is in die same spirit, — 
" Bt sevnissina szcommBmcstioDe dempnetur ignia 
vel vanm de pidliia qtue dedi ieto loco subtraxerit, 
MsvaUa onuBtNita, eandalabra^rgentaa, nre anrum 
databnU." 

Intbe prieeipsl apsrtBent <tf the library, fpom the 
windawa of which we hare a vwj fiaa view- of 
the aurronndii^ countay, there is a case of medals 
nfrwentMig the meat celebrated indrridnals of eb*> 
dma timai, priMdpalh' of Prance; amoBg which I 
pmHonhxfy netieed those ot Abelard and Brioiaa. 
Abalavd is f> Wt m&ah'B costmH, and somesriut aid i 
bnt, ■encflptiagi the noae, wUeh is a Uttla too amaH 



nA pmaM, HfflbiM MexM^ wbftt ilieriMdA fc^a-v 
ft |trand, wajrwuid, impuaioned wonui. The ifligirw 
on ber tomb, sopposM to be an exact likenem, refV^ 
ientt her with it note of tfae trae Oreciu finm^ 
which 18 more congmona with our ideas of tdA 
■mtimeitt aod inextinguiriiaUe paanoii. Among um 
■ule beads, 1 could not lee that of Napoleon. 

From the Itbrarj 1 wemt to the mmettiu, which is 
<^en every day to strangeri, wbere I found the «m* 
aerrator as canuaDiiicatiye and obli^ngaa M. Lioqnat 
was tfae reverse. There are serwJ eitrenwly £■• 
uctares in the collection; bnt here, as weH as afrtfet 
iHmuy, there is no catalogue, so that one is obliged 
to discover, in the best w&y he c»n, the bist«T7' kad 
wUhore of the various pieces, except when H. De^ 
nmps, the Donservat«r, Is at hand. 
' I was here fbrtnnate enough, however, to Main 
one of those rapid acquaintances, which oowsti tnM 
one of tfae greatest pleasures and pains of eravelb^ft 
■inee thsf are no sooner made than they are hmkoA 
About the middle of 4he gallerj', a yonng artist WM 
bnaily at work, copving a copf/ of Baphael, ftr s — 
oonntrj church in toe nei^hbouriiood of the city, m 
I afterwards learned. His bland, op^n oeant«BmM 
tempted me to speak to him, and we very qniekly g«t 
into conversation on tfae arts renerallj, aiid moM 
eepeciallf on that of painting. Ue had studied tlttee 
Tears in Italj, and toA also been in England, when 
he bad seen and admired the magnificent prodaotiorfa 
ofHartio, of whose genius he spoke with entiiasiaBU. 

I had now a guide through the eisllery Worth m 
hundred catalognee. We moved from [4etan tt 
^otnre, extolling one thing, oritjoising another, b*t 
oertainij more pleased with ^e conversations ttM 
pictures gave rise to, than with the picturec them^ 
selves. The Caennaia boast of possessing an ofixfall 
of Perugino, the master of Haph^l ; bnt we had nen 
ftreo snail pie«e^ sud to b« the woric of Ii ti | l|Mi 
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UeHri(Tia.-'<'The Ad«ratM«of theHagi." " TIm 
fiafttiui," md'^TheResniTectionofChmt." Ibey 
w«M painted, •ecttrding to tnditian, when the great 
wtict was but fourteen jears eld. They are certeinlr 
Tny aiunent, and there u no reason why they shoulcL 
ttft he the pToductioD of the " difine" Bapluel ; tor 
gmiiu, tike every thing else, haa its infancy, aol 
thaaa- are the creatione of au inunature mind. Th« 
fannajve stiff, the oowoteuancee by no means beau- 
tiful, the landseB»e« preiaM, starched, and nnrilamcal, 
••it ware; yet tliere is the indication of latentforc^ 
4m, nt Uaat, «im fancies so. 

A portrait of Ninon, painted by I know not whom, 
ia perfectly exquiaite. It was taken when the ladj* 
waa yeno^ and innocent, if she ever was so, for it 
betrays none of those qualities of mind and heart 
wbuo have rendered the oriffioal so iamous. I shouU 
have ooDJectured Ninon to have been a dark beaa^, 
with tnaM* of jet, and eyes of fire; hut she was 
aatitiag of all that. On the contrary, she was a deli* 
wbe blimde, a rentle modestJookin^ creature, with 
Wa* eyes, and <£eeks slightly carnationed. Her only 
drefect was to have had hair too fine and scanty, her 
trmaiia being rather apetogiea for rinf Iet», than thosa 
fi^ annay earls whicn one woold bare eipected to 
•ee on the temples of one so fair and to celebrated. 

Ooaa to this portrait, as if the picture haneer had 
Haaat to be aatuical, is a picture of Venus and Mar% 
.— devcr, but uoauceessful as an embodying of beauty. 
The goddess, seated in a happy and chaste attitude 
■pen • coueh, regarda with a tender, sweet, but by 
ao means volnptuons smile, a group of Cupida drawing 
the iaoMrtal bwaioide towards her. " Daybreak,? 
if Jordaen%is apioture of great originality and truth 
tft astHM. It is just SBOh a scene as one might aee^ 
iM^ sHranaer morning, in the country, by rising a 
litUe before day, hot s» admirably natural, and m 
«B|Hia^dr fauahed, that it would beinpowbU 
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M we and not be stradc ij it. !■ tbe-fertgrowrf is 
• Dutch -ten^fwrd, widi a ^nyof Masanta'AhB* 
EactertBtiGaUj emplored : one is Hccndiiig' a Iwldat 
to e, bBnrooBt; luioUMr ii boay aboat the «»in«; a 
diird IB otMnipied ia wmie otlim- m«d laWnr; wiiUe 
th« hgiA ot tAe montiog is just befinuvgf fiunil;' to 
tarn the tky gnj in ^ ettst, and to- ^«««d itMif 
«Ter the «*rth. TIte traeg, tbe fields, die -diMnt 
hills, Bie soen «m«rgiag from the darlcD«M with itfa* 
ircih dew upon them ; and ffrerj' ^ng, 'in &ot, «* 
•KacUy M we find it in natare. This is the sot* 
charm of the picture; but it is irreihtible. 
. 'Between Jordaens and Csnaletti lliere v a nut 
difference; j^ I can admire the ardHteotnre and 
•rtificial eeenea of the latter, at well «s tbe hsMmI 
beauties of the former. Canrietti hn two fine pi«> 
titteg in the ooUBotion :— " The Caatle of ^t Am^dktr, 
with the ne^boariog qnuter of Rome," and "'Th* 
Pope blewinjr die TiW." Vemot, who kM afeo « 
- pictiire of " The Castle of St Ansel^' in the gallery, 
W brought the eea ap to the wa& of Rome; and) la 
another Bceoe, has sent the Tiber dashiif by thelbM 
of the ColiMtun. 

~ The finest picture in themoBeuiB, BOcording teith« 
' ^neral opinion, though it be bat little to tay ta*te, is 
" The Ecstaej of St FranMH," br Ladorico CamKUf 
ind the most curious, " A Virgin mirronnded'br An- 
vels," and a group of Tonng wtwien, not at au lew 



ne, by Van Byk, the inventor of painting ii 
The painter has introduced his own portrait into the 
nicture, regarding the dramtiti* periotuf; end IImm 
IS but little likelihood that -he ha» flattered hnmeH^ 
for Jie looks exactly like a half-starved pander. 

At the extrenMty of the piinci^ MwrOneM is'« 
Statue of Commie, of the nKtnral eise, in lerrM tmtta. 
Thene are several pictnres, by )«ang artiMi, aonw «f 
which are clover, paftunilarif a woBna ooiiiiBg> oot 
of the bath, by Bapawme. 
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When I had ew&idaailj exsnineil.' tbe Tslnible 
^otnrM, And ^need over the in&rior ones, I took 
wy lotTe of my young artiit, after haTing- made an 
cn^afement to meet him again in the aftemooa, 
wun he promised to ihaw me whatever was most 
worthy of notice in the city. The first thing I did 
on -quitting the mnseum, was to visit the Mont 8t 
OalfcetiiM, a hUl which oommandg the whole city at 
RoaflB, and was fonnerly ravwned by a laige and 
Ufty oastle, from befw« which Henrj IV. was r»- 
pnlted by the Maiiqais de Viliars. Of this castle 
nothi:^ now remains but two tragments of wall, 
which mtiat very Booa be overthrown by the stoma 
of winter, and even now appear to menace the 
OBvnry traveller, who may screen himself from the 
wiad beneath their shelter. Near the same spot 
finnariy stood the Abbey of the Holv Trinity of th* 
Mountain, and the Chapel of St Michael's Priory j 
but at ptflsant no trace of them remams. 
. The view from the sumsiit of . Mont St Catherine 
is exoeedingly fine i the Seine, with its green and 
traoiy iriands ; the dty, with its . numerous spiral 
and public buildings ; and the verdant country, 
h«miaed iu on all sides by blue hills. From thu 
beight I dcMcnded again to the city, and, baving 
BtroUed for some time along the Cours Dauphin, 
anteted the Botanic Garden, — asmallplot of ground, 
well'ttoeked with plants, indigenous and exotic, and 
kept in great order. At Caen, the Botanic Garden, 
•a the contrary, >« allowed almost to run wild ; at 
WaM I conjaotnTed so much from a single glance I 
oneaemght of it, when, after attempting in vain to 
obtain pennisaian to visit it at leianre, aocMupauied 
by OB* «f the ablsrt botanists of the city, we got, by 
eonatderaUe numceanriDg, inside of the gataa. The 
only reaaon fear our exclusion was the nrindpal 
gardeaar's being ashamed to tdjow hit BCgject, and 
Ute effects of it, to be aaan. 
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' The Qniad Coon, 'wliiek ram^ iIook ike.)iSffltt 
bank «f ibe Seine, fr«m tk« New Briw«,.t*wa(i* 
Parii, i« a very ejitnAiA prowwaiie, and T«ald '4a 
^OiHMir ta & graat capital ; but the walk Best tix 
liTW u blacked ap with h«ap« of lat^ atoiwa, ooli 
lectod for the purfKMS of feeing- the qnaf, or feui fc i i ^ 
the approaches to the brid^. The people of Cwb 
k«ep their promeiuides in b«tter order, ThoDimMr 
in ivhicb the new bridge hag been isoutmcted Ja BMat 
preposterous : instead ot rmminr in a abwfat liaq 
afroas the stream, it makes a kind of elbow, arpcillt 
of which rests upon the little bile de U Croix, Ijiw 
nearly in the middle of the river ,- and thus, inttwd 
vl being- an OTaament, it is a disgrace to the labr, •U 
the reason I hftve heardgiTm for this alnurditj bvdsa 
real one, it is still more Jismcefnl to the auuoritua 
than want of tA8t« or jiH^pment : a very nA imi 
inftuential man, barinr a. house on one side of tin 
river, by which he wi^ed the road shoHhi ^ma, tba 
bri^^e was made crooked to oblice him ) *nd tkn^ 
for the temporary gratiScation of thia individual, k 
lastii^ monument was utterly ^Ktiled, and eonverted 
into a laughing-stock. The old bridge of' boMi^ 
which is a real object of cariosity to the visihM', haft 
been too often d^cribed to require my givinf aa^ 
aoooant of it - > 

As the hour appmnted had not yet airivad tit 
which I was to meet my young artist, M. Lnaiay 
Laog-lois, I walked through the city in atery diiao* 
tion, DOW pausing to observe the i^msbtictiOB of:* 
fountain, and now to note the eostame of Uw womsh 
who flocked about it In the cmitm of mynaU^ 
I saw a large, plain building, in the ctnventaal atyioy 
which had the air of having been saonlaiiMd, aB^ 
Ml oonaiderahle ourioaity to knaw tikat, waa goiBgr- 
fm in the interior. Upon inquiring of a laimUgbtor 
in thp court, I learned it was theScbool of Dobirv 
and, n wafiding ia that wnanitf aoA vbni^ '«^Mi« 
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Mt thnjw distinfukh tbe maniiera of artittt, I 
4 withent the WMt Iimitalion. Asceiidiiig the 

EBninf along a small corrtdori 
ich 1 gnppowd to be tliM of 
th« ttudio, kod, knochiag, wm hnmediatelj' adniitt«d 
^ » stadient of iK«t prcpoHMMin^ appearance. I 
vXplaiaed th« motiTes of mj- vidt, and, in an inatan^ 
vas ^nite at hmae among the f%ir yomig men vbo 
MBMmed in th& schotA, fbr the hour of Btndf wm 
■Mt. ^Ja all Bide» were modebi, deaigna, pictores, 
md eagraTiogt, — the VeniM, the Apollo, Hie Aatk 
noM, &C. What «trBck me most, however, was the 
eutof a girl, in plaster of PiHi, who had foimMly 
beea a model at this school, and was now at tlw 
oi^ital. It was most exquisite. The linibs weT« Of 
the fiaeet proportion, and the whole form tit the 
ttMt sracenU and delicate kind, except the nnper 
pBt Mthe toivo and the head, whidi were wuiting; 
dtouch tha stadents asetired me the j were erery waj 
apm to the portion of the figure which was before 
■s. The performancet of the pneib, a number of 
wluch I carefallj examined, were, in many ittstanoea, 
bi^lf CMditable to their falenti ; though I was here 
■Mire duo ever Btrudc by the doae, and almost 
•H^il* manner in which our }-onth are tan^t to 
imitate " the ancients," almost to the exclusion of 
the Btadj- of nature. The diff^ence between tlM 
Qredcs and us t^peara to conust is this — that ibej' 
studied themselves, while we only study them ; and 
Ae ratolt, of course, is, that we are able imitators^ 
,wfaik they reached the summit of perfection by 
ioMlMiiig' nothing bnt lurtnre. But, if 1 admired tiu 
talent, I admired still more the enthusiasm, Uberafity, 
and politeaeH of these yonng men ; and thode flasfahur 
rays <rf kme ^id conMenoe which appeared to fbreteQ 
fisliire (nuMBos in their art 

When it was near fenr o'clock, 1 hurried away t» 
tk* ita*JMJBims.£BbDiV where FmiteMHe iised. 
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waA wfaera I wu to meet with mjr obligia^ 7<Ht>W 
frimd, I^i^rtois.. Whtl« 1 iru lo«kiiif about, «na 
nqniring for tin hoNn, tbe nnnibera beinf m c«qi- 
fiued ftod htiddUd toother that thej were D« (;wi)c 
tlw one to the other, I was a<MMBt»d hj on* of ths 
•tran^est figures lever b^dd. It was thktof anuta 
about die middle aise, lean and lank, aad dnisM^ in 
a ioog graj frock, covering all hi« other g>arm«at% 
and fiwtened about the waiat b^ a broad loatfaMs 
girdle, after the oriental fiwbian. On his hoad wb 
a amall skullcap, froim beneath irUch a prvfoNoaef 
l»n°r Mack hair deeoended upon hia ■bould«ra, aod 
his ohia waa ^mished witb a beard wUeh a RabW 
mirht be proad to own. His oonntenanM, t«o, WW 
onwital, and hiagwtdiatof aman wbo had net been 
aeoDstomed to borae throngh the crowded alreeta ft' 
a oiTiliied conntrj', " Ah, von are inqoiring' for tba 
faouaeof M. Langioia?" said he; *■ I had oome oot t« 
-seek jfm ; he ia waid:^ for foo." So aaTiag, wj 
orifinal turned rwaad, and mored on before ne 
teivard the artist's abode. 

Tbia tamed out to be a lar^ and tplendid ntMMioii, 
aeTeral apartments of which were concerted int» • 
kind of ^llery, where the owner'a productiong were 
■napeoded on the widla. My atraoge oonductor, I 
found, waa the son of aa Arab, by a Fren<^vt>maa^ 
and serred M. banrlois aa a nodeL Ajbmv the 
avmerons pieces whioh covered the sidea of the 
rooms, and did no leai credit to the indoatry, than to 
the talent, of the artiat, were aeveral copies of aubjeota 
from the walls of houses at Pompeii — sudi as gmii, 
goddenea, &e. executed in a veff superior nuumer, 
and resemUiDKi as nearly as posnble, the Graek 
orioinala. Beaidee these, there was an ^widaBce of 
Ituiatt laadaisqws, figures, and ooataBea; together 
with aereral little sketches of Oraaian snlje«tt. Made 
during a ritort visit to that daaeic Ittid. 

Alter laakiBg for a while over tbwe watUM,' i*a 
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wdlnd oat to Me th» chnrohM, &c. Tfas 6nt 
e^ect f>fourcaiieeitf wu, of course, the Catfaedraj^ 
one of the most &nci«Dt and yenerabla religioH 
nonmuents in Normandy. Aooordia^ to natire aoti- 
qaarisna, the origin of thia edifice dates as &r bMik 
aa the end of tlie third, and the begiunitw of the 
foorth eentnries, irfaen St Mallon cosatracted a amaM 
t^pel, np«ii » portion of Ae giDe of the prcaaat 
.ehorDh ; but, I imagine, it would great))' paaale At 
(Met Mmte of ai'chit«ctunl oitica to diseover llie 
penu^BB of thi« chtnel. Th« preeeat. building b tlie 
work of King John i«rf Bngbad, who, after the 
destruction of the anciest stnuiDre by fire, in 1200, 
granted a Bnm of mcmey for its rnoonnnictiJDn. 

This oatbedral, mare reawrkaUe for siie tinn 
beMttyv is rich in biitorical atsociadona : here w«re 
iiiternd R«U», first Sake of NoraMndy ; Hichard 
Cetnr de Lion ; and the Regent Bidce of Bedfndf 
bat the particular ^ots where their heroic <hMt 
repoaMareno toDg^rlcnffwu. Auong the insorijitJODa) 
there is one, oa a monumeBt erected bj Diana of 
Poidiers M her bnebuid, deseiriBg of notice, as h«inf 
MM of the moat remarkaUe 

Sepalohnl liei, dur holy walls to grace, 
th«t ever was written. ITie widow thus apostro- 
phizes her dead husband : — 



Vt full in Ibilamo, Bic «it in tumulo. 

Hew futbfiil the iaiy was to her husband the reader 
need not be told. 

The church of 8t Onen, which has been visited 
and described to satie^, is certainlf a masterpiece of 
sacred arcbiteotnre, altogether as well wortn one's 
•eeii^ sa if it bad never before been seen. The 
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riinxdi of St Madou u kIm kdmired for its aMhii> 
teetare, u that of 8t Fatrio* it for its paiatAd 
Vindom. 

After Tititinff, in mcMwion, tbe rarions charobei, 
and odler pnbBc boildings of the ci^, ve retiUD«d 
to my hotei, where, over a bumper of finr^iuidy, wa 
dUonBied the merite of the numerotu atmcturM and 
wmka at art which ire had leen. It ii no doubt 
both pleasant aid useful to examine the external mauv- 
feetUiong of apeople'i genius, buiJi as their buildi]^% 
their works of art, and industrj | but the peopk 
tbenMelve» are, after all, the great object of stnof, 
and I bare always found more pleasure and iDBtratf- 
tion from coDversing freelf with a knot of original 
cr aober-mhided men, such as one may generally find 
if he choosea, than from the eight of a hundred pnUic 
edifices, howerer *aat or imposiqg. There is, to b« 
tare, a time for erery thing ; and, to understand a 
{Mt^le thoroughly, it is neoeMary to examine the 
craationB of their genius, no less than their personal 
tharacter. At Rouen my glance at Upper Nonnandy 
terminates ; for though I visited Dieppe, my stay wa« 
too short to allow of my taring any tning respecting 
it, except that it is a small, busUiog place, pleasantly 
situate^ where a atranger might, apparently, find » 
very agreeable reaideuce. 
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Anliqittiia qf Yieux, 

" Les plos consid^rableB dea peuples qui liabitaient 1» 
partie de la Neiutrie oil est le CnlvadoB, etaient Im 
Vi d u eau ei, on Bidacaaae*, dont la cnpitale, long-Mmpt 
plac£e i Baveiuc, a kti d^urerte pris de Caen, daitt on 
village ftppel^ Vieux. 

** Fr^ de Caen, k one demi-lieue de la rivi^e d'Oroe, 
eat le village de Vieui, utu6 daua une vallee foit AkexM- 
Tsrte. et voiaio d'une cairUre de marbre touge ; dea preuvea 
wiuiUet out fait pemel luuiniaieinent que ce village arait 
M autrefoia une habitation roinaiiie. C'eat le jugement 
qu'cD poita, vera la fin du XVIiae si^le, Charles d» 
Sourgueville, auteur de Stchercha et AntiqtUlit tU la vHk 
dt Coat. Huet, dang see Originade Caen, est dela nifiiH 
opinion ; maia il croil que cette hatutadon ilait toot 
implement ud camp ronuun. 

•• Daua un voyage ^ue TabM Le B<Euf fit en NormanA* 
en 1746, U tat k mime de Be coovaincre de rerreur da 
Mnnt iv^ue d'Avcaochea ; car, apr^ avoir ezamini lea 
lieux, et pri* conoaisBaoce dea ol^eta qB'on 7 avKit trouvi^ 
tfni »ou compari remplacement de vieux avec 1m 
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distance* bdiquiet par U carte de Peutinger, et ce que 
dit Ptolumie de la Bituation de quelquea vUIea voismeB de 
cette del yiduceasleiis, il en a conclu, avec la pluB grande 
certitude, que c'eat ii, a Vieui. qu'etait rAugiutoduniun, 
ciqiilale de ces peuplea, qui avaient pluaieurs autres villee ; 
entre autcea tArigaaa Viduconionaii, sur ou pr^a I'em- 
placement duquel a it& Hevie la ville de Bajeul, comme 
noua le diroDB plus baa. 

" On ne voit aux environs de Vieui qu'une aeuk mon- 
tagne, unite vera le midi, bu baa de laqnelle paEse le petite 
rivUre de Guine. Lea can-i^ree de pierre blancbe eont 
fort communea dana ce cantun, tt c'est ce qui deteimina 
■ana doute lea RomaioB a le choisir pour j placer leur 
demeuie. Lors de leur premier ftabliaaemeDt dane les 
Gaulea, lea villea qulla conatiuisirent n'ttaient ni closes 
de mura, ni form^ei de mvsona contigues les unes aui 
autres ; mais rAugustodunum, capitale dea Viducassiens, 
B'etait-il paa renferm^ dans le simple territoire de la 
paroisse de Yieux ; il s'^tendait sur one partie de celui 
dea deux autres paroisses plus voisines deta riviere d' Ome, 
•t qui aont un demembrement de celle de Vieui. tTuet 
en a Aut la remaique, et il ^oute en preuTe, que, euivant 
la tcadition du pa^s, il y avait autrefois i Vieia traia ou 
<[Batre ^gliaea. 

" Ce qui ajoute a ces indices, pour pronver que Vieui 
«tt I'Angustoidunum de la table de Pentinger, et la capi. 
tale dea Viducassiena, ce sont tea nombreuses dicouvertea 
4^Bcieiia debris et moDwnena qu'on j a trouT^ M. 
Foucault, intendant de la g^n^t^l^ de Caen, prit Boin, 
en 1706, de les faire recudltir, et d'exsnriner ceux qui 
•taient sur lea lieux. L'abbe Le Bteuf en a rendu compte 
dam lea Mdnoim de tAeademe det .Ascrtptimit, et Huet 
en parle dang sea Origmes de Caen. 
■ '■ On a trou¥^ en di9%rens teuips, dana le dmeriete de 
Saint-Martin de cette paroisse, et daiu le ehttnip nomDti 
CiatSont^Otkz, dea tombeaiiK de pieire courerta, dana 
leaquds ^taient enaemUe phiaicura squelettea, aymt de> 
hallebaidea a cM d'eux, dea pots, et dea tuyau de wm 
raiite, et de largea biiques omSea de feuillea d'aeantbe. 
" OndeoouvriteacsreauniSDieendiaitBnpiBdKoaibn 
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ie Ri£dallei du Haut-Bmpire, entie -aatfea de llmpirB. 
trice Crupine, femme de rEmperein Commode, jaiqu'A 
ConsCanttn ; un beau bassio de pierre, d'envinin dome piedi 
de'diBm^CCe, entouT^ de' troie nngs de si^gcB, srec une 
oQveitme, par laquelle, au mojen d'un es^Her de ciiiq- 
degr^, on deecendait dans le buisin, dont le fond 6tait 
tr^s-uni, et cooBtmit de belles pierres blntehea, jomtes 
ensemble aVee un dment tr^s-diu- et poli ; au-jleiMinB du 
bossin itiuent des tiiyauz de briquea avec dea pienes, que 
liait le mSme eiment. On abatdt une voQte qai convrat 
ane etuve, daoa laquelle on troare encore le fourneaa 
qui I'^bauSut, tont noinu de fum£e; dana nne petite 
TeiiStre, pluaienrs petits inttrumens dlvoire, qui aervaient 
dang I'uaage des baiEis i la piopret^ du coipi. On d£eou< 
vrit BUflsi plusieurs autres voAtea renversfea, qui fesaient 
paitie du grand bfLtiment ofi 6taient les bains ; Ies muts 
avoient plus de deux cent£ pieds de longueur et pr^ de 
cinq d'epaiaseur ; iis etaient conatruits altematlTement 
d'un lit de Mques d'un ti^s-beau rouge, et d'un lit it 
pieties blatichea, toutes d'un miime ^chmitillon. Hies avev 
du dment. A force de travail, on parvint a un aecond 
bassin, lemblable an premier. H avait I'ieoulement dc 
ses earn par des tuyauz de briqnes, qui les conduinient 
dans un petit vaisseau. D'autres TMhercbea firent di- 
couvrir un aqueduc, qui, selon sa direction, deruit paner 
por-dessoua le village de Vieux, pour reeeroir I'eau d'un* 
fojibtine qui en est voisine. 

" A cAt£ Ton a trouv6 lea reates d'un gymnaae d'un* 
grande itendue, conatruit aelon les i^ea d^crites pOr 
Vitrove; on TdScouvrit un grand tombeau de pierre, dune 
lequel ^Cait le aquelette d'un honune, et des m^dwlka 
romainea ; un fClt de colonne, dont on ne troura pa« le 
chapiteau ; la statue d'une femme, afant la t6te Toilte, et 
d'uoe gnnde beaut^, tenant une pat^re dans la main 
draite ; un Mercore, d'un ^d et demi de banteur, bien 
conaerv^ et d'une belle execution. 

" Cee monumena, et beaucoup d'aatree, qui fiirent d^cou- 
veita i Vieui, mantrent bieu que 14 £eait une Tille ; et 
cette vSie, oRlant de grands d^combres, et Stant siCii^ 
dans le pa^ dea Viducaasiens, doit n^ssairement £tie 
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1' AngntodnnniD, on capitale de ces peuptes, ainii que M - 
prottre judideusement I'abb^ Le Bieuf, dans la duaer- 
taijon que nous av ona Afjk atie, 

■ " Qiunt i la difiirence dn nom de Vieur et ^AMgntui*. 
wm, elle B'enlique pai le cbangement nirvenu dans la 
mani^re de designer lea cit£g gauloises vers le troiaUme 
d^e, ainsi que I'eTpIiqne I'abM Bele;. 
' " Oatie ces reetes de I'aiicienne enBtenee des batntans 
dn Besdn, on en tronve i Tborigny, petite ville du 
d£partenient de la Manche, tm tr^remarquable ; dcat 
On dppe de maibre, d'enviion cinq pied« ia baut but itmX 
dc large, et dont troi< etttta Bont cbarg^a d^Boriplifaaj 
On le dtterra dana te village de T'leuxenlMOicttlHafa 
iii#ine de la dfcmiTerte, U fut tmneport^ a nerignjr,- 
tiaigni de sept i boit Henea. Ce monmiKM teata Iraig- 
(empa dans I'obacurit^. Jean Petit, official et cbsBoina 
de Bayeui, auteur d'nne carte de ce dioc^ae, dont il ami* 
oitrepris lluBtoife, itait le premier qui I'ait emmin^ It 
m Alt bit pluaieura eopiei, plus ou moiiis oorrertet) 
nifti, dans un voyage qne fit l'abb£ Le BiBOf, en 1746, 
dans celte partie de la Nomtandie, il exainina le moniia 
nent, et en copia lea inscriptjona avee une gruidt exaeld- 
fade. 

*■ Dans le compte qnll en rendit i I'dcadfrnie dea 
Inscripiiona, en 1747, il nous apprend qu'on j lit ' qua 
ce cippe portait une atatae £lev^ en llionneiir de Tittfa 
Sennius SoUemnie, fila de Sollenininus, vidaeaenen 
d'origine, et IHin dee pontifes de cette ville. Elle lui Fbt 
trigee apr^ bb mort, sous le couaulat d'Anniua PioB vt 
de Proculua, en consequence d'nn d^cret g&n^ral de Im 
province dea Gaulea, dans la ville des ViduaiBaiens, euf 
on terrain concM^ par le a^at de cette capitale. Lc* 
tnotifa d'un te) bonneor accord^ p»r la nation a m BtBi|dc 
particulier, gont, eea services, son mSrite pnsoBDel at 
g^^ralement reconnu, ses liaisons disdngn^es, nuis aur- 
tout lea apectacles quil a donnb 4 sea condtOTena 
pendant quatre jours cona^rutift.' " — Dtter^tHon Topo- 
graphiqve et StatiMiqat dt la Fratict, No. 49, p. 41, 43^ 
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In Uhutrotion of the mbject of female dtrm, I irill 
00^, from the nalre but lantuticil biatoriui of th* 
Bocige, ■ very curious psraiige, (p. 336-241,) In wbieh 
tlw reader will discover an indignation igHinet el^ant 
q>pBTeI, wlucb would out hare di%i«ced a monk of tfa* 
niddle agea : — 

" Llidnllenietit det femmes du Boeage £tait tr^a^impla 
andcnneiBent ; il consistait en one camisole i large taille, 
a«es dea manche«, «u dehors desquels ^tuent deux ^laii 
VoluiDet de plis, qui prenaient depuia I'ipauJe, eC aboutia- 
Mient it de gnutds paremena plate, gembkbles i des alle*, 
'awddrridredeseoudesideB grandee nunchettes,fe«tonn^ 
A dem on trois rang!, fl'ouTTHient en ^entail, et couvraieot 
mn partie de I'avant-bnts, — mais ce n'itait que pour lea 
femmee riches. Leur« jupes de tirelaines ou d« seiga 
Uaent d^me seule couleur, sans rsyives; maia, ven I* 
a)nimtncem«)t dn ddde paasfi, I'osage des jnateajui-corf* 
d'Atamine s'iMrodnidt parmi les Bocunes, arec la call^ 
■Banded' Angleterre, — ce fiirent le premieres raynrea qu'on 
Vit ^ns ce pairs ; tfett i Torigny que cet usage a tti le plut 
oi To^e. Ce n'est que depuig le milieu du mime si^l<^ 
que I'nssge des mantelets e'est ftabli, porticuli^rement 
& Vire et k Glranrille. Let premiers furent de tiretaine ; 
(m en fit en auite dlndienne et de taffetas. Auparavant, 
les femmea ne psrtaient que dea capots de camelot noir. 
a riches araienr des ct^s, ou grands manteaux. 



mir tonte I'fUtgaoee de lent taiHe '. msia sitfit que ellea 
araient uniiiari,p«rsnadieB, smtdoote, qu'elles nederaienl 
plus plaire q\A lui senl, toutee le* chsrmes et la beaut^ 
des tbrmes itoient enaerelies Mtis la roi* de la oape. 



" Lea MfHiiettet ne tent A k mode qae du mime temps. 
Avuit rinrention de cette coiffure, !e« femmes ne portuent 
que des comettes de toile, de UdsEe, ou de coton, doM lea 
bsrbes toinbiiienc des deos ebtia tor Ic^lrine, comme 1« 
niiat den geus de justice. 

" Peu i peu on lea relera mir U t*te ; deli sont tbhus 
lea frisoni, les coiffe* mttitieg. Its* benncCi rands, les 
bonneCtea, &c. M&ia I'ancien nsage se raiintieiit eneore 
loag-tepqia ^ivrtni W tetaraw d^wMes, et nnlle petmnie 
da teie n'owit qn>"><^>ei' ^ ^ t^^ Mofe qu'elle B>eut 
■1wisa£ an coaffe i la muii^ aotii^. 
' " Ce ful la piet£ que uKfefoia ideorA la g<HFe -dee 
femmes de craix et de petita reiiquitifes. Mais IneBtfit 
lea richea, sous prfteite d'en avoir de plus preiMuae^ «« 
Stent ua otjet'de \me. Depiaa le ciHnraanoement Ju 
18ine ei^e, on vit auce^dn aux eroix d'oi et d'aig^t 
divetse* aortei de cotliwa, le« perlea, lee [Heneiies, lea 
saijtt-^aprit, lee nudntmons, lea jesntMtea, les poRnita, 
lea eaclM^es, be. 

" Quant n ooatacne dee femiMea d'Bujoai4%iU) emoje 
il &u^nit Dn vohune entier pew le d&me, je n'ai pas 
le course de m'ei^agei dans ce l^tyriole de ridteales -et 
de fiivi^t^ ; ee qne-j'eii dini aeulmiumt oi g^n^ial c'eet 
qu'autant lea feimnes da temps paaai ^taient dioeiitcw 
M chastn, etie ftisaieBt gtmre d'^ue gn,v«B et mode«te«, 
•ntant cellee de notre ai^e mettent tout en teuvre pom 
parottre cyniquea et vriuptneuaea- Noui ae sorasaes 
pliu aa temps oil lee phis grWides dames ee faisaient 
bonaeuide porter la cordeli^. Leurs babitleaieM^taient 
■uasi laiges et fenn^e, que celui dee femioes de aos Joura 
sont ouTcrta eel%en, et d>une flueMe que lea fbrmea-du 
corpa, au moindre moBvemefit, ae deMioenl de nanidre a 
ItiaMr rieo ifnbrer. A penie se eounent^^Ues le Min 
d'on Toil» tmnipareDt, tr^l^r, oude je ne aaia qu'^e 
palatine qn'ellet nomment p^rint-^jsur, qui, en coutntnt 
tout, ne cache rien ; en aorta qlte, el elles a'Stsleiit pM 
IoUb laurs eharmea i-ddeoiiTert, c'eet-que tea hooiraeii les 
uoinB aenipulen, qui se emteDteDt de lee peraifleri en 
acgmient revolt^ tout-i-fait. D'aiUeurs, c'eat que m n'eet 
pas e>core la made ; plmiewrg powaent mSrae tlmpodsace 



baaeia coauue 4e» furiw; 4'auUes, par une biumrie 
^u'aa ae p«at expliqucr, ae d^pouiU^t, autut qull Mt 
«« Uuipouvoir, de»Dwn]uesde'leurpri>pieMu, aeBhluU 
fOHgic d'etre femtnet, et deviennent li^culw en voulint 

ponttre deau-hommee. 

" Apr^ avoir d^honor^ lliabit de feminea, elles out 
HTUMte voulu prostituer celui des hommes. On le« a vues 
ad^^et taaxasireiaeat lea tJu^iix, lea redingotea, lea 
veatet, Iqa gillets, lea bott«s, et juaqu'au boutona. Enfin, 
si, Bu lieu de jupooa, ellea avaient pu s'accommoder de 
I'uaage de la culolte, la metamorphose etait complette ; 
mail ellea ont pr^^r^ lea robea trainantes ; c'est dommege 
queiaioUiure ne leur ait donn^ use troisi^ine main, qui leui 
Beiait n^ceaaaire pour (enir cette lon^e queue, qui aouvent 
panotiille la boue ou balaj^ la pousi^. PUlt i Dieu que 
IsB anoiennea loia fuaeent euc<»e en Tigeur, oil ceui et 
ctUm qui poitaienc dea habita ind6cans £taient oblig^i 
d'aller a Rome, pour en obtenir I'abaolntion, qui ne poanit 
leur Stre aecordee que par le aouverain pontife. 

" En effettlepape Eug^Danepeipit, ea L435, BUZ Cor. 
deliers, d'abaoudre lea femmea qui portaient dea habits 
iaHDiam et dea robea 4 que«e>, que dana le cas oil dies 
otataieitt fait que luivre la coutume du pajrs, et non i 
defiiBin de sldujre ; et a'H pamit fgalemant d'atwondre 
lea la^uTB et conlouryTea qui faiaaient de cea babillemens, 
ce ne Ad qu'i conditirai qu'ila o'imagiiieTaieDt plus dc 
iiouwllea iDodea. O aatiquea et mgea ordonnaiice^ que 
voua aeriez ntilea de nos joura ! 

" Uaia aprd* ra'£tre enuuy^ a decouvrir la turpitude da 
quelquea ft^aa, i quilafureurdea modes toumeUt^oa 
dont 1> toilette fait toute rocoipation, il eat doux de ae 
repower aur un siqet plua agt^ble, en assayant de Ccaoer 
le tableau dec vertua et des talena du plus grand nombre 
dea femaiea du Boeage, oil I'oo peut dire que les Ixamea 
niiBura et I'bounStet^ sent encore en faonneur, malgr^ le 
d^bordentat dea vioe* qui out iumid^ la France pendent 
I'abMDoe Ae la religion. Msia comme les Bocsius y soat 
trti-attech^, et qne la plupait lui sout reatis fiddles, 
ailm» durutaoB eiilf on doit espirer que IW hogard et 
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1m npaitiat Mrei ds qiiriqan femriMB (asBBiaotinieB 
dte b. ou d'uns f.) disparattimt enti^remeitt. On voit 
Mik avec {daiiir que 1& saine morale reprmd son empire 
dejoorenjeur, B^toat parmi lei femmea, qui nedernion 
jaoMH ' oufclier que la i^eise et la modeitie aoot les dMX 
plot beaux onemeDs de leur aeie." 
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DaUi^theFotaidalimKi/theCathtdralo/Biifeax. . 

Antiquaries greatlj puiile thenuelrM md their readers 

~ ■ " fix thedate of 

ooine wnuigUi^ 



I7 Utempting, witliimt sufficient data, to fix the date of 

we erection of this and 



for a gfreaCer, others for a leas antiqiiitjr. 

Noa noitrnia tuiHui compancre litis. 

Di Dibdin, in hia dsabiag wbjf of apeHkkig, callt tUs 
cathednL " the most ancient religioua monument in Nmt. 
■nandf," in one breath ^ but, wi^ the next, be uiforms ns, 
that it WBB erected in the middle of the twelfth ceotutj, 
bf Philippe de Harcourt. The central tower, he dis- 
eoTers, with singular acuteness, to belong to the timet flf 
Francis I. whereaa, in reality, it was biult in 1715. S« 
much for our bibliomaniac's capacity to judge of the date 
of buildings by their appearance. The doctor, in fact, ia 
a little too ambitious, aa he wishes at the same time ta 
admire and not to adioii% a thing, — which both gods and 
men will allow to be somewhat difficult He never iails, 
however, to make a atroke at Ducarel, one of the moat 
sober and judidoua of architectural critics. " That," says 
be, " wbu;h scarcely warmed the blood of Ducarel, baa 
made my heart palpitate violently i" from which you would 
infer that he was excessively cfaenned witii it. Bat, aU 
Ihougb he found ^me spjall portiona of the edifice wMby 



because Duearel hod found tb«n- ta«t«f«l aid eleftaal g 
dewsibei tbc spirM at more U>itj than elefurt ; and kaa 
nroalf a good word to mj for an^.tlnng in tiie iateriorj' 
MMCa titia,. the rtad»r maf perLapa woaier what - it mH 
dut made the Doctor's heart beat. I suspect it wai tko 
SIB de Btamu which he expected M sip after dinner ; for 
there is not one of Homer'a heroes who rejoices, or 
" chirrups more over his cups," than our aacerdotsl anti* 
quarim. Turner, who, as well as Duearel, onderatandi 
what be ia about, when architecture is the queatioii, 
bestows great pisise upon several portions ofthiseatfaedial, 
but joins with the Doctor in condemning the cnpola. 
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BaoUo/I^irL 

Tbe collection of bats, known by tbe name-of Port, is 
renowned in tbe department for a great battle fougbt here 
with tbe English, of which I will transcribe the history, 
in compliment to tbe Normans : — 

" J'ai souvent entendu des veillards parler gravement 
de la bataiHt de Pari. II faut ^prendre & nos neveiis 
ee que o'eet que ce grand &it d'armes. Je tire moD 
r£cit du manuscrit d'un t^moin oculaire, et je transcria 
teztetuellement:— 'Le 15 Juillet, 1760^ cinq bAteauz. 
diarg^s de bois de construction, destines pour Breat, 
hrent pounniris par plusieurs vaisseaux anglais (bisa&t 
paide de I'escadre de I'Amiral Rodney, qui croisait dana 
la Hancbe,) et se refugi^rent sous le canon de la plate* 
forme de Port, oit il y avait trois pieces de 24> Le* 
Anglais tir^rent bien vaOlant 500 coups de can<Hl sM 
tes bttenux et sur le village de Port j mais les bouleM 
passaleiit par deasus les malsons, et venaient juiqu"** 
PoBI-Fltii. L« poodre manqua dans Pwt, ce qui fit 



^a Itt -Riwy BJifte tHtrtnt ga^rea'tiiponilema'Aillfmt.- 
Le o^MiM F%M eomrnandant I'sn im Mlcani fa b an to 
etU les reins faacaetds dHin boulett et niounitleJeatoniui' 
ik I'kttpital de Bajreux. A]n^s que le feu aK cem6, lea 
Anglais siiToj^eBt line plxfue, pour dematilnr que lai 
teeiiuM-^rfwMi^ leur fumeot remis ; on leur ripoodit, que 
e'^tait inipoesible. Le lendemam nuUnl, IS, oo eayojwtr 
line plaque de Port voa ks Angiais, pour let prior de ne 
pas tirer aur le village ; mais ila r^pwndircnt, qi^s aUaienC 
aaet Fort, et ila gardiient tnna <dScien qui ^taieat nc. 
Ik plaque : en effel, bientAt apN* its' tildMlit phis de 60a 
wups de canon ; mais, par la grace de Dion, tt iTyeiit que 
quelquee KMustms d'endontraagees, troia cadennieis de lu^ 
BUT 1b plate-fonne, et un pauvre r^moulair tu^ aur U faloise, 
et cinq personnes blese^ dangereusemeut. 11 ; Bvait biea 
six mille personnes, tant bourgeois que payBan*, armtes de 
sabres, £pees, fusils, fourcbes, foui, &c. sana compter lee 
gudea,lesgarde9-cates,elplusieuiscon>p)^esdecuvaleri«, 
tons attendant les Anglais de pied feme, leequels Anglais, 
vojani cette bonne contenance, se retir^rent de devant 
Port le 16Juillet,&ttiiialiciH«sBpi^raidi."' — PLU(iU£Tt 
HUloire dt Bmieax, p. 356-358. 
£( m'tt la fiMbriOi A Art / 
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iRaitrt DtJit ofNomtn^ and AtiM£> 

U. GalGTOBf as wdl as mfsdf, doubts tba vtruatj <rf 
tte tmditioB. ■* Nous aum nous devmis I'annier, iwim 
Monft Aoatii de la viraeit^ de eette tradititHi,' et 'nood 
stons crs qu'oa devoit au mmne en offrir *nie ejplicMMm 
utt peu plus vraisnablable. Nona i^ipeHerans done 1« 
limt, beaucDup plus uatiirtJ, de la premi^B TMuniWe 
4'AilaCte et de son asiant, tel qall sen' 
t»Kts pnsqnig.QoUMMpenu, M MHU bomi 



A Fdeue «Meit «4joniini' 
UtiMM ^Mt Ttobtn b NonMDI, 
Mutt li eat li leun conrenal4ea ■ 
E b«aiu 6 eaina I delitables. 
Ceateit un de ks gran* d^poix 
Quad danMleB ce suia recon; 
Un jor qull veneit de chader 
En choUi me en un gtavier, 
IHoa le.nua»el dlin fonlenil 
Ou on blanchuBeit un cheinaU, 
Od BUtrea filles de borgeia 
Sunt aveit od U plua dc traU. 
Tire2 aveit aea dina en sua. 



Par eaveuDn i par gn, 
£uiea quHid Mat en iUl lev. 
Beaoa Ait li ion et li tons chuU) 
Ge que ne com hi bikiia, 
Dea pite i dei JMubea piranat, 
QiiiM tiea beuia et si btam Awn 
Que M fmt btan mi Due mTia 
Que rwlA eit pale i floH de lia 
Avera la mm giant UancdicH ; 



" Comma OB la n 

ni lea eaox de la fontaine dea roeboi qae lUbart nl 
" ia il la lit 4u vallon, 
, I, te il WKdi • 
BU diatiiigaer tfaaaw pr^s aa gifaB, a 
iigifH, pour ae paiaiMiiNr ausaitM pom •lie, oi 
h' deaacia de la reAercktr pour aaw. Plut tari,ilaat 
It d* raTMir otKcnaei il Buea pa la. r^ 
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jiniT^ 4(M -le' coui; M il n'atait plu bawMB da In 
diidnguet pour en 6tie louche ; c'^tait tme contempladoa 
ie I'ainour: et lea diatuiceB diEpiirausent dam cei oct»> 
•iona. C'eit aous cc rapport aeuleuBiit que Van qs* 
tradition peut lairiler quelqu' ombre de cwifiaJaae." — £Ua- 
lw(>}«if ill JUou*, p. 330, &C. 
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CKorJvtte CbnJ<(y. 

I lutigoiit, from the pen of an able Praich wtitar, a 
bnef Matory of tlie dose of CharloUe Cordky 'b oatsar, 
Haring spoken of the eittaoi^aarj nature of her studiea, 
ba obaeives : — ■ 

■< Ainaipr^pareeetcidtiv^, Charlotte CordaydB^^udb 
■vz premierB triomidtei de la liberty. Le ipectacle d« cca 



. e lea r^publicuna pura et- lea fr£a6. 
I d&nagogBai qui rembiasioient pout i I'ttaaBtt, 
, IsMit eon ime d^ioneur pour lea una, et d'adnuratum 
J- lea autrea. Lonque la diaastreuae jomate da fH 
i, en dteimaiit I'iiliutre mui«it6 de la conventioB, eat 
bit pMset BOX maiue de leute ennemie le sceptre d^mt 
populariti aan^ante, ceux dee Oiiondina qui n's.vaient pM 



MaUa 



I'aqxdr d'allot .dans let dlipaitemente, meemblar tte 
rmipeunk Caoduiteparoetteid^ B*ri)anNiz,JUMqjuuia, 
PtaiWi Hwui Lmnisa ae Teadiient daaa le Calndoi, m 
dattntd'f tKHiTeclesgenDesd'uneiiiaurTectioD-i-lieiiTaux 
■'iUemaent pu y trouTer beaucoap d'Araei de la traeapa 
do celle de Charlotte Corda^. Ce f at elle qui 1m 
■ocueiUit avac la plus d'eDtbouwasme, et qui parlagea avM 
Je .plua. d'ardaor lea plane de. rexiaCanoe et de vengaeim 
^wtuaultiflidHitdMalmKindisiwtiw. I^phwjtv* 



(tt le plna Idoquext de eet praiciits &t 
ima 1q midi, ce d^ut£ r^publicain r^uiuBsut lu deo i'aat 
waagination entnuiuuite une belle figure et de« fermes 
(idtiifianteB. On auppoea que la jeune Charlotte Corday^ 
tiupendue chaque jour iaea diicours fervem de r^ubl>~ 
canisme, B'^lait Uprise d'amoar pour lui : otja eat £te asset 
naCurel; musceUnefutpas. U faut ditnun cetCe eireiu^ 
comme celle qui doime pour prendei amant 4 cette fills 
admirable mi M, de Beliaiice, qu'eUa nVmul jamais connn, 
puisqull Alt massacT^ i Caoi au Doameacement dci 
premiere troubles de la r^volutioD, et i vtie, ipoque oit 
la jeuue Charlotte Cordaj itait encore au eouvent. ' La 
V^t^ et la juEtice veulent ^galement que I'on reponsi* 
touteg ces fabtee, qui dtgradent la majest£ du sacrifice d» 
cette fille subUme, en lui controuvant des mstits Tutg«il«*. 
Profondfment Icnmhie des malheurs de la France, Ch«»- 
iotte Corda; voidut ven^r & la fois la pattie et let 
]Wtriote> imoMdia, en donnant la mort au plus fSroce, an 
jdUB redotibtaUe des proacripteun. . On assure qu'div ' 
It^siu quelque temps eutre Robespierre et Marat, et qua 
aon dwix n'ftait pas encore tait, lorsqu'elle lut une 
faiille de tAfiii At Paipie, dans laquelle la mmstre qid 
pirnrit ce titre r^^tait sm mot ftvori tor la n$cegsit£ de; 
bitCIMuba encore deux cent mille t£tes. Elle crutn'avoir 
jtH i balancer sui la preference que m^tait ce demter, et 
M dtet<k4 partir pour Paris. Tout le monde sait avee 
Httel couiBg* elle accoraplit son hkelque dessein ; ce qn* 
cat jbmmus eoQuu cea sont sea riponaea devant le tribunalt 
jiiTolutiaimairet, admilables de fermete et de grandeur. 
d'Amo- Le president lui . adreesait quelqnes questions da. 
iorme ; elle l^teirompit. ' Tool ess- details de foime scMt 
HHitileSi' dil-ellej 'c'eBtmiH.quiaitui Marat.' — 'Quivooa 



' Qu'entendei vona parse* crimes?' — ' Lea mtlbearsdont 
il ■ iti cause depuis la rividutton, et cetn qu'tl firiperait 
tneoreila France,' — ' Quels sont ceuz qui vous out portte 
icMDinettcacetJusassinat?' — ' Personnel c'eet oioi seida 
foi m ai coD9« lldee.' — ' Que font it Caen les d^putia 
tMIBiAigea }'_•• Ha ttlieiuleiit que I'aiisrchie ceesei poor 
Hmnadn kur p«Mc>'-,-' Btait ce a ub piitrc aaNnnentiL 
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Mi'ilisanianiiqnevoiutlUM i oeafsMer, i Gaeii?'-^' Ja 
mlHtit m Mil uu ni BU Bntrai.'— ' t^etlea iMiMt4«a 
iMentionaantiimtMtnt?' — 'De Aire cesser lea MmUM 
4ela Fnnee.' — < Ykt-il lowg tcnipg qae rouB-wiet fot a rt 
cepr<^?' — ' DepuU rafialre du 31 Mai, joiH' de 1b prac 
Mt^dsndw^alisdupeu]^.' — ' Ceet done par lea jotK^. 
mnxqueTOui aTezappru que Marat ttaiCun anaK^isU?' 
■~' Qui ; jc levau qaU perveitisBait la France ; et,' BJootn. 
t-dle, en Unaat 1b toii pour dominer I'agitatkm confuse 
qui rigoait dans U nlte, ' }'k tue un homme pour en ssDrer 
omt nriU* ; im (c^lerat pour sauver des innocens ; une 
bite Cimcv pour rendro le repos i mmi pays, j'iua* 
itpldtlimuw STant la r^olotion, et je n'ai jamais manque 
^niBgie.' — ' Qu'enteadezvouspar^nBrgie?' — ' J'cntends 
pti enevgi* le tenCtaenl de oenx, qui, mettant I'int^rtt 
fttioulief de ettt, SiVmt le aacrifier ponr leur pays.' 
Ujie autre ciroaDiUDice ranarqariile qui se nppone mi 
■Boment ou elle aortit ia tfibtuud lirolBlioiiiiaire eieK-]* 
remenriniEM qu't^ adraiM i, H. ChaUTeaa-La^fc, Aon 
d^fenaeur: — ' Vou* m'aveE d^fendna conraie je 4«nm 
I'SlK,' lui dit^lle aSbotneBaement ; ■ je Tem Toaa en 
ttmoignai ma lecannalwtaiioe ; eefl mesaieara nsmiant da 
n-'apprendm que toui mea bieoa sont coafisqnSs ; je d<ria 
qndqtie dwaeilapdion, — je vous chsige d'aqmctercette 
dette.' EHe dka ds ban app^tit ; en rentrant A la eon. 
eiefgeiie, moMm ancon plu» de gaiet^ que de ceuMme, et 
dit au «otiaieiHe: — ' M. Kehard, j'espirafa qvenon 
dijeonerioaB enamUe ; nuda oee measieiin-m>iint i Bteuu e 
UJiBat si kng teaqw qoe fcmB ne pardoRnem d»¥(Mt 
aioit aatuitk ie pante.' Elle refoaa, arac luie feMKti 
pleine de domMa, deaetaiaaeTaaaiaMriMt nn pritte. A 
aept haurea du emr, I'exfeutaur le prfaKBta, pear lui lio- 
lea bna et loi couper lee eliewMn ; n-feMttMaamajeat^- 
mil^ de grice, reat^rent laa utiMa Ana ce momant 
terrUile. <Votlik,'iUt-tUeaeBlement, •«« toilette UaqacUe' 
je auis peu aoeootuB^.' Ses ai£aui an OTBeier^ et-A bb 
femme firent coutet lealarues dea yem de eeHe^j, et dCa' 
gnJchetiera eui-mlmea. On dit qut le -ealaie de aea 
tiaiti De ae d^antit ijttKi moomM eA le-te it W M ltd- 
amitele&^qaiiwttrait-aeaaeiBi AweanpilKpatair 



ostngie M obangea iin mnment ea colore, nuia ce ne fiit 
qa'un M»k. Aina perit, le 17 Juillet, 1793, i I'oge de 
Ttngb^uq ans, cette fille aubUmei dout le nom eat ua 
immortal honneur pour I'Matoice de la France. On 
ohMcbarat ea vain, dana cdle de tous les peuplei et de 
toaaka tempi, im eiemple d'heroume qui m^te de lui 
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Visit to M<mi St Michd. 

I copj frem an ancient and rare boA of travels an 
aociHHt of an extraordioarj viait to Mont St Michel ; — 
>* yooa laurez done que ledimanclie,6ej our du Septembre,, 
IfiM, I'enseigiude a5tre o^itaine et lesp^ttrius I'liU^rent 
trouvet a la bam^e du chaaCeau de Caen, puis furent en 
oldre i i'i^ae B, Pierre, sur le chemin de laquelle le 
sieur de S. MsrtiD, docteur en tbfologie, lequel uvoit ele 
intie^^eepeletinagepHrlaconfralrie, etd'autcesperaoiuies 
cont^kaUei, oil* au deraot d'eux, et les aoieiui i. k dite 
ffjise, oA le Vmi Cnaior tat chante : puis lea ecclesiasti' 
qua mu^drent A la t^ du capitalne, lequel, precede du 
(rampctte de monaieuc aou pece et de celu^ de la ville, 
rawchoit, coiRert d'un Ikabit ricbcment iioSe, avec liausse- 
col dort, L'espie au ooat^, et la pique but I'cpaule : 
^»^8 Buivotetit quantity de p^erioa, quatre a quatre, et 
enmita rat poitoit nn beau et grand drapeau, oti estoii 
dipdat nn eibein, un Saint Michel, lea armea du Roj, 
de Mui Altcasa da Iioiigueville, de cette ville, et de notire 
o^itaioe. 8cpC nuMboun, avec dee cosaquea rouges, orn£ea 
d« deatrile d'aigent, et doau^ pat nostre capitaine, 
' " ' nt oantituieUeiBeat. Le lieux du Menil, nostre 
•ssisCfi de six aergeans, avec cbacuu une escharpe 
t, dtwi^dii suaai par nostre cqiiloine, I'espee au 
K b haUfbatde a la (uaio, fiuxiHetit marcher la com. 

T 10 
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pagdie en un m bel oidre, qu'on acciMiroit de Uma pat pouc 

■■ A Noyen, ample repas fut donne par le Bieui de U 
Linette, lieutenant d'une compaguie dons le diatesu de 
Caen. II y avail plaisir a cette table ; car, outre la sstis'- 
AKtion d'y entendre lee tamboim et trompetles, no«li« 
capicaine avoit un chariot ^ six chevaui, qui portoit 
d'excellent vin, des pastez de venaisan, et autres proviuon^ 
auxquelles ie sieui de U Montagne, maistre d'hostel de 
M. de Chamba;, adjofitoit tout ce qu'il pouvoit trotner 
dane les hostelleries, oil il le rendoit de bonne heuce. 

" LeLundy 7 de Septembre, nous partfmeB de la Blaache 
Maison, et alMmes couuher a Villedieu, qui en eet eloign^ 
de pc^H de diz lieues. Noa marescliaux dea logis anivoieitf 
tUUjouiB le premiers, faieoient compliiaeiit au mautre de 
I'^liee od iiou^ d^siiiona faire nofl pritkes, retenoient 
places aui bostefleries, et, s'il n'y en avoit asaez pour ntnu 
ioger, ils nous enroyoient chez lea bourgeois, confotati-, 
inent i la penniasion que nostra capitaine en avait de 
son Altesse de Longueville. lies habitana de Villedie« 
renoient an devant de noua, tant ila Violent impaitenta: 
de voir une li belle compagnie, compoa^e de pr^ de deux 
cents muatres. Estuit arrives, aoua entrfimeH dana I'^lise, 
qui est une commanderie de Maltbe. On euToya un 
offider de la dite ^lise au devant de nous, et uu pr«Ute. 
nous refut k la porte. Lib muaique fut chantie par noa 
dome musidens, conduita par le aieur Gullbert, qui eu a, 
refu par tout Ijeaucoup de louangea. Nous partimea en 
ordre de Villedieu, et all^mes k Avranches, eur le cbemin 
de laquelle ville, quelqu'nn ayant dit que le sieur de S. 
Martin venoit d'appereevoir le Mont S. Michel, aussilJtt 
nostre capitaine et toute la compagnie cria, — Vive Ik 
Roy ! fit aonner sea tambours et ses trompettea, et Tan 
but i la aant^ du Roy ; puis nostre capitaine lui doniM 
un de Bes trompettes et deux sergeasa, et lui permit de 
faire battre ses tamboura et d'ordonner toutea choMs le 
Teste do voyage, dont le Roy le remema, et la compagnie 
de I'avoir fait Roy. 

" A un quart delieued'ATrsncheB, nous flmeabaltepoui 
nous meltre en ordre, et il fut jugeispropo* que le Bajr, 
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qoi estojt revestu d^me eontaaelle d« tSffetas, et porUiit 
ime csime a la main, monteroit, dans les filles, but I'un de 

eet chevaui, et qull seroit pr^c^di du dit trompette, et 
accompagne de deux sergeuis. Sur le cIieniiD, un iea 
gEHtilsboDimes du monsieur de Canisy vint suluer niMtre 
lapitaine de sa part, et le prier d'agr^er sa maison, et qu'on 
Eitfit les canons i son arrivoe, ainsi quils firent loraqne 
la coropugoie approchoit de la ville. Nfttre K07, mont^ 
& cheval, nous conduisit & la cathednJe, oil Ton cbantoit 
Poffice de None, ensuite de quo; il pria qu'on ne cantinuitt 
point lee vespres i rotdhuure, mais qu'on laiSB&t cbantei 
la musique, ce qui nous iiit aussitdt accord^. 
■ " NoBlre muaique chanlee, nous pttmes quelques refrai- 
eWsBements 4 ItoHtellerie, raais Ifeg^remenl, a cause de la 
force passion qu'un phacun aroit d'anivet au Mont ; et 
il y avoit grand SBlisfsetion 4 voir un cMcun allet sur la 
grtve i qui mieun niieui. Le Boy j cRnta lea litanies 
de la Vierge, et ealua S. Michel en I'inroquant ; puis il 
pi^ un dtB pistoletB d'un cavslier, qu'll tira vis^vis du 
Mont, et pria la compagnie de B'srancer. En y arrivant 
I'on tira da corps de garde plusieurs coups de mousquet, et 
lea soldate se inirent en haye. 

" l/e lendemain, 9de Septerabre, Ton estoitlevS de bon 
iHHtin, dans I'impatience que Ton avoit de voir I'figlise, 
qiioyqoel'on eustadvis deBleBoirquel'on n'yenlrequ'apr^ 
.sept heures. Chacun estoit ravy en consideraiit une belle 
et TBSt 4g1ise, baslie sur le hsut d'un rocher, arec une 
crds spacieuse abbaye, gouvem^ par trente Benedictins 
reformez. Ayant que d'y entter, nostie capitaine presentn 
une conronne d'argent au Roy, qui I'en remereia, et 
auseitOt fit battre les tambours, et nous marcMmes en 
ordre depuia le baa du Mont jusque dans I'^liae. Plu- 
sieurs avoient laissS leurs couteaux i rhostelterie, de peur 
<(ae' les gardes de la porte ne les Oitossent a I'ordinaire'; 
mais, en consideration de M. de Chambay, on ne fonilla 
peraonne, et laiasa-t-on porter I'espfte i nostre capitaine et 
a sea offieiers, ce qui ne s'accorde preaque jamius, de peur 
qu'on ne se saisisee de la place ; de plus on tira, i nfltre 
arrir^e au cbasteau, toua les canons : et nAtre Boy estant 



'e'dmial'£g&e,SentoiinapartroiB tbis, Sancte 



oy estant 
jUiehatt, 



de devotion. ]lilitenBuiteronU8(nidnnuJt,et E'allaprtptnr 
pour dire la messe, qui fut chtuiUe en mosique, unai qnt 
celle de oiri de S. Pierre de Caen ; puis la compagnie, 
en contiiiuaiit sa devotion, a'en alia voir lea reliques, qtu 
Bont en ti^ grand nonibre. et tr^ precieuses. A la sortie, 
des religieuz nous men^rent par troupes voir leur abbajv, 
oA ili donn^rent i dejeuner au Roy, i noatre capitaiDe, et 
i quantity de noatre compagnie. L'on 7 voit un clcaBlra 
fort long et laige, et bien lambrissi, one nlle batse, oik 
l'on faisoit aatrefois lea cbevalieni de S. Michel, des Mllea 
tr^s spadeusea, des dortoirs bitaidraiteligneretde beaux 
jardine. H y a aussi une biUiotli^que, oA aont plnrimim 
raree manuscrita. H n'y a point d'ean dans ce lien, mala 
legdits religicui ont deux dsteines, qui icfojvent la pUlve 
duciel; l'une(y:de800tonnniiix,etl'autTedel300. Ila 
m font part aitx p^lerins et aai b^tana du Ueo, qni pioaqne 
toue Hont hoBtelliers, oa vendeurs de ehapeleta et ds 
coquilles. L'on y voit encore un grand moiilin, qu del 
cbevaui font mondre, ce queeBtgrandementoommodeAax 
(tits religieui, n'7 en ayant d^ntre dans le Mont, et 1m 
babitans sont obligez vener lew pain dee lieiu voiaba j U 
n'y a point n^ontmoins cherts pour les vivres, 4telant 
quHU ne payent aucuns tributs. A noetic sortie dn 
Mont, t'on lira les canons, et lea officiera firent de gnuidea 
rivilitez k nbtie capitaine. Estans retoumei k Avtaiudiea, 
oil nons arrivftmes en ordre, raesaienrs de Caniay Tiarent 
trouver nostre capitaine i liraatellerie, le priArent et nAtre 
Roy d'aller eouper chez eux, oil iU invit^rent h noUesse 
de la ville k une table bien servie, etoit l'on but i la aanti 
de monsieur le gouvemeur de Caen au bruit dee totu lea 
canons de la place."' 



aires piroiun, doat Honiieur Ptene de 

villc et chiutf au de Cua, oiloit le capitiiiw. Csen, Claud U 
BUdc." (Parl'AbbideS. Maitm.) 
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Tht Ma* in lh« Ctgt. 

I bare conversed with old persons who asserted that 
tbcyhadBeenthecsge.urefeiTedtoin the text; but it was 
destroyed seTeral jean ago. The following is the Abb£ 
Ibnet's account of tiie matter : — " Dans le voyage que 
Cbaries X, alors Comte d'Artois, fit, le 10 Mai, 1777, 
au Mont Saint-Michel, en se lendant i Brest, il ordunna 
la destruction de cette lourde charpente ; mais cette d^- 
moBtioii ne fut conBomni^ qu'en piisence des jeimei 
piinees d'Orl^ans, lorsqu'ils visitdrent euz-m£mea ce Uen. 
Cttait on assemblage de solives, distantes I'une de I'autie 
de tniis pouoea, de dii pieds de long sur huit de lai^e, et 
aaaei £liHgii6 de« murs de la care qui le contenait, poiu 
qu^D bomme de service pflt librement passer i Tentouc 
Lows Xiy. J avMt fcit incarc^c le nonimS Duboor^ 
gaietier de Hollande, qui temut son bureau dans Fiano- 
fOTt, et qvi avait ontniK^ gri^vement le monarquc. Ce 
■BBlhenreux, jMor se dietraire, d^pensa beaucoup de temps 
et de peuiec ji gnver, i I'aide d'lm clou, quelques trsita 
groiaiETs de wmlptore rar no des batreaui de ce cachot, oil 
il dit, avant de moiuir, que ce qui 1^ anit fait souBirlr 
davantage c'toient lei nt«, dont pluoeurs avaient ronge 
sea i^et^ gotittem, sans qu'il put se remuer pour ae 
d^endie. On y reirfemia encore depuis, pendant quelqne 
temps, I'auteur d'une pi^ de ven fort satiriqnes cootte 
Madame de PompBdour." 
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BvSdag i^f CrainnlU. 

. The Abbe Manet, a clever and indiuUion* man, hu 
tbe fbUowing note on Gnnville : — 

*' Le p^ du Monaier dit que ce fut Pbilippe Badin 
abbj de la Luzeme, qui en 1440 mit la pteim^re pierre 
du buinient de Granville (Macropolii, ou Grandu Vilk ;) 
«t Cenal ajoute que ce furent les Anglais qui Great 
t«te dfepense, du tempi que notre roi Charies VII. &lait 
mdement baiceli par ces fiera insulaires sui pluaieurs 
points de son royaume ; ce qui a'accorde avec lea actes 
criginaux, porcant que Tbomas d'Eecalt, alora capitaine 
g^ofcal pour le roi d'Aogleterre en Normandie, pric a 
fief, de Jean d' Acgnnges, seigneur de Gcotol, le 26 Oclotn^ 
-1439, tout le soc jusqu'au pout, excepte qualre percbes 
de teire, niojennanC foi eC hommBge, et un chapeau de 
Toaes vermeilies, payable a la Saint Jetui B^itiate. Muni 
de ce titre, le eieur d'Escall fit construire en ce lieu, 
oi il n'yavait, depuis I'an 1131, que quelques ch^tives 
.faalnCations, un cbateau, dont lea troupea du monarque 
-Franca E'empan^rent en 1442. Le prince, ajwit juge 
-ce petit boulevard propre a contenir lea Ilea anglaiae* 
■-^oiaines, y fit ajoutet diversea fortificationa j et, pour y 
'attirer le plua d'habitsoa quHl pourroit, il accorda, au 
^mois de Novembre 1445, de lettrea patentea, statuant que 
' toulea muii^reB de gena, de quelque eatat qulla fusaent, 
qui voudroient venir y faire leur residence, seroient 
doresnavant francs, quittea, et exeinpla des aydes ordonnes 
pour la guerre, ensemble de toutes tallies, empnint, et 
autrea aubventiana et redevancea quelconques, mises ou 
mettre ; et que toutes places vuidea seroient 4 leurs boin et 
■ncceaseura perpetuellement i toua joura ; en lui faisaot 
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pour ee telles rentes donts see officiers et lesdits habitan* 
eeroient convenua.' Cette concession ayant app«)l dan* 
la ville nouvelle un grand nombre de personnes, on leur y 
donna'dea emplacemens pour b&tir, 4 raison de deux ou troia 
sous de cena; eteUetenninaparaepeupler, peu&peu,ainBi 
que nous le voyons aujourd'hiii. Elle est actuellement 
de I'arrondisaement d'Avranches." 
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